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PREFACE. 







In the following pages, it is presumed, th 
v«i lover of antiquities will not only be gratifie 
^ with some very curious and interesting par 
ticulars of the customs and manners of ou 
ancestors, at different periods of English his 
tory ; but the philosopher will meet witi 
entertainment of a nobler kind, by beinj 
enabled to contrast the deplorable state o 
the human mind at remote periods, with th 
present happy triumph of unfettered reason 
and of a religion that is comparatively pur 
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and perfect. Should the reader, therefore, of 
what class soever he may be, derive either 
information or entertainment, to enlighten or 
amuse, — the anticipations of the author will 
be realized ; and, at all events, it is hoped, 
in proportion to the gratification, in any shape, 
the variety and authenticity of the materials 
it may be capable of affording to the inquisitive 
and general observer of memorable times and 
events. 

J. S; F. 



London, Sept. 1825. 



INTRODUCTION. 



The oldest College of Antiqaaries on record was that 
erected in Ireland by OUamh Tedlah> 700 years before 
Christy instituted for the purpose of composing a history of 
the country ; and to this^ say the Irish historians^ it is 
owing that the history and antiquities of Ireland may be 
(raced back beyond those of most other nations. Founda- 
tions of this kind have often been wished for^ and often at- 
tempted in England. 

Antiquarian learning was diligently cultivated during the 
reign of Elizabeth. Several of our greatest historical 
writers deserve to be particularly noticed as antiquaries, 
Batheville has had great applauses bestowed upon him in 
this view; and Twyne is entitled to equal praises. As to 
Humphrey Llwyd^ it is well known that he sustained an 
eminent rank in the same department of literature : his 
researches were deep and curious, and his writings are still 
consulted by those who devote themselves to the study of 
antiquities. 

The chief work of John Stow, who is usually described 
as an antiquary, although he deserves also to be honourably 
mentioned as a historian, was his ^ Survey of London,' 
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which hu passed through many edition., and in the h.t 
century waa republished with great advantages by Strype. 
On this work have been founded all subsequent histories of 
London; and^ whatever commendations they may chum 
from their additions and improvements^ a large portion of 
merit will still belong to Stow. 

Archbishop Parker 'must not here be forgotten, who was 
not only a zealous and liberal encourager of antiquarian 
pursuits, but an excellent antiquary himself. Of this he 
exhibited ample proofs in his Treatise concerning the An- 
tiquity of the English Church, and in his edition of four of 
our best old historians, Matthew of Westminster, Matthew 
Paris, Asserius, and Thomas Walsingham. Sbr Henry 
Baville exerted himself in the same walk, in his pablicatioB 
of several of the principal writers of English affiiin after 
fiede. 

In 1590, a Society of Antiquaries was formed, which 
subsisted to the year 1614, when it waa disserved by the 
despotic jealousy of King James I.^ Its peculiar object 
was to illustrate whatever related to tbe history, laws, pub- 
lic offices, judicial courts, and customs of our country ; and 

* Sir H. Spelman speaks of this Society of Antiquaries in his 
time, to whom his Treatise of the Times, written in 1614, was com- 
municated, he himself being one of the number. / 

The Society was formed by Cambden, Sir Robert Cotton, and 
others. In 1589, R. Carew was admitted hito it. Application was 
made for a charter and house to Queen Elizabeth, wher^ they 
' might hold their meetings, erect a library, &c. But, by the death 
of that princess* their application proved abortive. And for her 
successor. King James I., he was far from favouring the design.— « 
Vide Nicholson's History of England, lib. P. 3, c. 3, p. 199, et seq.— 
Smith, Vit. Cotton.— Maub. Leter. de la Gr. Bret. t. xiii. p. 243, et 
seq. 



die membera of it were most of them enmently qualified Uit 
tfae ondefitaking, Tbeir discoveties are in general learned^ 
judicious^ and instractiTe ; and> at die same time^ they haye 
the quality of beii^ very concise. The writers of Ihem 
chiefly confined themsehres to a simple representation of 
facts ; and diey seeni t6 have known nothing of ^e art of 
spreading a smaH quantity of matter into a hurge space. 

Some peraDns who were ornaments of this society^ and 
paiticidBriy Sir Robert Cotton^ Sir John I>oddr»%e, and 
Selden^ properly belong to the next reign» 

We hear no more of this excellent ihstitation till the yeaif 
1717^ when the Society was revived by a select nninber of 
the nobility^ gentry^ clergy, and other learned and ing»- 
niovs men, whose business is to discover the antiquities of 
our own, as wifi as of o&er nations. There has been no 
fiutiber interruption ^ince its revival; and it n6w flourishes 
under favour of a Royal charter, dated November % 1751, 
by which ^^ number of its members is limited to one hui^ 
died and fifty. 

The most illustrious names that &I1 und^r our pretent 
mrrey are those of Agard and^Cambden, who were aiiti* 
qaaries of the first disiinction. Arthur A^urd's Essays oil 
various curious subjects shew, that, in Eng^h antiquities^' 
he had few equals, and scarcely any superiors. 

It was in die period we are treating of that Cambden 
published the first edition of his Biitannica, the merit of 
which is univeisafiy known, and has i^ain been testified 
by successive publications^ The popularity of the work 
has not diminished ; and learned men have esteemed it aa 
honour to have their names associated with that of Cambden. 

That the study of antiquities was pursued with much 
ardour and success by several very distingmshed charactem 
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in the reign of Gluurles I. the names of Dngdale and Sel^ 
den^ of Spelman and Cotton^ will sufficiently evince. A 
list of learned prodactions of Dngdale would exceed the 
bounds which we must necessarily prescribe to onrselres on 
this occasion. We shall therefore confine ourselves to 
noticing his principal work^ 'The Antiquities of Warwick- 
shire illustrated^' the Accomplishment of which employed 
the whole leisure time of its author during twenty years. 

The profound learning of Selden^ his extensive erudition^ 
and his prodigious abilities^ justly entitle him to the appeUa* 
tion conferred upon him by Grotius^ 'The glory of the Eng- 
lisb nation !' His style has> however^ been generally cen- 
sured as harsh^ and his arrangement as perplexed. 

Spelflian^ in his pursuits of antiquities^ observing the great 
necessity for a knowledge of the Saxon tongue^ not only 
made himself master of that language^ but founded a Saxon 
lecture in the University of Cambridge. His researches were 
very extensive^ and at this hour are deservedly esteemed. 
The gratitade of posterity still more is due to him^ for the 
noble library he left for their use^ and to which his son and 
grandson afterwards added^ than for his valuable writings. 
This invaluable collection of MSS. relates principally to the 
history and antiquity of Great firitain and Ireland. 

The time in which Sir Robert Cotton lived, was pecu- 
liarly favourable to such a collection. The monasteries had 
been- recently. destroyed, and several learned antiquarians 
had died -still more recently, who had assiduously collected 
the books taken from the monasterial libraries, and from the 
universities at their visitation. 

. To this celebrated person we may add Sir Simon D'Eves, 
who composed a very laborious work illustrative of the 
most distinguished English reign^ ' The Journals of all 
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the Parliaments daring the reign of Elizabeth ;' Sir John 
Markham^ whose elaborate work threw considerable light 
upon the Eg3rptian antiqaities ; and Sir James Ware^ who 
composed several works upon the history and antiquities of 
Ireland. 

The learned Pococke was one of the ornaments of this 
memorable period^ though many of his works appeared at a 
much later time. Besides his other accomplishments^ he 
was ' profoundly skilled in the Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabic 
tongues, was well acquainted with the Persic, Samaritan, 
Ethiopic, Coptic, and Turkish ; not unacquainted with 
the Italian and Spanish, and in Greek and Latin critically 
conversant. Among other literary labours in which he 
was engaged, he was one of those concerned in preparing 
an intended edition of the Polyglot Bible. He wrote com- 
mentaries on some of the books of the Prophecies ; and 
such was his reputation in oriental and biblical learning, that 
he was consulted upon those subjects by the most accom- 
plished scholars in Europe.' , 

Usher, the respectable primate of Ireland, published se- 
veral learned and useful works, but the greater number of 
his publications related to antiquities, the clearing up of 
which he has made subservient to ecclesiastical purposes, 
and to tbe reconciling disaffected persons to the established 
church. 

Ghraaves, the friend of Spelman, was also learned in the 
oriental languages, and accomphshed in mathematics, as- 
tronomy, and the knowledge of antiquities. 

The Hebi^ew language was diligently cultivated by Light- 
foot, afterwards Vice-chancellor of Cambridge; but his 

* Kenned. Chron. Disert. ap. mem. de Trey. 1705, page 1873, et 
seq.— -^Nicholson's Irish History, lib. App. No. I. p. 179, etseq. 
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most important works more propeily belong to a later pe* 
riod. Sir Charles Roe^ ambassador to the Orejt Mogul, 
and to the Ottoman Porte^ added seyeral valoable Gredc 
Oriental IMSS. to the Bodleian Library, and brought over 
the fine Alexandrian MS. of the Greek Testament, pre- 
sented by Cyril, patriarch of Constantinople, to Charles I. 

To the preceding names, or persons eminent m the 
study of antiquities, we may add those of Leland and Fid* 
ler, who lived during the commonwealth and usurpation of 
Cromwell. The former of these has been styled the father 
of English antiquaries ; but we think that title more appli- 
cable to Uwyd, whom we have formerly mentioned. His 
' Itinerary' is, however, a most elaborate and most useful 
work ; and beside this, he published a number of tracts, on 
the local aiitiqhities of tMs country. 

Fuller, perhaps, is better known as a historian and bio- 
grapher than as an antiquary ; yet a considerable portion of 
his * Worthies' comes properly under the latter descrip- 
tion, as well as his History of Waltham Abbey, and of the 
University of Cambridge. He was a man who abounded in 
wit, as every person must perceive who looks casually into 
his Church History ; and his memory was so retentive, that 
the facts which are related of him in this respect, almost 
exceed belief* 

Having simply alluded to some of dur older antiquaries, 
with regard to those of a later date, who have trodden in 
the same paths, their works are the best testimonies of their 
merits ; and it would appear uncharitable to make distinc- 
tions where criticism is not called for. The various de- 
partments of antiquarian research, afford ample materials 
for the industrious and inquisitive mind; although it must 
be acknowledged, that it is next to an impossibility for the 
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antiqmxy^ however sealons and enthusiastic Jie may hey to 
rescue every thing deserving of notice from oblivion. The 
havoc which ignorance or contempt for the antiquities of 
this country made^ at different times, among the fine sped* 
mens of architecture and sculpture, as well as among more 
perishable materials, is therefore less pardonable*. 



Among Autbors aooTEo, and Works extiucted from^ in the 

following pages, are 



Accounts (ancient Parish] found 

at Blythburgh, Suffolk. 
Agard, Arthur. 
Aikin. 
Anderson. 
Andrews. 
Anglla Sacra. 
Ano. Reg. Joh. 
Asser. Vita Alfredi. 
Atkyns. 

Baker's Hist. & Antiquities, &c. 

Barclay's Eclogues. 

Baronius. 

Barrington on the Statutes. 

Bath. Leg. Canut. 

Bede. 

Bigland's Obserrations on Paro- 
chial Registers. 

Biographia Britannica. 

Blackstone's Commentaries. 

Book of Sports, as set forth by 
Charles I. 

British Bibliography. 

BrumptoQ, Benedict. Abbas. 

Buchanan's Hbtory of Scotland. 

Cambden's Britannica. 



Carew's Account of Cornwall. 
Caxton's additions to the Poly« 

chronicon. 
Chauoer's Prologues. 
Chron. Pret. 
Collins* Diary. 

'' Peerage. 

Cotton's Records. 
Curiosities pf Literature* 

D'EVES, Sir Simon. 
Doddridge's English Lawyer. 

■■ , Sir John. 

Du Cange's Glossary. 
Dugdale. 

Ealmer, Hist. Nover. 
Elmes' Life of Wren. 
Enquiry into the Origin of Festi- 
vals, by the Rev. Mr. Whitaker. 
Evelyn's Journal. 

Feltham's Tour. 

Forest Charter of An. 42 Hen. IIL 

Fortescue de Laudibus Legum 

Anglise. 
Fountainhall's (Lord) Diary. 
Fox. 



• In Blomefield's Norfolk, (yol.viii. p. 501,) we are informed, 
that a man was paid five shillings for defacing superstitious epitaphs. 
To this we may add, that within a little time, part of the fine monu- 
mental brass of Robert Braunche, between his two wives, in the church 
of St. Margaret, at Lynn, was lately sold by a woman for five shil- 
lings, and consigned to the melting pot. Another beautiful bnws, 
image in the same church, over Attelath, is entirely destroyed. The 
fine brass of Sir Hugh Hastings, at Elsing, in Norfolk, has experienced 
similar mutilations, and exhibits now very small remains of its 
original beauty. 



r*'^fc ■ III 



laifc^aw.oii *— 



nrf Tfi I ^trnttamm 



xn 



AUTHORS AND WORKS QUOTED. 



Freind, G. de OanUaoo, apud. 

Froiisart. 

FuUer's Worthies. 

Gage's Antiqiiities of Hengrave. 
Gale's MS. English-Saxon Cus- 
toms. 
Greayes. 

Hall. 

HattQn's New View of London. 

Henry of Huntingdon. 

from Ingulphus. 

:- from the Statutes. 

Henry's History of Great Britain. 

Herbert. 

Hist. El. apud Gale. 

Hist. Literaire de la France. 

History of the Civil Wars. 

Common Law. 

Holinshed. 

Household of Henry VHL 
Howel. » 

Huke*s (Dr.) Dissert. Epbt. 
Hutchinson's Hist. Cumberland. 

Kaimes' (Lord) History of Man. 
Keyler. Ant. Sept. Bede. 
Knighton apud Henry. 

Lambarde on the Laws of the 

Ancient Engliiih. 
Leland, Bale, &c. apud Henry. 
Lib. Rub. Scacc. 
Lindsay of Pitscottie. 
Literary Gazette. 
Llwyd> Humphrey. 

Maddox, Form. Angl. 

Math. Paris. Vit. Abb. 

Mathew of Westminster. 

Memoirs of Samuel Pepys, Esq. 

Mezeroy. 

Monsteilet. \^laret 

More's Life of Sir Thomas More. 

Moser's Moral and Philosophical 

View of the Metropolis, &c. 
MS. apud Eltam. 

Letters of King James H. 

Muratori. 

Northumberland Household- 
Book. 



Notes (Chronologieal) of Scpttiill 

Affairs. 

Olof Dblin'b New History of 

Sweden. 
Original Records^ &c. 
Orkney and Zealand, Notes of. 

Parliamentary History. 

- — Catalogue, ancient. 
Parker, Archbishop. 
Paul Hentzner. 
Peck's Desiderata Curiosa. 
Pennant. 
Pococke. 

Polycraticon of John of Salisbury. 
Prynne. 
Public Acts. 

Record Commission Report. 
Rot. Pep. apud Warton. 
Rymer's Fcedera. 

Selden. 

Shrawardine Parish Register. 
Specimens of Welsh Poetry. 
Speed. 

Spelman's Glossary. 
Spottiswood. 
Squires. 

St. Palaye sur la Chevalerie. 
Stow's Survey, &c. 
Strutt, from Langton and Peck- 
ham's ConstitaUons. 
— — from Anc. Painting. 
-^— Regal' Antiquities. 

Transactions of the Royal Irish 

Academy. 
Trussel, &c. 

Usher. 

Velley's New History of France. 
Veitch and Brysson's Memoirs. . 
Vita Welfredi. 

Walpole's Anecdotes . 

Miscel. Antiquities. 

Walsingham, Thomas. 

Ware, Sir James. 

Warton's History of Poetry. 

Wilkins. 

William of Malmsbury, &c. &c. 
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LIFE OP JOHN STOW, 

HISTORIAN AND ANTiaUABT OF LONDON* 

John Stow, the elaborate and ingenious author of 
the Annals of England and the Sukvey of Lon- 
don, was '* born," as it has been ludicrously said, 
** within the sound of Bow Bell** namely, in the 
parish of St Michaely ComhiMy about the year 1525, 
the 17th of Ilenry VIII. : his father was Thomas 
Stow* he was by trade a Woollen Draper and 
Taylor, and lived within a few doors of the parish 
church of St. Michael, Cornhill, which was the 
street wherein the drapers and tailors (for in 
former times these trades were connected) resided*. 
But although he had a shop, or, as it has been 
termf d, a shed^ in which he carried on his busi- 
ne^ in Cornhillfy yet he was a man of some de- 

* Tbese shopkeepers not only sold cloth by the piece, as merchants, 
or by the pattern, for a garment, as drapers, to their country cus- 
tomers, many of whom, probably, employed itinerant tailors to work 
at their own houses, as was, even in the last century, the custom, 
but measured, cut out, and made at home, clothes fit for wearing. 
Hence they wore termed inerchant taUon, 

f Shod was the appropriate term, because goods were therein ex- 
posed for sale on mi^rket-days. 
VOL. I. B 
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2 THB antiquary's PORTFOLIO^ &C. 

gree of opulence, for be had a garden to retire to 
for his pleasure and diversion^ situated, as a long 
range of gardens were/ within the civic walls, 
in the ward of Broad-streeij at the back of Throg- 
morton-street, and ^^ near the spot whereupon 
Draper's-hall* now standetb^" places to which 
our ancient writers are almost constantly alluding. 
What kind of education John Stow received, it is, 
except by his writings, in which very considerable 
learning, abstruse study, and occasionally deep 
erudition, are to be discovered, impossible now to 
ascertain. Elovanus, Archbishop of London, it is 
said, built the library that once belonged to the 
church of St. Peter Cornhill ; but that this library 
continued to the time of Stow, is uncertain : how- 
ever, whether it did or not, it is certain that he 
might have had access to that which belonged to 
the college and brotherhood of St. Michael, and 
that in his early years, situated as he was betwixt 
two fraternities, the peculiar office of the mem • 
hers of which was the instruction of youth, it was 
impossible' that he should want the common ad- 
vantages of education, which they so liberally dis- 
pensed to all whose genitts, the energetic bias of 
whose minds, induced them to apply for instruct 

* Drapers* -hall was the mansion and town residence of that very 
extraordinary man, Thomas Lord Cromwell, Earl of Essex, K. G. 
Lord Chancellor, &c. when' he was Sir Thomas Cromwell. Some 
of the scenes of the ancient drama of Thomas I^rd Cromwell, which 
is not Shakspeare's, were, in all probability, laid at this house. 
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LIFB OF STOW. 3 

tjQD, But although we have stated the father of 
our historian to have been possessed of a certain 
degree of opulenee^ he M^as too wise a man^ lived 
in too industrious a neighbourhood^ aod knew too 
well the advantage of having a trad^^ for him tp 
suffer his son to devote himself much to books^ 
which at that time, on the eve of the RefornQiation, 
^ot into a kind of disrepute in the regions of traffic^ 
as the promoters of idleness, and the repressors of 
that freedom of disquisition which was tluen in the 
course of operation : be accordingly, after employ- 
ing him in his ^hop, and in such errands as boys 
of his age and station were usually employed in 
executing, bound bim apprentice to himself; 
which, according to the period when the ,civic 
youths in those times were usually indentured, 
namely, 14 years of age, must have been about 
the year 1539- 

John Stow, it appears, served the fiiU term of 
his apprenticeship to his father, and, in due course, 
became, like him, free of the company of Merchant 
Taylors and Linen Armourers of London; but how 
long after he continued with him is uncertain. 
Thomas Stow died in the year 1559 ; but antece- 
dent to that period, namely, in the 3d Edward VL 
1548, he, it is recorded, lived within Aldgate* : 

* The site of this house, the residence of Stow> within Aidgalte, 
is precisely marked oat : it appears to have been one of those at the 
comers of Leadenhall and Fenchurch Streets, where the Pump now 
stands, from the circumstance of the execution (by martial law) of 
the bailiff of Romford, a man much esteemed by the people^ at the 
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here he carried on his trade as a tulor for some 
'time, and then removed into LiMe-Btveet Ward, 
-and- fixed his residence in the parish of Sti Ab^«w 
Uhderebaft, ^wfaere be cobtinued during the re- 
rii^tdef of bis life. 

The p&suoD, or mental propension, of John Slow, 
,mt8 the study of English history: bis life was spent ' 
in. endeavouring to trace and to preserve the ves- - 
tig«s of antiqaity, — to record the rise and pregrem 
oi manners, cuatoma, usages, tec — and to drag 
-frtHD their dark rpcesses the fragments of former 
iceoturies. That he had at a very early i^e turned 
Itis -raind to this course of study, is certain ; snd-it 
is also as oertahi, that he had, when a very yoang 
man, become conspicuous for the ardour widi 
9rhich he collected, and the ireedom with which 
he communicated, lliis his zeal was considered 
as so hnportant, that Grindall*, bishop of London, 
who had been informed of it, wrote a letter to the 

tniuncc of Sir Stephen, the curate of St Cstberiae ChriM Church. 
The gibbet wu erected over the well that dow iiipplies the Pump. 
Sir Stephen absconded, and was nerer after heard of. 

* Edmund Obindall, who was calkd " the Protestant Bis)wp of 
London," was born in the year 1519, at a small and obacure village 
iiear St. Bees, in Cumberland : be received his college educntioD at 
Cambridge, where he became loemiDentforhisclu^calaUunmenta, 
iutd more for his reformed priociples, that Martin Bnear, profesioT of 
divinity at Cambridge, bo strongly recommended bim to Ridley, bishop 
of Lojidon; that he made bim bis chs^tlsin, and procured him other 
preferments ; tltese be held during the short reign of Edward VI. at 
whbfe death he, with many other Protestants, fled to Germany, 
where he made coUectioos for Fox's " Msrtyroli^," in wliicli 
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IViyy CouiM^il upon the subject, In which be like- 
wise stated that a seiarch for papistical hooka had^ 
by his chaplain, been made in the house of ^^ John 
Stow, the tailor* ;" but with what success we are 
not informed. 

work lie greatly assisted the author. Indeed, some most prominent 
J^ld horrid cases are printed from his private journal. 

in the reign of Elizabeth, he returned to England, and was, on 
the deprivation of -Bishop Bonner, nominated to the see of London : 
in 1570, he was translated to that of York ; and ultimately, in 1575, 
to the arehiepiscopalUy of Canterbury, upon the death of Archbishop 
Parker : this, after having, in consequence of the displeasure of the 
Queen, snflfered a suspension, and been restored, he resigned, and,, 
upon a pennon, i^tired to Croydon ^ where, losing his sight, he died 
Joly 6, 15^, i^ged 63. 

JUshop ChcindaU was a prelate of very considerable ^ilities* Bom, 
to stem the popidar torrent in^ times of ecdeaiiistical turbuleoee,^ 
fimuieas and resolution, the prominent featuifcs of. his mind became 
eo9Kpkvt90B, His veil, ia some things,, it was spiid, sometime^ oap-* 
raa his dtocretiaii : fiiU,'W^ think, was olmous, m his ordering the 
house 0i Stow to be rummaged for the sal^e of discovering a few. 
tjMrm^Cm 600^0,, MUpposed to have been* written by j^fonks : yet in. 
other instaao^i, he relaa^ too much. There was nothing that the 
sagacity of JElizabeth itfdiiced her so gireatly to dr^ as the spread 
of Puritanisoa ; she, terefore, commanded Bishop OrmdaU to sup*: 
press in the metropolis the public theplogii^ exercises, caUed 
" PrV^hecyings ;" this he contumacjousiy r^fimed, and. thence, enr^ 
ened her diq»leas«re^ in private life^ the bishop w^s si man of ^ 
mUd and affable disposition, hospitable in bis style of living, a kind 
master, aben^nant patron, and a zealous friend^. *' oMgular,'* saya 
Fuller, '< for his laaraing and piety. $" bat we trust not so> because 
those acquirements and virtues were very geiierally dispersed anoog; 
the prelacy of EngliMid. 

* The toade of a tailor was formerly considered as effeminate, and, 
therefore, among the hardy sons of Britain, in ancient timesi it vei;, 
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The search of his house is said to have arisen 
from a false accusation bj an ecclesiastic, probably 

frequently- became a subject of ridicule ; which iraggiih propension 
with respect to tailors has, indeed, descended to the modem : yet to 
ware a great part of what might be said of the antiq«itj and impor- 
tance of the company of Merchant-Tailors, whose arms exhibit 
their various avocations of upholsterers, or tent-makers, robe-makers, 
&c. and impale the honourable badge of the British lion, and whose 
supporters in<ticate oriental conquest, we must still observe, that 
monarchs have condescended to become brethren 'of the fratenuty of 
St. John Baptist, and numbers of the nobility have deemed it highly 
honourable to have their names enrolled in the records of this com- 
pany. Nay, in times remote, they have been as celebrated for armt 
as in those more modem they have been for Uterahxpe, Of those, 
the most conspicnous character was the heroic Sir John Hawkwood, 
whom Fuller quaintly calls Joanne* Aeutus, and with a coldness of 
conceit worthy of those pedantic times, says, he turned his ncMMt 
into a sto&rd, and his thimbk into a Meld, Hawkwood first ssrred 
under Bdward III. and, for the valour he exhibited, reeeived from 
that monarch the honour of knighthood. Sir Ralph Blaekwell 
(erroneously stated to have been the founder of Blackwell-haU) was 
j another tailor, sud to have been the fellow-apprentioe of Hawkwood, 

^ and also to have been, for his valour, knighted by Edward III. In 

literature, we find of this profession John Speed, a native of Cheshire, 
whose merit as a historian and antiquary are indisputable. To these 
I may be added the name of a man, who, in literature, onght to have 

{ taken the lead ; we mean, John Stow, the subject of our present 

- observations. Benjamin Robins, the compiler of Lord Anson's 

i Voyage, who tmited the powers of the sword and the pen, was pro- 

I fessionally a tailor of Bath ; as was Robert Ifill, of Buckingham, 

who, in the midst of poverty and distress, while obliged to labour at 
his trade for the support of a large family, acquired a knowledge of 
the Hebrew and other languages, such as has only been equalled by 
Magliabecchi, who studied in a eradUy curtained by eabuMbt, and 
colomzed by ipidenf Magliabecchi, who is a most singular instance 
of learning and laziness, corporeal indolence and meatal activity. 
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an adherent of Sir Stephen^ whom we have men- 
tioned in a preceding note. That person^ who^ 
though likewise ^^ a parish priest/' was not 

Of the pilgrim train, 






An awfol, reverend^ and religious man*,' 

had preached at Paul's Cross, in the 3d Edward VL 
where he had levelled the artillery of his eloquence 
at the maypole, or shaft, at St. AndreVs church, 
which he declared to be an irfo/, and the sports of 
the people around it the Devils dance ; he wished 
also to unsaint the churches, and to change the 
Jish-days into festivals. These doctrines an^ po- 
sitions Stow, in his zeal for ancient customs and 
ancient rites, had reprobated: hence the charge 
of his being hostile to the Reformation was made 
against him ; but the falsehood of the priest, who 
urged it, being at length discovered, he was tried 
in the Star-chamber for perjiuy; which being most 
clearly and satisfactorily proved, he was condemned 
to stand in and upon the pillory, which was then 
over the Tun, in Cornhill, and to have the initials 
F. A. *f False Accuser," branded upon his cheek. 
Stow, it appears, by his works, had, as we have 
stated, from a very early period of his life, been 
making his collections, as the objects from which 

was librarian to the Orand Doke of Tiucany; he was skilled in 
eight different languages ; and to a perception so acute, that to Mt 
was, in him, to comprehend, joined a memory equally retentive. 
' '* Chaucer*8 Prologues to the " Canterbury Tales/' Character of 
a good Ptoson, Dryden's Teralon. 
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they enuuwted attracted bis attcHtloTi: be Iwad at a 
Tei7 peculiar time: during his adolescence the Re- 
forinalion had been e£fected ; the faceptRer^ore, 
of ecclesiastical objects, and their appendages, had 
been continually changing, nor were those changes 
uflinarlKd by biu. His library, therefore, even 
when it attracted the attention of Bishop Grtadall, 
must have been large ; yet it was not until, as he 
termed it, he was settled for life, that he began the 
great wmk of arrangement, la this pursuit, his 
historical researches took a more regular turn : 
eager in the chase, he threw the reius of his genius 
upon the neck of his rulijig passion, which might 
have been well typified by the ideal image of an 
impetuous coursers while immersed in study, sur- 
rounded with his books^ he neglected his domestic 
affairs, and, forgetting that excellent civic adage, 
" keep your shop, and your shop will keep you," 
suffered his business, as the vulgar phrase is, to 
st^d '* at sixes and sevens." > 

Having spent his patrimony, and the best put 
of his estate in pursuing his favourite studies and 
labours, he was forced, in the latter jiart of his life, 
to have a subscription made for his relief. And, 
for that purpose. King James 1. granted him a 
license or brief, dated the Bth of May, 1603, which 
was renewed the Mth of November, 1604, autho- 
rizing him or his deputy, to repair to churches or 
other places, to receive the gratuities and cherita- 
^e benevolence of well-disposed people; hut if we 
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(SI, Mftry^Wooliioth,) which amoiiiiiiiied tftJ/i^W, 
there appears to^ haye been very littte cc)B|;rtbi»ted 
lo^ards hi9 reli^. Be»des^ he hMTitl^ IbOd kosjep 
enl>ugh to see the collection completed; ^f^ kt h 
strange/.' as Strype justly abserves^ ^^ that &e city 
of JU^on^ to which he had ddne.nuch serrice and 
honour^ An writing sach an elaborate and aocU'^ 
rate mtfey: thereof; nor the. wealthy company of 
Merchant-Tafloi^^ of which he was a worthy and 
<^editabLe member ; nor^ lastly, the slate^ in grate^ 
All remembrance of his diligent and fsuthftd pains^ 
in composing an excellent history of the kingdom ; 
none (^ them had allotted Ixim some honorary pen- 
sion for life/' : , 

4 

. In addition to the poverty pf Stow> he was much 
afflicted with pains in his feet, probably th^ gout^ 
and also with the stone. Under all these adverse 
circumsjances, and having attained the SC^h year 
of his age, he departed this life, April 5, 16d&, and 
wa3 buried two days aftei'wards in his parjbh^ 
church of St. Andrew Undershaft, wh^e his widow 
erected a decent monument to his memory. 

By Mr. Edmund Howes, who was perfectly ac- 
quainted with Stow, his person and character are 
described in the following words : — " He was tall 
of stature, leane of body and face, his eyes;small 
and chrystaline, of a pleasant and cheerfuU coun- 
tenance, his sight very good, his memory excel- 
lent 5 very sober, mild, void courteous to any that 
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required his instruction ; and t^tained the tnie use . 
of all his senses until the day of his d^th. He 
always protested never to have written any thing 
either for malice^ feare^ or favour^ nor to seek his 
own particular gaine^ or vain glory, atid that his 
only pains and care was to write truth?' As a 
great lover of truth, so was he always inquisitive 
to find it out: and his good judgment, learning, 
and skill in history and antiquities, qualified and 
enabled him not to be put ofi^ with firauds and su- 
perstitious fables, commonly believed and related 
by men of less accuracy ; as is plain from many 
instances in his writings. 

'^ On all occasions Mr. Stow professed a great 
dislike for immorality of every kind, injustice, 
wrongs, frauds, unfaithfiilness, fidsehood, and trea- 
chery ; which shewed an honest and good mind : 
and he spared not to expose the more scandalous 
sorts of men that fell in his way; as lewd and 
unclean priests, unfaithful executors, abusers of 
charitable donations, false jurymen, counterfeit 
physicians, and other cheats and impostors, ex- 
tortioners and cruel oppressors, violators of the 
monuments of the dead, and exalters of themselves 
above their neighbours*.'* 

With regard to his religion, Stow undoubtedly 
was at first a favourer as well as a professor of 
popery : but his words, under the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, ^^ that doctrine is more pure now, than 

* Blograph; Biitannica. 
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it was in the monkish world^^' imply that he had 
then altered his mind. Bein^ a lover of antiquity, 
and admirer of the old religious buildings and 
monuments, he was perhaps prejudiced against 
the reformed religion, because of the terrible havoc 
and destruction those that pretended to it, made 
of them in his days ; a circumstance, indeed, that 
might reiider him less affected to the religion in 
his time reformed, when he noticed how igno-r 
rantly, nay ridiculously, some that professed and 
preached it, shewed their zeal*. Upon the whole, 

* Of this be gires us some instances in Sir Stephen, curmte of St. 
Catherine Cree church parish, where Mr. Stow then lired. That 
curate, in a sermon at St. Paul's, inveighed severely against a long 
maypole, called a shaft, in the next parish to his, named thence 
St. Andrew Undershaft, calling it an idol^ which so inflamed the 
zeal of many of the hearers, because all idols were ordered by public 
authority to be taken away, that a great number of the neighbours 
went the same afternoon, and violently pulled it down from the place 
where it hung upon hooks, and then sawed it into several pieces, of 
which each housekeeper taking a piece, as much as hung over his 
door and stall, and afterwards casting the pieces into one common 
heap, burnt them. Mr. Stow heard this sermon, and witnessed the 
effect of it. The same preacher, taking occasion from that church's 
name, Undershaft, as superstitiously given to it, declared it as his 
judgment, that the names of churches should be altered ; nay, that 
the names of the days in the week might be changed, the fast-days to 
be kept on any days except Fridays and Saturdays : and ' farther, 
that Lent should be observed at any other time than between Shrove- 
tide and Easter. Another practice of this Sir Stephen was, often- 
times to forsake the pulpit, and getting up into a high elm that 
grew in the middle of the churchyard, to preach from thence to the 
people ; and returning into the church, he would say or sing the 
English service, not at the altar, as was vmal, but upon a tomb at 
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he appetes throughout to have been an honest and 
well»ineaning man; and bis. Chronicle, or Annals^ 
4U3 far as they go, are still the best and most exact 
extant. 
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CURIOtJS JPARTICULARS OF THE CUSTOMS AND MAN- 
^ NERS OV THE ANCIENT ENGLISH. 

Marriages among the Angh-Saxons. 
The customs of the Anglo-Saxons (and indeed of 
all the northern nations^) have somewhat particu- 
larly worthy of notice in tbem, as far as relate to 
matrimony. 

An unmarried woman was always supposed to 
have a mund-bora or guardian, or owner: the 
virgin belonged to her father, brother, uncle, or 
nearest male relation: the widow claimed the same 
protection of her dead husliiand's male relations t 
the lover was obliged to buy his mistress of her 
mund-bora by a mede, or gift, the amount of which 
was settled by a law, that set a higher price on the 
maid by one half, than on the relict. If the wooer 
unadvisedly married tbe lady without the muhd- 
bora'& consent, her person and goods were still th^ 
property of her guardian ; and an injury offered to 
her was to be atoned for, not* to the spouse, but to 
the mund-bora. At the wedding*, the mundrbora 

the north nde of (he church. Such were the irregpilar practices of 
the meihodists oi: zealots of lliose times, which served only to ex- 
pose the Reform&tiott. 
. * The nuptial benediction was frequently £^?en to the bride while 
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delivered up his wurd to the spouse, a friend of 
whom had previously avowed himself the guaran*^ 
tee of a proper and steady providon for the bride^ 
in case of her husband's death. At the feast which 
followed, the usual and large presents of gold, 
arms, clothes, household stuff, &c. made by the 
invited relations, formed the portion of the bride, 
who had beside, from custom immemorial, a right 
to ask of her mate on the next sun-rising after her 
nuptials, a ^ morgsen-gife,' or morning's gift, to 
serve as her pin-money*, — Wilk. Leg. Sax. — Spel^ 
man's Oloss. 

Welsh laws with respect to Divorce. 

We are but little acquainted with respect to the 
divorces of the Anglo-Saxons, although they some- 
times appear: but the Welsh laws allowed the 
husband to put away his wife for behaviour tend- 
ing toward adultery } while on her part, she might 
on very slight grounds separate her concerns froni 
his. It was sufficient cause if she discovered he 
had an ill-scented breath. — Leges Wallicm. 

Conjugal authority of the Welsh. 

As regards conjugal authority, our neighbours of 
Wales allotted decisively that, if the wife called her 

standing under a kind of veil^ held over ker head by four tall man, 
that her blushes might be concealed. To a widow> this ceremony- 
was always omitted. — Muratoru 

* We may easily trace here the tmstees to settiement ; and the 
^Tipg away the bride stUl in use with us. To ^plain the morgen- 
gife, we must, perhaps, look to the customs' of the east. 
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husband . opprobrious names — pulled him by the 
beard^ — squandered away his goods — or l^tly, if 
he found her in bed with another man, the injured 
spouse might give her three blows with a itick on 
any part of her head. But if he shodld best her 
more severely, or for a less cause, he was liable to 
pay a considerable fine. 

Education of their Children. 
In the education of their children, the Anglo-Saxons 
only sought to rendec them dauntless and apt for 
the two most important occupations of their future 
lives— war and the chase*. It was a usual trial 
of a child's courage, to place him on the sloping 
roof of a building, and if, without screaming, or 
terror, he held fast, he was styled a stout herce, or 
brave boy, — Howel. 

Sepulture celebrated with more joy than Marriage. 
Much more joyous was the ceremony of sepulture 
among the Anglo-Saxons than that of marriage. 
The house in which the body lay till its burial, 
was a perpetual scene of feasting, singing, dancing, 
and every species of riol ; this was very expensive . 
to the family of the deceased; and in the north it 
was carried so far, that the corpse was forcibly 
kept unburied by the visiting friends, until they 
were certaih that they had consumed all the wealth 

' Aseer, thebii^frapherof Al&ed, menUoiu with amueDiciit, that 
the Yiitg made Ub youogeBt md Etiielward be taught to read, befbr* 
he made Mm acquunted mth himting. — V. Efitdi. 
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that the deceased had left behind hnn^ in games 
and festivity. In vain, did the Church exert itself 
against such enormities^ 'The custom had pre- 
vailed during the times of pi^anism, and was much 
too pleasant to be abandoned by the half christians 
of the early centuries. — Spelman, Spc. 

Private life of the Anglo^Scucons. 

In private life, the Anglo-Saxons were devout to 
extreme credulity, and hospitable to drunken ex* 
travagance : their manners were rough, but social : 
when married, each side respected the nuptial tie; 
and most of the ladies suckled their own children. 
Their boards were plainly, but plentifully served* 
Large joints of roasted meat seem to have had the 
preference; salted victuals were much in use. — 
Hen. of Huntingdon. 

Manners at Table of the Jnglo-Saxons. 

* At table, the rank of the guests was strictly ob- 
. served; and by the laws of Canute, a person sitting 
above his proper station was to be pelted out of his 
place by bones, at the discretion of the company, 
without the privilege of taking offence. -^JBalA. 
Leg. Canut. 

The lady (or as the Saxons named her, ' leef^dien/ 
the bread-giver,) sat, as now, at the upper end of 
the board, and distributed the provisions tc her 
guests. The liquors used at the genteel tables 
among the Anglo-Saxons, were wine, ale, and 
spiced ale, pigment (a composition of wine, spiee^ 
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■ad honey,) momt (honey dUnted with mvlberry 
juice,) and mead.~-Iht Cang^t Glou. m F«rft. 
JUoratum, ifc. 

Dress of the Anglo-Saxon gentlemen, soldUrt, and 
common people. 

Thb dress of the Anglo-Saxon gentlemen was a 
loose cloak, which reached down to the ancles; 
and over that a long robe listened orer both 
shoulders on the middle of the breast, by a clasp 
or backle. The cloaks and robes were frequently 
lined with rich fiirs*, and bordered with gold or 
embroidery. The soldiers and common people 
wore close coats only reaching to the knee ; and 
short cloaks hanging over the left shoulder, and 
buckled on the right. Those had sometimes an 
edging of gold. 

They wore caps that came to a point in front, 
which were probably made of the skins of beasts, 

Drea of the Anglo-Saxon Women. 
The women wore a long loose robe, reaching to 
the grotmd. On their heads hung a veil, which, 
falling down before, was gathered up at the cor- 
ners, and folded round their necks and over their 

* WidsUm, bishop of WorMSIer, wu mocked by the ffisbop of 
ConitMCe for wearing a mantle lined irich tjie fur of Uinbs, tmd 
adrlstd, at least, to adom hia cloak -with cat-skina. ' Alas ! mj 
brotler,' replied Wnlstan, * I have often heard of the Lamb of 
Gol, bat nerer of hia cat.' Thia piece of wit turned the laugh 
agliiut the Oeimaa prelate/— vlnglia Sacra. 



kMoms. The rate was imtally onitaieiifted witb 
a hcoad border, coloured Ot eikihroidered* Slip-* 
pers were worn by men and wonotm of fasbioni 
and the mm had a crafted taadage iu lieu of % 
stbckiug. 

The hair of the men was worn long and adwing, 
and the beard was permitted to grow on the upper 
lip. ' These are .not soldiers, but monks,' said 
one of Harold's spies,, who had watched the Nor- 
mans, and observed with surprise that they had 
no ]?aust$tches ; and bitter were the invectives of 
the Anglo-Saxons against the Conqueror, for forc- 
ing them to abandon these favourite appendages. 
—M. Paris. Fit. Abb. 

Gold chains and bracelets were favourite orna- 
ments of both sexes. — W.of Malmsb. 

MiHiary Amu, SpCi 

In England, every man was a soldier ; and the 
coUnty-meetin^s were styled wapon-taeks, from the 
custom of going armed to the assembly, and of 
toudilng . the spear of the magistrate, to shew the 
rendinesiB pf each inali for taction. Slaves were not 
suffered to carry arms about them j the very gift 
of a weapon conferred freedom, 
. On the other hand> tli^ freeipan never stirred 
abroad without his spear; and laws were actually 
made to guard againt^t the damages occasioned by 
the careless bearei?»~^ttti««. 
In battle,, the peorles. who formed the infantry^ 
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beside a broad sword, and wmedmei a cliib^ bora' 
enly a round shield wlUi an oflfeDgire poioted wea- 
pon in the centre. Tbe caTaby being composed 
of thanes, huscarles, and the richer ceorlei wba 
could afford to keep horses, was better provided 
with defensive armour. The swords of the bme- 
men were long and broad ; and they bore a spear 
in a kind of rest. — Strutfs View. 

Martial Spirit of the Anglo-Saxons, Sfc. 
Thb character of the Anglo-Saxons as to personal 
courage, varied according to the behaviour of tbeir 
leaders. Under Egbert, Albert, and big immediate 
successors, they maintained the credit which their 
German ancestors possessed. Cowed by the un- 
manly bigotry of Edgar and Ethelred the Unready^ 
they shrunk into the meanest degree of cowardice 
and treachery ; but when headed by Edmund 
Ironside and Harold II, they fought (although not 
with success) with the most undaunted bravery. 

Articles of Marriage, Ceremonits, Lamt^ Baptism, Ifc. 
In the article of marriage, very little alteration 
appears in the era of the Anglo-Normans, from the 
custom used by their predecessors. 

The guardianship of the maiden was strictly 
maintained. And an old chronicler bitterly com- 
plains, ' that wardes are bought and solde as 
commonlye as are beastes,' and that • they are 
forced to see with another mannes eye, and say 
yea with another mannes tongue,' &c. 
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The ceremony of patting on the weddmg-ring, 
seems to have been a Norman addition. 

Henry Beauclerc made a law which rendered 
contracts of marriage^ if unwitnessed^ void: it 
restrained matrimony to the seventh degree of 
consanguinity ; and deprived the widow, who 
Should re-marry within a year after her spouse's 
death, of all advantage from any possessions or 
wealth which she might inherit from him. 

Baptism was celebrated nearly as in modern 
times. — Struttf from Langton and PeckhanCs Con^ 
stitutions, 

Funereds of the Anglo-Saxons* 

The funerals of the Anglo-Saxons were magnifi- 
cent. M. Paris tells us that the body of Henry IL 
was dressed in the royal robes, a gold crown on 
the head> and shoes wrought with gold on the feet. 
In this manner it was shewn to the people, with 
the face uncovered. The same author describes 
tlie pompous ceremonies and dresses used at the 
interment of each chiu'ch dignitary ; and has even 
left a drawing by his own hand to illustrate the 
subject. — Sirutt. 

Stone coffins and large wooden chests were used 
to enclose the bodies of the deceased. — Ibid. 

It was the custom with the Anglo-Norman race 
to celebrate a solemn dirge, and to mourn for the 
decease of foreign princes. — Caxtoh's additions to 
the Poiychronicon. 
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Oijfomf introduced by the Norrnam into England. — 
Oath of Knighthood. — Toumamentt, Sfc. — Odl- 
lentry of the times, Sfc. 
Tub customs introduced by the Normans into 
England, were in general praiseworthy and gen- 
tlemanlike, when compared with those of the Ai^ 
glo-Saxons. Knighthood, which necessarily com- 
prehended a brave and liberal heart, a firm demea- 
nour, and a graceful performance of man-like 
exercises, fiourished under their protection. The 
knight, after having served a kind of apprentice- 
ship, during seven or eight years as an esquire, 
bound himself by a solemn oath to be loyal to his 
king, to protect the virtuous part of the fur MXf 
and to rescue widows and orphans fi*om oppressioii 
at the hazard of his life. The tilts and tournamenta 
(which were pompous festivals where the skill and 
agility of thekmght were severely tried) afforded per- 
petual incentives to excellence in military science* } 
and the picturesque duty annexed to chivalry 9t 
chustng a supreme lady, in defence of whose beauty 
and virtue her knight was always ready to oomhat, 
hid its own absurdity under a veil of eleguice. — ■ 
St. Palat/« sur la Chevalerie. 

* Tbe very great hazard of thia irarllk* (port, oecauoncd it to b« 
forbiddm, by {layi Lambarde) decrees of aeTeral popca ; Ikow irtio 
fell at tiUingi were also (as Camden writes) dsnied christian bnriit. 
Tlie MTtre prohibitioDs uem to have related more to private eicr- 
dsM, than to royal toamaments, which gdned moch ground aadet 
Richani Ccenr de Lion, and bis puccetMr, Tb««e daiifen bdnf 
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Favourite Sports of the principal Normans. 

Besidb the tournament^ a diversion allotted only 
to persons of rank^ the favourite sports 6f the prin- 
cipal Normans were hunting and hawking ; these 
the kings* and prelates f and noblemen pursued 
with an incredible eagerness, and without the 
smallest regard to the labours of the husbandman. 
" By these pursuits," says John of Salisbury, '* they 
lose their humanity, and become monsters, like the 
savage animals they chase; shepherds and their 
flocks are driven from their pastures, that wild 
beasts may range in them at large. Should one of 
those potent sportsmen approach your dwelling, 
hasten to bring out every refreshment you have in 
your house, or which you can beg or borrow of your 
neighbours, lest you should find the fatal conse- 
quence of your neglect, and perhaps be accused of 
treason.' 

sufficiently provided for^ (says Lambarde,) and the men waxing ex- 
pert : — ^yet not so " expert," but that many fatal accidents occurred ; 
as witness an earl of Pembroke, an earl of Moray, a duke of Albany, 
and a king of France, who, with many more, owed their death to 
tUting ! 

* Their predecessors of the Saxon race had set them the example. 
£dward the Confessor, as ought have been told in its place, xeceiTed 
yearly, from the manor of Barton, near Gloucester, 3000 loaves of 
bread for the maintenance of his dogs. — Atkyns. 

f Peter de Blois records the exploits of Walter, bishop of Ro- 
<^he8ter, who, at the age of 80 years, followed the chase with such 
perseverance and spirit,, that he totally neglected the affairs of hit 
diocese 
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Domestic AmusemtaU of the Great. — Gamngflnc. 
Tbb game of cbess, and still more the various 

chances oi the dice, constituted domestic amuse- 
ments for the great. That they carried these to 
excess, we may judge from many circumstances : 
even the horrors of civil war could not damp their 
spirit of g^miing ; for M. Paris complains of the 
Barons, associated to resist the tyranny of John, for 
spending their time in luxury and playing at dice, 
when their appearance was wanted in the lield. 
Excessive gaming at dice was restrained hy the se- 
cond of those laws which the united kingdoms of 
England and France drew up in 1190 for the go- 
vernment of the force fitted out against the Sara> 
cens : there it is enacted that knights and clerks 
shall be restrained to the loss of twenty shillings 
(nearly what fifteen pounds would be in the 
eighteenth century) in a day; but that soldiers 
and sailors, if detected in playing for money, shall 
be fined at will, or whipped, or ducked.— Bri/mp- 
ton. Benedict. Abbas. 

The Drama. 
Theatrical entertainments were not wholly un- 
known. The miracles of saints and the sufferings 
of martyrs were the subjects of dramatic entertain- 
ments in Xjondon, as Fitz-Stephens writes ; and 
we find, by M. Paris, that Geoffrey, an abbot of 
St. Albans, was tlie autbor of a play of St. Kathe- 
rine, and that he borrowed from the sacristfui the 
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holy yegtments of Ae abbey, to adorn the actors. 
The more gross amusemeots of the Norman nobi- 
lity, in the pantomime style, have been men- 
tioned in a former note by John of Salisbury, who, 
though a severe, was a tolerably candid, critic on 
the times he lived in. 

Diversions of the Common People. 

Thb common people were not without their di- 
versions: bull-baiting, cock-fighting, and horse- 
racing were known to the men of London : the 
sports on the Thames, the skaiting, and the various 
exercises of the twelfth century, are accurately, 
and even elegantly, painted by Fitzstephens in his 
description of London. 

Characteristic Traits^ and Degeneracy of the Normans, 

CustomSy 2fc. 

Thb Normans were sober and delicate at their 
meals when they first invaded England: it was 
not long, however, before they equalled their pre- 
decessors in feasting, and even added costly epi- 
curism to brutal gluttony*. Yet two meals each 
day supplied the place of the Anglo-Saxon four ; 

* ' Their baggage hones are loaded/ (says Peter de Blois» de- 
scribing the barons and knights going to war,) ' not with weapons, 
but wine ^ not with lances, but luncheons ; not with battle-axes, but 
bottles ; not with spears, but spits. All the sorts of beasts that 
roam on the land, of fishes that swim io. the water, »nd of birds 
that fly in the ur,' were collected for the table of William de Long- 
champ, Bishop of Ely, says one of his contemporaries. — Benedict, 
Abbas. 
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andRobert de Mdlart, prime minister and hrourlte 
of Henry Besudero, strove hard to reduce tboM 
two to one. — W. Mahmb. 

Among the most deepotie borooB there wm a 
kind of gross hospitality and indiscriminate cha- 
rity*, which caused their tyranny to be awt- 
looked. 

The dinner was held at nine in the morning, the 
supper at iive in the afternoon. Besides the com- 
mon meats, many dishes were used with the com- 
position of which we are not now acquainted. Aa 
to liquors, they had several kinds, compounded of 
honey, of spices, and mulberry juice^ such as bypo- 
cras, pigment, claret, perry, and ale. 

Various kinds of bread were in use. The ' panis 
peperatis' was a sort of gingerbread. Wassel cakes 
and lemuel cakes, as they were part of the royal - 
allowuice of the king of Scots when ia England, 
were probably made of the finest meal. — Rym. 
Fmdera. 

There was great inconsistency in the general and 

■ As, for instance, that of Sir Willuun Fitz-WiUi»in, who lired 
about 1117, sod vbo inscribed on a croa. In Sprolaboroagh High- 
atreet, fte following renei, which (together with tht cron) wera 
destroyed in 1520 : — 

' WboBD ia hungry, uuJ lut wQl eite. 
Let liii" come to Sprotsboraugh for hit meate, 
';■( j '\ And for a night, and for a daje, 

if . ij Hia hone shall h^e both come and luye, 

'* I And no man diall ask him when he goetb awajt.' 
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national cbaraclier of the Anglo-Normam :. they 
were at the same. time, acutely discerning. and 
gro&'ily credulous ^^ honourably brave^ and atroJ^ 
dously cruel; respectful to the fair sex, even to 
adoration, yet.brutally licentious in their conduet 
. to individuals ; effeminate in their dress and> ifaam 
ni^^y yet patient of almost intolerable fatigues. ' 
During more than one hundred years, theNorr 
mans in England shaved their faces. W. de Percy 
(who accompanied Duke Robert, in 1096, to Palesi 
tine) was styled, on account of his singularity as 
to this point, ^William Alga*nons/ or Willi««n 
with the whiskersf. 

Dress of the Anglo-Normans. 
The dress of the Anglo-Normans in the eleventh 
century was simple, if not elegant. The great wore 
a long and loose gown, which reached down to 
their heels, and had its bottom frequently em- 
broidered with gold. Over this hung an equally 
long cloak, which was generally buckled over the 
breast. When riding or walking abroad, a hood 
always hung behind the cloak. The close gown 
was put over the hood like a sheet, and fastened 
round the waist by a girdle, which was often em- 
broidered and set with precious stones. — Strutt, 
from Ant. Painting. ^' / 

They wcH'e breeches and stockings made of fine 

* As witness their entire belief in astrology, 
t From this old French name springs < Algernon/ a favourite 
appelH^tion in the noble family of Percy.-- -Co//. Peerage. 

C 
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cloth^ and sometimed very costly. Tlie absurd 
long^toed shoes came in with William Rufiis. The 
qiieen and the wo&en of &^on wore loose 
^wns trailiDg on the ground, and girt round die 
^waist. . The married women had an additional robe 
over the gown, hanging down before, not unlike a 
sacerdotal garment. To the girdle a large purse or 
pouch was suspended. The men wt>re their hair 
long, except sometimes when suddenly wrought on 
by fanaticism. 

In the intervening centuries we find strange 
yariationa from this simplicity of habit. The cru- 
sades indeed seem to have introduced to northern 
Europe, among other vices, luxury and effeminacy 
in dress to a degree which a modem man of 
fashion would blush to imitate'*. The umbrella 
was in use as early as the reign of king Stephen.— 
Struti, 

The tournament shone in its highest lustre 
during the thirteenth and fourteenth ages. The 
rival monarcbs of England and France had found 
the energetic valour of their nobility depended 
greatly on the prevalence of this institution ; and 
it was proportionately encouraged. The effect was 
considerable in a military light ; but its expences 
were vast, its dpngers great ; and when the ladies 

*, C^wsttlt die curioiu engravioga in Stnitt's Regal Antiquitiefl. 
HolUngshed asserts^ that Sir John Arundel, when setting out on an 
expedition against the coast of France, at a period little later than 
this, had fifty-two new suits of apparel of cloth of gold or tissue. 
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began to take delight iu pursuing eOdiibUkms of 
this kind from one end of the realm to the oOoM^y^ 
it certainly neither increased t^te delicaey norihe 
humanity of the sex. The chase, and, in general^ 
the sports of the field; were still eagerly followed 
by those of the highest ranks. — FroUsafiyfossim. . 

Amusements of. the Anglo'Saxons,-^My$teries and 
Miracles. — Passion for Feasting, — People of 
Fashion, ^c. between the 13th and I4th Centuries. 

Thb amusements of the people continued nearly 
the same as in the ages immediately preeecKng. 
They deceived, indeed, from a proclamation of Ed* 
wsu-d II. in 1363, an admonition, that it would re- 
dound much more to their credit if they would, 'like 
those of former times, apply themselves to archery, 
instead of spending their time in throwing stones, 

* The picture of the fair rantipoles of England, at a period when 
the pride of glory and conquest had exhilarated the hearts of both 
sexes almost to insanity, as dravni by a contemporary, is too curious 
to be omitted in this place. <' These tonmaments aM attetuM. 
by many ladies, of the first rank and greatest beauty » but not 
always of the most untunted reputation. These ladies are dressed 
in party-coloured tunics, one half being of one colour, and the 
other half of another. Their lirripes (or tippets) ate very short, 
their capd remarkably littk, and vmptabottt their heads with cords $ 
their girdles are ornamented with goM and silrer, aad they wear 
short swords (tike daggers) before them, wluch hang across the sto- 
mach. They are mounted on the finest horses, with the richest fhr- ' 
miore : thvs equipped, they ride from place to jj^ace in quest «^ 
toiutnaments ; by which they dissipate their fortunes, and not uA* 
fieeqnentiiy nun their reputation.*— JSTn^Atwn afial Hmiry. 
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wood, or irbn ; in playing' at hRnd-ball, foot-ball, 
or' club-ball; in bull-baiting, and cock-fighting, 
<h: in> more uselesB and disbooeet games.' — ^m.- 

rod. 

MyBteries uid miraelee,a kind of poetic dialt^ue, 
representing detached scenes from the Old and New 

Testament, were the only dramatic amusements ; 
and were acted sometimes by monks, sometimes 
by commercial companies. There were indeed, 
also, serious reflections on human life in ven-e, 
equally heavy and ill-judged. — Warton. 

As to tragedy and comedy, when spoken of, a 
narration, not a drama, seems to have heen in- 
tended. — Prologue to Chaucer's Monk's Tale. 

That there were entertainments of a more divert- 
ing turn, we may conjecture from the number of 
minstrels and jongleurs which were entertiuned 
and encouraged by the great. An old chronicle, 
cited by St. Palaye, introduces some of that mirth- 
loving crew dancing on ropes, others riding on 
osen, dressed in scarlet, and sounding their horns 
on the approach of every dish at the nuptials of 
prince Robert of France, at Compeigne, in 1237- 
John of Salisbury too recounts some of their feats of 
buffoonery; but none seem to have been con- 
nected like a ftrce or pantomime*. 

* Id the dxUi of Edirard III. ire find a cata^irj of men, (fylod 
vtfraota, ordered to be whipt througb LondoD for repr«Mntiiv 
■und^Dt tlunif* In sle-hoiue*, Ac. Tbe«e tre iDpiMMed to tun 
been ' mummerf ,' a specie* of performen lo tlie lowett and qort 
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The passion for feasting increased so much in 
England in the fourteenth century, that a severe 
law was enacted by Edward III. to restrain certain 
ranks to proportionable banquets ; yet the example 
he gave edified not; for when his son^ Lionel of 
Clarence, married Violentes of Milan^ there were 
thirty courses, and the fragments of the table fed a 
thousand persons. 

- ^The wines' must not be .forgotten when., we 
treat of the luxuries of our ancestors. The .ex- 
pression denoted a collation taken by the great and 
elegant just before they went to bed, and consistc^d 
x>f spiced liquors and delicate cakes. 

The varied and . ridiculous modes of dcess whiph 
the thirteenth and fourteenth centiuries produced^ 
^were very justly, the subject of bitter reprehension 
from the satirists of the time. . Sometimes,' too, the 
higher powers attempted to regulate them, but 
«ever with success*. 

The dress of the ladies of fashion has b^n de- 

Bcnrrilons dramatic line. They always went masked, were lawlew 
and profligate, and were at length proscribed by. a statute in the 
^ihivd of Henry VIII. — Pr^w» to Doddey*M Old Ptayu 

* The long-toed shoes in particular were, during three centuries, 

in vain assaulted by bulls from the popes, decrees of council, and 

declamations of the clergy. These strange favourites were called 

'brackowes/ and were sometimes cut at tiie top in imitation <if 

.church windows. Chaucer's spruce clerk, Absolon, 

* Had Paulis windowes corven on his shoes.' Henry. 

Gloves were a costiy article of dress to our ancestors : they were 
irequently adorned with precious stones.— Rot. pep, opud WarUm. 



so 
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scribed in a preceding note ; and the foUowing por- 
trait^ drawn by a masterly pencil^ does at least 
equal justice to the fine gentlemen of the age. 

* What could exhibit a more fiintastical appear- 
ance ' than an English' beau of the fourteenth 
century ? He wo]^e long-pointed shoes fastened to 
his knees by gold or silver chains; hose of one co* 
lour on the one leg^ and of another colour on the 
other ; short breeches which did not reach to the 
'mlddie of hift thighs, and disclosed the shape of aB 
the parts included in them ; a coat, the one half 
white, the other half black or blue ; a long iieard ; 
a silk hood buttoned under his chin^ embroidered 
wit& grotesque figures of animals, dancing men, &c., 
and sometinies *<»3iamented with gold and precious 
stones.* This dress was the top of the mode in the 
reign of Edward III * 

We may in some measure guess at Ae expences 
which the dress of the times must occasion to a 
man of the world, by the account which Adam 
Merrimult gives of Sir John Arundell's wardrobe, 
when setting out, in 1380, on a warlike expedition 
against France : he had ^ two and fiftie new suits 
of apparell of cloth of gold or tissue.' 

To this let us add the contemporary bard's de- 
rscription of the manner in which a person of rank 



* When Uie personage Aove described was mounted, he was not 
gallantly equipped unless the horse's bridle or some part of the 
furniture was full of small bells. Vincent of Beauyids, an early 
writer* blames the knighta templars for haying to their horse fur^ 
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sdi^ild be accommodated at his hours of re<^ 
pose*. 

Your Wtnk^ilesflluillbtdf AMtyaae, . 
Your riietes shall be of dcltliea of rayaa* 
Your hed«-shete shall be of pery pfghta^ 
With dyamonds sette and rubys bryghte. 

When you are laid in bed 90 softe, 
A cafe of golde shall hange of lofte, 
Wylholooge jpej^ersayre brenynge, 
. And clcrrfs thpl be swete smeUynB* 

Squire ^ Low Degree, iqpud Weaicn* 

MBmcAii knowledge^ at the commencement of the 
fourteenth century^ seems to have been at a very 
low ebb. Gilbert English (the oldest writer on 
these subjects in our language) is said^ by Dr. 
Freind^ to have borrowed all his science from 

ttitare ^ campanulas infizas, magnum emittentes sonitum/ Wickliflb 
censures the priests of his day for their ' #air hors, and JoQie gait 
sadeles and brideles, which ring by the way. Then Chaucer's monk, 

w 

* whfen he rod, men might his bridle here 

Gingling in a whistling wind as clere ' 

And eke as lowde as does the chapell bell,' &c. 

And the great Cceur de Lion, as we are told in the romance which 
bears his name, 

< Hye crouper hengeMl of belles.' 

Wanmt'i Histaty ef Poetry. 

* Mr. Strutt remarks, that even royal andnoUe personages aj^iear, 
in iUnminations* &c;, to have beentotdly naked in ihdr beds duiinf 
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries ; and this appears strange, as 
in the Saxon, Danish, and e^ly Anglo-Norman eras, there appears 
to haTe been close garments, like thirts, on «very figure lying in 
litd^' '"Customs J 8^, 
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the Arabiui writen. Jobo de Gaddesden, Ivbose 
'Medical Rose' is a compendium of the whole 
practice of physic used ia Ei^land in bis time, and 
who ha3 been coosnlted by princes, and com- 
mended by Geoffry Chaucer, appears, by some of 
his recipes, lo be extremely ignorant and super- 
stitious. He cured, he says, a son of Edward II. 
of the small pox, by wrapping him up in scarlet 
clotb, and hanging scarlet curt^ns round his bed 1 
As a remedy for the epilepsy, this &utastical physi- 
cian orders the patient to he carried to church, to 
bear the mass during the fast ' qoatuor tempcHrura,' 
and afterwards to wear round his neck a verse of 
the. day's gospel, written on aseroll by the priest. 
Yet John de Gaddesden, in his KosaAnglica, points 
out the.way of renderingsalt water fresh by distil- 
lation, a discovery supposed to be of mucbm(n% 
jQodem date- — Freind. Aikin. 

State of Surgery. 
Thb following extract from a treatise composed by 
Guido de Cauliaco, in 1363, will, as Dr. Henry 
justly observes, clearly point out the state of 
cbirurgery at the sera, of which we treat : 

.' There are,' says he, ' five sects of surgeons : the 
first follow R<^r, Rowland,- &c., and apply poul- 
tices to all wounds and abscesses ; the second follow 
Brumis and Theodoric, and use wine only ; the 
third follow Saliceto and Langfranc, and treat 
wounds with ointments and soft plaisters ; the 



! 
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fourth are chiefly Germans^ who attend to tl|e ar- 
mies, and promiscuously use charms^ potions^ oil, 
and wood ; the fifth are old women and ignorant 
people, who in all cases have recourse to the 
saints. — G, de CkmUaco^ apud Freind. 

The fi*equency : of famines, which prieyailed in tbe 
earlier centuries, affords too clear a proof of the 
slow progress of agricultural improvement. The 
wretched tenure by which the inferior farmers held 
.their lands (a tenure which obliged them to discoa-r 
tinue that labour which they were employing in 
tlieir own fields, and to transfer it. to that of their 
lords, whether prelates or barons,) was an effectual 
bar to every, amendment of soil. 

Horticulture. 

If gardening throve better, it was because it. flou- 
rished immediately by the protection of the great* 
Almost every castle. or monastery had its kitchen- 
garden, physic-garden, orchard, imd, fi*equently, 
its vineyard ; and, strange as it may appear .to those 
who consider how much less is now brought about, 
although with much greater advantages, yet it does 
appear from evidence we cannot well doubt, that 
at . the period we now allude to, there was /v^ne 
made in England in great quantity, and of a qua- 
lity too, which at least is never mentiopc^d to Jt^ 
disparagements , . , 

. c2 



ABTS, GCIBNCBS, AND COMMBRCB OT BMOLANS, 
FROM TH£ HEPTABCHT TO TUB SMD Of THB 
BEIGN OF EICHAED II. 

Poetry, Mutie, and Musical Instruments. 
PoBTBT was in the highest esteem with all the 
.northern nations, and the fragments left by the 
WelA bards, show diat Britain stood forward in 
HaX science. It wanted not regal encouragement! 
" 'Should I desire the moon of my Prince as a pre- 
fieat, (sings a Briton, with a happy enthusiasm,) 
he wouid bestow it on me." — Specimeits of Welsh 
Pott^. 

The sacred regard in which the minstrels were 
held, even by the barbarous Danes, is plainly shewn 
by the method that Alfred took to inspect the camp 
of his foe. 

Music was not tltilcnuwn in these gloomy times; 
the harp was universaHy studied and honoured 
by Saxons and Britons. A crulh or crowd, which 
in some measure resembled the modem violin, was 
used in Wales; in the reign -df Sdgar, 5t> Dun- 
stan gave a fine organ to Glastonbury ; and thus 
W. of Malmsbury describes it : — " Orguro, ubi 
per seiieas fistulas musicis mensuris elaboratas,dud- 
um conceptas, foUts vomit anxius auras." 

But it was to vocal 'improvements in church^ 
m^ic that the greatest attentioiTwas paid in Eng'-' 
land; teachers were sent for, at a great-cost,' frohi' 
distant countries ; and the monks frequently tra- 



velkd to Rome^ that they" might learn to excel their 
brethren m a- science on which their promotion 
often depended.— -jBtfdle^ 4^« 

Bells. 
Bbllis^ though not large ones^ grew common 
throughout Europe^ toward the tenth centmyyand 
were hung in the wooden towers of chnf ctes * ; 
the altars alone^ were ordered by the canons to 1m 
built of stone.— Ifezeroy, » 

In the reign of Athelstane^ Turketul, Abbot <rf 
Croyland, gave to that monarch the first set of bcflls 
(as Ittgulpfaus asserts^) ever known in England^ 
Nevertheless there had been single bells in £ng^ 
land, in the seventh century. The vet^rable Bede 
makes mention of them. 

Clocks. ' 

The first clock which appeared in Europe, wa^ 
probably that which Eginhard, (the secretary of . 
Charlemagne,) describes as sent to his Royal mas^^' 
ter, by Abdalla, Kmg of" Persia. " A horologe of 
brass, wonderfully constructed, for the course of 
the twelve hours, answered to the hour glass, with 
as many little brazen balls, which drop down on a' 

^ The application of bells, as well as the degree of favonr shown 
to their music, has yaried xhuch at different periods. We are told 
by M. Paris, that the bells were not allowed to ring at funerals, ap^ 
parently from th^ inspiring too gay ideas ; on the other hand, at a 
time somewhat later, the eltizens of Boiurdeaux, who had, for rebel- 
lions behaviour, been deprived of their bells, refused to receiye them 
again, " having never been so happy as since they had been rid of 
their odious jingling." 
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«tnrt of. bella underneath^ and soonded each other." 
T— The. Venetians had clocks in 872, and sent a tpe- 
cimen of tbem in that year to CoustantiiK^le. 

WooU/m Mttmtfacturet, Dyittg, 4^. 
THE^neceesary art of making woollen .cloth,- was - 
brmight^ such perfection in England, that a Nor- 
.man writer speaks of English weavers with adiai- 
ratioo. The value of a sheep's fleece was well un- 
derstood, and rated at two-fifths of die fuiimal's 
whole price. 

The art of dying cloths was not unknown in 
England. On the contrary, it was at this time 
common. 

At Rome and Ravenna, and in some large French 
towns, there were in the ninth century manu&c- 
turers of woollen stuffs and of iron wares inlaid 
with gold and silver ; they made glass also. $i1k 
was not woven in the west until 400 years after- 
wards, but the Venetians began to import it from 
Constantinople . 

St. Bonitace desires, about this time, a German 
Bishop to send him " some cloth with a long nap, 
to be used in washing his feet," He. appears to 
mean woollen cloth. Linen was extremely scarce : 
this circumstance probably occasioned the lepro- 
sies, so common in the early ages. — Voltaire. 

Physic and Surgery. 
Phtbic and chirurgery were in the early ages at a 
low ebb; old women seem chiefly to have stu- 



f^iedthje medical arts among the northern natiom^ 
and as they mingled charms, and spells with their 
prescriptions^ the patient's fancy sometimes ef- 
fected, or at least assisted, the cure : as Christia- 
nity gainedground, the clergy, having time in their 
hands, applied themselves to the study of medicine, 
but made so little progress, that, for a long space, 
holy water wa» the prescription to which they 
chiefly trusted. — Keyler. AnL Sept. Bede. 

. Necessaries of Life, state of Agriculture, &c. 

The means of supplying life with necessaries, were 
but imperfectly known and cultivated. The poor 
Pagans of Sussex, though starving for want of food, 
knew not how to catch any fish, except eels, until Bi- 
shop Wilfred, (who, in 678, took shelter in that dis- 
trict,) instructed them in the use of nets. He took 
three hundred at a draught ; and by thus supplying 
the bodily wants of his catechumens, rendered their 
minds tractable to his doctrines, and easily accom- 
plished their conversion.— F. Welfr. 

We know little of the state of agriculture in 
England ; in the laws of Wales are many regula- 
tions respecting ploughs, which were so scarce, 
that societies were formed under l^al pi'otection, 
to fit them out with oxen, geer, &c.-— liqr. Wall. 

Throughout the island, the monks were much 
the best husbandmen; they seem to have been 
also the only gardeners ; . and we have actually a 
i^ecord, desci*ibing a pleasant and fruitfiU close at 
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Ely, cnltirated in 674, byBrithnorth, itofintabbot. 
—Hut. EL aptui Oak. 

Names of the Monih4 givtn by the Saxotu. 
Odb Saxon ancestors could ^re more eatJs&ctory 
reasons for the names of their months, than we 
can for ours. December, which stood first, was 
styled " Mid-winter monath." January wasj 
" Aefter- yula,"or after Christmas.| February, " Sol- 
iDonath," from the returning sun. March, "Bhede, 
or Rethe-monath," rough or rugged month. April, 
" Easter-monath," from a Saxon goddess, whose' 
n^me we still preserve. May was " Trimilchi," 
from Qie cows being then milked thrice in the day. 
June, " Sere-monath," dry month. July, " Msed- 
monatli," the meads being then in their bloom. 
August was " Weod-monath," from the luxuriaoce 
of weeds. September, " Heerfest-monath." Oc- 
tober they called " Winter ^Uith," from winter 
approaching with the full moou of that month. 
And, lastly, November was styled " Blot-monatl^" 
tnna the blood of the cattle slain in that month, 
and stored for winter provision. Verstegan names 
the months somewhat differently. 

Architecture of the Anglo-Saxona. 
Abcbitbctdbe flourished little among the Anglo- 
Saxons. Vast sums were indeed expended on 
monastic edifices, but cost more than taste or du-* 
raluHty geems to have been attended to :' Ina, one . 
of the priaees of the Heptarchy, is said, by W. of 



AWtSy SCISNCXS, &C. or BK6LAND. 39 

Malnesbuiy, to have laiA out 3651bB. of gold, and 
38871 pounds of silver, on the erection and orna- 
ments of a single chapel, at Glastonbury. 

Wilfred bishop of York, Benedict Biscop, founder 
of Weremouth^abbey, and a few more, are rcfk)rted 
to have erected elegant stmctures: the cathedral 
fH H^diam is highly s|)oken of. — F. Wilfred. 

lali^r times, the edifices raised by Alfred and 
his son Edward, are much famed. Yet in the day* 
of Edgar the Peaceable, no monasteries were to 
be found built of better matcriate than rotten 
boards*.— >r.o/*Afo/»i*ft. 

. Scotland and Wales bad still less to boast of in 
point of structures. 

The Saxons usually built their houses <^ clay, 
kept together by wooden frames. Bricks were 
scarce, and used as ornaments.*— S^rti^^. 

Lambecius speaks of a stone edifice raised at 
Hamburgh in or near 1053, which excited the 
wonder of the country. 

Glass-making. 
Thb art of making (and probably of painting) glass 
was known ; as Wilfred, bishop of York, is recorded 
to have used it in York cathedral. — fV. ofMalmsh. 
de gest. poht. 

Smiths* 
As necessary in the fitting of arms, smiths were 
tolerably expert, and held in great repute. By the 

* St. Paul's cathedral was burnt down u^-SSl* and. built up again 
within the year. Wliat must the materials have been ? — Maitlahd, 
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laws of WaleSj.the smith held his rank next to that 
of the chaplain at the prince's court.—Leg. /fW. 

JewdUry and Embroidery. 
Ybrt highly finished works of gold and silver were 
the produce even of our darkest ages. The tnonka, 
whose time in retirement might well be so ein- 
ployed, were the best artists: St. Duiutui had 
great feme in this branch of sculpture. Ajewiel 
now in the Museum, at Oxford, undoubtedly made 
by command of, and worn by the great Alfred, is 
an existing witness of the height to which the art 
was carried. Curious reliquaries, finely wrought, 
and. set with precious stones, wa% usually styled 
throughout Europe, " Opera Anglica." — W. of 
Malmib. 

The use of gold and silver was not unknown to 
tbe Welsh in 842, when their laws were collected. 
The man who dared to insult the King of Aberfraif, 
was to pay (besides certain cows and a silver rod) 
a cup, which would hold as much wine as his 
majesty could swallow at a draught; its cover was 
to be as broad as the king's face ; and the whole 
as thick as a goose's egg, or a ploughman's thumb 
uEul. — Leg. Wal. 

That embroidery was much attended to in Nor- 
mandy, the celebrated tapestry worked by Matilda, 
the wife of William the Conqueror, and still shewn 
at Bayeux, is an undeniable proof. A contempo- 
rary writer (William of Poitiers) praises the skill 



qf the Anglo-Saxon ladies in this delieal;e art ; and 
the mantle of Witlaff^ king of Mercia^ proves thajt 
it had long been known in Britain. 

Commerce of BritcUn during the Heptarchy. 
'Thb commerce of Britain during this period^ ap- 
pears to have been very little attended to : Ofia^ 
king of Mercia, was checked by Charlemagne when 
lie attempted to enlarge it ; and Alcuinus, the 
Mercian ambassador^ could gain veiy little for his 
country, altibough he established his own interest 
•with the western emperor. Pilgrims to holy places 
were the smugglers during that eccentric period ; 
and then* baggage oftener consisted of prohibited 
•merchandise than of reliques or provision.— W. of 
Malmsb, 

The great Alfred had enlarged ideas of com- 
merce : he sent rich presents to the inhabitants of 
the Indian peninsula ]; and received from thence 
jewels of considerable value. One day he gave to 
the historian Asser^ a silken cloak^ and a large 
parcel of frankincense. — Aster. F. Alf 

Hence it is plain he had found means to acquire 
the rich commodities of the east. 

Edward the Elder followed the steps of Alfred ; 
and Athelstan promulgated excellent laws in* favour 
of sea-adventurers. By these encouragements tlie 
manners and shipping of England increased so 
much^ that the fleet of Edgar the Peaceable is 
spoken of by historians as numerous beyond mo- 
dem credibility. 
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Dnrtng' the unhftppy reign of BthelBtii) the tJti^ 
ready, the commerce of Load<Hi moBt unacoomt- 
tably midnt^ed its groand ; and we find several 
hiunane laws made under that prince, for the pro- 
tection of distresseil foreign merchiutmHi : tlwre 
Was a company o( Genuan traders, called the 
'^ Emjpovr's," who resided even then in London,. 
and jMid an yearly tribute to tfte kinjf fi>r his pro- 
tectioD. — AtidenoK. 

. There wece ships fi^u . Normandy, &c. wimk 
t>rougbt wine. There .were ish/uig-boat^ wMA 
paid toU, and Bfynesgale (BiUtffg^fat^ was the 
pioBt noted quay of Londou. — Xeg. EUuls, 

lie seamen <^ London are expressly mentioned 
by more than one historiim, as taking an active 
part relative to the disposal of the crown, together 
with the other citizens, when Ethelred II. deserted 
th£ throne. Beside thie^ the great fleets which 
were more-tban once Atced out &t a veryshort no- 
tice during that t^ihappy teiga, prove that mari- 
ners must hare abound^, although the quarrels 
and treachery of their leaders rendered their skill 
and valour useless. 

Medicine and Law. 
Among the Anglo-Normans, the science of medi- 
cine (as well as that of law) was moaopotized by 
the clergy. It could not be otherwise; for with 
ecclesiastics only, in the early centuries, was the 
residence of literature. 
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In neillier scieoGe did the mosks excel*'* The 
suocessiTe deaths of a king t>f Engkaid^ and a 
jdcdie of Austria^ eaoh^ as it is said, through the ig* 
iie^uioe,of their medical attendants; and the per- 
petual complaiats respecting dishonesty, bribery, 
and injuseiee, in the courts of law, too clearly wit- 
ness, that the weight of these sciences was too 
great to be borne by one division (and that a nar- 
row spirited and fanatic ione) of society* 

Agriculture. 
In this branch of knowledge, the priests* suc- 

^ John of Salisbury, in his Polycraticon, severely lashes the pe- 
Jlantiy, ranity, and greecUness of his nuidical contemporaries. Yet, 
hp my9» he writes in fear; as he is frequently oUSsed tp be under 
their care^ worthless as they are. At length he takes courage.. 
'* Two maxims/' he writes, '' they never violate; not to regard 
the poor, and always to take money of the rich." 

How justly may the nineteenth century boast, that physicians and 
HMtrgemis now iindi« as much interest for permisdon to wait on the 
jNiorttt and most miserable of their feUow-creaturei, collected togi»- 
t^r in hospitals, as for the Duwt shewy attendance even on the per- 
son of the sovereign ! 

When any singular disease occurred, recottrse wie frequently had, 
]& the early ages, to Jew phyncians, who were supposed to have 
more kiiowle4ge and practical success than their Christian biathreo 
in science. As the practice x)f physic was very profitable, it tempted 
the monlu to neglect their conventual duty; insomuch, that it wsa 
found necessary, at the council of Tours, in 1163, to form a canoi^ 
in order to restrain these avaricious ecclesiastics from leaving their 
convent to act aiB phjhsiciAns, more than tvro months at one time.— - 
BuUei Hitt, Un* Parisieruis, 

* Sometimes the baron became an enterprising farmer. Richard 
de Rnlos, chamberltdn to the first WilUam, drained bogs, enclosed 
commons, and (after building the significantly-named town of 
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ceeded better than.in either law or medicine. The 
.foreign monkB lirought many improvements in hus- 
bandry from Flanders, Normandy, &c. and with 
their own hands assisted in putting them in prae- 
.tice. The monk Gerrese informs us, that Thomaa ' 
a Becket condescended to go with his clergy, sad 
assist the neighbours in reaping their com and 
housing Uieir hay; and these clerical exertions 
were thought so meritorioUB, that a decree lathe 
Lateran coudcII (A. D. 1179) encourages every 
monk to become a former j and holds out to him> 
while so employed, immunity and protection. 

The instruments of husbandry were (according 
to Strutt, whose observations are made from con> 
temporary drawings) so near to thoae of the present 
age in point of form, that any description of them 
would be totally unnecessary. 

The formers of Scotland, at this time, were a^ 
patently some years behind their southern brethren 
in the study of husbandry j and those of Wales are 
remarked by Giraldus Cambrensis, to have pre- 
pared their land for wheat in a different methtxl 
^m that adopted in England; to have used a 
sickle that bad two wooden handles ; and to have 
made the driver of their ploughs walk backward, 
while giuding his horses. 

Gardemttg improved b^ the Normans, 
Thb art of gardening received considerable im- 

DeeiNDg, Id Idncolmliire] changed the buki of the WelUoiil &ov 
qiugmlrei to gardent and orchards.— A«ivy,fran Ji^i^plkiM. 



AATS^ SCIENCBS', &C. OF BN6LAND. 45 

provement from the Normans ; particularly with- 
respect to the culture of the vine^ which^ according 
to W. Malmsburjr^ had, in his time, arrived to 
such perfection within the vale of Gloucester, that 
a sweet and palatable wine, ^^ little inferior to- 
that of France,*' was made there in abundance. 

Woollen Cloths improved in England^ ^c. 
The very necessary art of making woollen cloth 
(introduced or at least highly improved in England 
by colonies of Flemings) seems to have flourished 
more in the eleventh and twelfth centuries than in 
those immediately succeeding: this may be reason- 
ably accounted for by the civil wars, which deso- 
lated the island, and ruined every species of com- 
merce and manufacture under Stephen, John, and 
Henry the Third. 

And here, injustice to our sister island, we^must 
not omit to bring forward the testimony of an Ita- 
lian poet and traveller, ' Fazio degli Uberti,' who, 
in his " Ditta Mondi," thus records the serges or 
says of Ireland, at the beginning of the fourteenth 
century : — 

*^ Similimente paasamo in Irlanda, 
La qual fra noi h digna di fama 
Per le nobile sue che ci manda." 

Which is imitated as follows :^- 

** To Ireland then our sails we raise ; 
Ireland, which merits well our praise. 
By sending us ito noble says." 

The dictionary Delia Cmsca speaks of Irish sajre ; 
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and Madox and Rymer are not silent concerning^ 
the friezes^ and other woollen manufactures of 
Ireland in the time of Henry III. and Richard II. 
These circumstances give to the Irish the pri<Mrity . 
of a steady woollen manufacture,— IVanmcltoiit of 
the Royal Irish Academy. 

3%e Patrons of Poetry apid Music, in the 1 1 th and 

. 12/A Centuries. 

If poetry did not flourish about this time, it seems 
not to have failed for want of patronage. The 
Saxon Matilda, queen to Henry Beauclerc, was, 
as we are told by W. of Malmsbury, a generous 
and even profuse protectress of poets. Longchamp, 
the favourite minister of Richard Coiur de Lion, 
kept many bards in Ids pay, (as Benedict the ab* 
hot writes,) and even allured minstrels from 
France to enliven the streets of London by their 
songs; and Richard himself was the most liberal 
of patrons to poets, minstrels, &c. The works, 
however, which met with such encouragement 
from people of rank, were probably written in the 
Norman or French languages. 

Music, like her sister Poetry, was much che- 
rished by the first Anglo-Normans, and the min- 
strels, in particular, were so much favoured, that 
the Saxon Matilda is said, by W. of Malmsbury, 
to have expended her treasures upon them ; and 
even to have oppressed her tenants, in order to 
isdse sums of money to reward them. But it was 
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ehurch-music that was most steadily . attended to. 
The great advantages attendant on the discoveries 
of Guido Aretin^ (which made the science compa- 
ratively easy) were for some time solely appropri-. 
ated tp sacred uses ; and the frequent intercourse 
between the English prelates and the papal metro- 
polis^ occasioned every improvement to be easily 
transplanted from Italy to Britain. Accordingly^ 
the enervating graces of Italy bad made such pro- 
gress in little more than a hundred years, that 
John of Salisbury styles the English music of his 
day, ^^ effeminate;" and says, that '^ it has debased 
the dignity, and stained the purity of religiouil 
worship.^* 

Sculpture and Painting. 

Undbr the extensive protection of superstition, 
sculpture flourished in the ages we now examine. 
The patron saint, at least, adorned every church ; 
and in the cathedral and conventual edifices, 
images abounded. 

4- We know but little of this ingenions monk, except that he was 
a natiye of Arezzo, in Italy. Even the laborious Bayle can tell us 
noUung of his history. He only denies his having written against 
thci arch-heretic Berengarius. The discovery was surely great, and 
the good priest had at least an adequate idea of its consequence ; for 
in a letter to the pope, he not only affirms that one year's attention 
to the science of music irill now equal the proficiency gained liefore 
by ten years* labour, which is probably true enough ; but he also 
intimates his persuasion, that, by this happy thought, (inspired, at 
he. beUeresy from hearen,) '* he had atoned for ail hla ritt, and 8e«- 
ccured tiie salvation of his m3ifii.**^^Batrtiim»» 
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Punting, although the accurate Vertue cannot' 
trace it sobigb, was much used in- the eleventh 
atMl twelfth centuries to decorate churches, by the 
Angto-Normana : tiie monk Gervese celebrates- 
the beautiful paintings in the cathedral of Cantw- 
bury, built by Archbiishop Laniranc, in the eleventh 
century; and Stubbs praises the pictured oma^ 
ments in the cburchof St. John of Beverley, which 
were of a still earlier date. 

Peter of Blois satirically lashes the barons of his 
age, (that of Henry II.) for causing both their 
shields and saddles to be painted witb beauUiul re-' 
presentations of combats, that they might satiate 
their eyes witb tbe prospect of the afTair in which 
they were too dastardly to engage. 

The illumination of books was a branch of mi- 
niature painting much followed by (he monks, and . 
with-great success. The materials which these 
holy artists employed, were so durable, that their 
missals still dazzle our eyes with tbe brightness of 
their colour, and the splendour of their gilding. 

The use of Stone and Glass. 
TowABDs tbe close of the eleventh century, stone 
came into use in tbe erection of large edifices; 
and glass was not uncommon in private houses, 
although looked on as a luxury .-r^n^r^on. 

Id 1087, Si- Mary's church in Cheapside was 
built on stone arches, whence its epithet, "Le- 
Bow," or " Pe Arcubus." — Ibid. 
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The stone bridge which Queen Matilda built at 
Stratford^ in Essex^ near the same period, gave 
also the name of ^LeBow' to the place. These 
are testimonies of the scarcity of stone arches in 
the eleventh century • — Ibid. 

In 1176^ one Coleman, a priest, began to build 
London bridge of stone, in consequence of an order 
made by the king and council. It was about thirty- 
three years before (ere) it was finished, and the 
course of the Thames was changed during that 
time, by a trench (probably that made by Canute) 
from Battersea to Rotherhithe. — Stouts Survey, 

Some few citizens had their houses of stone. 

St. Paul's, in London, having been consumed by 
fire, was rebuilt in 1187, and the following year, 
on arches of stone ; ^ a wonderful ^work,' say the 
authors of the day. But although the workmen 
employed in the business were from France, and 
the materials from Normandy, yet even the city of 
Paris could not at this period boast of any pave- 
ment in her streets. 

The few remains we have of castles, &c. built 
before the thirteenth century, appear strong and 
heavy, with very little gracefulness. But the era 
approached when the solemn and affecting Gothic 
Style was to shine out, and throw a strong shade on 
the solid Saxon and the uncouth British, under the 
patronage of the tasteful, though weak Henry III. 
and of his glorious offspring Edward I. 

J) 
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Thb commerce of England, which had not been 
contemptible even during the ravages of her various 
spoilers, began in the eleventh and twelfth centu- 
ries to increase with some rapidity. Beside, Lon- 
don (whose opulent traders were styled 'barons*,' 
and some of whose streets were exclusively tenanted 
by the most rich Jews of Europe,) York, Bristol, 
Canterbury, Exeter, and many other towns, (low 
as their inhabitants were rated in the Doomsday- 
book,) grew rich and respectable by their attention 
to trade and navigation. — W. Malmsb, — Stow. 

It is painiul to relate, that for some years after 
the Norman invasion, slaves continued to compose 
a part of the exports from England to foreign parts, 
and particularly to Ireland, notwithstanding the 
decree issued by the great council sitting in 1102, 
at St. Peter's, Westminster, against thb odious 
traffic. — Eaelmer. Hist. Nover. 

More laudable exports were horses f, wool, lea- 
ther, com, lead I, and tin. The imports were 

' A priril^e alHi eajof ed by the merchaDts of Ibe Ciaqne Ports, 
in Keot lai Siusex, whose repreaentatiFes are styled barom. Tbeae 
toinu trece bound (in conuderation of considerable immunities) to 
tapplj' the government of England vlth 57 ships, at 40 days' notice ; 
and to pay tbrar crews during 15 days. — Lib. Rub. Scacc. 
. t The horses of ^nglmnd were always Talnable. A baron, named 
Amphitell'nU,agreed tupaytotheezborbitaiitJohn, for his ransom, 
ten horses, each worth 30 marks, nearly equal equiralent to £300 of 
our mooey. — Bgia, Fad. apud Henry, 

I Most of the cathedral and abbey elmrcbes, and many palaces 
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wines ^"^ gold^ and precious stones^ silk and tapes* 
try, drugs and »piees t, Airs, materials for dying, 
and some corn. 

The only, manufacture of any consequence which 
England possessed about this time, was that of 
wool, which she owed to die sage and fostering 
hand of the intuitive third Edward. In spite of 
the brutal disgust of his absurd subjects,, that reso- 
lute prince, by bringing many Flemish and other 
foreign artists to settle in the island, opened a sluice 
to a torrent of prosperous wealth, which in the 
space of more than four centuries has continued 
to fertilize our land. 



ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF THE ANCIENT COURT, OR 
PARLIAMENT OF THE NATION, &C. 

The Wittena Gemot, or Mycel Synod, that is. Coun- 
cil of the Wites or Great Council, was the Assem- 
bly of the States of the Nation. How far its au- 

and public buildiiigs in France and other distriots on the continfint, 
ape said to hare been covered with the lead of England. — Hist. LUe^ 
raire de la France, 

* So important did the regulations of the wines appear to the An- 
glo-Normans, tha^ a jury was appointed in each city, borough, &c. 
to examine the merit, and settle the value of this enticing commo- 
dity, *' and by this means/' sajrs the Gontempcnniry Hoveden, *' the 
land was filled with drink and drunkards." — Ano, Beg. Jok, 

f Spices were fayourite ingredients in the meat, the drink, and the 
medicines of our ancestors. ^* The Sabaeans,'^ says Fitz-Stephen, 
** import to London their frankincense and other spices; and from 
the rich cottntry about Babylon, tkey bring oil of palms." 
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thority extended, or of what persons it w&a com- 
posed, is much controverted. Its name, denved 
from the Wites, seems only to imply the great 
Tbanes or Lords and Governors,, yet Ina, Egbert, 
Alfred, £dgar, Canute, &c. iu their characters and 
laws mention the permission, approbation, and 
consent of the people, which some take for an ar- 
gament in &vour of the Commons having liad a 
share in the Great Aseembly of the nation. The 
Conqueror certainly had no councU by which Ite 
could be controled in any thing; nevertheless, 
the ancient statutes concerning the holding the 
parliament of England, inscribed in the prefoce tt» 
Edward the Confessor, are there said to have been 
corrected and approved by the Conqueror. In them 
is regulated the manner of assembling this court, 
in 25 articles ; but it seems not to be doubted but 
several of them were added in posterior reigns 
after the Conqueror. They were extant in 
D'Achery's Spicilegium, t. sii. p, 657. Though 
the name of Parliament was new, and French, this 
court was looked upon, in the wars of the Barons, 
as a restoration of the Great Council of the Na- 
tion under the English Sucons, though doubtless 
the form was considerably altered; and the little 
mention that is made of this Wittena Gemot, in the 
Saxon Chronicle, seems to indicate that its tran- 
sactions were not then so famous. As to the other 
chief English Saxon Courts, the Shire Gemot, or 
Folk-Mote, was held twice a year, to determine 
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the causes of the county. In it the Bishop and 
E^lderman presided ; in the absence of the former, 
an Ecclesiastical Deputy ; of the latter, the High 
Sheriff held their places. The Conqueror excused 
the Bishops from assisting at this court, but they 
had their own court for Ecclesiastical mattersv 
Every Thane of the first class had a court, in which 
he determined matters relating to his vassals. 
This was the original of the Court Baron, under 
the Normans, though causes, which were formerly 
tried here for near three hundred years, are 
reserved to the King's Courts ; and those . which 
were judged by the Ealderman, or Earl, or his 
Sheriff, &c. are long since determined by itinerant 
Royal Judges, The King presided in his own 
courts, and, in his absence, the Chancellor: tp 
this lay appeals from all the Shire Gimots, &c. In 
this court Alfred condemned to death 44 Judges 
of inferior courts, convicted of neglect in the ad- 
intuistration of justice. Though mild in his laws, 
he was rigid in their execution. To this council of 
the King, succeeded the Court of King's Bench 
and Common Pleas* (See Lambard, on the laws 
of the ancient English^ Seldon, Spelman, Somnor, 
Drake, and p»-ticularly Squires. 



OF THB RED OB DOOMSDAY BOOK, BEING THE 
REGISTER OF THE SURVEY OF THE KINGDOM. 

The great survey of all the lands, castles, &c. in 
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Emglaud, was made hy the Conqneror, in the I8tb 
or 20th year of bis reign, and two anthentic copies 
drawn up, one of which was lodged in the archiTes 
of Weetmioster, the other in Wincbeeter Cathedra), 
as Tbomaa Rudbome informs us. (Angl. Sacra, t. 
i, p. 259.) The register of survey, called by the 
English, the Red Book, or moce frequently, Donu- 
dmg Book, often quotes the usages »id survey di 
Edward the Coefessor, as appears from the curious 
and interesting extract of English Saxon custom^, 
copied from this MS. by Mr. Gale. (Anglo Script. 
15, t. ii, p. 759.) Alfred first made a genend sur- 
vey, but this only comprised Shires, Hundreds, and 
Ten^s orTythings. The survey of the Confessor, 
periiapB, was of this nature ; that of the Conqueror 
was made with the' utmost rigour, and such minute 
accuracy, that there was not a byde of land (about 
64 acres) the yearly revenue or rent whereof, and 
the name of Proprietor, wbich were not registered ; 
with die meadows, wable land, founts, rivers, 
number of cattle, and of the inhabitants in towns 
and villages, &c. 



THE ORIGIN OF THB INSTITnTION OF ACABBUICAL 

DEGRBBS. 

Thb general study of Paris, as it was at first called, 
was founded by Charlemagne, about the year 800. 
King Lewis VI. sumamed tiie big, or the fat, was 
not (mly a great scholar, but a most zealous patron 
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of the sciences. He succeeded his father, Philip L 
in 1 1 10 : by his protection and encouragement, stu-? 
dies began to flourish exceedingly, and there were,- 
in his reign, more students than citizens at Paris, 
to which the name of academy was first given about 
that time. In the following century it was called 
the University, from the whole circle of sciences 
being taught there. The number of students was 
much increased by the liberty which every one 
had of di^osing himself as he pleased. After 
Lewis the Big had abolished many severe customs 
cencermng vassalages, and began to loosen the 
hard servitude of the people under their immediate 
lords, who were a kind of subaltern sovereigns in 
their own estates, so many set up for teachers, > 
and some, like Abelard, sold their lessons at so dear 
a rate, that such an abuse stood in need of re- 
straint. Ecolatresy or Scholastics, were established 
in Cathedrals ih the 11th century, who often go- 
verned the Bishop's ' seminaries. An order was 
published in the 12th century, that none should 
teach without' their license. In Universities, Aca- 
demical Degrees were introduced, in the same age, 
for the purpose of licensing persons to teach. 
Some moderns falsely ascribe their institution at 
Bologna, to Gratian ; and at Paris, to Peter Lam* 
bard and Gilbert de la Porr6e : before this latter 
went to Poitiers, Egasivus Bulaeus. Hist Univ. 
Paris, p. 225. (See this groundless assertion con- 
futed by the authors of the Hist. Literaire, p. 83.) 
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The degree of Licentiate was first girea at Paris 
in the 12th age, and consisted originally in a public 
license given to teach. Soon after, that of a Mas- 
ter, or Doctor, was added. In conferring the de- 
gree, a Wand, or Bacillus, was delivered, whence 
the name Baccalaureus. This title was sometime 
after'made an inferior distinct title. 

ORIGIN or THB TrTLB Or SHESIPF, AND TFTLBS OP 
' HONOna AMONGST THB SAXONS IN ENGLAND, &C. 

Amongst our Saxon ancestors, the titles of honoof 
were Etheling, Prince of the Blood; Chancellor; 
Assistant to the King in giving Judgments; Al- 
derman or Ealderman (not Earlderman, as Rapin 
Thoyras writes this word in his first edition) ; 
Governor or Viceroy. It is derived fix>m the word 
Aid or Old, like senator in Latin. 

Provinces, cities, and sometimes wapentakes, 
had their aldermen tb govern them, determine 
law-suits, judge criminals, &c. This office gave 
place to the title of Earl, which was merely Da- 
nish, and introduced by Canute. 

Sheriff, or She-reeve, was the deputy of the Al- 
derman, chosen by him, sat judge in some courts, 
and saw sentence executed; hence he was called 
Vice-comei. 

Heartoghan, among our Saxon ancestors, signi- 
fied. Generals of armies or Dukes ; Hengist, in 
the Saxon chronicle, is Heartogh. Such were the 
Dukes appointed by Constantine the Great, to 
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eomtnand .the forces in the diiSerent provinces of 
the Roman empire. . 

These titles began to become hereditary with the 
office or command annexed, under Pepin and 
Charlemagne, and grew more frequent by the suc- 
cessors of these Princes, granting many hereditary 
fiefs to noblemen, to which they annexed titular 
dignities. 

Fiefs were an establishment of the Lombards, 
from whom the Emperors of Germany and Kings 
of France borrowed this custom, and with it, the 
feudal laws, of which no mention is found in the 
Roman code. Titles began frequently to become 
merely hereditary about the time of Etho I. in 
Germany. 

Reeve, among the English Saxons, was a stew- 
ard. The Bishop's reeve was the Bishop's steward 
for secular affairs, attending his court. Thanes, 
L e. servants, were officers of the Crown whom the 
king recompensed with land, sometimes to descend 
to their posterity, but always to be held of him 
with some obligation of service, homage, or ac- 
knowledgment. There were other lords of lands, 
and. vassals, who enjoyed the title of Thanes, and 
were 'distinguished from the king's Thanes. 

The ealdermen and dukes were all king's Thanes, 
and all otbjsrs who held lands of the king by 
knight's service. in chief/and were immediate great 
tenants of the king's estates: these were the 
greater Thanes, and were succeeded by the barons, 

D 2 
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(ditch title was brought tp hjr die Normang, and 
is rarely met with before th« concpieat. Mxt 
lliaDes were those who held land m fee of the 
charch. Middle Tbanee, were such as held very 
email estates of the king, or parcels of land of the 
great king's Thanes ; Ihejr were called vsvassorS} 
and their hrads vavassors : they who bcJd lands 
of- these, were Thanes of the lowest class, and did 
not rank as gentlemen. 

Alt Thanes disposed of the lands they held (and 
which were called block land to their heirs} but 
with the obligations due to those of whom they 
were held. 

Ceorle, (whence the word churl) was a country- 
man or artizan who was a freeman ; these Ceorles, 
who held lands in leases, were called sockmen, 
and their Ifuid sockland, of which they could not 
dispose, being merely tenants. Those Ceorles who 
acquired possession of five hides of land, with a 
large house, court, and bell, to call together their 
servants, were raised to the rank of Thanes of the 
lowest class. A hide of land was as much as one 
plough could till. The villians or slaves in the 
country, who were labourers bound to the service 
of particular persons, were capable of possessing 
money in property, consequently, were not strictly 
slaves, in the sense of the Roman law. 

Witan or Wites, (i. e. wisemen,) were the ma- 
i^trates and lawyers. Burgh Witten signified the 
magistrates of cities. 
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(orcoHiiliei^) we mentiotied beftnre 
kkig Alfred; and Assy^ius speaks of earls (or 
counts) of Someisset^ in Beronsbire, in the reign 
of Etbelwolpti : but it was AUred who first divided 
the whole kingdom into dbires ; the shirks into tith- 
nigs^ lathes^ . or wapentakes ; the titbings into 
hundreds; and.tiie hundreds into tei^bs. Each 
division had a courts subordinate to those that 
were superior^ the highest In each shire being 
the shire Oimot^ or FoIk-Mote> which was held 
twice a year^ and In which the bishop, or his 
deputy, and the ealderman, or his vicegerent tlie 
sheriff, presided. 

*^* See Seldcm an the TUks of Honour ; Spel- 
man^s Glossary (new ed,) ; Squires on the Govern- 
ment of the English Saxons ; Dr. William Howell, 
in his learned General History, vol. v. p. 273. 

llie titles of earle and hersen were first given 
by Ifwar Widfame, king of Sweden, to two minis- 
ters of state, in 824. (Vide Olof Delin's New 
History of Sweden, c. v. vol. i. p. 334.) 

ROYAL SEALS. 

TH£ GREAT SEAL OF ENGLAND. 

Its Origin — When first used — i^c. 

The learned Dr. Hickes, (in Dissert. Epist. p. 64) 
pretends that Edward the Confessor was the first 
king of England who used a seal in his charters, 
similar to that we find in his charters given to West- 
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ninster Abbey, kept among the archivcB of that 
church ; and oo one of his diplomas, shewn in tUe 
monastery of St. Dennis, near Paris. This is the 
origin of the broad seal in England. 

Montfaiicon exhibits three or four rough seals, 
- found on some of the charters of the Merovigiati 
kings, the oldest of which is one of Theodoric I. 
(Antiq. de la Monarchic Fran^aise.) The ancient 
' kings of Persia and Media bad their ^eals, (Dan. vi ■ 
17— xiv. 13-16. Esther iii. 10.) They are also men- 
ti.ioned by profone authors. The Benedictines, in 
their new French diplomatique (t. iv. p. 100) pre- 
sent us the heads of seals of all the aucient kings of 
Fance, from Childeric, father of Cloves ; of the 
German emperors and kings, from Charlemagne, 
especially from king Henry II. in the eleventli cen- 
tury, in imitation of the emperors of Constantino- 
■ple ; of the kings of Denmark, Bobemia, Hungary, 
&c. from the 12th century. These authors prove 
against Hicks, Dugdale,&c. (the latter in his anti- 
quities of Warwickshire) that seals were used 1^ 
the kings of England Iwfore St. Edward, Ethelbert, 
Edgar, St. Dunstan, even OfFa, during the hep- 
tarchy. 

St. Edward brought the more frequent use of 
the Royal seal from France, yet he often gave 
charters, attested by the subscription of many 
illustrious witnesses, with a cross to each name, 
without any Royal seal, which was the ancient 
custom, and continued sometimes to be used 
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even after the conquest. Menage and the edi- 
tors of the New Latin Glossary of Du Cange, t. vi. 
p. 4870 ^7 ^ grosd mistake^ attribute to the Con- 
queror the first use of a Royal seal in England. He 
only made it more solemn and common. Irigulphus 
(p. 901) ; the Annals of Barton (p. 246) are to be 
understood^ that seals were not used by particulars 
at the conquest; but they do not include the court; 
hence we learn the sense of that common assertion 
of our historians and lawyers^ that St. Edward was 
the first institutor of the broad seal. 

The first kings used for their seal their own 
image on horseback ; afterwards^ great men usetl 
their arms^ when these became settled and 
hereditary. About the time of Eward the third, 
seals became common among all the gentry. 
Mackenzie and Nisbet, remark, that they served, in 
deeds, without the subscription of any name, till 
this was ordered in Scotland by James V. in 1540, 
and about the same time in England. (Vide Big- 
land's Observations on Parochial Registers, p. 81.) 



ORIGIN OF THE STATUTB OF MORTMAIN^ 

In the flourishing times of Popery, the Clergy, ever 
since the introduction of Christianity into this 
island, had been accumulating^ land and riches; 
insomuch, that they had swelled, what at first was 
but a mole-hill, into a huge mountain. The enor- 
mous bulk of their possessions in the 13th century. 
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and wlnt they were daily acquiriog from the mu- 
taken cbaritj of that age, made it justly Bospicious, 
that they migbt, in another century, engross the 
whole. Beside, it was well known, whatever laiids 
they gained this way, that they were from thence- 
forward unallE^ble, and a dtad hand was laid on 
tbem fin* ever. The laity had beoi long deeirous 
to stem this torrent; but they wanted a king of 
sufficient resolution to despise the thunder <^ the 
Vatican, and effectually to put a stop to these dan- 
gerous proceedings. Such a long they found in 
that magnanimous prince. King EUlwar4 1., who, 
in the year 1279, summoned a parliament for that 
express purpose. When he made the proposal, it 
was received by the laity with universal joy ; and 
th^ clei^ dui«t not oppose it, lest a heavier blow 
should &U upon them. In fine, ft was enacted, 
" that from thenceforth none should either give, 
sell, bequeath, or change any Ifuids, tenements, or 
rents, to any religious body, without licence from 
the king for that purpose." This statute was called 
the Statute of ^or/matR / because it was intended 
to prevent estates from tailing into dead hands; 
that is, hands of no service to the king or the 
public, without hopes of ever changing their 
owners. 

Sir William Blackstone, speaking of this statute, 
says, " it closed the great gulph in which all the 
landed property of the kingdom was in danger of 
being swallowed up." 
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ROYAL GRANTS, &C. FROM THB PATENT ROLLS. 

In the Index, or Catalogue, published some years 
ago, by order of Parliament, there are various 
entries which relate to ancient customs, and which 
fix certain' events to their true dates. To the 
lovers of English topographical history, these will 
doubtless be read with infinite advantage. 

Conceiving that some kind of classification might 
be necessary, these extracts are considered under 
their ^respective heads, as Hoyal, Ecclesiastical, 
Commercial, Especial Grants, and Miscellaneous. 

Royal. 

In 1206 King John grants to W. de Camville,' 
a licence to destroy game in any of the royal fo- 
rests, which proves the origin of the Game Laws"^. 

1238. Henry III. gave 500/. to Baldwyn, Em- 
peror of Constantinople f. 

1245. Gryffidth, son of Llewellyn, King of 
Wales, fell from a window in the Tower, and broke 
his^neck, accidentally X* 

12^. Henry III. sold and pawned the gold, 
precious stones, and other jewels, of the shrine of 
St. Edward at Westminster §. 

* Rot. Pat. 6 Joli'is m. 5. Licentia fugandi per omn. forestas R. 
6ul. de CamTille. 

f 23 Hen. III. m. 2. R. ded. Imperatori Constantinop. quin- 
gentas iibras. 

X 28 Hen. IH. m. 6. Cecidit de Tnrre Londin. et coUum suum 
mmpebat per infortuniam* 

§ 51 Hen. HI. m. 18. R. yendidit & impigoorayit aurom, lapides 
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1342. King Edward III. forgives to the mayor 
and citizens of London, tlie indignation and 
rancour of mind that he had conceived against 
them*. 

1344. Certain trustees were appointed to pawn 
the great crown, and other regalia, in foreign 
parts f. 

1344. The king grants to Adam Thorp, the 
trimmer of his beard, certain lands at Eye, near 
Westminster. The scrupulous attention which 
Edward III. paid to that ornament of hi? face, 
may be seen in his bronze effigy in Westminster 
Abbey, which was taken from a mask after his 
death X. 

1345. W. deLangley, high bailiff of the forest 
of Inglewood, is sworn before the lung, that, as 
often as it shall tend to the king's honour, he will 
grant a day's coursing of deer, and other game, to 
knights and gentlemen, to ladies and other noble 
personages ; and, as an especial proof of bis royal 
consideration, " to weak, sickli/, or pregnant women" 
This is an additional proof of the respect paid to 

pnciosas, et alia jocaUa, Feretri B. Edwardi WesDnon. D&t. 28 
M^j, apod Stratford. 

* Edw. III. 15. m. 47- R. coudonaTit Mjyori & Civ. London- 
indignacionem et animl raucorem qaoB erga ipsos cooccpit. 

t 17 Edv. III. m. 8. Certi asaignad pro magnft coronA & aL 
' jocal. regalibua in partea transmuinaa inradiatia. 

I 17 Edtr. III. p. 3. m. 21. R. coace»U Adie de Tborp, Barbi- 
TooMri lao, in feodo 1 messt 35 ac. terrn & 3 ac. prati in E^e juit. 
Weatm. 
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the other sex^ in days usually termed barbarous and 
Gothic*, 

1360. Richard de Wye is appointed the king's 
surgeon for life, with twelve-pence daily wages^ 
and 8 marcs per annum f. 

1361. A grant to John Woodrove, the king's 
confessor, of 69/. per annum for the maintenance of 
himself, his servants, and horses X. 

1403. The conduct of King Henry IV. respect- 
ing the private wealth of his unfortunate pre- 
decessor, is unnoticed by our historians. It appears 
that Richard II. gave to John Ikelinton, a priest, 
and probably his confessor, 65,000 marcs, and 946 
marcs, and divers jewels of great value ; which he 
enjoined him by word of mouth, and by certain 
«igns made between them, to distribute among cer- 
tain persons §• 

* 18 Edir. III. m. 25. '* Quod W. de Limgley Capit BaUims 
R's in Forest, de Inglewood super sacramentum suum R'i pnestitum 
possit pro honore R's quandocunque sibi fore viderit, militibus et 
probis ho*ibu8, necnon dominabus et aliis nobilibus, necnon foeminis 
inflrmis et pregnantibns, in circuit£t forests illius dare unum cursum 
ad cenram, bissam, damam/' &c* 

t 33 Edw. III. m. 27. R. de Wye Chirurgicus R's hab. 12 den. 
per diem & 8 marc, per ann' pro vadiis snis. 

J 34 Edw. III. m. 28. R. concess. Fratri Joh%Woderore Con- 
fess, suo pro se, servis et equis snis, 69 lib. per ann*. 

$ 4 Hen. IV. m. 21. R. Ricardns 2, dedit Joh'i Ikelington Cle- 
rico 65 mOl. marc ac. 94^ marc. ac. divers, alia jocalia magni ralo- 
rls, et ei ore tenus injunxit ut ipse per certa intersignia inter ipsos 
Regem & Joh'em dictat summam certis personis diitribueret. 
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1409. The king: settles on Joan of Nbvutc^ bJs 
queen, 10,000/. per atmum*. 

1414. The same qaeen has a grant of 10,000 
marcs from the sale of the lands belonging to the 
alien prioriea f. 

14I7- H^iry V. granu to Joan Warin, his 
nurse, an annuity of 201. during life J. 

1418. He pawns to the Mayor of London, ia 
trust fiM* the city, his collar called " Pusan," the 
jewels of which v&e valued at 10,000 marcs § . 

14^. The Salary of Husipbrey, Duke of Glou- 
cester, was 8000 marcs a-year, so long as he should 
execute the office of protector of this realm || . 

1422. The jewels wUch had belonged to King 
Henry V., and were valued at so large a sutn as 
40,000/., were delivered to Sir Henry FitE Hugh, 
and his other executors, for the pa^mctU of hit per- 
sonal debts ^. 

1^2. The " Pysan^" or great collar of gold 
and rubies, was pawned by the king to his uncle, 

* 9 Han. IV. p. 2. m. 22. f 1 Hen. V. 5. p. n. 11. 

t 3 Hen. V. m. 13. 

i A Hen. V. m. 4. R. mutriavU Mqj. Londoo. coUerum niup 

VOCat " PUBBD." 

II 1 Hea.VI.m.10. R. coac««a. Hamphredo Dud Oknic R«gu 
Ai^Ub prolectori M defemori et priecipali ConciEBrio «w SOOO 
DMtCM annni redd' qtuundia oScium prndicUna ez<TciiBiit. 

T 1 Hen. VI. S p. m. 4. CerU jocalia Hea. 5" tppradabt ad 
48,000 Ub. deliberata Hen. Filz-Hugli miUd *a ^iit execMeribiw 
dieli R'b ad ddiUa R'g penolveod ; qu6nim jocalinm particnlaiui 
exprimantiir.— 16 Hen. VI. Jocal. tU'a mutnaod. pro 100)0001. 



Cardlnlil Beaufort^ ^ho is supposed, at the tikne of 
his death, to have amassed more wealth tbaea uiy 
subject in Ekiglaiid ^ . 

EcclesiasticaL 

1204. Licence to the Bishop of London to im- 
park his wood at Ratinden, and for the tythe of all 
venison witlxin his bishoprick f. 

1259, Licence that Henry de Wengeham, 
Bishop of London, may retain all his dignities^ 
namely, two deaneries, ten large prebends and 
rectories. This was the age of pluralities, when 
preferments of equal value and extent were nol 

uncommon {• 

1268. The mendicant friars, then i^wly intro- 
duced, bad gained such . influence, amcHg tl^e 
people, that the king issued an oi*der to. arrest 
them §• 

1330. Safe conduct granted to the Bishop of 
Durham through the diocese of the Archbishop of 
York, because so fierce a coi test had existed be- 
tween them, concerning their dignities and pre- 
eminences ||. 

1332. The king acknowledges the receipt of 

* 21 Hen. VI. p. II. m. 9* '' A Pysane of gold, called the rich 
collar, pawned to Cardinal Beaufort." 

t Joh'is 6. m. 16. : Hen. ni. 43. m. 6. 

§ Hen. III. 54. m. 17. De fratribus vagabundis arrestandis. 

n Edi^. ni. 3 m. 11. Salv. oondnct pro iBp^o DonelBi. e6 qood 
metmt de Archieop'o Ebor. intOT qnos gr«mis contenHo A fttgna fint, 
&c. 
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c^rt^n relics sent to him by the King of France, 
namely, a chrystal vessel, in which are contained 
certain small bones; another with the relics of 
the Innocents ; and a third of silver gilt, in which 
are the relics of St. Sylvester, part of the ribs of 
St. Lawrence, and a joint of the thumb of St. John 
Baptist *. 

1332. The store belonging to the see of Winton 
had been seized, on account of a debt due to Ed- 
ward II. — namely, 127 heifers, 1566 oxen, 4356 
ewes, 2697 wedder sheep, &c. t 

1342. Peter, Bishop of Savoy, a Roman Car- 
dinal, obtained permission to export sixty sacks of 
wool, for the clothing of his domestics t* 

1369. Thomas De Lisle, Bishop of Ely, having 
consumed the store belonging to the said see, 
which consisted of 471 oxen, 290 hackneys, 42 
cart-horses, &c.,the king granted him 706/. IdsAd. 
that he might replenish it with that sum ; which 
store was to remain for ever, to the use of the 
said bishop and his successors §. 

In the reign of Edward I., during the vacancy 
of the bishop's sees, mandates were directed for 
killing, drying, and salting venison from their 

• Edw. III. 5. p. 2. m. 6. f Edw. III. 5. m. 3. 

X Edw. III. 15. p. 2. m. 35. ** Pro yesturo familiaronim sao- 



rum." 



§ Edw. III. 42. p. 2. m..22. Rex concessit Ep'o EUensi 706(. 
13s. 4(i. ut de dicta summa implementa emerentor & remanerent 
diet Ep'o et successoribus suis." 
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siereral parks, aod sending it, packed up in tt;bs, 
to any of the king's houses*. 

1372. A knight was arrested, for insults offered 
to monks and other religious f. 

CommerciaL 

In the year 1203, King John granted a protec- 
tion to the merchants of Portugal, who then traded 
to England %- 

1214. The Knights Templars first obtained a 
licence for exporting the wool grown upon their 
estates §. 

1216. Wool intended for exportation was seized 
at Bristol, and valued at six marcs each sack ||. 

1238. Iron forges first erected in the forest of 
Dean, in Gloucestershire ^. 

1258. A prohibition against exporting horses 
for sale **. 

1267. The origin of barriers, or turnpikes, in 

* Rot. Glaus. Edw. I. 26. m. 6. " W. de Sutton, &c custod. 
Episc. de Ely, mandamus quod in parcis Episc. pmdict 100 damoa 
in instanti seisona pinguedinis capii saliri, siccari^ et eos salitos & 
riccatos in doleis poni & salvo custodiri faciatis. 

t Edw. III. 45. a tergo 8, de arrestando Richard. Peshale mili< 
tem, eo quod fait communis verberator monachorum & aliorum reli- 
giosiorum. 

X Joh'is 4. m. 8. n. 17. Protectio pro mercatoribus de For- 

tugaUiA. 
i JoVis 15. m. 8. il Hen. III. 1. m. 7. 

f Hen. III. 21. m. 11. De forgeis levandis in Forestft de Dean. 
.** HeQ. III. 42* m. 4. ** Ne quis transfretaret equos Tenales." 
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a grant of a penny for each waggon paaiing through 
a manor ^. 

1331. Bakers and tavern- keepers of London 
punished for fraud. The price of wine not to ex- 
ceed one half-penny a pint more than in London f. 

1339. A right of mining for gold and silver^ and 
searching for hidden treasure, granted to the in- 
habitants of Devonshire for evert* 

1344. Grant of a salt-pan at Droitwich to the 
Prior of Worcester §. 

1364. Salmon fishery in the river Severn first 
confirmed by royal grant. 

1390. A grant to John Young, refiner, of all 
the gold and silver found in any mine m £ngland> 
paying to the Crown a ninth part, to the Church a 
tenths and to the lord of the soil a thirteenth part 
of all that should be found ||« 

Among the Escheat Rolls in 1441, is a precept 
for the recovery of debts against foreigners %, 

* Hen. IIL 51i m. 21. Quod 1. RipariU capiat infeod. 1 denar. 
de qualibet caiectft tnmseunte per maneria ana de Tbonneiton & 
Littleton, co. Glouc. 

i* £dv. IIL 4. p. 2. m. 16.— *m* 21. Quod lagena vim non ven-< 
datnr charius quam in London, nisi per 1 oboL tantum & de casti- 
gando pistores, tabemarios, &c. 

t Edw. IIL 12. m. 4. ** Possint solum fodere pro mina auri et 
argenti ac pro thesauro abscondito. ' 

§ £dw. IIL 16. p. 2. m. 27. 

II Ricbard II. p. 3. m. 23. R. concessit Jobanni Yonge, Finour, 
omnes nUnmu auri et argenti in AngL per septem annos solrend. Regi 
9 partes, &c. 

S Edw. UL 14. m, 47. 
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Ltt 1444, a patenl was granted to John Cobbe, 
that by the art of philosophy he might trancffer im* 
p^fect metals from their own proper nature, and 
tva&smute them iato gold or silver*. 

The beer brewers of London were incorporated 
in 1438t ; and in 

1460, John Devenyshe, and others, were appointed 
to supervise them all over England^ with a fee of 
one haUpenny on each barrel J. 

Especial Grants. 

1206. William de Norwich, an ecclesiastic, to 
be Justiciary of the Jews, or the judge before 
whom all causes between Christians and Jews 
should be heard and determined. 

1255. Concerning a reward given to Master 
Gerard, the king's engineer, for certain engines 
made at Carlisle : — these were probably " arietes 
et catapultae," used in sieges by the Normans, and 
retained from the military system of the Romans §. 

1269 and 1270. Rewards oflTered for bringing 
to the exchequer ear-rings, which had been lost or 
stolen II . 

* Hen. VI. 22. p. 2. m. 11. -*' Quod Joh'es Cobbe per artem 
philosophis possit metalla imperfecta de suo proprio genere trans- 
ferre, et ea in aurum vel argentum transmutare." 

f Hen. VI. 16. m, 1. Incorporatio pro Braciatoribus London. 

I Edw. IV. 1. p. 3. m. 16. Scrutinium et^npervisium de omnibiu 
' les Berebrewers' infra reg^um Angliae. 

$ Rot. Pat. 40 Hen. III. k tergo. Ingenia facta pro Rege apud 
Cvliol. per Magist. Gerard^ ingeniatorum suum. 

|{ 54 Hen. Ill m. 5. No. 15 and 55. m. 29. No* 46. De auricula 
aiiii98& et de dextrft auricuU amisflft* 
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1285. A grant to the Prior o^ St. Katfaerine,,at 
Lincoln, to erect a windmill near the priory. 
Windmills were introduced into England after the 
first Crusade. In Palestine, and in the Oriental 
countries, they were invented to supply the defi- 
ciency of water, where they are still very much in 
use, but smaller than ours, and many placed toge* 
ther in a row ♦, 

1311. The king certifies, that Peter Auger, his 
valet, wears a long beard in consequence of a vow, 
though he be not of the order of Knights Templar ; 
which proves that such distinction was peculiar to 
themf. 

1341. Fee and wages to W, de Whitton, for 
searching and examining all nests of falcons and 
hawks, everywhere in Wales J. 

1361. § Pardon to W. Spicer, of Bristol, for 
having gone a pilgrimage to Rome, a demonstration 
, that such could not be then undertaken without 
the royal licence. 

1366. Grant tp Richard Couplande of lands in 
fee, of the value of bOOi. per annum, to maintain his 

13 Edw. I. m. 23. Quod Prior S. Kath. Lincolp ppBsU de noro 
eonstruere unum molendmum ventritieum in yindi plapeA juzta portam 
ejasd. prioratiis. 

t 4 Edw. il. 2. p m. 20. Rex motescit, qao4 Petnu Auger 
valectufl SUES barbam suam nutriTit ob votum peregrinationi^ tamtam. 

t 14 Edw. III. m 6. Will, de Whitton scnitator et explorator • 
omniiuD nidorum falcomun et laqiarorum vbieunque in WalliA/ac ejui 
Tad. et feodum. 

§ 94 Edw* III' p. 8 in> 4. Pardtonatio peregrinationif coiiceas» 
Ri^ardo Spicer de Bristol, eo quod ivit peregrioat yersos Romam. 
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Hait as a Bamuireiy for Ms services against the 
Scots. The landed revenue of few of the nobility 
eseceeded that sum annually ; \diich ascertains the 
dignity of that description of knighthood, and the 
kiilg's gratitude*. 

1373. The office of Chirographer* in the King's 
Bench to John Woodroffe, the King's Confessor, 
to whom, in 1361, had been granted a fee of 692. 
a^year, for himself, his servants, and horses f. - 

1374. t The king grants to Alice Ferrers, late 
one of the nudds of Philippa, late Queen of Eng- 
land, all ihejeweb, goods, and chattels, .of the said 
queen, for her own proper use, &c. A memorable in- 
stance of injustice and dotage j ! 1 Queen Philippa 
left^TPe daughters to have inherited them. 

1400. Grant to Thomas Ftaxman, of a certain 
gown of motley velvet, of damask with furs, which 
belonged to Thomas Lord Despenser, in which 
gown Thomas was <taken without the house of the 
Mayor of Bristol §. 

^ 29 £dw. III. m. 2- Rex concess. Ricardo de Coupeland in 
feodo pro seiritiis suis yenus Scotos diversa maneria terr. et costom. 
ad valentiam qningent. lib. per aim ad manutenendum ttatum Ba'nerettu 

t 34 Edw. in. m. 28- 46 Edw. III. m. . . Offidum Chirognraph. 
de Commimi Banco. 

X 47 Edw. III. m 23. R. cone Alicae Perren^ nnper uni donii- 
cellamm 'PHilippiB nuper reginn, omnia jocalia, 'bona, et catalla, 
qiue fuenmt iprius PkiUpp^, ad proprium uaum. 

$ 1 Hen. IV. p 5. m. 8. R. cone. Will. Flazman quandam togam 
d» motley^vdvet de danuuke /urratum, que naper fuit Thomas Dni. 
Deapenaer, in qa4 qiddem togi idem Thomas extra dom. Majoris de 
Bristol capitoa extitit 

VO^. I. B 
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1450. The King Gifted mcluNrd Beiiw«U Fte- 
siimnt of Anns^ by puttiiig on a ooUar *• 

147& llie King^ in piQCSon^ rr oaMdtf Jolm Moie^ 
Nartoy:, with a fee of 2D marcs a-^art« ... 

1449. William Brocas had a . grant of Weldoa 
Parv:a> in NorthamptonaMre, hy grand .fierjelin^ of 
bemg master of Ae king's bnckhonwliy itod of 
n^niaining 24 hounda and m .gi^haiindayMrith 
50/. per atmum ont oi the :Coui^tie« ^ Surrey and 
SuasexJ.. . ; . , : 

Miicellaneous. 

1230. § Licence to Robert Tiateshall, to embattle 
his house at Tateshall^ oo. Line. 

1236. 11 The third penny issuing from the . 
county WJEis essential to constitute an earldom^ as 
it was granted to Henry de Vere out of the county 
of Oxford. 

1252, ^[Grant to Wilbert de Rue, of a messuage 

* 37 Hen. VI. 2. p. m..l9. R.creaTit R. BenweU PnttuiwiAiim 
8Qum ad ai^ma, Imponendo sibi collar', &c. 

f 18 £dw. IV. 2. p. m. 4. R. coronavit Joh'em More NorrOy. 

t 27 Hen. VI. m. 28. W. Brocas Arm. tenet manerium de Panra 
Weldon, co. Nortlnaippt. per magn. serjeantiam euendi magistmm 
canum regis vocat. *^ Bukkhoundes : et ad custod. 24, cones cur- 
rentes et sex leporarios, ratlone tenure predlctse ; cui R. pra feodis 
concess. hsred. masculis 50/. annuas de ezitibus oomit»t} Surr. et 
3ussex. 

§ 15 Hen. III. m. 2. Quodpossit kemeUare mwtimm aaumj which 
ttrm is derived from *' crena," a notch.-— Du Fremc. 

II 21 Hen. III. m. 5. . 

If Z7 Hen. III. m. 8. Reddendo unum par efiirotheearmn. 
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In Glpuc^ster^ m £»> foF one pair of gloves, aimu- 

1252. *That the dogs beioHging to t)ie dem^nes 
of th^^bbot of Stondeis^ sbonld not b^ impressed 
for tbe iy)yal use. 

1254. t Tbe Kmg assigns to the bretlur^ of tbe 
g^^ whose office it is to ring fhe great bells at 
Westtmoster, 100 shilUiigB a-jrear o^ut of the ^x^ 
cbe^er^ as long ail they enjoy the Eberty granted 
So them by Edward the Confessor. * 

1918. t (^rcSMt to Bobert Fito* Walter, of lands 
in Pennington, fiir Ihe s^rrice of repairing lihe 
organ.aad dook in Ihe Cathedral of Exeter. 

13BB. ^Thamilitary age fixed between stscteen 
and sixty years, in an expedition ag^nst the Scots. 
> 1360. H Savi^ of the King's highway from the 
gate oi Tetapie Bar to &e Abbey at Westminster. 

1364. if Order for arresting painters, to work 
in St. Stephen's chapel at Westminster, to which 
artists of every description were liable, as often as 
the king required their services* 

« 37 Hen. ill. m. 15. Qaod domkrid mim Abbatit 4e SCondeigli 
«e. «■&• fgnttgiast. «iitr. iaCra metM forettae^'iioii ezpedStentur. 

t 3» Hen. III. m. 12. 

t U Edw. II. m. 5. R. coneeas. Rob. Fitz*Walter tenem* is Pea- 
niiigtoii pro Bemdo j m h rndi ettmpanu, et reparanda urgmif^ himiiUgia 
in «cdes. Ekoh* 

§ 15 £dw. II. p. 2. m. 4. De hominibus inter tttetee IS et 6S 
JUHMT. eongregandi pfo repidi. Seoto. 2 JuAij apnfl Eborae. 

U^SaEdir. HLm.fiS. Pari^um pro regali ttt 4 Porta de Tbib- 
pie-bar naq. ad Portam Abbathis de Weatmon. 

% S7 Edw. III. m. lt> Do pietoribqt arreftaadli pio capelU 
Siocti Stephaoi ap^d WestmoQ. 
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1369; * Safe conduct to certain artificers, clocks 
makers, to exercise their craft within this realm. 
They were probably Germans. 

1415. t Henry Barton, the King's valet, ap- 
pointed keeper of the clock in the Palace of West^ 
miiister, with a fee of sixpence a-day. 

137S, m. 31. X It was necessary to procure thjd 
i*oyal licence to embattle the towers of churches. 

1%2. § John Evesham, of the King's valets, ap- 
pointed keeper of the lions, and one of the valets 
at iu*ms, within the Tower of London, during the 
'King's pleasure. His predecessor was Robert 
Bower ; but the office is of higher antiqtdty. 

1406. 11 A royal warrant to arrest all conjurors, 
fortune-tellers, &c. 

145 1 . ^ For delivering a large cannon, called 
^^ Mile-end," to Sir John Stanley, for the siege of 
Hornby Castle. 

* Edw. IIL m. 15. Salr. conduct, pro certis operatoribut horolcgi' 
arum, venientibus inf. regnum* utendi artificio mo, 

f 1 Hen. V. 2. p. m. 7. H. Barton ralectus reg^ hal>et euttodiam 
horol^ in Palat.Westm. pro yit& su& ciun feodo 6 den. per diem. 

X 48 Edw. IIL xn. 31. De campanili de Harpham kemeUaodo.— 
3 Ric. II. 3 p. m. 14. *' KemeUart et ctatrummd^ /ocere."— -13 Edw. 
IV. m. 10. *' Imbattdart ac turresfacere.** 

§ 5 Ric. IL m 16. J. Evesham, &c. cnstos Ltonum ac ralectiis 
armor. Regis infra turr. London. — 15 Edw. IIL 2. p. m. 3. Rob. 
fiowyer custos Lieonum. 

|l 7 Hen. IV. m. 22. De arrestando sortiUgot, maleficas, ineaniataru, 
mgromantieotf divmatores, ariolas, et phitanes, infra dioCes. Lin* 
coin. ■ r ■ ■ 

^ 29 Hen. VI. m. 5. De conducendo quend. cannonem vocatum 
" JWiTc-end," &c. 
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1415. * Petition for payment to Gerard Strong 
for a cannon, weighing 4480 Ibs.^ and for gun:, 
powder. 

1437* fGrant of two hogsheads of wine yearly 
to Joan Astley, the King's nurse. 

1445. t^^ same to Mother Fosbrooke, the 
King's dry*nurse. 

1441. § Licence to John Schiedame to export 
tin without custom, on account of his haying in^ 
vented a method to make salt at Winchelsea. 
E.M.S. 

SINGULAR INCIDENTS, BIOGBAPHICAL SKETCHES, 
AND CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS, FROM THE TEAR 
1400 TO THE TEAR 1548. 

The Apostate Jewess, 

Elizabeth^ a Jewish convert, the daughter of 
Rabbi Moses, was allowed, two-pence per day, in 
1403, for being deserted by her family on account 
of her change as to religion. — Rym. Fasd. 



It seems strange that, in 1404, the commons, after 
having vindicated their own privileges as to menial 

* 2 Hen. V. Petitio Gerardi Sprong pro solntione pro commn 
ponderant. 44801bs.y et pro fudvere hmbairdko* 

t 15 Hen. VI. Pro Joluuma AsUef, nufriM Reg. de concess. 2 
doUoram yini annuatim. 

X 23 Hen. VI. Pro matre Foebrooke nutricB tkcd Reg. idem. 

( 19 Hen. VI. IVo J. Schiedame de concess. tradacendi stamram 
siae cnatami, iatiiitft inyentionia talis ftdendi Juxta Wlnchetoea. 
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d^rvtinls^ &e«M<h gtettisplA% dhouU, with won- 
d^rous incobdistctiey^ petiUon the crotm that H 
would direct the lords to examine into a fiAfse re- 
turii fbf Rutlfttid^ atld punish the offelMier8.~/2or. 
Subnd. 

tn 1406, ftichard Clithefo, knight of the shire for 
Kent^ being ordered to sea as ' admiral Of the s6Uth 
aittdw^t,' Ih^ K^tishmen petitioned parliament 
that Robert Clifibfd, the oth^r kttight» might appear 
ill both their natne^^ as if both vret^ aetually pri^ 
sent.'' And this odd request was granted.-^i?ol. 
Farli. apud Carte. 

In 1408$ archbishop Arund«J dedar^^ ia a pre« 
fiice to his oaaoQs^ that ^ the pope was vicci^e- 
rent of heaven.' ^ Extraordinary laogui^e/ says 
Dr. Henry^ ^ to be used just at a time when the 
two existing popes were consigning each other to 
Satan, and were both declared, by the Coilncil of 
Pisa^ c6ntumadoUfi heretics.' 

In the same year we Md, to the credit of English 
sculptors^ that Thomas Colyn, Thomag Holewefl, 
and Thomas Poppe, carried over to Bretagne an ala- 
baster monumeiit, which they had executed (6t 
Dnke John IV., and erected it iii the cathedral of 
Nantesw— iiyi»t. Fad, 

Deiaih of Chancer. 

About this period (1408) died Geoffry Chaucer, 
whom we cull the first English ^t« Ifi 1539 he 
become page to Edward III., married Philippa, the 
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daughter of Catheiine Swynfiird, (the fiiture 
of John of Gttoiit,) and Is said to have had a vtary 
large income^ As, hovrever, he took a warm part 
on the side of the reformer Wickliffe, he safiered 
when the Lollards were persecuted ; and in, or 
about 1383, he was obliged to return to the conti- 
nent^ w4ienfee, venturing back to England to raide 
ihoney^ he was fl«iaed and imprisoned. The end of 
hki life^ however, was spent in ease and plenty, at 
Donninglota Caftde, Berkis, where he composed (as 
traidition ^aj^) some 6{ his finest poems. John of 
Gaunt was then in power. Chauca*, as we find in 
Ryw^s F^tderu^ received a pitcher of wine eva7 
day firom the cellars of Edward IIL He had like-* 
wise firom Richatd II. a grant of a hogshead of wine 
every year ; and this was coBtinued by Henry IV. 
So well were the English kii^s convinced of ^ the 
truth of Horace : — 

Nulla placere diu, nee viyefe carmina poMunty ^ 

. QttM sctibttiitar iipift potoiSboB^ 

It was !h or about 1410, that a Lord Beauchamp, 
travelling through the East, was hospitably re-, 
ceived At Jerusalem by the Soldan^d lieutenant,, 
who, ' hearing that he was descended from the &* 
mous Guy, earl bf Warwick, whose story they had 
read in books written in theit own language, in-* 
vited him to his palace, and, royally felisting him, 
presented him with three previous stones of gr^at 
value, besides divers clothes of silk and gold given 
to his servants.'"— JRotis apud Dugdak. 

In 1412, an act was passed giving the certificate 
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of &r justice of the peace^ in caae of riots^ the same 
force as the presentment. The first instance . of 
extraordinary power granted to this respectable 
class of magistrates* — BarringUm. 

The Title of Esquire. 

In 1419^ Dr. Fuller remarks that John Golope 
ivas the first person who assumed the title of 
Esquire; and that until the end of Henry the 
Sixth's reign^ such distinctions were not used^ ex- 
cept in law proceedings. Yet Ordoericus Vitalis^ as 
early a$ A. D. 1 124^ speaks of the earl of MeUent^ 
who, emteavouring to escape firom the troops of 
Henry Beauclerc^ and being seized by » country* 
man> bribed him to set him free^ and to shave him^ 
' in the guise of im esquire'^^— /iif/ar Armigerif by 
which means he eluded his pursuera. 

Dearth of Surgeons. 

1417. It appears, from Kymer'sFoedera, that Henry 
authorized * John Morstede, to press as many sur-* 
geons as he thought necessary for the French ex- 
pedition, together with persons to make their in* 
stiiiments/ It is also true^ and appears in the 
sanfebookof records, that with the army which 
won the day at Agincourt, there had landed only 
one surgeon, the same John Morstede, who indeed 
did engage to find fifteen more for the army, three 
q{ whom, however, were to act as archers ! I With 
such a professional scarcity, what must have been 
the state of the wounded <m the day of battle } 
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In the same year the king^ convinced that HoU 
bourn ^ Alta via r^ia in Holboum^* was a deep 
and perilous road, ordered two ships to bfi laden 
with stones at his own cost, each twenty tons in 
burthen, in order to repair it. This seems to have 
been the first paving in London.— -jR^in. F(xd. 

In 1418, iron balls were not used for cannqn, since 
we find an order for nialdng, at Miudstone, in 
Kent, 7000 stone bullets for the king's ordnance.-** 
Ihid. 

In 1421, loud complaints having been made by 
the inferior clergy as to the inequality of their sti- 
pends, it was ordained, by the superior convocation, 
that each bishop's family-barber should shave each 
priest who held his orders fi*om their bishop, 
without payment. — WUkina* Consilia^ ' 

Cows, in 1425, were valued at about sixteen mo- 
dern shillings each.— 'ilfadtfoor, form. Angl. 

The Parliament of Bats. 
1426. The parliament which met in February was 
called the ^^ Parliament of Bats,'* since the senators, 
being ordered to wear no swords, attended armis 
with clubs or bats. Their meeting too was held 
at Leicester, to avoid the tumult of a London 
mob. 

QuaUficatiotts of Voters for Knighis of the Shires. 
1429. An important change was made as to the 
qualifications of the voters for knights of the shires. 
These were now obliged to prove themselves worth 

b2 
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forty iMlUkgd p&t ^hnfuni Beitoe this ftvery fifee- 
boldef i]ii^tVt)lei tad thd tiAt ^sMCoWie of eleo- 
tiotis bh)tight . Oil fiOM iifid itmrd^n. Sev^niy 
pounds Unoiild ilk mod^fd dA^s hi^hwHAf an iBqillTa- 
leni fot Otil- Mce6toFs* forty dhillings* Tlie free- 
holders Were 41 the ^ame lime dhredted to dkme IWD~ 
of the ^^Eittest ftdd most disoreei knigbts resident 
lit theu" coiUikty; or^ if none ooold be found,' notable 
esquirei^ ^nUedien by birtb^ and qualified to be 
made knights, but no yeomen, or persons of inferior 
rank. — Henry, from the Statutes. 

In 1431, Holingsbed relates a melancholy tale 
of an ungrateful Breton^ who murdered his kind 
hostess, near Aldgate. Falling, however^ into the 
hands of the women in the neighbourhood, ' they 
so bethwacked him with stones, staves, kennel- 
* doong, and other things/ says our chronicler, ^ that 
they laid him astretching, and rid him of life.' 

The Monk of Buryi 

1481, Nearly about this time flourUbed John Lyd- 
gate, ^<The Monk of Bury." He was avowedly a 
scholar and iihitator of Chaucer, for whom he al- 
ways eitpressed a most awftil reverence. He spent 
his life in ike professton of a tutor, travelled to 
France and Italy with improvement, and was 
much esteemed as a geholar and poet « If he bad :iiot 
the fire of Chaucer, he exceeded him in smoothness 
of languag^e ; and the extreme humility of the fol- 
lowing lines must speak in favour of the modern 
poet : — 



« I am a Bliink^ hf iuf ptf$ttttAtitkf 

Of Bury, eaU'tt Jbhii Lyd^rto ^ ^f *»>^» 
And weir ababit of f«ffeeti(Mi 

Although my lifo agrte niit wMli Hm um% ; 
That meddle ahnld with things spiritoal 

Aft I most needs ^ohfen unto yon all. 
But seeing ihat i cKd &i tins proceed . 

At his commands, whom I could not relbse, 
I humbly do beseech all those that read 

Or leisure bare this story to peruse, 
If any fault therdn they find to be. 

Or error that committed iS by me, 

Hiat lliey will of their gentlmess, take pidn. 
The rather to correct and mend the siane» 
Than rashly to condemn it with disdain ; 

For well I wot, it is not without blame : 
Because I know the verse therein is wrong. 
As bemg s6me too Short> and some too long." 

Mr. Wharton writes favourably of Lydgate. " No 
poet/* he says, *' seems to have possessed a greater 
versatility of talents. He moves with equal ease in 
every mode of composition. His hymns and his 
ballads have the same degree of merit ; and whe- 
ther his subject be the life of a hermit or a hero, 
of St. Austin or Guy of Warwick, ludicrous or 
legendary, a history or an allegory, he writes with 
ease and perspicuity." 

The following lines of Lydgate sound too modern 
for the age he lived in : — 

' Lyke as the dewe descendeth on the rose 
With tahet drops.* 

The verges, too, in which Lydgate describes the 
reign of Saturn, have much harmony, strength, and 
dignity : — 
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" Fortitadc. Ooi, M«da MittMt ta Ut aii^ 

Dcte^fd widoM, diciU'd diMtitjre ; 
Kugbtdode ia pti*«s, ;»« H> ccar m ligU 

Girt witk his (Wofd of tMtk a^ eqoitjv." 

It is unlucky that Lydgate's tavourite ballad, en' 
titled, " London Uckpenny," is too long to be in- 
serted here. It gives a faithful picture of the me- 
tropolis in the fifleeath century. Among other 
circumstances, strawberries and cherries are spoken 
of as being very common. 

A bad season in 1434 : wheat was sold as high as 
21. 13«. .4d. (modem money) per qiinter. It soon 
fell to lOf. 8d. which seems to have been nearly the 
medium price of that commodity. — Cbron. Pret. 

Wine was then at the price of two modem shil- 
lings per gallon. — Ihtd. 

In the same year licences were granted by the 
king to no less than 2433 pilgrims to visit the shrine 
of St. James, at Comportello. Fortunately the at- 
traction of Thomas-a-Becket's tomb turned the ba- 
lance of travellers in favour of England. — Rym. 
Fad. 

In 1436, we find the BUhop of Hola, in Iceland^ 
whimsically enough, hiring the master of a London 
merchant-ship to sail to Iceland as his proxy, and 
to perform the necessary visitations of his see ; the 
good prelate dreading, in person, to encounter the 
boisterous northern ocean. — Rj/m. Fad. 

In 1439, Philip Malpas and Robert Marshall, 
sheriffs of London, were obliged to restore an 
enormous criminal whom Aiey had torn from the 



SBxietiiary of St. MartinVle-Crrand, and sent to 
Newgate, It was not till 1457 that.a checik wa^ 
given to those odions privileges.— Sfow. , 

About this time it, appears (says Bishop Fleet* 
wood) that a clergyman might be supported witli 
decency for ten modern pounds per annum.*-*Cbrpfi. 
PreU 

Twenty pounds per annum was, in 1439, settled 
by statute as the qualification for a country justice 
of the peace. — Pub. Act. 

The order of Viscount was established, in 1440, 
by Henry VI. John Lord Beaumont was the .first 
created. — Selden. 

Provisions sold thus in 1444 : Wheat, per quarter, 
8s. 6d.; a fat ox, 3/. 3». 4d. ; a hog, 6$. ; a goose, 
6d. ; pigeons, 8d. a dozen, reckoned in .modem 
money. 

In 1443, Dr. Thomas Gascoigne was chancellor 
of Oxford. He seems to have felt deeply the pro* 
fligacy with which ecclesiastical alfoirs wa^.con* 
ducted j for thus does he express himsejlf: 'M 
knew a certain illiterate icteot, the son of a n^ 
kni^t, who, for being the comp^uiion, or rather 
the fool, of the son of a great family of the royal 
blood, was made arch^deacon of Oxford belfore he 
was eighteen years old; and got, soon after, two 
rich rectories and twelve prebends. I asked 
one day .what he thought of learning: 'I despise 
it,' said he 5 ^ I have better livings tlian you great 
Doctors, and believe as much as any of you*' Vi^hat 
do you believe? said I.: ' 1 beUeve,' said:)i^^ 't^at 
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Qiore manly plan of drawliig up their requests id the 
form of acts ; which^ having been approved of by 
the lords, and consented to by the king, became 
firm laws, — Bhckstone^s Comment. 

All historians seem to agree in affirming that, in 
1464, twenty ewes and five rains from the Coltswold 
bills, in Gloucestershire, were transported, by licence 
of the king, to Castile, and that from these are des* 
cended all those sheep which produce the fine 
.wool of Spain.— Trti^se/, ^c. 

The tale is probably exaggerated ; yet the Eng- 
lish sheep might be of service in improving the 
Spanish breed. — Anderson. 

In 1466, the salary of Thomas Littleton, Judge 
of the King's Benc\ amounted to 136/. 13. 4d. 
modern money ; besides about 17/* 7^* for his fur 
gown, robes, &c. — Rym. Feed. 

The execrable practice of torture was now ii^ its 
zenith of employment. We find Cornelius, a shoe- 
maker, tormented by fire in liSS.-^W. deWyrcesi. 

In the tower there existed ahorrid 'brake,' or 
rack, called the Duke of Exeter's daughter. 

Richard Carter, an adept, received, in 1468, a 
licence to practise alchemy. — Rym. Feed. 

In 1468, the now opulent shires of Essex and 
•Hertford were so bare of substantial inhabitants, 
that the sheriff could only find Colchester and Mal- 
don in-Essex, and not one town in Hertfordshire, 
which could send burgesses. Hence, and froin 
other instances, it appears, that it lay in the choice 
of the sheriff wheAer or no a town should send any 
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representative. Nor is there any instance of com-r 
plaijQt, either of the house of commons, or of the 
towns, against the sheriff for any partiality on this 
score. 

In the same year, manjigurymen of London were 
openly disgraced, by being exposed in the public 
streets, with papers on their heads, deciding that 
they had been tampered with by the parties to the 
suit. — Stow. 

The year 1474 shines in the records of chirur- 
gery as the epoch of a most important discovery, 
that of lithotomy, A Parisian archer, much tor- 
tured by the stone, and condemned to death for a 
capital offence, offered to submit to the experiment. 
It succeeded, and his example tempted others to 
venture the operation. It does not, however, ap- 
pear that, during the fifteenth century, the know- 
ledge of this great secret was extended beyond 
France. — Monsirelkt. Fillaret* 

IfHroduction of Printing into England. 

The same date (1474) is also remarkable in the 
annals of literature for the introduction of printing 
into England by William Caxton. He was bom in 
the * Wealde' of Kent, and served as an apprentice 
to Robert Large, an eminent Mercer in London. 
He travelled abroad as an agent in the trading line 
during thirty years, and had the honour in being 
trusted, in concert with Mr. K. Whetchill, to form 
a treaty of commerce, &c., between Edward IV. 
and the Duke of Burgundy, whose wife^ the .Lady 
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Mttrgat*et, of York^ was Caxton's patroness. He 
was also befriended by the Earl of Worcester and 
Ear] Rivers. He translated and continued^ andej* 
the title of * Fructus Temporem,* a Chronicle oC 
England^ and wrote many other works» In 1401 
he died^ and was buried at Cambden^ Gloucester^ 
shire. At the close of an inscription to Caxton'9 
honoui-^ are the following lines : 

' Modre of Merci, ahylde him from ih' oribul ffnd. 
And bring him lyUe eternal that never hftth ]jmd/ 

Caxton's earliest book was the French " Recueil 
des Histoires de Troyes," printed abroad^ between 
the years 1464 and 1467- His earliest work with a 
date, at London^ or rather Westminster, is "The 
(jame and Play of Chesse/* He printed in all 
about 40 books. 

John Ktifty the fint Poet lAtureate of England. 

In the reign of Edward IV* the first regular poet 
laureat appears. His name was John Kay, and al- 
though he has left us none of his poetical composi- 
tions, he has given to posterity a translation of the 
Siege of Rh6des, from the Latin : this he dedicates 
to the King, and styles himself * hys humble Poete 
Laureate/ 

Idbertil 84ntiment of Henry VIL 

Oitii sentiment^ which appears in a commission 
granted by Henry ViL in 1486, to his almon^r^ 
whom he sent to Nuples concerning a commercial 
treaty, deserves general Approbation* ' The earth 
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being the common parent of us all^ what can be 
more desirable and praisseworthy than^ by means of 
commerce^ to communicate her various productions 
to an her children V^^Ifym. Feed. 

Feudal Strife, 

An event, in 1493, ewnced how little the vindictive 
spirit of the feudal times was subdued. A family 
emulation had subsisted between the Stanleys, of 
Pepe, in Staffordshire, and the Chetwynds, of In- 
gesti-e. Sir Humphrey Stanley was one of the 
knightu of the body to H»ry VIL; Sir WilUam 
Chetwynd, one of his gentlemen ushers. The 
ftmne^, as it is said^ through envy^ inveigled Sir 
William oift of his house, by means of a counterfeit 
letfe^r from a neighbour; and, while he was passing 
oter Tikall heath, caused him to be attacked by 
twenty armed men and slain on the spot; Sir Hum- 
phrey passing with a train at that instant, under 
pretence of hunting, but, in fact, to glut his revenge 
with the sight. It does not appear that justice 
overtook the assassin, notwithstanding l^e widow 
of Sir William invoked It. Probably Sir Humphrey 
had no pt'operty worthy of confiscation.— *PeHiiiiii^ 

Robert FiAidn^ Poet and HiMorian^ 

In 1493 iBoiirishfed Robert Fabian, whb, though a 
merger imd sheriff of London, id ranged among 
the poets and historians of the day. He was said 
to b6 the most fhcetious and moist learned of the 
m^rCers and aldermen in his century^ and remark* 
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able among laymen for skill in the Latin tongue. 
Mr. Warton observes that, in hia Chronicle, he 
paid more attention to the recording each Guildhall 
dinner, and city pageant, than to the most glorious 
victories of his countrymen in France. This was 
not unnatural. 

Price of Wkeat. 

Wheat sold in 1494, at 6^ . the quarter in London, 
a remarkably low price. — Chron. Pret. 

Singular state of Preservation of a Dead Body. 

In 1495, i^ile digging for a foundation for the 
church of St. Maryhill, in London, the body pf 
Alice Hackney was discovered ; it had been buried 
17& years, and yet the skin was whole, and the 
joints pliable. It was kept above ground four days 
without annoyance, and then reinterred. — Holinsh. 
At this period, too, hay was sold at 109. the load^ 
on account of a severe drought. 

. ^ A great Marvel seen in Scotland.' 

^ About this time (the beginning of the sixteenth 
century) there was a great marvel seen in Scotland. 
A bairn was born, reckoned to be a man child, but 
from the waist up was two fair persons, with all 
members pertayning to two bodies; to wit, two 
heads, well -eyed, well -eared, and well -handed. 
The two bodies, the one's back was fast to the 
other's, but from the waist down they were but 
one personage ; and it could not be known by the 
ingene of men from which of the bodies the legs^ &c. 
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proceeded. Notwithstanding the King's Majesty 
caused great care and diligence on die up -bringing 
of both bodies 3 caused nourish them, and learn 
them to sing and play on instruments of music. 
Who within short time became very ingenious and 
cunning in the art of music, whereby they could 
play and sing two parts, the one the treble and the 
other the tenor, which was very dulce and melo- 
'dious to hear ; the common people (who treated 
them also) wondered that they could speak diverse 
and sundry languages, that is to say, Latin, French, 
Italian, Spanish, Dutch, English, and Irish. Their 
two bodies long continued to the age of twenty- 
eight years, and the one continued long beforie the 
other, which was dolorous and heavy to the other ; 
for which, when many required of the other to be 
merry, he answered, *' How can I be merry which 
have my true marrow as a dead carrion about my 
back, which was wont to sing and play with me : 
when I was sad he would give me comfort, and I 
would do the like to him. But now I have nothing 
but dolour of the having so heavy a burthen, dead, 
cold, and unsavoury, on my back, which taketh all 
earthly pleasure from me in this present life ; 
therefore I pray to God AUmighty to deliver me out 
of this present life, that we may be laid and dis- 
solved in the earth, wherefrom we came,' &c.— 
Lindsay f ofPitscottie. 

Buchanan, who relates the same strange tale, 
avers that he received it from ^ many honest and 
credible persons, who saw the prodigy with their 
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own eyes.' He ^d^s tliat tJM^ tlFP bodies, dispov^red 
different taster ^nd »pp«tite»i tb^t tbey would 
frequently disagree and quarre}; and sometinie? 
would consult each other, and concert measures 
ibr the good of both ; that when any hurt was .done 
ito the lower parts;, each upper body felt pain ; but 
that when the ii\)ury was above the junction^ then 
<>ne body only was affected* This monster^ he 
writes, lived 28 years, but died wretchedly 5. one 
part expiring some days before the other, wbich, 
half putrified, pined away by d^ees^-^^Ui^i ScotL 



in 1500, there was a great ptagne, which shewed 
its virulence chiefly in London, where .30,000 per«- 
sons are said to have perished within a sbort/space 
oi time.'^Holinthed. . 

' In 150B, January 24, the firg^ stone <^ Henry, the 
Seventh's chapel was laid. Tbe^ saupe year, Henry 
conf^red the name of ^^Merdbant Taylors" on the 
Taylor's company, of which he was a memb^, as 
many kings have been* 

Death of Geuertd Fitz^er.ald^ Earl of Kildare* 

In 1513, died the n¥)st ponierfiil baron and active 
soldier of his age. General Fitzgerald, Earl of Kil- 
4^e. He had been, during 30 years, at different 
4imes, chief governor of Iceland, and was too potent 
to be set aside, otherwise his strong attaqlunent to 
the house of York would ptobably b&ve been his 
rum. The unJ^ameable spu^it of the Earl sometimes 
involved him in frouble, from which he was extri- 



eated by a lucky blunjtiiess ; as when once, when 
charged befote Henry VIIL widi setting fire to the 
catiiedral of Caahel^ ^ I own i1^' said the Earl, 
^ but I never wbuld have dcme it had I not believed 
ibat the Arohhiahop was in it.' The King laughed, 
And pardoned the ludicrous cnlpvit. Hie Bishop 
of Meath was his bitterest foe. He abcnsed him 
ti& Henry, of divers misdeeds, and closed his accn* 
isation. with, !^ Thus, my liege, you see tiiatatl 
Ireland cfUmot rule the EarL' ^Then/ said the 
l^erverae momirch, ^ the Earl shall rule all Ireland,' 
and instantly made him lord^eputy. The English 
loved the Earlbecause he was brave and generous, 
and because his good humour equalled his valour. 
Once, when he was in a furious paroxysm, a do- 
mestic who knelK^ hia temper, whimpered i^ hi^ ear, 
f My .lord, yonder fellow has betted me a fine horse, 
thai I d^re not take a hmr firom yoikr Iprdship's 
beis^rd ; I paray, toy lord, win me that wager.' The 
Earl's' features lielaxec^ and he said to the peti*^ 
tioner,, ^ Take tike hair then, but if tbou exoeedest 
thy demaM> my fist shall meet thy head .' . 

Thia Earl was ordered to discontinue his motto, 
^ Crom a boo,* as it caused feuds between the nobk 
Irish famtUes.-^€bffifi:f, MS. rdaUve to tU lUz^ 
f€rali$t inc. 

In the same year, (1513) the corporation of 
.Surgeons (consisting of 13, a humber then, as it 
appears, thought equal to th^ care of the metropo- 
lis,) petitkmed parliament to be e^^mpted &*<» 
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bearing arms, or senring od juries or parish offices, 
and succeeded in th«r reqneBt. — Pub. AcU, 

In the same year, the apprentices of London, 
thinking that the inhabitants of Islington, Hoxton, 
and Sboreditch, bad too much lessened their places 
of exercise and recreation, by enclosing their 
grounds, determined tori^t themselves, and, on a 
signal given by a man in disguise, ivho ran through 
the streets, crying * Spades! spades!' they rushed 
in 8 body, with proper instruments, to devoted pa- 
rishes, and levelled every fence. The lord-mayor 
of London was sharply reprimanded for suffering 
this illegal proceeding, and warned to iake better 
care in future. — Herbert. 

In the year 1522, Pietro Torregiimo, a great 
sculptor, (who bad resided long in England, and 
who with the turbulence of Henry's temper, had 
also adopted his religion,) starved himself to death 
in the prison of the Seville Inquisition, to which 
he bad been sent for maiming an image that he had 
formed of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Henry had 
given him vast presents, of which he used to boast, 
and, as a lHt>ther u^ist says, ' Ogni gioma rageo- 
nava delle sue bravure, con qnelli bestie di quelli 
Inglesi.' He valiied himself on having once sb^iuck 
the great Michael A ngelo, with so good a will, that 
be felt the bone of his nose yield to the pressiu^ of 
his knuckles. The superb tomb of Henry VII. ; that 
of Margaret of Richmond, in Westminster abbey \ 
and that of Dr. Young, in the Roll's chapel, are 
done by Torregiano. — WaipoU'a Jmcdotet, i§-c. 
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Deaih of miKam Lify, Sfc. 
In 1525 died William Lily^ an industrious and use- 
ful scholar. He was bom at Odiam^ Hants^ in 
1^6^ and bred at Magdalene College^ Oxcm. 
Thence^ prompted by the bigotry of his age^ he 
went on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. To Lily 
this wild expedition was a source of science ;. resid- 
ing five years in Rhodes^ he became^ by the assist-** 
ance of some learned refugees from the cf^ital of 
the Turks^ a complete master of the Greek tongue; 
and^ by studying the Roman classics under two 
eminent professors in Italy, he gained a perfect 
knowledge of the Latin. He now returned to L<hi- 
don, where a school, in which he taught rhetoric, 
poetry, and the languages, soon attained to great 
^Bune. In 1511, Lily was appointed by his friend 
and patron, Pean Colet, the first master of St. 
Paul's school, which he had just then built and en- 
dowed ; where he presided during the rest of his 
life with great reputation. He fell a martyr to 
the plague. In the composition of his well-known 
Latin Grammer, he was assisted by Erasmus, Dean 
Collet, and Thomas Robinson, all pelebrated lin- 
guists, and the haughty Wolsey condescended to 
write a recommendatory pveface^^^LelanJ, Bale, 

l^c, Apud Hekry* 

Thomas Lynacre, or Linacer, i^c. 

In the same year, (1525,) deceased Thomas Lyn- 
^re, or Linacer, one of the mo^t polite scholars of 
the age. He was well des^nde^^ born in 1460, at 
Canterbury, and bred at AU Souls' College, Oxford, 

vol*. I. V 
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whence he trayelled to Italy. At Bologna he stu- 
died under Angelo PoHtian, whom^ he is said, to 
ha^Ye surpassed in pure latinity. At Florence he 
was much regarded by the Duke Lorenzo, and be- 
caine perfect in Greek, by the assistance of Deme- 
trius, a Constantinapolitan fugitive. He studied 
phibsophy at Rome under Hermolaus Baibarus ; 
and on his return to England was successively ap- 
pointed physician to Henry VII* and VIIL, Prince 
Edward, and the Princess Mary. He translated 
many difficult pieces from the Greek of Galen; 
gWB lectures on medicine at Oxford, to which uni- 
versity he was a benefactor, and founder of the 
College of Physicians in London. Not long before 
his decease he took holy orders ; for this several 
reasons are :given, but none satisjfactory . Sir John 
Cheke says, that a little before his death Hnaere 
began to read the New Testament $ but, struck 
with the purity of its precepts, he hurled it away 
in a passion, crying, ^^ ei Aer this is hot the gospel, 
or we are not Christians !" — Aiken. 

The damask* rose is said to have been introduced 
into England by this eminent physician, not long 
before his decease. ^ 

. In 1523, the astrologers having prophesied in- 
cessant rains and fearful floods, the Abbot of St. 
Bartholomew, in Smithfield, built a house on Har- 
row the Hill, and stored it with pt'ovisions. Many 
persons followed his example, and repaired to high 
pla(^,es. However, no eittraordinary floods appear- 
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ing, the disappointed soothsayers pacified the peo- 
ple by owning^ themselves mistaken just one hun- 
dred years in their calculation. — Hall. 

1527. The first Scotch martyr to the doctrines of 
the Reformation, was brought to the stake. Mr. Pa- 
trick Hamilton, noble by birth, and allied to roy- 
alty, as being nephew to the Earl of Arran. During 
his travels in Grermany, he imbibed the opinions of 
Luther so deeply, that he could not, on his return 
to Scotland, resist the temptation of publicly ex* 
pressing his aversicm to Popery. In consequence 
he was tried and condemned as a heretic ; and his 
execution was accompanied with peculiar circum- 
stances of cruelty. He was only in the 23d year of 
his age, and had the compassion of every spectator. 

Very soon after this. Friar Alexander Seaton, 
the king's confessor, having preached several ser- 
mons on the necessity of repentance, and a holy 
life, and not having mentioned pilgrimages, pray- 
ers to saints, &c, was reprimanded by the Arch* 
bishop of St. Andrews, and charged with having 
styled the non-preaching prelates. Dumb Dogs'. 
The friar replied with sharpness, and ridiculed 
his accusers, for confounding him with Isaiah and 
St. Paul, who had been quoted by him, and were 
alone to answer for the harsh expressions ; finding, 
however, that the king looked on him with unusual 
c^lness, he repaired privately to England, where 
he found protection in the family of the Duchess of 
Sussex. — Spottiswood. 
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In February 1528, the Londoners were amused 
by a battle between a Dutch and a French vessel, 
fought close to London Bridge, to which the former 
had actually pursued the latter. Walsingham, 
lieutenant of the Tower, boarded and seized both 
the combatants, and the matter was left to the 
council to determine. — Holinshed. 

In 1530 Mr. William Hawkins, (&ther of the great 
navigator. Sir John Hawkins,) fitted out a stout ship, 
the Paul of Plymouth, and sailing to the coast of Gui- 
nea and Brazil, began a practice,^ which, although it 
has since been very profitable to his country, has 
covered it with disgrace; that is, of seizing the un- 
fortunate natives of Afirica, and tratisporting them 
to foreign shores, there to end their days in slavery. 

Gipsies. 
In 153 i the wandering bands, styled ' Gipsies,' 
were so numerous and noxious in England, that an 
act was passed to banish them from the realm, oh 
pain of imprisonment and confiscation of property. 
The Earl of Arran, Regent of Scotland, a few years 
aftei*wards, took a diflferent method to get rid of 
these hated vagabonds, by ordering all sherifis, and 
other magistf ates, to assist John Faw, ^ Lord and 
Earl of Little Egypt,' to collect together his sub- 
jects, the Gipsies, (many of whom had rebelled 
against Faw, under the guidance of one Sebastian 
Lalow,) that he might carry them back to their 
own country, as he had engaged to do. — Pub. Acts. 



SINGULAR INCIDENTS^ &C. 101 

Tito Priests and a Lawyer burnt, and a Cook 

boikd, 8^c. 
This year, 1631, two priests and a lawyer suffered 
death by fire in Smithfield, on account of some dis- 
turbances between the superior and inferior tjlergy. 
And a cook, named Richard Rous, boiled to death 
in the same place, by an ex post facto law, for poi- 
soning seventeen persons in the Bishop of Roches- 
ter's family. — Stow, Ac. 

Death of an elegant but unfortunate Scholar^ ' 
In 1532 died an elegant but unfortunate scholar, 
Richard Paice^ who, irom a low extraction in 
Worcestershire, had, by his great talent, un- 
der the successive patronage of the prelates, 
Langton apd Bambridge, become Dean of St. 
Paul's, secretary to the king, and frequently his 
envoy to foreign parts. He had prepared himself 
for these great employments by long study, and 
by a particular attention to languages at Padua, 
and other Italian universities. From an embassy 
to Venice, he returned to England sick, but Isulen 
with kind recommendations from the Doge. Soon 
after his arrival at London he fell into disgrace 
with Cardinal Wolsey ; soon he sank beneath the 
frovm of that capricious protector ; was sent to the 
tower, and^in 1532 died raving mad. He was an 
almost universal linguist, and wrote many curious 
treatises ; one of which is entitled, ^ De fructu 
quae ex Doctrina percipitur ;* ' of the profit which 
may accrue from learning/— JBa/e^ Pitts/ 
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Exhumation and burning of a Body, 4v. 
In 1532 the body of William Tracie^ a gentleman 
. of Gloucester, (who had spoken lightly in his last 
.wlll^ of prayers to saint?^ masses for llie good of 
the soul^ &c.) was disintered apd burnt^ as be* 
longing to a heretic. This brutal transaction ilis- 
pleased the king ; he summoned Dr. Parker^ Chan- 
cellor of Worcester^ who had managed the prose- 
cution; and finding that no writ, ^ de heretico 
cumburendo,' had been applied for, made the zeal- 
ous priest pay 300/. for his delinquency. — Fox. 

St, James's Palace built. 
In 1532 St. James's palace was built by Henry: (it 
. had been an hospital for fourteen leprous maidens;) 
,, he added to it the remains of York palace, White- 
hall, and enclosed the whole (now St. James's 
park) with a wall.— Ifo//. 

Short Hair and Beards, cf*c. 
In 1535 Henry made his courtiers cut their hair 
short, and did so himself. He also brought into 
fashion the wearing of beards, and the knotting 
(probably curling) of them. 

Sir Edmund Knevet's Sentence, S^c, 
In June 1540 Sir Edmund Knevett was adjudged 
to lose his right hand, for striking ^ M oster Clere 
of Norfolk,' servant to the Lord Surry, within the 
limits of the court. All was prepared ; * the ser- 
vant of the wood-yard, with his mallet and blocke, 
the maister cook with his knife, the seryeant of 
the larder to set the knife right OA the joinl^ the 
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seryeaot farrier with the searing irons, the seryeant 
of the poultrie with a cocke, which cocke should 
. have its head smitten of on the same blocke, and 
with the same knife,' &c. and poor Sir Edmund 
only requested that the king would take his left, 
and spare his right hand, as that might ^ yet do 
good service to his grace/ when happily he re- 
ceived, on a sudden, his full pardon for limb and 
^goods. — HoUnshed. 

Anatomy encouraged. 
It is said that the earliest law enacted. in any 
country, for the promotion of anatomical know- 
ledge, was one that passed in 1540. It allowed 
the united companies of barbers and surgeons to 
have yearly the bodies of four criminals to dissect. 
-^Barrington on Statutes. 

Sir Thoma$ Wyatt, Poet. 
In 1541 died of a fever, which he caught by too 
earnestly attending in sultry weather on an ambas- 
sador of the Emperor, Sir Thomas Wyatt, the el- 
der, an elegant poet, and a highly-accomplished 
gentleman. He was born of an honourable family 
in Kent, at AUington Castle, which, he is said by 
Fuller, to have repaired and beautified. Camb- 
den says he was ^ splendid^ doctus/ Wood calls 
him ^ the delight of the muses.' Ascham, Leland, 
and Sir Thomas Chalmer, are loud in his praise ; 
and Earl Henry of Surrey held him as his Mend, 
and wrote his epitaph* He had at times great 
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weight with his capricious king^ and sometimes be 
felt .his resentment. 

Henry delighted in Wyatt's conversation. An 
apologue of his about ' curs baiting a butcher's 
. dog^' is said to have caused the fall of Wolsey. 
Againy when Clement delayed the divorce of Henry 
and Catherine, ^ Lord,' said Sir Thomas, ^ that a 
man cannot repent him of his sins without the 
Pope's leave!' The king heard him, it is said, 
and determined on the separation from papal au- 
thority. ' When Henry hesitated as to seizing the 
church lands, he was encouraged by a bon mot of 
Wyatt : * Butter,' said he, ^ the rboks' nest, and 
they will not trouble you ;' referring to a distribu- 
tion of abbey lands among the nobility. Though 
attached to the Reformation, he was once tried for 
corresponding with Cardinal Pole; immediately 
after which, he was made sheriff of Kent, and re- 
warded for. his gallantry against the rebels of that 
country. On the whole, his family, though brave 
and well-meaning, were unfortunate. His father. 
Sir Henry, would have been starved in the Tower, 
had not a cat, with uncommon fidelity, brought 
him a pigeon : Sir Thomas, the elder, was tried for 
his .life; and Sir Thomas, the younger, was exe- 
cuted for treason, in the reign of Mary. — Walpole's 
Mi$c. Antiquities. 

Early in 1542, Henry was proclaimed King of 
Ireland. Soon after, he sent to the Tower a re- 
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lease for Sir Arthur Plantagenet^ (Lord Lisle, 
natural son of Ed^vard IV.) accompanied by a dia- 
mond ring, as a toicen of returning favour. But 
the prisoner, unable to bear this reverse of fortune, 
expired through too much joy. He had been con- 
fined on account of a groundless charge concern^- 
ing Calais. — HolUnshed. 

Injunction against reading the Bible. 
In 1542-3 a statute passed to prevent the transia- 
tion of the Bible, by Tindal, from being read by 
' women, artificers, prentices, journeymen, serving- 
men of the degree of yeomen or under.* * Noble- 
women or gentlewomen* might read the Bible alone, 
but not others. ' The chancellor, the captains 
of the warres, the king's justices, and recorders of 
townes,' were allowed not only to read, but to ex- 
pound. It seems that the magistrates were then 
used to begin their charges by a text of Scripture ; 
and that the * captaine of the warres* (nearly the 
same in rank as our colonel) were accustomed to 
preach and expound to their soldiers, as there were 
no regimental chaplains. 

The activity with which the government of Eli- 
zabeth was inspired, seems to have transfused itself 
into the breasts of every rank among her people. 
We observe those who had superior powers distin- 
guishing themselves by voyages of discovery, by 
forming new commercial connexions, and by en- 
deavouring to plant colonies in distant climes, 
while those whose abilities took a mechanical 

p 2 
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turn^ enriched their country and themselves by 
enlarging the circle of its manufactures*. 

Origin of the manufacture of Knvoe$. 
Thb manufacture of knives^ now^ so widely extend- 
.ed) appears to have commenced in London, A. D. 
1563, under the auspices of one Thomas Matlliews, 
of Fleet Bridge : this, however, was rather a revi- 
val than a new manufacture, since, in the days of 
Chaucer, Shefiield was, as it still continues to be, 
famous for its cutlery ; * A Sheffield wMttle bare 
he in his hosef/ 

Origin of the manufacture of Needles. 
Thb manufacture of needles % was commenced in 
1566, and directed by Elias Grouse, a German. 

* Before the 16th century ends, we find that luxury had obtained 
a firm footing in the house of the mechanic. ' We were shewn,' 
jsays a traveller, * at Uie house of Leonard Smith, a tailor, a most 
perfect looking-glass, ornamented with gold, pearls, silver, and vel- 
vet* so richly as to be estimated at 500 ectu de toleiL — Paul Henttner. 

Add to this the evidence of Fynes Moryson, who observes that, 
towards the close of Elizabeth's reign, there were few among the 
better sort of the English gentry and traders, that had not cupboards 
silver plate to the value of o^200. 

t Chaucer's Works. Reve's Tales. 

X Needles had appeared in Cheapside during the reign of Mary. 
A Spanish negro had made them, but as he refused to discover his 
art, the nation received little benefit from him. The pin had been 
known in England ever since the close of Henry the Eighth's reign ; 
when it had afibrded to the ladies a pleasant substitute for ribbons, 
lodpholea, laces with points and tags, clasps, hooks and eyes, and 
skewers made of wood, brass, silver, and gold. This minute imple*- 
ment was thought sufficiently important to merit a parliamentary 
regulation. Accordingly, by Stat. 37 Hen. VIII. cap. 13, all * pinnes- 
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. FmU Hais. . , 
In 1571 felt hatB were not made in England^ as a 
statute was then enacted^ which ordered an English 
wooUenc^p to he worn in preference, by every 
jperson above the age of seven^ on piun of forfeit* 
ing 3f* 4d. ; ladies^ lords, gentiewomen, &e; are 
eaceepted. This restriction^ we are told, had very 
little effect. 

Perfection of the manufaeiure of Glaee^ 
Ths manufactureof gkusshad probably been brought 
to some perfection in London in 157&, iw Hdin<» 
shed^ after he Ims spoken of the distinction of a 
glasdiouse by fire, adds, ^ the same house which 
had conmmed great quantities of wood in making 
fine drinking-glasses, is now itself consumed.' 

Sbxoe Trade. 
T&B futgto trade^ diat much reprobated source of 
wealth and of contention^ was opaied in 1562 
(Edw; VL) by Captun Jolm Hawkins of Devon- 
diire, who, assisted by a liberal subscription, fitted 
out three ships, and smled to the coast of Guinea^ 
whence he carried 300 negro slaves (acquired by 
methods not to be too closely scrutinized) to His- 
paniolar he exchanged his lading there for hides, 

are prohiMted from being sold, unless tbxif be * doable-headed, and 
the heads aoldend f»t to the shank of the pinne, well smoothed^ 
the shank iv«U sharen, the pcnnt'well and round filed, caated» and 
diarpened.' Tlus long process, which must have rendered tiiie pia 
expensive, was dropped in about three years, and die pin became 
what it is now.— Stoir, ^c. 
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sugar^ ginger^ and pettrls^ and xeturaed in opulenoe; 
A* D.. 1563. No more is heard of this species of 
traffic during several years. 

A ship and pinttacex>f London made a prosper- 
ous voyage to Benin^ in Africa, in 158&; and the 
queen, in the same year, granted a patent to cer- 
tain merchants of London and of Exeter, for ten 
years, to trade exclusively to the rivers Senegal 
and Gambia. 

Manufactures. 
Thb short and unsettled reigns of Edward the 
Sixth, and Mary th^ First, produced* not; that 
confidence in government, which could tempt the 
opulent to supply manufactures with the necessary 
funds. Mary was indeed led by her love for an un- 
desa*ving husband to treat her mercantile subjects 
with bitter injustice ; she i^ould ask unreasonable 
loans, and would revenge the denial by stopping 
exportation, and even by seizing the cloth which 
had . been^ sold to foreigners. Once she raised 
50,000/. by an extortion of this kind. The loss of 

fl 

Calais, whence much cloth was exported into Flan- 
ders, hurt the woollen manufacture. 

* One act of Mary's sterile administration deserves to be ex- 
cepted from the censure which, in general, it merits. She abolished 
that jiiart of the code' of lavs rdatire tk> the woollen trade; whiclb 
prevented any person 'from making cloth, nnlesi after having served 
Mi seven years at the business. It appears strange to read, thai 
her liberal-minded successor should have renewed a prohibition 
which is generally accounted impolitic by the adepts of trade. It 
still refmains in force. 
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Weaxing of Silk Stockinffs introduced. 
A LOOM for the weaving of silk v stockings was 
erected in 1600^ under the patronage of William 
Xiee^ of St. John's College, Cambridge. 

Nothing so much aided the progress of the 
manufactures in England as her just and pi*udent 
attention to the persecuted strangers^ ^ whom 
the bigotry of Spain expelled from their ha- 
bitations. Some families had^ in the days of Ed- 
ward, VI. quitted their homes and followed their 
teachers to the English coast 5 these had fdready 
erected their lopms, when the accession of Mary 
obliged them to pursue liberty of religious wor- 
ship, to a colder climate. With Elizabeth more 
liberality of sentiment came forward^ and some of 
the exiled strangers returned: but it was to the 
wheels and gibbets of the Duke D'Alva, that Eng- 
land is most indebted; scared by his inhumanity, 
the Flemish manufacturers fled thither in shoals, 
and was received witli humanity and hospitality. 
They repaid this politic kindness by peopling the 
decayed streets of Canterbury, Norwich, Sandwich, 
Colchester, Maidstone, Southampton, and many 
other towns, with active and industrious weavers^ 
dyers, cloth-dressers^ linen- makers, silk-throw- 
sters, &c. They taught the making of bays, says, 
and other stuffs; and many of their posterity 
now enjoy large estates and respectable titles in 
the counties, which, with so much good sense, * 
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opened their arms to slueld them fhmi their pur- 
suers, it was^from this period that England may 
begin to date that superiority in the works of 
art, which has rendered her in the eighteenth cm- 
tury, the market of Europe, and even ext^ided the 
sale of her manufactures to the saya|;e shores of 
Kamschatka. 

ANXCnOTBS OF THB GOVBBNMBNT OF BN43LANI> 
AND SCOTLAND, FROM THB TBAR 1400 TO THB 
YBAE 1548. 

Sovereign AutkorUy. 
In the beginning of the fifteentJi century, the 
{>ower of each department of legislature became 
now more accurately defined, although no consi- 
derable alterations had been made in either. The 
king's authority was most assuredly not in general 
despotic, since he could neither repeal nor Change 
any law which liad been made by consent of his 
parliament ; yet that dispensing power which each 
monarch assumed, when it suited his purpose, 
threw far too great a wei^t intp the scale of roy- 
alty. The sovereign, beside, retained the cruel 
right of giving in marriage the wards of the crown, 
although that prerogative (as well as tibat of pur- 
veyance) Was exercised in a much more moderate 
degree than it had been of old* Fartetcnede Lau-^ 
dibus Legnm Anglia. 
He could likewise press for his service not only 
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soldiers aad saUorg, but also musicians, gold- 
smiths^ embraider^rsi and various sorts of artifi- 
cers. Ibid. 

Peers, Comnums^ Knights of Shires^ mfiuence of 

Sheriff, *c. 
Thjb Peers attended their duty in parliament at 
their own expence. The representattres of the 
commons wore always paid firom the oommence- 
ment of representation. Toward the close of the 
fourteenth century, it was fixed 4m.. per diem for 
knights of shires, and half that sum for each bur- 
gess.. We may reasonably enough rate these sums 
equal to ten times their value in modem times, 
considering not only the weight of the silver, but 
also jthe cheapness of provisions and coaveniences 
in the fifteenth century. 

The BheriflT's influence in returning memfiers 
was extensive, and firequently abused. ^ Sometimes 
they made no proper elections for knights^ &c. $ 
sometimes no return at all ; and sometimes they 
returned such as had never been elected•'---^Preafll• 
Stat. 2a Hen. VI. c. U. 

For these, and such like misdemeanors, he plight 
be sued by action at the assises, and was liable to 
fine and imprisoninent. 

Hie qualification requisite for knights of the 
shires was 401. per annum. It appears too, that 
strength of body and constitution^ was demanded^ 
lor the parliamentary writs about this period di- 
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rected the electors to choose not only the wisest 
but the stoutest men^ (potentiores ad laborandum,) 
that they might be able to endure the iiEitigue of 
the journey, and of close attendance. — Prynne. 

Privileges^ 
BssiDBs their pay, the members of the house of 
commons had the privilege, for themselves and 
their servants, of freedom from all arrests. A ne- 
cessary exemption, that they might be enabled to 
perform their duty. But this privilege, (as well as 
their pay,) attended on the members only during 
their actual services, and quitted them at the end 
of each • session, allowing only for the few days 
which they might be obliged to employ in jour- 
neying to London, and returning home. — [bid. 

The convocations were regularly summoned with 
the lay-parliaments, and as regularly met. The 
prelates were still directed to attend and ^ consult 
with the nobles.' They were also directed to 
order their dean and archdeacons to attend in per- 
son, each chapter to send one proctor, and the 
clergy of each diocese to send two proctors, ^ to 
consent to those things which should be ordained 
by the common council of the kingdom.' As there- 
fore they were only to * consent,* not to * consult,' 
the proctors could scarcely be reckoned a part of 
the commons. They,- however, received wage^, 
and partook of the privileges of parliament The 
ecclesiastics stilt continued to lay taxes on them- 
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«elve^ ; but the consent of the other branches of 
legislature was necessary to give force to their de- 
cree. — Prynne. 

Parliaments were often and quickly dismissed. 
They had frequently only one session, and once, 
(in 1399,) but a single day. And in that one day 
deposed one king, (Richard II.) and set up another. 

English Courts of Law^ Judges^ i^c. 
No considerable alteration appeared in the English 
courts of law. The number of judges in the courts 
at Westminster was by no means certain. Under 
Henry VI., there were, at one time, eight judges in 
the court of common pleas. Each judge took a 
solemn oath that ^ he would take no fee, pension, gift, 
reward, or bribe, from any suitor, saving meat and 
drink, which should be of no great value. — Fortes- 
cue de Laudibus legum AngliiE, 

Law and Lawyers. 
The laws were ill executed throughout the fifteenth 
century *. Maintenance (an union for sinister pur- 

* To Richard III. ^ on whom history has cast innumerable stains, 
England hasconsiderablcL obligations as a legislator. Not to mention 
hii^ causing each act of parliament to be written in English, and to 
be printed, he was the first prince on the English throne who enabled 
justices of the peace to take bail ; and he caused to be enacted a 
law against ralnng money by ' Benevolence,* which, when pleaded 
by the citizens of London agunst Cardinal Wolsey, could only bt 
answered by an averment that ' Richard being an usurper and a 
murderer of his nephews, the laws of so wicked a man ought not to 
be forced.'— JBamn^on on StatiUes, 

* He was, (says a noble biographer,) a good law-giver for lihe ease 
and solace of the common people.'— Barnngfton'i Stafutet, 
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poses^) still prevailed ; the priests, by their exemp* 
tions, were set above the law; sanctuaries aboundjed 
throughout the realm, and protected the vilest cri* 
minal and the most dishonest debtor; perjury 
throve, and affinrded a living to many ; while the 
high constable, under colour of exercising military 
law, was authorised to proceed, in cases of treason, 
^ summarily, and without noise, or form of trial, 
apd if he wished to give an appearance of justice 
to his proceedings, he could call in the aid of tor* 
ture by fire, or on the rack. 

The account which the learned Judge Hale gives 
of the lawyers, who pleaded in the fifteenth cen- 
tury, does them little honour. He condemns the 
reports during the reigns of Hemy IV. and V., as 
inferior to those of the last twelve years of Edward 
III. ; and he speaks but coolly of those which the 
reign of Henry VI. produces. — History of Common 
Law, apud Henry. 

Yet the deficiency of progressive improvement 
in the common law, arose not firom a want of ap- 
plication to the science ; »nce we read in a very 
respectable treatise, that there were no fewer than 
2000 students attending to the inns of chancery 
and of court, in the time of its writer.- — Foriescue 
de Laudibus, Sfc. 

Court of Chancery. 
The Court of Chancery seems to date its rise at the 
close of the 14th century. It was highly obnox- 
ious to the professors of the common law, who, by 
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their ikiterc^sts in tiie house of commons^ procured 
a petition against it from the pa:rliament to Edward 
IV. in 1474. The influence of the prelates (who 
were certain of guiding that court^) defeated this 
attempt^ and its establishment encountered no fur- 
ther difficulties. — Cotton* 9 Records* 

State of Civilization. 
One observation there remains to make on the ge- 
neral state of the English at this period. Civili- 
zation indeed had not hitherto made such progress 
as entirely to abolish slavery. Yet few land-owners 
or renters were to be foimd who did not prefer the 
laSour of free-men * to that of slaves. This cir- 
cumstance diminished their number^ and the per« 
petual civil contests enfranchised many^ by putting 
arms in their hands. Within a few years after 
the accession of the Tudors^ slaves were heard of 
no more. 

A reflection made at the close of the 15th cen- 
tury^ by Philip deComines^ is the more remarkable^ 

* The value of fireemea who would labour in agriculture was to 
,weU known, tkat statutes wete passed to prevent any penon wlio had 
not twenty shillings a-year^ (equal to ten modem pounds,) from 
breeding up his children to any other occupation than that of hus- 
bandry. Nor could any one, who had been employed in such work 
until twelve years of age, be permitted to turn himself to any other 
vocation.— Pui^ie AetM, . 

The condition of the slavea in England was as completely wretched 

.as the despot, who owned him, might please to make. His goods 

were his master's, and on that account were free from tazatioi^s and 

whatever injaries he might sustain, he had no power to sue that 

iliaster in any court of }ustice.-^iiym. Feed, Prynne, 
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as it is given voluntarfly, at the close of the longest 
and most bloody civil war with which the English 
annals can be charged. ' In my opinion^' (says 
that judicious observer) * of all the countries in 
Europe where I was ever acquainted, the govern- 
ment is no where so well managed, the people no 
where less obnoxious to violence and oppression, 
nor their houses less liable to the desolations of war, 
than in England ; for there the calamities fall only 
upon the authors/ 

State of Scotland. 
Scotland was not so happy. The unfortunate 
death of the Norwegian Margaret, had involved 
that realm in a long and bloody contest with 'its 
powerful neighbour ; and, although the gallant and 
free spirits of the Scots had preserved the inde- 
pendence of their country, notwithstanding their 
inferiority in numbers, wealth and discipline, it 
could not prevent the preponderance of a most 
odious and tyrannic aristocracy. Perpetual do- 
mestic war loosened every tie of constitutional go- 
vernment ; and a Douglas *, a Creighton^ or s^ 
Donald t of the Isles, by turns exercised such 

* OppreBsion, raybhing of women, tbeft, sacrilege, and all other 
kinds of mischief, were but a dalliance. So that it was thought 
leisom in a depender on a Douglas to slay or murder ; for so fearful 
was their name, and so terrible to every innocent man, that when a 
mischievous limmer was apprehended, if he alleged that he mur- 
dered and slew at a Douglas's command, no man durst present him 
to jnsticew*— Ltfidfay. 

t Donald (Lord of the Isles) gathered a company of misehieTOus, 



/ 



STATB OF SCOTLAND^ &C. 1 1/ 

despotisin and iiihumanity, as no monarch in the 
16th century would have dared to practise. 

The endeavours of the first and the second James 
were turned towards improving the jurisprudence 
of the North, by engrafting on it the best parts of 
the English system ; but the suddenness of their 
deaths, and the weak reign of their successor, 
James III., prevented these people from receiving 
much benefit from such laudable designs. 

The Parliament of Scotland, at this period, had 
nearly monopolized all judicial authority. Three 
committees were formed fi:t>m the house (for there 
was only one) soon after the members met. The 
first, like the ' Triers ' in England, examined, ap- 
proved, or disapproved of petitions to the senate ; 
the second constituted the highest court in all 
criminal prosecutions, as did the third in civil ones. 
And as every lord of Parliament, who chose it, 
might claim his place in each of these committees, ' 
almost the whole administration of law, civil as . 
well as military, resided in the breast of the 
Scottish nobility. There was another court, that 
of session, of which the members and the duration 
were appointed by Parliament. 

The justiciary (an office discontinued in England^ 

euned limmers, and invaded the King in every urth, wherever he 
came, mth great cruelty ; neither sparing old nor young ; without 
regard to wives, old, feeble, or decrepid women ; or young infants ' 
in the cradle, wMch would have moved a heart of stone to com- 
miseration: and burned villages, towns, and corns, &c.*-/in<iMy. 
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as too potent) was dtiU nominally at the head of the 
Scottish Vow, and held cotirts which were styled 
^ justiciares,' as did the chamberlain^ ^ chamber- 
lainaires */ from these courts there was allowed an 
appeal to a jurisdiction of great antiquity, styled, 
^ The four Boirough's Court/ This was formed of 
burgesses from Edinburgh, and three other towns, 
who met at Haddington, to judge on such appeals. 
— Puh. Acts. 

There was one abuse, however, which r^idered 
every court of justice nugatory. It had become 
a custom for the Scottish monarchs to bestow on 
their favourites not only estates, but powers and 
privileges,, equal to their own. These were styled 
* Lords of Regalities :' they formed courts around 
them, had mimic officers of state, and tried, exe^ 
cuted, or pardoned the greatest criminals. 

The good sense of James II. prompted him to 
propose a remedy for this inordinate evil ; but two 
admirable laws which he brought forward (the one 
against granting ^regalities,' without consent of 
Parliament; the other, to prohibit the bestowing 
of hereditary dignities) were after his decease 
neglected ; and Scotland continued two centuries 
longer a prey to the jarring interests of turbulent, 
traitorous noblemen. 

The reigns of the seventh and of the eighth Henry 
brought to a period' two states, each totally incon- 
sistent with good governmait and human felicity ; 
that aristocracy which, at tiie same time that it 
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kept the monarch in awe^ oppressed the people^ 
and caught in an instant the fire of civil dissension ; 
and. that bondage, which rendered the labourer 
and his family liable to be transferred, like the 
oxen on the farm, according to his owner's caprice. 

The powers of the peers had been weakened by 
the destruction which the civil wars of the red and 
i^diite rose had brought on the ancient families. 
The seventh Henry shewed no inclination to re- 
plenish their, phalanx. He even contrived, by the 
acts against retainers, and by rendering the con- 
veyance of landed propertly more easy, to lessen 
the respectability of those tfhat remained. The 
numbers of the upper house were again diminished 
by Henry VIII. 5 who, on the dissolution of mo- 
nastic institutions, deprived twenty-six abbots, and 
two priors, of their votes in that branch of the 
legislative system. 

Whether or no the conduct of Henry VII. , with 
respect to Ireland, was just and prudent, those who 
live in the nineteenth century are well qualified to 
judge. The great lines of his policy were these : 
by means of his governor. Sir Edward Poyning, 
he procured the Parliament of that island to enact, 
first, ^ That all former acts of the English Par- 
liament should be binding in Ireland; and, secondly, 
that before any Irish Parliament should be holdeh, 
copies of the acts proposed to be passed should be 
sent over to England, for the approbation of the 
King and Council. 
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As to slavery^ the good sense of the nation, and 
its conviction that the willing exertion of a freeman 
was of more value than the forced labour of a 
serf, had nearly emancipated the lower ranks of 
society by the beginning of the sixteenth century. 
Tet a bill, meant at once to abolish this odious 
condition, which, in 1526, was brought into 
the upper house, and was read three times in 
one day, bad the ill fortune to be rejected ; and the 
merit of this good work was left to reason, unaided 
by law *. 

That Henry VIII. took still greater liberties than 
his father f, with the privileges and properties of 
, his subjects, cannot be denied ; and particularly 
during those six years, when, displeased with the 
parsimony of his Parliament, he called none, but 
levied the necessary supplies by dint of prerogative 
and precedent. Shrinking with horror from the 
recollection of past miseries, the English seem to 
have dreaded the renewal of a civil war more than 
the worst effects of despotism. Yet, in 1526, on a 
most illegal attempt to raise one-sixth of the laity's 

^ No treatises relating to law, or government, were published 
during the reign of Henry VII. But a celebrated book, written by 
otie MarroWy on the office of a ' justice of the peace,' is qften re- 
ferred to by later writers, such as Fitzherbert, Lambarde, Slc., and 
is still said to exist in MS^^^Reeves on EngUih Law, 

fi Yet Henry VII, had erected the despotic court of the Star 
Chamber ; had renewed tAe practice of exacting benevolences, beghn 
bj^ Edward IV. ; and had pursued the path of Richard III., in pro- 
secuting, by ' bin of attunder,' those whom otherwise he could not 
reach. 
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goods, and one-fourth of those belonging to the 
clergy, the monarch found so strong a spirit of 
opposition in the people, tliat he recalled bis com^ 
missioners, and dropped the project. . Afterward, 
by managing the papal party, and that of the .re- 
formation ; by bestowing rich monastic forfeitures 
on men of power; and by the alternate use of 
menacings and soothings, he became so completely 
master of his Parliament, that (as he found nothing 
he could propose was too absurd for their approe 
bation) he convoked tliem willingly, and dismissed 
them with reluctance. ; 

The Peers and the Commons were indeed so 
entirely careless as. to the lives and liberties of the 
people, and consented to laws so contradictory to 
each odier, that the observers of the one must in- 
evitably fall under the censure of the other. As 
proofs of this axiom, we need only recollect the 
statute which allowed to the proclamation of Henry 
the authority of laws* ; that which, 1629, absolved 
him from paying his debts; or that most ludl-* 
crously tyrannical act, which denounced, that, Mf 
the King or his successors should intend to marry, 
any woman whom they took to be a pure and clean 
maid, if she, not being so, did not declare the 
same to the King, it would be high treason ; and 
all who knew it, and did not reveal it, were guilty 
of misprision of treason.* — ' It is then only a zcidow 

« 

* None of the Privy Council were to compose the Court, whith 
had power to puniah offenders against such prockuoatioos. ^ 

vol.. I. G ' 
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that the King must address/ s^d the acuvrilQW 
jestens of l^e age: and it did chance dkat Heoty 
•chose for- his next new bride the reiiot of the I#ord 
JLMtimer**T-Pif6/fc AcU^ Burnet. 

Nor could safety be insured by preserving ft 
prudent silence ; since whoever refused to austf er 
an oath rei^>ecting the points in question, ioourred 
the guilt of treason. In 1537, an Act of Parliament 
declared it treason to assert the validity of Henry's 
marriage with Catharine ot Arragon, or Anne 
Boleyn. Within seven years, a second statutie 
made it equally treasonable to speak slanderously 
of the Princess Mary and Elizabeth, the issue of 
the above-mentioned ladies. As both these con*- 
tradictory acts were existing in force at the same 
period, a man could not have answered the simple 
question, ^ whether he thought those Princesses 
lawfully born ? ' without exposing himself to the 
punishment of a traitor ; and the same danger atr 
tended him if he stood mute. 

When we add to this, the power of the star 
chamber^, the insolence of courtiers, (still 

* The statute for the creation of this despotic court. Lord Bacon 
styles a ' good law.' It was composed of 26 members, chiefly the 
same as the priyy council. Sir T. Smith, in his * Commonwealth of 
England/ adyances^in its defence, that it was useful to gOFemtlios^ 
who were too ttaut for the ordipary course of justice. It is said to 
hare been instituted to curb the riots of disbanded soldiers who were 
too often turned loose on the country without either pay or quarters. 
Sttntngtofit cjfc. 

The fines of the Star-chamber were so serere and interesting, tluit 
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haiider to be bome^ than the de0poliraiuOf;iiQve- 
l^gos) and the vile adminifitratiDn of both oivil 
and criminal law^ through the known peltries <if 
j«uiea; we jnust wonder at t^e estreme respeotf^ 

sometimes places were taken for tke auditors by three in tlie juom- 
ing. The title of the court is supposed to be derived from Starium) 
a barbarous word for a Jewish contract ; as business with the Jews' 
had pfobably been transacted there. Ibid, 

* In Strype's 1^ of Stow, Wie find a gardwi-house belottgiag.to 
an honest citizen of London, (whic)i cbapced to obstruct the im*. 
provement of a powerful favourite, Thomas Cromwell) ' loosed 
from the foundation, borne on rollers, and replaced two and twenty 
feet within the garden, without the owner's leave being required ; 
]iay> withoat hia Imowledge. The persona employed, bdng asked, 
their autbority for this extraordinary proceeding, made only this 
reply, ' that Sir Thomas Cromwell had commanded them to do it/ 
and none durst argue the matter. The father of the antiquary Stow, 
(for it was he who was trampled on) was fain to continue to pay 
his old rent, without any abatement for his gardefi, though half of 
it was in this manner taken away. , 

f To support this harsh accusation, we have but too many proofs 
' Perjury,' (says a statute 11th Hen. VII. cap. 21) ' is mhch and 
customarily within the city of London, among such persons as 
passen and been impanelled in issue,' &c. The preambles of many; 
acts tecited the frequent perjuries of jurors as common, though per*' 
nicious events. 

in the ' Dance of Death,' translated from the French by John 
Ii3mgafee, among the characters introduced to adapt it to the English 
reader, is a juryman, who has often been bribed to give a fiidse .yet-, 
diet* This shews that the offience was not unusiiaL 

Carew, in his account of Cornwall, avers, that, itwastsomnion for. 
attorneys to charge in their bills sums, ' pro amicitia comitis,' ' for 
the sheriff's good-will,' &c. in packing juries. 

The jurors of the capital w^ peculiarly ahai|dottedv In 1468, 
Stow reeords tiie punishment and public, dngtaoe of many jurors : 
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paid by contemporary historians^ to the goTemment 
of England, as administered under the race of 
Owen Tudor. 

It seems not improper to close these observations 
with the words of a late judicious writer : * In 
every regulation of a judicial nature made in this 
reign, we perceive a decisive hand. The parlia- 
ment seemed determined at once to resolve all 
doubts, and to root out all difficulties, which, on 
former occasions, they bad been content to soften 
and palliate. Instead of continuing still to ascer- 
tain the boundary between the civil and spiritual 
jurisdiction by new descriptions, provision was 
made by statute, for correcting several irregulari- 
ties wholly of a clerical nature : and for an entire 
reform of the ecclesiastical law. Instead of en- 
deavouring to repress the luxuriancy 6f uses by 
fresh statutes against the pernors* of profits, it 
was intended to destroy the thing itself. The grand 
object of barring entails, which was accomplished 

be adds, tfiat at the time of his writing, (the reign of Elizabeth) 
their character mntinues the same. Fuller writes, that it is a com- 
mon proTcrb, ' London juries hang half and sare half.' Wolaey 
accused them of being capable of finding * Abel guilty of the mur- 
der of Cidn.' A statute which punishes petty juries for false Ter- 
diets, ordains that half the grand jury (when a foreigner shall b« 
tried) shall be strangers and not Londoners; and lastly, Ben Jon- 
son sings in his Magnetic Lady : 

And there is no L6ndon jury, but are led 

In eridence, as fur by common fame 

As they are by present depo^axion^^^Barrrngtm on Suit, 
* Law term for recetTjAr^ 
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at last by a recovery, was now substantiated by a 
parliamentary provision in favour of that mode of 
conveyance ; and the construction that had been 
entertained, with difference of opinion, respecting 
the like effect of the statute of fines in the last 
reign, was now expressly established by the same 
aiUhority. The devise of lands, which had hither- 
to been practised under cover of a use, and had 
been partially allowed by a late act, was now by 
egqpress statute indulged to every one. The bene- 
fit of clergy, which had so long stood in the way 
of our criminal judicature, was now abolish^ in 
the principal and mosrcommdn felonies. 

All these were innovatiei]LS on the ancient law> 
whicb gave it a new turn, and brought these 
points under consideration, in a variety of new ap- 
pearances. 

To these may be added, the protection and es- 
tablishment of leases for years, execution against the 
effects of bankrupts, the limitation of actions, and 
the locality of trial in felonie8.«--Ht5<. English Law. 

Jurisprudence of Scotiakd. 
We must now attend to the jurisprudence of oiir 
sister nation, in which s6me advantage had cer- 
tainly been gained to the cause of general security, 
although every obstruction had occuri*ed which 
ruinous fore^ wars, and still more detestable civil 
contentions, could cause. 

About the beginning of the sixteenth century^ 
the parliament appointied justices and sheriflb in 
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jRosil, €aitlmes8> the Odnieysy 4hm1 the j^mlfern 
iale^ iivbere nonejhiid been b^lbrc^ and appoteted 
cQuirtd |o l]!e lield from time to time, in these Twy 
r^l^Qte distriotSy There wm need of this attenlum^ 
if the |)reamble l^ die i^tg is ^ be credited, 
' tfaroi^ lack of jn^t^iarites, justices, «nd shmflb, 
by iftrbjieh the p6(^le are b.ec0me ^Id;' PtMh 4ieft> 

Jw^es V* who.coMtld .sometimes exert a j<irt and 
proper spirit^ sailed in 1^5 ftom Leilh, and «»«• 
mined in peirson, how fey those wholeaome regula* . 
tiofis had been put in practice. He seised atid 
brought ayFay sotpe of the most turbulent chief-* 
'tains, and inspired the most ungovandabte of bis 
sut^ts With a decent respect for the laws *. 

The parliimients w^re ft^eguently and r^:%iiarly 
called, particularly by James IV. and V. Every 
thing which the nation could aftord was graiuted by 
4ie house (for it was but single, the scheme which 
Hm^ I. had platined, bf formiag two cfaam(betB> 
Imvhig iiii^8|)pily miscerried^) aqd all poai^ble cam 
was taken by the house, that the kti^ should not 
aliendite the demeSM^ of the crowi^. In some in* 

** Justice was administered With great expediiion, and too often 
with vikidlctit^ lererity. Originally fbe time of trUa lukd exeeatfoH 
WW tb be witiam * tliree Su^.' ^h^nl the latter end of the aeten-: 
leenth ccoUiTyy the period nras extended to nioe days after the sen- 
tence ; bnty since a rapid and unjust execution in a petty Scottish 
town in 1720, the execution has Been ordered to be deferred for 
forty days on the souths and sixty onilihe horth side of the Tay,that 
tittle nay be aUMffid for an applieaHott far wt^f^P^mwuik. 
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Stances, this branch of the legislature appears to 
have trenched upon the royal prerogative *, and 
even to have assumed the executive power. 

It is certain^ (as has been remarked by a well- 
informed historian^) that this mixture of liberality 
and of caution in the Scottish representatives^ at 
the sajne time that it maintained theh* kings in de- 
Cent magnificence by the revenues of the crowm 
lands^ * prevented the subjects from being harassed 
by loans^ benevolences^ and other oppressive acts^ 
which Jwete so often employed by the prince^ Of 
Europe^ their contemporaries/ Yet as the goVeni<' 
ment had very seldom sufl&cient strength to guard 
die unarmed members of society from assassina^ 
tion and pillage^ airayed under tiie banners of a 
factious nobleman^ it may be doubted^ whether the 
extortion and despotism of a seventh or eighth 
Henry^ might not be mote tolerable than the do*> 
meitic tyranny f and murderous ravages committed 
by the satellites of a Douglas^ a Hume^ a Sinclair^ 
or a Hamtltoo. 

* As in 1503» wh'en an act was passed for prohibiting the king 
Irom pardomng those convicted of wilful and premeditated minrdets 
hut Hhis al^pears to hare been dons at the monarch's own request, 
and was liable to be reseinded at his pleasure. — James IV. Act. 97' 

f It appears that each great man had his courts, held by power 
delegated from the crown, with a soc sac *, pit, and galloiM, toill 
and paine,. in-fang thief ;* he had power to hold courts for slau||lier, 
and to doe}ustiee upon ane man tiiat is seised therewith la hand 
hatand, or in back bearand.' 

* A pit for drowxiing some offenders, particularly women. 
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UORALSj MANNBRS^ DIVBRSION8, BANQUBTS, AND 
DRBSS OF THB INHABITANTS OF BRITAIN, ABOUT 
THB CL08B OF THB FIFTBBNTH AND BEGINNING 
OF THB SIXTBBNTH CBNTURIBS. 

Morals. 

As- CO moral habits, the English were in general 
still brave, humane, and (at least among each 
other) hospitable. That their priests and mofiks 
were luxurious and gluttcmous, we know from 
their own prelates, and that their proflicacy. ex* 
ceeded the usual natural bounds of licentiousness, 
we are but too well assured by the report of the 
visitation under Cromwell ; but the faults of a 
(Singularly depraved and pampered race, ought not 
to be laid at the door of a whole nation. 
• The lower orders of the community were ex- 
tremely ignorant ; and, as little attention was 
shewn to instruct them in the religious duties of life^ 
they repaid the neglect by plundering their supe- 
riors. But although twenty-two thousand persons 
are said to have been executed chiefly for theft, 
in the time of Henry VIII. yet was murder almost 
entirely unknown, and England might, in the 16th 
century, as she still may do in the 19th,) proudly 
vaunt^ that the taking away life in cold blojPM^ at 
least without some legal colour of justice, was a 
practice almost unknown within her limits. 

An unhappy species of political rivalry, wherein 
each head of a party found it necessary to support 
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kt adherents in rapine and murder, lest-^he should 
be deserted by all, prev^ts the. eulogy from being 
extended at this period to the si6ter nation, wherein 
the example of the Douglas family, of the house of 
Hamilton, and of many gallant but ferocious 
warriors, too plainly shewed that it was possible to 
unite in the same person intrepid bravery against 
the foreign foe, and inexorable cruelty of the de- 
fenceless neighbour. 

Manners. 
Towards the sixteenth century the manners of 
the English became more humane than those of 
their ancestors had been, whom continual warfare? 
and an eager thirst for conquest and spoil, had 
united to render ungentle and tremendous. Fo- 
reigners now visited the shores of England, and 
were not displeased with their reception, nor harsh 
in their accounts of the people. Several of the 
nobility and gentry traversed the contii^ent, and 
brought back some knowledge of foreign language ; 
and the splendid pageantry which shone at the 
court of Henry VUI., connected as it was witir the 
knightly gallantry, supported and encouraged a 
spirit of emulation and honour, which paved the 
way to a general civilization. Still every thing 
was truly simple in the habits of domestic life. The 
jfumiture of the knight and the gentleman was 
heavy, plain, and scanty. Plate was abundant; 
but there appears to have been a sarvice of pewter 
to use on common days. 

g2 
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Th# €«iieitalniiif«ls and ieastfaig of <he age a»^ 
d{)ok^ of in anof her plaee ) the following ^lota^ 
tioti, faow0r4H'^ may be admitted here, as it satirisei 
some errofs againlst good breeding still existing ih 
the present more poliilied age i-^ 

* Slow be the serrers in lerring in, alwayey 
Bat sivifke be ^lef after, tiking meatt away ; 
A flpe<}ial custom uied ii tbem amonge. 
No good diflhe to suffer on borde to be l<»ige. 
If th* dishe be pleasante, wbetber fleshe or fishe, 
Ten handes at once swarme in the dishe ; 
And if it be fleshe, ten knifes shalt thou see 
Mangling the fleshe, and in the platter flee j 
Put there thy hands in peryl without fayle^ 
Without a gauntlet or a glove of mayle. 

Barclay'i Edogtm* 

Exermes and Sportt. 

ToTjRNAMBNTs, tilts, and justing, as well as hawk- 
ing and hunting, continued to be the favourite 
amusements of the nobility. Women were some-* 
times expert at the long-bow. In the northern 
districts of Grea.t Britain, the chase was followed 
with a degree of pomp and magnificence which 
astonished the eyes even of princely visitors. 

Bear-baiting, brutal a^ it was, was by no means 
^ amusement of the loWer people only. Gaming 
was remarkably prevalent among the inferior ranks, 
although prohibited by severe laws. 

With the reign of Henry Vlll. an eagerness 
for pageants and expensive shows, attended by 
masques, was introduced to the court and people ot 
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England. Tim pi^feaait was a moTmhle fitsge, re- 
presenting a ship^ a castle, or a molmlain. The 
ma^qaes were ilie aetorsy ^bo rcpresei^led a kind 
of dramatic eatertaiDnum^ cifHimtingxf an uninter-^ 
esting dialogue^ frequefitly on a tbtological Subject. 

In Hall^ Holinshed, &c. we hate prolix de- 
scriptions of the pageant, and speolmgns of the 
quaint and pedantic verse which wag used to ac^ 
(Company th€ bulky Itnd pompons spectacle. 

The stage (if it could be said to exist) was in 
the hands of priests, scholars^ and parish clerks; 
Moralities, a tedious species of dramatic entertain^* 
Inent^ seem to have begun with the sixteenth cen- 
tury; but the^ grew so polemico-satiric, that it 
became necessary to prevent the authors and actors, 
by a legal restraint, from torching on contitoversial 
subjects. 

The country-people, it is probable, aomised them* 
selves around their winter's fire-side by telling 
stories, or else (as a c<mtemp<Hrary poet, Barclay, 
sings) by reciting 



' flome mery fit' 



Of Mayde-Marran^ or da of Robin Hood ; 
Of Bentley's ale, which chafeth well the blood| 
Of Pertfe of Norwich, sause of Wilbaton, 
Of buckish Toby, veU stuff'd as a tttn' 

The females had other diversions. 

' Then is it pleasure, the yonge miudes amonge^ 
To watch by the fier the wlnter-nighteil longe '; 
And in the aahM aonie pkiyea for t» maikei 
Aad coref wardea for fault oi other warkej 



•~ . ^ <•"«: v-»> 'sp-r. _ . 
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To taate white iheven, to make prophet-relee ; 
, And, after taike, oft times to fiUe the bolet.' ^ 

He adds^ ^th more gt>od humour than harlnonyy 



i,— " 



Methinka no mirth ia Kant, 



Where no rejoicing of minstrelsie doth want ; 
The bagpipe or fiddle to us is delectable/ &c. &c. 

Dancing round the Maypole^ and riding the 
hobby-horse, /were favoui'ite /^oimtry sports 5 but 
these suffered a severe check at the Reformation^ 
as did the humorous pageant of Christmas, per- 
sonified by an old man hung round with savory 
dainties. 

We have reason to think that gaming was the 
favourite amusement of the Scots in the sixteenth 
century. Sir David Lindsay, in a tragedy, makes 
Cardinal Beaton declare, that he had played with 
the king for 3,000 crowns of gold in one night * at 
<!ards and dice ; ' and an anonymous bard (cited by 
the historian of English poetry) avers, that 

' Ha&ing, hunting, and swift horse rynning . 
Are changit in ail his wrangus wynning ; 
fhert is no play bot < cartes and dice.' 

Banquets. 

Thb tables of the English were now provided with 
more varieties than formerly, and are spoken of with 
great signs of approbation by strangers, who had 
tasted of the island hospitality ; yet, as no artificial 
pasturage was, then known, the cattle for the fe;- 
mily supply, firom Michaelmas to Whitsuntide, were 
still slain and salted at the close of the summer. 
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Hall, Holinshed, Sfow, Fabian, and Speed, may 
be consulted for a minute description of the various 
feasts given on public occasions. 

Mr. Strutt introduces a bill of fare, with the 
prices to each article, of an entertainment in 1530, 
at the burial of Sir John Rudstone. The articles 
are (allowing for the discoveries^ since made of 
turtle, John Doree, &c.) nearly what would now 
afford a plentiful corporation dinner. Tlie fish were 
pikes and sturgeons : there were ten swans : the 
other dishes were common ones, — capons, bravm, 
pigeons, &c., the cost exceedingly small. 

-As to the table of the Scots, no particular remark 
occurs, unless it be that two national dishes (still 
cherished at tibe plentifiil tables in the north) made, 
in the sixteenth century, a part of the gentleman's 
usual meal. 

Hospitality, fipom one end of the island to the 
other, seems to have been especially harboured at 
religious houses ; and if the monk was to a pro- 
verb, fond of good Hving, jollity, and conviviality, 
he was not backward in imparting a share of his 
dainties ta the benighted or wandering stranger. 

In Barclay's Eclogues we find some account of 
the favourite dishes of the age : 

' What fishe is of savor sweet and delicionf , 
Rosted or sodden in svete herbes or wine^ 
Or fried in oyle, most saforous and fine, 

The pasties of a hart : 
The crane, the fesaunt, the pecocke, and the cnrlewe, 
The patrifihe^ plorer^ 1»ittom> and heron aewe ; 
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SeMOA'4 io wtll in Mnae ttdokni, 

Tliftk tiie ball'i fall of pleasant smell and tent.' 

We close this division by inserting two extracti 
from treatises printed by Wynkyn de Wordc. The 
first is from ^ The Boke of Kervinge/ and proref 
that the pleasures of the table mus( have been 
highly valued^ when so pointed ah attention was 
paid to their minutise. 

* The termes of a kerver be as here foUoweth :— 
Breke that deer; lesche that brawn; rere that 
goose ; lyste that swanne ; sauce that capon ; spoil 
that hen ; fruche that chekyn ; unbrace that mal- 
lard ; unlace that conye ; desmembre that heron ; 
display that crane ; dysfygure that pecocke ; un** 
joint that bytteme ; untacke that curl^we ; allay 
that fesande; wynge that patryche ; wynge that 
quaile; mynce that plover; thyethatpygyon; border 
that pastie ; thye that woodcocke ; thye all maner 
small birds ; tymbre that fyre ; tyere that egge ; 
chynne that samon ; strynge that lampreye ; splat 
thatpyke; sauce that plaice; sauce that tench; 
splay that foreme ; syde that haddock ; tnske thflit 
berbell; culpin that trout ; tyne that cheven ; tras- 
senethatele; trame that sturgeon ; under-trounch 
that porpus ; tayme that crabbe ; barbe that lob- 
ster. Here endeth the goodlye termes of ker* 
vynge/ 

The other is an epicurean carol, taken from a 
miscellany published by the same printer, and is 
still retained, with some innovatioDS^ at Queen's 
College, Oxford. 
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^ A CntoI bryngyng ia the Bore's Head. 

Capui Apri d^oro 
Riddent laud» Jhaumt^ 
Tlie Bore's had in bftoda bring I» 
With garlandes gfty and roaemaryy 
I pray yoa syng« merely, 

* Qui €ttu in convmitf/ 

The Bore'i head I imderstande, 
Ii the cheae serfyee in tibia Unde^ 
Jioke iHnerever it be fande* 

* Servite cum eantieo,* 

Be gladde, lordea, more or lasae. 
For thys hath ordayned our stewarde. 

To ehere yon alle this Chrystemasse, 
The bore's head with nuistatde. 

Dress. 

» 

Thb habits of fashionable people, at the close of 
the 15th age, were truly fantastical. A petticoat 
hung over the loins ; a long doublet, laced over a 
stomacher, covered the fore-part of the body ; and. 
the wide sleeved mantle, like a woman's gown,, 
fell over the petticoat, and descended to the ancles. 
The materials of which these dresses were com- 
posed, were gay and costly, (such as silks and vel- 
vets, cloth of gold and silver, &c.) ; and there 
seems to have becQ a real difficulty in knowing the 
well dressed man from the woman. This puzzle 
was, however, completely done away by a mo^t 
absurd and ludicrous fashion, imported from the 
Continent^ soon after the accession of Henry VIIL 

♦ Found. 
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a fiEishion which characterized a gross and indecent 
buffoon, the monarch and the labourer, the judge 
and the watchman. At the same time the doublet 
and the mantle became shorter ; and long breeches 
came into use, instead of the petticoat. 

Some time after the monarch, increasing in di- 
mension, the loyalty of the age prescribed corpu- 
lency to the subject, and every part of the male 
dress was stuffed with cotton or wool, that the 
wearer might emulate the bulk of the sovereign. 

The fantastic variety of habits in the sixteenth 
century, was humorously satii:ized by Dr. Andrew 
Borde, a burlesque poet of that period. 

As to the head, the hood of the last age had 
given way to a coarse round felt hat, a cap or a 
bonnet among the men. The female, as a matron, 
wore a plain coif or velvet bonnet ; but, if a mai- 
den, had her head uncovered, and permitted her 
tresses to hang down either simply or bruded with 
ribbonds* 

The men wore their hair at full length, until the 
capricious Henry VIII. decreed, that his attendants 
and courtiers should ^ poll their heads.' 

Henry directed also, that cloth of gold and tis- 
sue should only adorn the duke and marquis ; pur - 
pie should be reserved for the royal &mily; silks 
and velvets might be worn by the opulent com- 
moner; but none inferior to an earl in dignity might 
use embroidery. 

Beneath these gay habits the legs could boast no 
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tighter or richer covering than h(K>ts, made of 
doth. . A pair of black silk hose^ made in Spain, 
was -a present worthy the acceptance of a king. ' 

The Scots afford no materials for any particular 
observation on their dress. The ladies, in spite of 
a legal ordnance, ^ That no woman cum to the 
kirk nor mercat with her face muffalit/ appear, by 
the declamations of their contemporary poets, to 
have continued to use the fashion which they 
thought most becoming. 



aiGHT TO ran crown of England in thb lini^ of 

EDWARD THB CONFESSOR. 

Edward, the son of Edmtmd Ironside, nephew to 
St: Edward the Confessor, was the next heir of the 
Saxon line ; whence some modem English condemn 
the accession of the Confessor, who certainly could 
derive no right from the unjust Danish Conquest, 
as Bedford, who was the author of the book ^n 
titled, ^ Hereditary Right,' pretends. But it is 
evident, from Mr. Barberry, {Oecasional Hisio^ 
riatiy p. 4.) that during die reign of the English 
Saxons, when the next heir was esteemed by the 
States unfit, in dangerous or difficult times, the 
king's thanes advanced another son or brother of 
the (teceased king, so as never to take one that was 
not of his &mily. Often, if the heir was a minora 
an uncle w^ made king; and, upon the unele'g 
death, though he left issue, the crown reverted to 
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liie fomer heir or ids children, as the vary fai^ec- 
ti^ of a table of three successions shews. {Set 
Mr* Scpiire's Diss, on Ae EngliA Saxon Govern- 
ment, anno 1758*) Ccrdic, founder of the* kingdom 
of the West Saxxms^ m496y iBromwhom theCoii^ 
feteor descended, was the tenth from Woden, ac- 
cording to the Saxon Chronicle, published by Bi- 
shop Gibson, from an origfaial copy, which for- 
merly belonged to the Abbey of Peterborou^, w«i 
given by Archbishop Laud to the Bodleian Librarjs 
at Orford, and is more correct than the copies in 
the Cotton Library, and at Cambridge, made use 
of by Wheloc. This most valuable Chronicle de- 
rives also the pedigrees of Hengist and his succes- 
i^rs in Kent ; and Of the kings of Marda and Noil- 
tbuinberlalid, from Wodm, whom Beda calls th^ 
£»tfaer of the Royal Saxon lineage in Engllmd, or 
of the chief kings in the Hepttu*chy : he most have 
preceded the reign of Dioclesian. Some take hiin to 
have been the great god of this name, faonaiired 
by the Sixons ; others, a mighty king, ivfao 1M^ 
the name of thai ftlse god. That the regular Sue-^ 
eessionln the heptarchy was hereditary, and wheh, 
interrupted, again restxnrfed, is manifest from the 
above Chronide. The Norman carried &o high 
his claiw of Conquest, as to set himself abov0 all 
estabHdied laws and rights, and to exclude hid ^ 
Robert from the eroT^i but the succession wM 
deemed hereditary after 6te|)hen, at least. Th<$ 
unanimous sense and approbartion ci the Wbl>le 
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natioKi, and of all&l*eign stfttes> in the siAtceMCHl 
of St. JQdwtird^ ;deiBOB8firatc8 th^ legalitjr c^ t&e 
proceedmgg by idxich he i^s caited to the tnjwn ; 
which no one^ either at home or abroad, ever 
bought of calling in question ; so clear war tfat 
lnw Of cuBtom in that ca^e. The posture of affairs 
thei^ required, that the Ibrone shouM be immedif 
ately filled, before a Dane stept into it. Edward 
Athelingwas absent at a great distance, and un- 
equal to the difficulties of the state $ nor couM 
matters be brought to bear that his arrival could be 
waited fon $U Edward afterwards s^nt far him 
andlttB whole iiamily^ mJQ64, and treiited, him 9» 
his heir ; and, after that prince's death, biehaved 
towMrdfi his sob EdgAr in the same maaner, wha 
v^ dteo styled by him Atheling, or Adeling. The 
Greek title Clyto, or Illustrious^ given to the Prince 
Boydl by our snoesMrs, was by them changed into 
the Saxon word Atheling, from Adil, noble ; th« 
tennihation,. ing, sigi|ifi6s a person's descent, as 
Malniefibiiry takea ti0tice.?^(l« i* da Skg. c. 3.)r^ 
Thus Edgarmg was the son of Edgar ; md i» 
Ftteoe^ IdecoTing, 'and Carlovis^ soM of Mero^ 
veons and CharUss. 

The spelling of Edward's name wat allfered upo9 
hiS: accei^ion to the throne. Till that time it is 
constantly spelled, in the Saxon Chronicle, Ead^ 
#ard, even t*o years before 5 but, iu. 104^ Ed- 
ward, wltteh la observable also in his coins | l^ou^ 
Edmuttd and Edward are found in later MS$. Tbb 
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i» one of the arguments by which Bishop Oibsqn, 
(Pref.) shews this Chronicle to have been one of 
the public registers, which were written by persons 
deputed to record all transactions of the times, and 
preserved in the Royal monasteries, as the JScote 
Chronicon informs us. (See Nicolson's English 
Historical Library, p. 1 14.) 



ifextracts from tub northumberland ho^sb- 

hold-book; 

P. 243, Alb.] The alb was an ancient linen gar^ 
ment worn at the administration of the communion 
but differed from the surplice in being made to fit 
the body close, like a cassock, with close sleeves, 
and tied round the middle with a girdle or sash. 
It was sometimes embroidered with various coloiu^ 
and adorned with fringes. — See WhcaUey on Cqm* 
wwn Prayer, p. lOJ. 

P» 254, Haunsmen.] Haunsmen, or Hanshmen^ 
(more frequently written Henchmen, or Henxmen,} 
was the old English name for the pages, so called 
from their standing at their lord's, haunch or side. 
The Earl of Northumberland had three young gen- 
tlemen who attended him in this capacity, and are 
classed along with his wards, &c. next to his own 
sons. 

P. 264, jtumer.] Aumer, t. e. almoner. . This 
eort o{ contracticm ib familiar in our language ; so 
the Ambry in Westminster is corrupted from 
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almonaiy, eleemosanary. It is not easy to account; 
why the name of Under Almoner should be given 
to the servBut who supplied the grooms of th^ 
chamber with woody as at pp. 45^ 255. 

P. 254, PistoUer.] The PistoUerwas the clerk 
who read the epistle ; the Gospeller, or priest who 
read the gospel, is also mentioned. . 

P. 292, Dormount'Book.] The * Dormount- 
Book' and * Wering-Book ' were books whereio 
the accounts of the linen, and perhaps all other 
sorts of clolh, stuffs, &c. and wardrobe accounts, 
were entered. The Wering-Book probably con* 
tained entries of all such linen as was. actually in 
wear ; tlie Dormount-Book, of such as was laid up, 
and not in present use. The year, as to household 
ttflfairs, ended at Michaelmas. Of this mode of 
computation a relique is still preserved, in the cus- 
tom of hiring servants at Michaelmas ; as also the 
closing of most poUege accounts in our universities 
at that time. 

^ P. 302. The Clark Avenar\ was the clerk who 
kept accounts of the oats and com used in the 
stables. One of the towers in the outer court itf 
Alnwick Castle, is caUed the Avenar's Tower.. 

P^ 302.. Broaches] are spits : ^ a childe for the 
broehes' was a boy to turn spits. To broche is to 
spit, to run through ; hence the same verb is. apr 
plied to a hogshead, or vessel of wine, as in p. 58, 
where it is ordered that vinegar be made of broken 
wines \ and that when they are past drawing, mid 



142 THS AKTiaUAIlv's POIKTVOUO, && 

€fl& be Bet Qo more ^ of brorii^" [t. e. a^broach,]- 
tbat then Ae^ lags' (or lees) be pul*into a. Tessel to 
make vineg^. In a secondaiy s^ise, a hroaob 
came to signify a lady's bodkin, and is so nsied hf 
Shakspeare and other English writers of that day. 
P. 310, To ten of the clock* that mt/ Lord goes to 
dinner.] Ten o'clock continued to be the dining 
hour in the university of Cambridge in the reign of 
Edward VI. as appears from a very remarkable 
passage in a Sermon of Thomas Lever, (who was 
afterwards appointed first master of Emanuel col- 
lege,) preached at Paul's Cross, 14th Dec. 1550^ 
(small 8vo. bl. L s}gn. E II.) Speaking of the 
university of Cambridge, he says, 'There bei dyners 
ther whych ryse dayly betwixt four and fyve, untyU 
syxe of the clocke in the momynge^ and from fyve 
untyll syxe of the clocke use common prayer wyth 
exhortation of Gods worde in a common cfaappell, 
and from syxe untyll ten of the clocke use ever 
eyther pryuate studye or commune lectures, Al 
ten of the clocke they goe to Dynner, whereas 
(whereat) they be content wyth a penye-pyeoe of 
byefe amongest iiii, havynge a few potage made of 
the brothe of the same byefe, with Sake ahdote- 
mele and nothynge els. After thys slender dynner 
they be eyther teachyng or leamynge untyll v of 
the clocke in the evenynge, when they haue a sup^- 
per not muche better than theyr dynner. Imme- 

♦ The frequent use of this word in the Household-Book shews, 
iSurti clocks weie. thea common. 
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dyately after the wyche^ they goe eyther to reason- 
ynge m problemes^ or unto some othe): studye^ 
untyll it be nyne or tenne of the clocke, and these 
being wythout fyre, are fiiyne to walke or runne 
up and downe halfe an houre to gette a heate on 
their feete when they goe to bedde/ 

About the middle of Elizabeth's reign^ the dining 
hour was somewhat later, though even then it was 
still kept up to ten o'clock in the universities, 
where the established custom is not so easily altered 
as in private families. ^ With us,' says the authoi^ 
of the Description of England, prefixed td Holin*^ 
shed's Chronicle, ^ the nobilitie and gentrie and 
students do ordinarilie go to dinner at eleven before 
noone, and to supper at five or between five and 
six at afternoone. The 'merchants dine and sup 
seldom before twelve at noone and six at night, 
especiallie in London. The husbandmen dine also 
at high noone, as they call it, and sup at seven or 
eight; but out of tearme in our universities the 
scholars dine at ten.' 

We have before seen, in note to p. 103, that 
eleven Continued to be the dining hour among the 
nobility down to the middle of the 17th century. 
And yet one would imagine, that so early an hour 
as either ten or eleven must have very ill suited 
the nobility and gentry at a time when tbey were 
so generally addicted to all kinds of rural sports, 
and made them so much the great business of their 
lives. 
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Greyhounds for the King*s Use, Src. 

Thb following deputation or warrant to take grey- 
hounds for the king's use, is so contrary to the 
liberties of the subject at the present day, that it 
cannot fail of being deemed a curiosity. It seems 
to have been founded on the ancient prerogative of 
purveyance, though its legality may be doubted, 
as between the date of the appointment of the Earl 
of Northampton to be Master of the Leash*, and 
that of the deputation or warrant, the right was 
abolished by the Stat. 12 Car. II. cap. 14. Whe- 
ther the deputy was expected to pay for the dogs 
taken by him, as purveyors were by divers statutes 
required to do, we cannot determine, the war* 
rant being silent on the subject. By the Statute 
14 Ekiw. III. cap. 19, the sheriff only was to make 
piupveyance for the king's dogs, f. e. to provide 
food for them ; and in the warrant, the number of 
the dogs was to be expressed for which he was re- 

* LetUif a lewh of greyhounds : the term is now restrained to the 
anmber three, but was formerly double, or perhaps indefinite. "Ai* 
chiepiscopus Cant et snccessores sui semel in quolibet anno, cum 
translerint per dictam Forestam (t. e. de Arundel) cum una Uma de 
sex leporariis sine aliis Canibus et sine Arcu, habeant unum cursum 
in eundOy et alium in redeunda" — Anno 43, Hen, III, Rsliq, Spdmam, 
p. 118. By the Qiarter of the Forest, any nobleman passing through 
it in his way to the king, ad mandatum nostrum, is allowed to take 
one or two deer, by view of the forester if he be present, or else ^ 
shall eause a horn to be blown, that he may not seem to steal the 
deer : and he has a similar privilege on returning,— Cop. xi. 
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quired to make the purveyance. As to the power 
. contained in the warrant, of seizing all such dogs 
as were offensive to the game^ this was agreeable 
to th^ laws of the forest, which gave power to the 
forester to retain all dogs found offending, and to 
«end them to the king or the chief justice of the 
forest. By the Charter of the Forest, dogs kept 
therein (which Lord Coke confines to mastiffs 
only) were required to be clawed every year. This 
cutting off the claws of the forefoot, we appre- 
hend, was intended to prev.eijit the dog- from chas- 
ing the deer, though the learned judge seems to 
suppose, that it Was intended for the purpose of 
keeping the mastiff at home, " for the defence of 
the house, or for giving warning of thieves and 
robbers.^ '•«—4/A Instit. cap. Ixxiii. p. 308. 

" To all Justices of Peace, Maiors, Sheriffs, Bay- 
Jiffs, Constables, and other his Majesty's Officers 
and Ministers to whom it shall or may appettuine, 
greeting. . . ". : 

^^ Whereas his Ma' tie, by his highness I'res pa- 
tent, bearing date the twenty-first day of September, 
in the twelfth year of his raigne, did license and 
authorise me James Earle of Northampton, Master 
of his Ma' ties Leash, and my assignes, to take for 
his Ma'ties use, and in his Ma'ties name, w'thin all 
places w'thin his Ma'ties realme and domkiions, as 
well w'thin franichises and libertyes as without, 
such and so many greyhounds, both dogges and 
bitches, in whose custody soever they bee, as I the 
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said Earl of Northampton or my assigns shall think 
-fitt or convenient for his Ma'ties disport and recre- 
ation^ as appertaineth from time to time at all sea^ 
«ons, like as my predecessors^ Masters of the Leash, 
oi-> any other of them, in time of his Ma'ties pi'oge- 
nitors. King Henry VIII. King Edward VI. or his 
late sister Queen Elizabeth, or of his iyfa*ties late 
grandfather King James, or of his late !deare and 
Royal father King Charles, of blessed memory, 
deceased, were authorized by them heretofore. 
And also his Ma'tie did thereby authorise mee the 
said Earle of Northampton and my assigns, to seize 
and take away all such greyhounds, beagles, or 
whippetts, as may any way be offensive to his 
Ma'ties game and disport ; and further willing and 
commanding thereby all Justiees of the Peace, 
Maiors, Sheriffs, BaylifTs, Constables, and other 
his Mamies Officers, Ministers, and loving subjects, 
that unto mee the said Earle of Northampton and 
my assigns or deputyes in the due execution of his 
Ma'ties license and authority they be ayding, help- 
ing, and assisting, lyhen and as often as need shall 
require, without their lett or contradiction, as. they 
and every of thera would answere the contrary at 
their perills ; as in and by his Ma'ties said I'res 
patent, under the great seal of England more at 
large, it doth ^nd may appear : Now know yee^ 
that I the said James Earle of Northampton, 
Master of his said Ma'ties sjaid Leash, have licensed 
and authorized Alexander ^kini» of W^eston Favelk, 
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in the county of Northampton, Esq. to bee my de- 
puty and assignee during the will and pleasure of 
mee the s'd Earle of Northampton, to take to his 
Ma'ties use, and in his Ma'ties name, within all 
places within tenne miles any way of Weston Favell 
aforesaid, as well within franchises and libcrtyes as 
without, such and so many greyhounds, both doggs 
and bitches, in whose custody Soever they bee, as 
the said Alexander Ekins shall thinke meete and 
convenient for his Ma'ties disport and recreation, 
and in such and as ample manner and forme, as I 
the said Earle of Northampton may or might have 
done. And likewise I the said Earle of Northamp- 
ton doe hereby authorize and depute the* said Alex- 
ander Ekins by himself and his servants, to i^ize 
and take away all such greyhounds, beagles, or 
whippetts, as may any way be offensive to his 
Ma'ties game and disport, as fully and amply as I 
my selfe, by virtue of the said authority, may doe ; 
I the said Earle of N(»*tbamptQn ratifying and al- 
lowing whatsoever the said Alexander Ekins shall 
lawfully, by virtue of the said Tres patent, and, this 
my deputation or assignement, doe and execute. 
In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand 
and scale, the twenty-sixth day of March, in the 
eighteenth year of the r^igne of our Soveraigne 
Lord King Charles the Second of England, Scot- 
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, 

&c. Anno Dom. 1665. 

^^ Northampton." 



148 



Account of the Body of TStTXVTAKD thk Fibst^ as it 
appeared on opening his tomb in the year 1774. 
By Sir Joseph Aylofpb, Bart.^ V. P. S. A. and 
F. R. S. 

{Read at the Society of Antiquaries, May 12, 1774.) 

The royal warrants repeatedly issued by king Ed- 
ward the Third, and his two immediate successors, 
directed to the treasurer and the chamberlains of 
their exchequer, ^ De cera renovanda, circa corpus 
Regis Edwardi Primi,* (concerning the renewal of 
the cerC'cloih in which the body of Edward the First 
was wrapt,) and the total silence of all our histo- 
rians, and the public records, as to a similar atten- 
tion having been paid to the corpse of any other 
of our deceased monarchs ; are circumstances that 
not only indicate the high veneration in which king 
Edward the First was held during a long series of 
years after his decease ; but when considered, to- 
gethier with the strong injunctions under which, it 
is said, that king, in his last moments, laid on his 
son, to se];id his lieart to the holy land, attended by 
140 knights, and to carry his remains along with 
the army until Scotland was reduced to obedience; 
gave rise to an opinion^ that upon his decease a 
more than ordinary care was taken to preserve his 
body from putrefaction ; and that, in subsequent 
tjmes, the utmost endeavours were used for pre- 
venting decay. 
At this distant period, it became difficult to as- 
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certain how far such an opinion may be founded 
jon truth ; more especially^ as the historians, who 
flourished in the reigns of his son and grandson, 
Edward the Second and Edward the Third, afford 
rery little information on the subject, and as there 
Was not now remaining, either in official books or 
elsewhere, any memoranda of the particular man- 
ner in which the corpse of king Edward the First 
was treated previous to its being laid in the sepul- 
chre. 

Weaver, who is the earliest of our English wri- 
ters, that take notice of the before-mentioned 
instruments, ^ De cera renovandas,* appears to 
have made some enquiry into the purpose for which 
they were issued. That author, speaking of the 
death of king Edward the First, says, ^Such was the 
care of his successors to keep his corpse from' cor- 
ruption, that the cere-cloth, wherein his embalmed 
body was enwrapt, was often renewed, as doth ap- 
pear upon record.' M ons. Rapin, relying on the 
same authority with Weaver, asserts, that the body 
of king Edward the First was done over with wax ; 
and Mr. Dart speaks of it nearly in the words of 
Weaver, to whose book he refers. 

In the year 1770, our worthy and respectable - 
member, the Hon. Daines Barrington, whose in- 
cessant literary pursuits are confessedly employed 
for the emolument as well as the edification of the 
public, stated to the society the above circum- 
^tancesy togedier with his sentiments thereon. At 
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tho ^aine ti^e, be texpressed bis ardent wishes tfast 
the co^|me <>f £di;ard the First, as emombed ia thsA 
O^legtete Chttmhof-St. Peter, at Westminster, 
might be inspected, in order to examine the stete 
of presieirvation in which it then was ; and whether 
any remains of > the composition, supposed to 
have been tised to prevent its decay, were disco* 
veirable. His zeal for obtaining snieh inspeetion 
did not, however, rest satisfied with having bitrely 
propounded his wishes to the society. He fire^* 
quently applied to the Reverend Bi\ John Tiiomas, 
the Dean of Westminst^, by means of his learned 
friend^ Dt* Blair, one of the prebendaries of that 

ebureb, for leave to open the royal tomb. 

The ^plkatlon, extremely delicate in itself, yp=as 
received by the Dean with that beoon^ing and na^ 
tural politeness, which renders him peculiarly atnl^ 
able t& idlhis acquakitance, and attended to byltek 
in a manner which evinced his desire to oblige, so 
for- as might be consistent with the importimce of 
the favour a^ked, and a strict obsarvance of die 
duty of his immediate station. After having ma*' 
tiu^ly consideired the request, and talcen ev^ 
imaginable precaution for preventing any injury 
being done, either to the Sarcophagus, or iU royal 
contents, the -Dean fi^ed the second day of th«9 
month -for its being opened; which was accord-' 
ingly done, in the presence of himself and two of 
his prebendaries. 



/ 
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The tomb of King Edward the First, 

Built in the form of an altar-table, stands at the 
west-end of the north-side of the Confessor's Cha- 
pel, and iat the head of his father, king Henry the 
Third's monument, from which it is separated by 
the staircase and entrance, leading from the am- 
bulatory into the chapel. It is in length, from 
out to out, nine feet seven inches ; in height, from 
the floor of the chapel to the upper edge of the 
cover-stone, three feet seven inches ; and is com- 
posed of only five slabs of Purbeck marble, each of 
them three inches in thickness. Two of these 
slabs form tfie sides, two the endsr, and. one the 
cover. 

^ This tomb, which is quite plain, except that 
the under edge of the cover-stone is chamfered, or 
sloped off diagonally toward its upper edge, is 
raised upon a basement of freestone, which, ex* 
tending every way near two feet beyond the tomb 
itself, forms an ascent to it 6f two steps above the 
pavement of the chapel. Each of these steps is six 
inches in height. On the south side, and at each 
end, it stands open to the chapel, but on the 
north side it is defended from the ambulatory by a 
grating of strong iron-work. The smaller upright 
bars of this grating, terminate at ttie h^ht of 
five feet, in a fleur de lis | and the two standards, 
or end bars, finish in a small busto of an elderly 
man, with a long visage. A like busto is. als6 
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placed in the front part of the frame of the bal- 
doquin, or canopy, built over the tomb. The 
workmanship of each of these bustos is verj 
rode. And yet they have so much the resemblance 
of the face of king Edward the First, as exhibited 
OR his coins, broad seal, and statue at Caernarvon 
Castle, that there is not much room to doubt of 
their having originally been intended to represent 
that monarch. 

The Inicription. 



HI€ EST. PACmiH SS&VA. 1306. 

Mentioned by several historians, as being placed 
on the north side of the tomb, is now greatly de- 
faced, but not so much as to render it altogether 
illegible. 

The form of the letters in tins inscription^ |ind 
the date of 1306, put, as is supposed, by mistake^ 
instead of 1307^ the year in which the king died^ 
are urged. as reasons for imagining that the inscrip- 
tion was not placed on the tomb until many year» 
after the king's decease. 

But, on the other hand, it is to be observed, that 
the letters of the inscription placed round the mo^ 
nument of king Edward the Confessor, which waa 
erected in the reign of king Henry the Third, are 
exactly similar to those of the inscription here 
spoken pf, tho.se of both inscriptions being mani* 
festly Roman capitals. 
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Appearance on opening the tomb. 

On opening the tomb, the cover stone was found 
to be uncemented to the end and side slabs; 
and toward the upper edge of the latter were 
observed some small chasms or holes, which 
seemed to have been made by the, insertion of an 
iron crow, or some such instrument, and to have 
been afberwards filled up with fine plaster. The 
joint between the top and sides, although made 
extremely close, was also drawn with the same 
material. As soon as the two ends of the cor- 
ner-stone were raised upon three courses of 
blockings prepai'ed for that purpoi^e, there appear- 
ed within the tomb a plain coffin of Purbeck mar- 
ble, laid on a bed of rubble-stone, which had been 
built up to such a height from the floor, as was ne- 
cessary for bringing the upper side of the coffin 
lid into contact with the underside of the cover- 
ing-stone of the tomb. This coffin, from out 
to out, is in length six feet seven inches, and 
in depth one foot four inches. The breadth, 
at the shoulders, is two feet seven inches ; in 
the middle, two feet three inches; and at the 
feet, one foot and ten inches. The thickness of 
each side of this coffin, as also that of its lid, which 
is cut out of a block of Purbeck marble, is three 
inches. The lid hath not ever been cemented to 
the sides of the coffin, but appeared to be so 
closely and neatly fitted to them, that scarce any 

h2 
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dust could penetrate through the crevice. The 
outside of this coiBn is stained with a yellow paint 
or varnish, and is much smoother than the outside 
of the tomb, partly owing to iU hftving been Ies9 
exposed to the air, and partly owing to the compo^: 
sition of the varnish. On lifting up the lid, tUe 
royal corpsenvas found, wrapped up wMiin a large 
square mantle^ of strong, coarse, and thick linenl 
Cloth, diapered; of a dull, pale, yellowish brown 
colour, and waxed on its under side. . 

' The head and face were entirely covered with 
a sUdarium, or face-cloth, of crimson sarcenet, 
the substance whereof was so much perished, as 
to have a cobweb-like feel, and the appearance 
of fine lint. This sudarinm was formed into three 
folds, probably in imitation of the napkin where- 
with our Saviour is said to have wiped his fece 
when led to his crucifixion, and which the Romish 
Church positively assures us, consisted of the like 
number of folds, on each of which the resemblaiiice 
at his countenance was then instantly impressed. 

When the folds of the external wrapper were 
thrown back, and the sudarium removed, the corpse 
was discovered, richly habited, adorned with en- 
signs of royalty, and almost entire, notwithstand- 
ing the length of time that it had been entombed. 

Its innermost covering seemed to have a very 
fine linen cere-cloth, dressed close to every part of 
the body, and superinduced with such accuracy- 
and exactness, th^t the fingers and thumbs of both 
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ihe hands had each of them a separate and distinct 
envelope of that material. The face, which had a 
^milar 6oT^ng ol<»ely fitted thereto, retained its 
'^xactfofm^ although part of the iflesh appeared to be 
somewhat wasted # 

Appearance of the face. 
It was of a dark brown or chocolate colour, ap- 
proaching to black ; and so were the hands and fin- 
gers. The chin and lips were entire but without 
sstky beard ; and a sinking or dip, between the chin 
and under lip, was very conspicuous^ Both the 
lips were prominent ; the nose short, as if shrunk ; 
but the apertures of the nostrils were visible- 
There was ati unusual fall or cavity, on that part 
of the bridge of the nose which separates theorbitfe 
of the eyes 5 and some globular substance, possi- 
bly the fleshy part of the eye-balls, was moveable 
in thdr sockets under the envelope* Below the 
chm- And under-jaw, was lodged a quantity of 
blafck dust, which had neither smell nor coherence > 
but whether the same hiad been flesh or spices, 
cottM ttot be ascertained. 

Owe of the joints of the middle finger of the "right 
hand T^as loose ; but those of the left hand were 
quite perfect. 

Ornaments of ike Bodj/, S^c. 

. . . • . 

Next upon the before- mentioned cere-cloth was 
a^ dalmatic, or tuttic, of red silk damask; upon 
.which lay a stole of thick white tissue, about three 
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inches in breadth, crossed over the breast, and ex* 
tending on each side downwards, nearly as low as 
the wrist, where both ends were brought to crosa 
each other. On this stole were placed, at about the 
distance of six inches from each other, quatrefoils 
of fiUegree work, in metal gilt with gold, elegantly 
chased in figure, and ornamented with five pieces of 
beautifiil transparent glass or paste, some cut, and 
others rough, set in raised sockets. The largest of 
these pieces is in the ceiri^re of the quatrefoil ; and 
each of the other four is fixed near to the angle : so 
that all of them together form the figure of a quin- 
cunx. These false stones diflfer in colour. Some 
are ruby; others a deep amethyst : some, again, are 
sapphire ; others white ; and some a sky-blue. 

The intervals between the quatrefoils on the 
stole are powdered with an immense quantity of 
very small white beads, resembling pearls drilled, 
and tacked down very near each other, so as to 
compose an embroidery of most elegant form, and 
not much unlike that which is commonly called the 
true lovers* knot. These beads, or pearls, are also 
of the same size, and equal to that of the largest 
pin's bead. They are of a shining, silver white 
hue» but not so pellucid as necklace beads and 
mock^pearls usually are. 

Over these habits is the royal mantle, or pall, of 
rich crimson satin, fastened on the left shoulder 
with a magnificent fibula of metal gilt with gold. 
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and composed of two j<»nts pinned together by a 
moveable acus^ and resembling a cross garnet 
hinge. This ^ fibula' is four inches iii length, 
richly chased^ and ornamented with four pieces of 
red, and four of blue, transparent paste, similar to 
those on the quatrefoils, and twenty-two beads, or 
mock*pearls; Each, of these pastes and mock-pearls 
Is set in a raised and chased socket. The head of 
the ' acus' is formed by a long piece of uncut 
transparent blue paste, shaped like an acorn, and 
fixed in a chased socket. 

The lower joint of this 'fibula' appears to be 
connected with the stole, as well as with the 
chlamys ; so that the upper parts of each of the 
lappets, or straps of the stole, being thereby brought 
nearly into contact with the edge of the royal 
mantle, those straps form, in appearance, a guard, 
or border thereto. 

The corpse, from the waist downwards, is 
covered with a large rich figured piece of cloth of 
gold, which Jies loose over the lower part of. the 
tunic, thighs, legs, and feet, and is tucked down 
behind the soles of the latter. There did not re- 
main any appearance of gloves; but on the back 
of each baud, and just below the knuckle of the 
middle finger, lies a quatrefoil, of the same metid 
as those on the stole, and like them ornamented 
with five pieces of transparent paste ; with this dif- 
ference, however, that the centre-piece in each 
quatrefoil is lurger, and seemingly of a more beau- 
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tiful bliie^ than tho&e on toy of the quatrefoU^r on 
the stole. 

Between the tWo forefingers, tod Ibe thumb (tf 
the right hand, the King holds d seeptre, with the 
cross made of copper- gilt. This sceptre ia two 
feet six inches in lengthy and of most elegaat work- 
manship. Its upper part extends unto, and rests 
oa, the kind's ri^ht shoulder. 

Between the two forefingers and the thumb of 
his left hand, he holds the rod, or sceptre, with the 
dove, which, passing over his left shoulder, retiehes 
up as high as his ear. This rod id five feet and 
half an inch in Icsigth. The stalk is divided mlo 
two equal parts by a knob fillet, and at its bottom 
is flat ferule. 

The top of the stalk terminates in three bouquets, 
or tiers of oak leaves, of green enamel, in alto-re- 
lievo^ each bouquet diminishing in breadth as they 
'approach toward thesumiodiit of the sceptre, whereon 
f^ands a ball, or mound, surmounted by the figure 
jof a dove, with its wings closed, and made of white 
enamel. 

On the head of the corpse, which lies within a 
recess hollowed out of the stone coffin^ and pro- 
perly shaped for its reception, is an open crown, 
or fillet of tin, or latjteln, charged on its upper edge 
with trefoils, and gilt with gold, but evidently qf 
inferior workmanship, in all respects, to thtft of 
the sceptre and quatrefpils. . 
Tke shiq)e and form of the crown, sceptre, and 
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fibula^ and the manner in which the latter is fixed 
to the mantle, or chlamys, exactly correspond with 
the representation of those on the broad seal of that 
king, as exhibited by Sandiford, in his genealogical^ 
history of the kings and queens in England. 

On a careful inspection of the fingers on both 
hands^ no riag could be discovered. However^ as 
it cannot be supposed that the corpse was deposited 
without that usual attendant ensign of royalty, we 
may with great probability conjecture, that, on the 
shrinking of the fingers, which must have been the 
eons^uence of length of time, and the operation 
of the antiseptics applied to them, the royal ring 
had Bli])ped off from the finger, and buried in some; 
parts of the robes, none of which were disturbed 
in order to search for it. 

The feet, with their toes, soles, and heels, seemed 
to be perfectly entire ; but whether they have san- 
dals on them, or not, is uncertain, as the cloth 
tucked over them was not removed. 

On measuring the body by a rod, graduated into 
inches, divided into quarters, it appeared to be 
exactly six feet and two inches in length. So that, 
although we may, with some degree of propriety, 
adapt the ideas of those historians who tell us, that 
the king was taller than the generality of men ^ 
yet we can no longer credit those who assert, that 
he was taller by the head than any other man of his 
time. How far the appellation of Lorigshanks, 
usually given to him, was properly applicable. 
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cannot be ascertained, since the length of the tibiae 
could not be truly measured, and compared with 
that of the femora, without removing the vestments, 
and thereby incurring a risk of doing injury to the 
corpse. 

It hath been conjectured, that he obtained the 
Tiic name of Longshanks, from a manifest dispro- 
portion in the length of his thighs and legs, to that 
of his body. But, on inspection of the corpse, so 
far as could be done witbout removing the robes, 
no such disproportion was observable. Perhaps, 
therefore, we may not deviate from truth, ehould 
we suppose, with Mr. Sandiford, that such appella- 
tion was given to him on account of the height of 
his stature, and not from any extravagant length 
either of his thighs or legs. 

There is still preserved, in Westminster Abbey, 
among the figures that compose what is called the 
ragged regiment, the effigy, which, according to 
the custom of ancient times, lay upon Edward the 
First's coffin, during the funeral procession and 
exequies; and which figure, in all likelihooil, was 
afterwards placed on liis tomb, and there continued 
a considerable time: for Peter Langtoft, who did 
not survive that monarch above six years, speaking 
of his death and burial, says, 

Prom Wallhtm before-aaid to Wcstm^oater thei him brought, 
Beddea hia fsdre he U laid, in a tomh well wrought. 
Of marble ia the atone, and puliied there he Kea. 

The length of the legs in this figure, measuring 
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from die sole of the foot to the cap. of the knee, is 
twenty-one . inches and half. No positive con- 
clusion, however, can be fairly drawn from thence,, 
as to what was the exact stature of King Edward, 
or as. to the proportion which the length of his 
legs bore to that of the whole, or any particular part 
of his body ; because this figure was certainly 
made taller than the real stature of the King, as is 
evident, not only from the before-mentioned mea* 
sure taken of the royal corpse, but from the cavity 
of the stone coffin, which is not capable of receiving, 
a body six feet five inches in length. Probably 
the figure-maker, according to the practice of those 
times, applying his attention principally to the 
making a perfect resemblance of the features and 
visage of the defunct, neglected to model and form ' 
the figure to the exact and real height of Edward's 
stature. 

The apparelling the corpse of the monarch in 
liis royal vestments, accompanied with the ensigns 
of regality, as before described, is not, on any 
account, to be considered as a peculiar mark of 
respect paid to him in contra-distinction to pre^ 
ceding kings, but as being done merely in confor- 
mity to usual and ancient custom. 

He was, on this occasion, habited ^ more regioy 
i. e. in the same manner that the corpses of all other 
kings, his predecessors, had been dressed, in order 
to their sepulture : and similar, except in some 
few particulars only, to a mode, or regulatioi^ 
established by autliority, ' De Exequiis regftlib^s^* 
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A copy 6f this regmlstlaa is Entered in the Liber 
Recalls, immediately after the formulaiy for the' 
coronatioii of our English monorchs. 

I have already mentioned, that, previous to the 
remo^ital of the iiip stone of King £dward'd tottib, 
the D^tn of Westminster, who vras present irom 
tbi3 opening to the shutting it up, had ts^en every 
possible precaution, that no damage might be doney 
either to the royal body 4>r its sarcc^agus. The 
like ^gifanee was observed by him,, during the 
time the coffin continued opaa } so that the cor|)se 
did not r^ceiv^ the least violation or faijury ; i^^her 
was it despoiled of any o^ its vestments, regalia, or 
oma^i^nts* On the contrary, all things wesr^ sul^ 
fer^ to remain in the sktne condition, sitnatibi^ 
and place, wherein they were fouiid.^ After the 
spectators bad taken a sufficient view, the top <tf 
the coffin, and the covering stone of the tomb,*were! 
restored to their proper places, and fastened do^^n 
by a strong cement of terrice, before the Dean re- 
tired from the chapel* 



Unpublished particulars connected with the 
resignation of the crown of england to 
the pope, by king john. ^ 

(From a Manmcript in the French National Library, 
by F. L G. de la Porte du TheilJ 

The manuscript, of which M, du Theil treats, is a 
collection of the state papers and other diplomatic 
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concerns of Pope Innocent II. The purtkular matter 
reltttmg to oiir present subject, is the real object 
of the embassy of Rob*; de Gour^on to France. * 

To understand prop^ly, (says Monsieur Porte 
du Theil,) the real view of the embassy of .Robert, 
Mint reasons the Pope had for sending him, atid 
what instructions were {Probably given him ; it is 
necessary to fixate ckairly what was, at this era^ 
the situation of fVance and England. I shall n<H? 
enlarge upon the state of things in general ; it i^ 
known tojevi^ry body. I shall only mention some 
pa)rtiGuIai1ties, neglected by modem historian^i 
which serve tx> explain in a better lig^it that grand 
dencmement of affafra and cabals, through which 
King John was reduced to the necessity of putting 
himself entirely at tiie mercy of the Pope. 
Situation of John y King of England, after ih0 ^ear 

1212. 

Innocent had dictated the terms and conditions 
npcm which he consented to restore his favour to 
Ring John, against wfadm he M been so vindent; 
and addressed them to his Nuncios, Pandolph aiul 
DUrind, February 27, 1213. 

John, pa^ive under the influence of fear, accept- 
ed these terms and conditions, as severe ais dis^ 
honourable, and by an act, dated 13th of May, 
engaged to e:!tecute them faithjfuUy. Upon the 
day after the morrow, by another act equally 
solemn, he acknowledged himself to be a vassal 
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and tributary of the Holy See, and assured tbe Pope 
of his eternal fidelity. Upon the 24th of tl^e same 
month, he recalled the exiled prelates, who had 
originally raised against him the tempest to which 
be was compelled to submit. 

Whilst this prince, worthy in so many respects 
of the infamy with which he voluntarily loaded his 
memory, resolved upon such sacrifices to reconcile 
himself with the Pope, he took the most regular 
measures to be revenged of the King of France. 

From the middle of the preceding year, 1212^ 
he had negociated with Otho, that other memc»uble 
example of the power, creative and destructive, 
which Innocent exercised over the sovereigns of 
Europe; and had sent to that emperor, deposed 
and excommunicated like himself, ambassadors 
charged to bind strong the ties of interest, whieb^ 
independent of relationship, ui^ited for a long 
time these unfortunate princes, 

Otho, the implacable enemy of Philip (King of 
iPrance), charmed with this overture, had engaged 
the Count de Boulogne, Renaud de Dammartin, to 
adopt the party of the King of England. At his 
solicitation, the Count had crossed the sea, had 
promised John to obey his orders, had publicly^ 
made homage to him, and had sworn not to make, 
without John's consent, any peace, or truce, either 
with Philip, or Lewis, the Dauphin. He had given, 
fis hostages, his wife, and many of his vassal lords. 
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At the same time he had Inrought^ from Otho^ 
letters^ in which that prince assured the King of 
England of his inclination to serve him with all his 
forces ; he had further protested, that he had never 
received, as he had been accused, any embassies on 
the part of Philip, and repeated the oath, of list- 
ening to no accommodatiou' without participation 
of the emperor. 

These facts we learn by the letter which John 
himself wrote. May 4, 1812, to the Viscount de 
Thouars, to strengthen his attachment to hiis party. 

The same day, John had written also to the 
Count de Flandres, to induce him to engage him- 
self to him, with the Compte de Boulogne ; and, 
with the view of further inducement, he had lent, 
for a year, three thousand marks to the Countess 
of Flanders. 

Lastly, upon the same day also, he had signed 
his definitive treaty of alliance, offensive and defen- 
sive, with the Compte de Boulogne. 

It appears ^Iso, by different acts, that, about the 
same time, he was assured of the Duke de Lem- 
bourg, de Valeran, son of that duke, the Counts 
de Bar, father and son, the Duke of Louvain, and 
many other lords. Lastly, March 29, 1213, he had 
received the homage, and engagement of service, 
of the Count de HoUande. 
7'Ac Certainty of his Reconciliation with the Pope 

facilitated the means, not onli/ of resisting the Ji' 

tacks which France was preparing agaimt him, but 
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r of ttamferring the War bimmlfinto the Bosom of 

that Kingdom. 

On -the ^th of May be wrote to the Earl of 
FlaAders^ pressing him to send tEore {M>we]::Ail rac- 
^cours than thc^e. whkh had» itlready aariyed ; and 
on the 26tb of June fi^lawiag, he renenv^ tiie 
same assurance. In fact^ four days before^ h^ bad 
the Master of the Temple to remit to the ambas- 
sadors^ whom he had sent to. the earl, a sum of 
money, which the master had under his care> and 
which was reserved for the use of the eiurL 

At the same time, the English king urged the 
King of Arragon to put in eocecuiiosi the pi«ojecls 
for a campaign, which had been previously con- 
certed with him. 

^ The Pope, at the epoch, when he named Robert 
de Courgon legate of France, that is, towards the 
end of April, 1213, certainly was not- ignorant 
of all these intentions and projects. It was not, 
then, without truth, ncn* assuredly without repson, 
that, in the letter in which he ifecommended Robert 
to Philip August, he mentioned- the impendixig 
peril which menaced France. But, was he equally 
sincere, or did he only use a language suitaUe to 
him, as a matter of course, when he added, in the 
same letter, that the interests of Fraiicc were 
dearer to him than those of the Ecclesiastical See ? 
In fact, if the interests of that so valued kingdom 
were then in danger, who other than he was' the 
occasion of it ? Had he not himself the year before 
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^engaged, even commanded, Philip, under penalty 
of excojoimunication, tp levy war against John ? 
Had he not, under his pretended apostolical Mtfao- 
rity, transferred to Philip all the rights of a prince, 
i^en the object of ecclesiastical persecution ? Had 
not he assured him of the assistance of all those 
whom the exhortations of the Holy See could rouse 
^igain^ an excommunicated and deposed king ? 
Was it not, then, a kind of duplicity by which be 
ord^ed Pandolph and Durand, that, as soon as the 
rebel king submitted to the laws of the Vatican, all 
.his enemies should be ordered to disarm, prin- 
cipally Philip, and respect John ? 

We are led to think, that even the personal choice 
of the legate, bom a subject of the King of England, 
was, on the side of the pontiff, a consequence of 
his habitual partiality to England against France. 
•In fact, Robert did not cease to manage his business 
in such a manner, as to favour in every thing the 
s^irs of the King of England, and thwart the views 
which could aggrandise the pow^r of Philip. 

^^* (Here ends the account of M. de la Porte 
du Theil, who has certainly elucidated an important 
fact in English history, not before clearly under- 
stood. He might have added, that the crafty Pope, 
by duping both the king^, though in a bare«faced 
manner, succeeded in subjugating them both to 
thei ecclesiastical yoke. Philip, however^ does not 
seem to have been aware that the Pope, seeing the 
consequences of his successful excommunications 
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of Otho and John, treated the French king in a 
manner which he had no power to prevent or re- 
sent.) 

A CURIOUS ACCOUNT OF CBRTAIN ROYAL OISBURSB-' 
MENTS AT TH£ COMMKNCBMBNT OF THE FOUR* 
TEBNTH CENTURY. 

An extraordinary instance of the rude manners of 
our country in ancient times appears from the fol- 
lowing extract from a curious and authentic manu- 
script, a copy of which is in the possession of an 
eminent antiquary. This manuscript contains, 
among other things, the private expences of that 
weak, misguided, and unfortunate monarch, Ed- 
ward II. ; by which it appears that Cross and Pik, 
or, as it is now called, tossing up heads and tails, 
was a favourite royal diversion in those remote 
times of rude simplicity. The following translation 
from the old French, in which it is written, may 
afford some entertainment to such as are fond of 
contemplating human life under the various aspects 
which it exhibits, according to the difference of 
ages or the difference of countries : — 

^ Items Paid to the king himself, to play at cross 
and pile, by the hands of Richard de Mereworth, 
the Receiver of the Treasury — twelve pence. 

' Item, Paid there to Henry, the king's biu'ber, 
for money which he lent to the king, to play at cross 
atid pile — five shillings. 

^ Item. Paid there to Peres Bernard, Usher of 
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the King's Chamber, money which he lent to the 
king, and which he lost at cro^s and pile, to Mon^ 
sieur Robai; Watervylle— eight-pence. 

' Item. Paid to the king himself, to play at cross 
and pile, by Peres Bernard, two shillings, which the 
said P^res won of him/ 



SINGULAR INSTANCE OF CHIVALRIC PROWBSS IN THE 

REIGN OF EDWARD III, 

♦ 

About themiddle of the fourteenth century, in the 
reign of Edward III, a singular instance occurred of 
the prevalence pf chivalry and gallantry in the na- 
tions of Europe. A solemn duel of thirty knights 
against thirty was fought between Bembrough, an 
Englishinan, and Beaumanoir, a Briton, of the 
party of Charles of Blois. The knights of the two^ 
nations came into the field ; and before the combat 
began, Beaumanoir called put, that it would h^ 
seen that day who h^d the fi^irest mistresjses. After 
a bloody combat, the BritpQS prevailed, and gained 
for their prize full liberty to boast of their misr. 
tresses' beauty. It is remfirkable, that two such 
famoi^s generals as Sir Robert KnowUis and Sir 
Hugh i?a|yf5rly drew their swords in this ridiculous 
contest. Tbe womeii not only instigated the chwi** 
piona tq these rough, if not bloody, frays of tpurnar 
nieiits, but also frequpnt^ the tournaments during 
;^U the reign of Edward, whose spirit of gallantry 
^pcouraged this prs^tip^f'^PerejPamelfi^Knyghiqn^ 

VOL. !• I 
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A CURIOUS kind's SPBSCH. 

Tub following curi<ms royal spfeeck is the first on 
record in the parliamentary history of England. It 
was delivered in the year 1 106, by King Henry I. 
to the great barons of the realm, whom he had 
summoned, by a royal mandate, to meet at London. 
He had dispossessed bis eI(jL(^rbrother,Robert, Duke 
of Normandy, of his right of succession to the 
English crown; and being apprehensive of his 
injured brother's designs against him, he endea- 
voured, by the most artftil insinuations, lo engage 
the barons in his interest:— 

^ My Friends and faithful subjects, both Foreign^ 
ers and Natives^. 

^ You all know very Well that my brother Robert 
was both called by God, and elected king of Jeru- 
salem, which he might have happily governed; 
and how shameftilly hiB refused that tule, for which 
he justly deserves God's anger and reproof; You 
know also, in many other instances, his pride and 
bmitality ; because he id a man that delights in war 
and bloodshed : he is impatient of peace, I know 
that he thinks you a parcel of contemjptible fellows : 
he calls you a set of drunkards and gluttons, whom 
he hopes to tread under his feet. I, truly a king, 
meek, humble, and peaceable, will preserve and 
cherish you in your ancient liberties, which 1 have 
fbrilially sworn to perform ; will hearken to your 
wise counsel with patience, and will govern you 
justly, after the example of the best priDces. If 
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you desire it, I will strengthen this promise with 
a written charter; and all those laws which the 
holy king Edward, by the inspiration of God, so 
wisely enacted, I will again swear to keep inviolably. 
If you^ my brethren, will stand by me faithfully, 
we will easily repulse the strongest efforts the 
cruellest enemy can make against me dnd these 
kingdoms. If I am only supported by the valour 
and power of the English nation, all the weak 
threats of the Normans will no longer seem for^ 
midable to. me.* 

LBTTBE OF PBINCB HifNRT, (AFTERWARDS KING 
HBNRY V. THB COTiaUBROR OF AGINCOfrRT.) 

Our national history is indebted to Mr^ Luden for . 
having drawn from obscurity the following letter of 
our glorious King Henry V., which he wrote when 
a y^uth, to the king, his father, with the news of a 
victory he had just gained over the rebel Glendour, 
when he was only in the .eighteenth year of his 
age. The ordinal is said to be in French, in Ry- 
mer's Acta Regia, copied from Sk MS. in the Briti^ 
Museum. 

'^ Most dread Sovereign Lord aad Fadier : 
^^ In the most humble manner that I may in my 
h^rt devise, I recommend myself to your Royal 
Majesty, humbly praying your gracious blessing. 
Most dread Sovereign Lord and Father, I sincerely 
beseech God graciously to shew his providence to- 
wards you in all places ! for on Wednesday^ th^ 
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11th of this instdnt month of March^ your rebels 
of Glamorgan^ Morgannock, Usk, Netherwent^ and 
Overwent, drew together to the number of 8000 
men, by their own account '^; and went, in the 
morning of the same day, and burnt part of your 
town of Grosmont, within your lordship of Mon- 
mouth and Jenvia. 

«tf —_ _ * Only my well-beloved cousin, the 
Lord Talbot, and the little troop of my household ; 
and there joined them your brave and faithful 
knights, William Newport and John Greindre, who 
made but a very small power altogether.* But true 
it is, that the victory is not in the multitude of people 
(and thus was it well seen there), but in the might 
of the Lord. 

^^ And there, by the aid of the blessed Trinity, 
your men won the field, and overcame all the said 
rebels; of whom they slew in the field, by fair 
reckoning upon our return from the pursuit, some 
say 800, and some 1000, being questioned upon 
paiti of death. Nevertheless, be it one or the other 
in this account, I will not dispute. 

** And to give you fiiU information of the whole 
affair, I send you a person worthy of credit therein^ 
one of my faithful servants, the bearer hereof, who 
was in the battle, and very satisfactorily performed 
his duty, as he has ever done. 

* ^ There is something defective here. The French wor^ of the. 
mftauscifpt ure, as in the print, tanto^ hon, which I can mak9 
nothing of/ ' ' 
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" Now, such amends hath God ordained you for 
the burning of four bouses in your town aforesaid. 
And no prisoners were taken except one who was 
a g^eat chieftain among them, whom I would have 
sent to you, but that he is not yet able to bear the 
journey. 

**And with respect to the course I propose to 
hold hereupon, please your Highness to give entire . 
credence to the bearer hereof, in what he will him- 
self inform your Highness on my part. And pray 
God ever keep you in joy and honour, and grant 
that I may shortly have to comfort you with more 
good news. 

*• Written at Hereford, the said Wednesday at 
at night. 

^^ Your most humble and obedient Son, ' 

« Henry.*' ' 

*4>* The admirers of Shakspeare will have no 
reason to be displeased with the learned Author's 
correction of their favourite poet's mistake in this 
great prince's character ; for he brings satisfactor]^ 
proof that the blame should fall upon the historian^ 
and not upon Shakspeare. 

account or the abbeys in england before the 

reformation; their rental, order^ and the 

revenue that accrued to the king at their 

dissolution, &c, 

Before the dissolution of Monasteries in England, 

twenty-seven, abbots, sometimes twenty-nine, and 
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two priors^ almost all BenedlGtines, held baronies^ 
and sat in parliament. The abbeys which enjoyed 
this privilege were^ Ist. St. Albans, valued, at the 
dissolution^ according to the king's books, in Dng* 
dale, at 2102/. per annum ; according to vulgar com* 
putation, in Speed, at 2510/. per annum. 2d. Glas- 
tonbury, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, valued at 
3311/. in Dugdale, at 3500/. in Speed. 3d. St Aus* 
tin's, at Canterbury, which was returned into the 
Exchequer to be endowed with 1418/. per annum ; 
the Cathedral Priory of Christ Church in that city 
being valued at 2337/* ^th. Westminster Abbey, 
valued at 34711. in Dugdale, at 3977/* Hi Speed. 
Maitland (History of London and Westminster, 
p. 391) observes, that 3977/*^ &t the time of the 
dissolution, was a sum equal to 20,000/. at present : 
and that Westminster Abbey was, with this yearly 
income, far the richest in all England. It also sur- 
passed all the oth^ abbeys, by the surprising trea- 
sure of richplate and precious ornaments. 5th. Win« 
Chester Abbey, founded by St Byt'inus and Kyn* 
gilae, the first Christian king of the West Saxims, 
dedicated to the Holy Trinity, but in latter ages 
called St. Swithin's, was valued at 1507/. 0th. St. i 
Edmund's Bury, built by King Canutus, valued at 
1^69/. in Dugdale ; at 2336/. in Speed. 7th. Ely, 
where the valuation of the abbey restored by St. 
Ethelwold was 1084/. ; that of Bishopric, 2134/. 
8th. Ahingdon, founded by Cedwalla and Ina, kings 
of the West Saxons, in honour of the B. Virgin 
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Mary, valued at 1876/. 9th. Reading Abbey, buiU 
by Henry II., valued at 1938/. 10th. Waltham, 
which was founded a noble collegiate church by 
Earl Harold in 1602, and made by Henry II. a 
royal abbey, of regular canons of St. Austin, under 
the title of the Holy Cross, was valued at 900/. in 
Dugdale, at 1Q79/. in Speed. 12th. St. Peter's, in 
Gloucester, founded by Wulfere and Ethelred, 
kings of Mercia, valued at 1550/., made a cathedral 
by Henry VIII. 13th. Tewksbury, valued at 1598/. 
It was founded in 715, byDoddo, a prime noble* 
man of Mercia, who became a monk at Pershore. 
14th. Winchelcomb, in Gloucestershire, valued at 
759/. It was founded by Offa and Kenulph, kings 
of Mercia. 15th. Ramsey, in Huntingdonshire, 
founded by Ailwyne, Alderman of England, and 
Earl of the East Angles, in honour of the B. Virgin 
and St. Bennet, rated at 1716/. 16th. Bardney, in 
Lincolnshire. After being demolished by the Danes 
in 870, who slew there three hundred monks, it 
was rebuilt by William the Conqueror. 17th. Crow* 
land, valued at 1087/* iu Dugdale, at 1217/* in Speed. 
18th. St. Bennet's in Uulm, in Norfolk, founded 
about the year 800, valued at 585/. This abbacy 
was given by Henry VIII. to the Bishops of Nor- 
wich, in exchange for the estates formerly belong- 
ing to that see, then valued at the yearly income 
of 1050/. From which time the Bishops of Norwich 
remain the only abbots in England. The great 
monastery of the Holy Trinity in Norwich was 
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valued at 1061/. per annum. 19th. Peterborough 
Abbey, begun by Peada, King of Mercia^ in 655 ; 
rebuilt by Adulf, Chancellor to King Edgar, who 
became himself a monk, and died abbot of this 
house. The revenues of this abbey were rated, in 
the 26th year of Henry VIII., at 1921/., according 
to the clear value, in Dugdale, and at 1972/. accord- 
ing to the computed value. Henry VIII. spared 
this church out of regard to the ashes of his in- 
jured queen, Katharine, and converted the abbey 
into an episcopal see; which is now charged in 
the king's books with 414/. 20th. Battle Abbey, in 
Sussex, founded by William the Conqueror, in ho- 
nour of St. Martin, valued at 880/. 21st. Malme^- 
bury, in Wiltshire, valued at 803/. 22d. Whitby, 
anciently called Streaneshalch, founded by King 
Oswi, in favour of St. Theder, in 657. It was de- 
stroyed by the Danes, but rebuilt for Monks^ after 
the Conquest, in honour of St. Peter and St. Hilder. 
23d. Selby, in Yorkshire, begun by William the 
Conqueror, in honour of St. Peter and St. Ger- 
manus, rated at 729/. 24th. St. Mary's, at York, built 
in the reign of William Rufus, valued at 2085/. in 
Speed. The other mitered abbeys were those 
of Shrewsbury, Cirencester, Evesham, Tavistock, 
and Hide at Winchester. (See Brown Willis's 
History of Mitred Abbeys.) Also two Priors had 
seats in the House of Tx)rds, namely, Coventry, and 
of the Knights Hospitallers, or of Malta, in London, 
2385/. ; of twenty-eight other houses of that order. 
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3026/. ; seven houses of Trinitarians^ (which are 
all we find the valuation of^ the rest having pro* 
bably no real foundations)^ 287/* 

By an act which was passed in the Parliament 
in March 1535^ by the suppression of 181 lesser 
monasteries^ a revenue of 32,000/. per mtnuni 
came to the crown, besides 100^000/. in plate' aiMl 
jewels. But the greater houses of the Knights of 
Malta were seized by the king in 1540. After- 
wards, in 1548, were granted to King Edward VI., 
and suppressed, 90 colleges, 110 hospitals, and 
2374 chantries and free chapels. The churches 
in all the northern kingdoms, as Denmark, Sweden, 
&c., were stripped much more naked by the change 
of religion. 

The reVetiues of the clergy were, laid at dnc- 
fourth part of the revenues of the kingdom, in the' 
27th of Henry VIIL, as may be seen m Compl. 
History. And Mr. Collier, in his Ecclesiastical 
History, vol. ii., p. 108, says, the revenues of the 
monks never did exceed one-fifth part ; an4 con- 
sidering that the leases were granted upon small' 
rents, and easy fines, it may truly be affirmed their 
revenues did not exceed a tenth p^ pf the nation. 
Thus Bishop Tanner, pref. p* 7*^ 

Monasteries in England are no more y yet jus- 
tice is due to an order of men, which was fortnerly 
an illustrious part of the nation, and aboutided 
with persons eminent for birth, learning, and piet;^. 
The veil which death throws over the ashes of goi)d' 
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and g^at iiie% to si^cFed^ aQ4 ta cast dkt upon thek 
sfetFine k shocking U> the BKtst savage barbarians* 
Yet of this some hare inade a> point of merit. 
Bishop Burnet says^ ' the monks were become lewd 
s^ad dissolute^ when their order was suppressed 
WK>ng us/ But Mr. Henry Wharton^ under the 
naiBe of Anthony Harmur, in his Specimen of Bur- 
nett's History of ttie Reformation^ answers this 
slander in the following words^ p. 42. ' God fovbid 
than any professors of Christianity^ much less the 
S^eatest pretenders^ to it, should be guilty of mon* 
strous wickedness,, or that any other should believe 
it of them without evident proof. Surely^ if the 
monks had been guilty of any such thing, it could 
not have escaped the knowledge of their visitors, 
who searched and divulged all tjieir faults wiUi Ute 
utmost industry; Nor would it have been unknown 
to Bal^ brought up among them ; nor omitted by 
him in his English Votaries, wherein he had set 
himself to defame the monastic order and the un-^ 
married clergy, with insatiable malice/ The same 
learned Protestant divine and historian^ in answer 
to another charge of Bishop Burnett, importing 
that the monks, about the end of the eighth cen- 
tury, had possessed themselves of the greatest part 
of the riches of the nation, shews (p. 40), that the 
monks had not then probably gained possession of 
the hundredth part of the riches of the nation, 
though they afterwards, in the tenth, eleventh, and 
twelfth centuries, increased exceedingly in number 
and possessions. ' But after all,' says he, * they 
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will never be found to have possessed above a fifth 
part of the nation > and, considering they were wont 
to lease out of their hmids to laymen^ for easy fines 
and small rents^ they did not in reality possess the 
tenth part of the riches of the nation.' Then^ in 
answer to that other charge, that the best part of 
the soil being in such ill hands, it was the interest 
of the nation to put it to better use, it is altor 
gether erroneous. ^ From die beginning to the 
end^ none ever improved dieir lands and possession!! 
to better advantages than the monk% by building, 
cultivation^ and sdl other methods, while they kept 
them in their own hands.* Of this, Croylimd is' to 
(his day a memorable instance. ^ And whea they 
leased them out to others, it was the interest of the 
nation to have such easy tenures continued to^ 
great numbers of persons who enjoyed them. To 
this may be added, that they cont3*ibuted, in pi^o- 
portion, above the laity ; so that we. cannot find to 
what better uses these possessions have been sinee 
put,' &c. 

Bishop Tanner also observes, that the church 
lands, after the Conquest, contributed to all public 
burthens equally with the laity. Walsingham, p. 
180, and Patrick, in his addit. to Gunton, p. 321, 
say, that \xt the reign of Richard II., A. D. 1379, 
every mitred abbot paid as much to the tax as an 
earl, and &. 8(1 for every monk in his monastery. In 
18th Edward 11.^ A. P. 1289, the Abbot of St. Ed- 
mundbury paid 666/. 13^. \d. to the fifteenth.— See 
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Cow^l's Interpreter, Sub. toce Quinsierne; akd 
Reymer, vol. n.^ p. , 75, aftd Steven's Appendix, p, 
106. See a justification and Apology for monk» 
and monastic orders in Monasticon Fevrshatnense, 
or a Survey of the Monasstefy of Feversham, by 
Thomas Southouse, of Gray's Inn> Londoh, 1634. 

Of the Benedictine order were aH our cathedra! 
priories, except Carlisle, and most of the richest 
abbeys in Etigland. Reymer (vol. i.) says> that thc^ 
revenue of the Benedictines was almost eqmd to 
those of all the other orders. Sir Robert Atkyns 
says, there was in England, before the Reformation, 
45,009 churched, and 55,000 chapels ; now only 
dbout 10,000« Dr. Bently, under the name Phi- 
loleutherus Lipsionsis, in remarks upon a late dis- 
course of free thinking", says, that out of 10,000 
purisb churches, there are 6000 the yearly income 
of which does not exceed 50/. each. On the then 
sfUXLte of the ehurch ' revenues in England, see that 
Treatise in Dean Prideaux, on the Origin and Right 
of Tithes. 

tBTTBRS TKOU RfNO ttBNRY ^lU TO ANNR • 

BOLEYN *. 

To Anne Bokyh. 

JtfY SWBBTHBART AND FRIBNl), 

I and my heart put themselves into your hands; 
begging of thee to take them to yonr favour ; and 

* TheiM letters «re presented to our readers ratber as curiosities 
tlian as models oC excellence. They Ulnstrafte the observation of 
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that by my being absent from you^ your affection 
may not be diminished towards them ; for it would 
^be a great pity to augment « their pain^ for absen<^e 
gives me enough and more than ever^ and more 
than I could have thought^ and calls to my remem^ 
brance a point of Astronomy, which is this ; that 
by how much fartiier the Moors are distant from 
the Sun, the heat is notwithstanding more fervent. 
So it is with our love : for though we are person-* 
ally distant from each other, the heat of love re- 
mains, at least on our side, and I hope the same on 
yours, assuring you, that the anxiety of absence is , 
already too great ; and when I think of the aug- 
mentation thereof which I must still suffer, if it 
was not for the firm hope I hav^ of your inviolable 
affection towards me, to put you in remembrance 
of that, since I cannot be personally with you at 
present, I send you the nearest likeness to it I can, 
to wit, my picture set in bracelets, the only device 
which [ have left, wishing myself in their place 
whenever it shall please you. Written by the hand 
of your servant and friend. 

From the same to the same, 

UY SWEETHEART AND FRIEND, 

I heartily thank you for your handsome present, 
than which, well weighing the whole, nothing is 
more beautiful, not only for the beautifril diamond 

Hume, that at integrals (bis prince was not altogether destitute of 
yirtue ; that he Was sincere^ open,- gttllaat, liberal, and capable, at 
IjMSty of ^ temporary frien4ship and attachment. 
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and -vessel in which the solitary damsel is tossed ; 
but principally for the beautiful interpretation and 
most humble submission^ by your goodness in this 
cas^ made use ofy well thinking, that to merit this 
by oppwtunity will be very difficult, if your great 
humanity and favour did not assist m6, for which 
I have watched, watch, and will watch all oppor- 
tunities of retaliation possible ; to remain in which, 
my whole hope has placed its immutable intention, 
which says^ aut ilUe, out nullibu 

The demonstraooes of your affection' are such, 
the beautiful words^ the letters so affectionately 
couched, which, in truth, oblige for ever to honour 
you^ love and serve you ; begging of you to con- 
tinue in this firm and constant purpose ; on my part 
Assuring you, that I will rather augment it, than 
make it reciprocal, if loyalty of heart, desire of 
pleasing you, without any other motive, may ad- 
vance it ; praying you, that if any time heretofore 
I have given ypu offence, that you would give me 
tjbe same pardon that you ask \ assuring you, that 
for the future, my heart shall be wholly dedic£^ed 
to you, much desiring that the body might be also, 
as God can do it if he pleases, to whom I beg once 
a day to do it, hoping that in time my prayers may 
be heard, wishing the time to be short, thinking 
it very long to our review. 

Written by the hand of my secretary, who in 
hearty body, and will, is your loyal and most assured 
servant. 
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From Queen Atme Bokyn to King Henry *, 
SIR9 

Your grace's dispkasure and my impiisonmeni 
are thiagft so strange unto me^ as to what to write^ 
or what to excuse, I am altogether igoorant. 
Whereas^.you seud unto me^ (willing me toconfeaft 
a truth aiid so obtain your favour) by such mi oni^ 
whom you kxipw to be mine ancient professed 
enemy, i no sooner received this message by, him^ 
than I rightly conceived your meaning ; . smd if^ jam 
you say^ confesfung a truths indeed may procure 
my safety^ 1 shall with all willingn€fss and duty^ 
perform your command. 

But let not your grace ever imagine^ that your, 
poor wife will ever be brought to acknowledge a. 
faulty where not so much as a thought thereof pre- 
ceded* And^ to speak a truths never prince had 
wife more loyal in all duty^ and in all true affection^, 
than you hasve ever found in Anne Boleyn ; with 
which name and place I could willingly hi^ve con* 
tented myself^ if God and your grace's pleasure 
had been so pleased. Neither did I at any time so 
far forget myself in my. exaltation, or received 
queenship^ but that I always looked for such an, 
alteration as I now find; f(H* the. ground of my 

* Who could poMibiy imftj^uie, that th« pasfflcnuite lover in tiw. 
preceding letters, would so soon be*conyerted into the savage hus- 
band ? What Nature !. what elegance ! in the following letter. 
How much does it exalt the character of this beautiful and injured 
queen-! - Still it made no impression on the heart of her unrelenting:' 
tfTtmu 



\ 
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preferment being on no surer foundation than your 
grace's fancy^ the least alterationy I knew^ was fit 
and sufficient to draw that fancy to some other sub- 
ject. You have chosen me from a low estate to be 
your queen and companion^ far beyond my desert 
And desire. If then you found me worthy of such 
honour^ good your grace let not any light fancy or 
bad counsel of mine enemies^ withdraw your 
princely favour from me ; neither let that stain^ 
that utiworthy stain^ of a disloyal heart towards 
your good grace, ever cast so foul a blot on your 
dutiful wife, and the infant princess your daughter^ 
Try me, good king, but let me have a lawful trial f 
and let not my sworn enemies sit as my accusers 
and judges ; yea, let me receive an open trial (for 
my truth shall fear no open shame ;) then shall you 
see mine innocence cleared, your suspicion and 
conscience satisfied, the ignominy and slander of 
the world stopped, or my guilt openly declared. 
So that whatsoever God or you may determine of 
me, your grace may be freed from an open censure, 
and my oflTence being so lawfully proved, your 
grace is at liberty, both before God and man, not 
'^nly to execute worthy punishment on me, as an 
unlawful wife, but to follow your affection already 
settled on that party, for whose sake. I am now 
as I am, whose name I could some while $ince 
have pointed unto your grace, bdng not ignorant 
of my suspicion therein. But if you have already 
determined of me, and that not only my death, but 
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an infamous slander must bring you to the enjoy- 
ment of your desired happiness^ then I desire of God 
that he will pardon your great sin therein, and like-' 
wise mine enemies the instruments thereof: and that 
he will not call you to a strict account for your un- 
princely and cruel usage of me, at his general judge- 
ment seat, where both you and myself must shortly 
appear, and in whose judgement, I doubt not, 
(whatsoever the world may think of me) mine inno- 
cence shall be openly known and sufficiently clear- 
ed. My last and only request shall be, that my- 
self may only bear the burthen of your grace'^ 
displeasure, and that it may not touch the innocent 
souls of those poor gentlemen^ who as I under- 
stand, are likewise in strait imprisonment for my 
sake. If ever I found favour in your sight, if ever 
the name of Anne Boleyn has been pleasing in your 
ears, then let me obtain this request ; and I will 
so leave to trouble your grace any farther, with my 
earnest prayers to the Trinity to have your grace 
in his good keeping, and to direct you in all your 
actions. From my doleful prison in the Tower, 
the 16th May, your most loyal and ever faithful 
wife. 



EXTRACTS RELATIVE TO THE HOUSEHOLD OF 

HENRY Vtll. 

The following articles are from the fragment of a 
manuscript volume^ or common-place book, of 
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some person probably holding an official situation 
in the household of Henry the Eighth. 

^ Md. yt ys agreyd Compossissions that the fellow- 
shyppe of the pulters shall s'ue the kyngs magestey 
wythe thes kynds of pultry stufie foUoyng, on the 
pryce as here after aperythe : 
Swannes the pece^ v^. 
Craunes Y 

Busterds > the pece^ uijs. 
Storks ) 
Hemesewys ^ 

Showelerds > the pece^ xviij J. 
Bytters ) 

Pecokks old the pece^ ij^. 
Pechykks the pece, xiiijd. 
Capons c^gr. [growth] of the best the pece, xxd. 
Capons good the pece^ xiiijrf. 
Capons the pece, viijrf. 
Hennes of gr. the pece, vijrf. 
Brewes and Egrets the pece, xijd. 
Guiles the pece, xijil. 
Mewz the pece, vjd. 
Grene Geese from Ester tyll Mydsoiher y* pece, 

vijd. 
Gesse grett from mydsomer tell shroftyde y* pece, 

viijd. 
Goodwytt the pece, nijd. 
Dotterels the dossen, iijs, uijd. 
Quayles the dosen, iiij«. 
Sparrow^s the dosen, iijd* 
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P^iyons the dosen, viij^f. 

Rabbets socars the dosen, xviijd!. 

Connys tell hallontyd the dosen, ij«. 

Wynter conys from hallontyd tyll Shroftyd the 

dosen, \j«. vjd. 
Mallards the dosen^ iiij^. 
Teelles the dosen, y«. 
Wegeons the dosen, iijs. 
Wodcoks the dosen^ iiij^. 
Plovers grey the dosen^ iijs. 
Bastarde Plovers the dosen, ijs. \)d. 
Maries the dosen^ xviij£?. 
Henne spyts the dosen^ xvHj. 
Larks the dosen^ vjcT. 
Buntyogs the dosen^ itijd^. 
Greatte byrds the dosen, vjrf. 
Eggs from Ester to Myghelmas^ xvjd. 
Eggs from Myghelmas tyll Ester^ xxcl. 
Butter swete from Ester to Hallontyd the pownde, 

ijd. 
Butter swete from Hallontyd tell Ester the pownde^ 

iijrf." 

" [1536] Md. the xvjth day of Aprell the xxvijth 
yere of the reigne of Kinge Henry the viy that John 
Wylkynson of Busshopgate strete In London^ 
scourer of sinks^ hath couvenanted and bargayned 
w' Edmunde Pekham, Coferer'; Thomas Hatterlyf 
and Edwarde Weldon^ clerks of the g'nclothe and 
William Tliynne, clerc, comptroller of the kings 
hon'able housholde ; that he the saide John Wilkyn- 
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son for the wa^ of xxyj«. viijif . and oon cote clothe, 
color red, of the price of vs. viijrf. to be paied and 
geven vnto hym yerely, the said wags to be to hym 
qrterly paid by even porcionz : shall scoure, dense 
and substancially make clene all and eu'y of the 
synks belonginge vnto the kechyns wHn any of .the 
kyngs houses at Wyndesor, Rychemont, Hampton- 
co't, the More, Westm'. Grenewiche, and Eltham 
euery qu*ter of the yere oone tyme yerely, if that 
he so often shal be commanded by any of the officers 
aboue mencyoned to do the same; and if he shall 
at any tyme refuse so to do, then he to haue his 
q'rter wags or more as the cace shall requyre, de- 
faulted and taken away. In wittyness herof the 
said John Wilkinson to this agreement hath putte 
his m'ke the daye and yere aboue wrytten/' 

** Asysse of talwod, byllet, tysard and fagott : 

Euery shyld of talwod in lenght iiij foote of assyse 

besyd the Carf. 
Euery taishyld of on [one] in the mydes to be of 

gretnes xx ynches of assysse. 
Euery taishyld of ij of gretnes in y* mydes xxvj 

ynches. 
Euery taishyld of iiij xxxviij ynches of assyse. 
Euery taishyld of v xliiij ynches. 
And that no taishyld be made of any moo shyldes 

than V. 
Euery bedd of fagotte to be in lenght iij foote and 

the bande contayne }ij quarters of a yarcle be- 

syde the knotte, 
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Akid that no byllet be put to sale but syngle byllet» 

wythe owt any marke. 
£u^ Essex byllet conteyn in lenght iij fobtte, 

w' the carfe ; in gretnes in mydes xv ynch«s/' 

*^ M'd. That the lorde meyor of the cetey of 
London for the tyme beyng, may and doth assise 
after what rate and pryce the Colyers bryng Colys 
to the said cetey than shall "sele the same. 

It. The said lorde mayor hath officers appoynted 
to se that eu'y Cole sake comyng to the Cetey be 
of lenght ij yerde and in brede iij q'rs of yerde; 
w^ sake ought to holde yf it be well and truyly fylled 
vij bz. 

It. If it be at eny tyme founde the said saks to 
be defectyue and not of suche contents as aboue 
said, the said officers may, and doth from tyme to 
tyme take the sake so fawte and kepe the same till 
a tyme appynted for the bornyng of the same in the 
open market place. 

It. There is a lawe that in eu'y warde w4n the 
Cety ther shall be. a grate sake w^ cont. viij bz, & 
y* p'ce of Colys to be set by my lorde mayer and 
the aldermen both wynter & somer as the case 
' shall reqiiere, and now at this present tyme y* p'ce 
ys at y'njd the quart' sessed and to be mesered." 

^^ An order taken at the king's palice of Westm. 
w^ the hiegh constable hedborowes and-pety con- 
stables and other inhabito's dwellingi^ w4n the 
hondred of Roupley, for the well s'uinge of the 
king's highnes w' ther cariage as well in wynter 
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air som'. & to be of suelie Aomber as herafter U 
specified ; and in case tbey fawte of the same 
xkombsey they ar well contented to byde theifore 
sucbe ponyshment as shal bethought mete for there 
mysb^hauyor don in this behalf. 
. Richard Swyster^ on of the high^ constables of 
Roupley honderte^ hath these vilags vnder his rule: 

Somr. Wynter. 

Bexley..** •••• iiij ij. 

North Cray •••••«••.•. ij. • • • • j. 

Roupley '•••• j j« 

Sainte mary craye* • • • iiij. • • • • iiij. 

Orpinton •••••• •••••• ij ij. 

Cfaiesylhyrste iiij. •••• iij. 

Polliscraye n n. 

Fotyscraye •• ••• n. •••• n. 

WilFm Cawsten, another of the highe consta- 
bles of Roupley, hath these vilags v^der his rule : 

fletbese •••••«•••«•• j j. 

Fameb(»*owe • • j. •••« y 

Chellysfeld • ij« •«•• ij. 

Knokneold ,•. j. ••«. j. 

Codihame •»•••••%•• ij. •••« ij^ 

Downe • • j. ••.» j. 

Kyston»*.... ..*.^«». n n. 

West Whikhaai;« • • • • • j- •••• j- 



•am 



xxvjt. xanj 
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JTBWS IN ENGLAND. 

The following list of Jews is. supposed to preserve 
the names of the first settlers here of that nation. 
It was found among the MSS. of Mendes Pa Costa, 
and marked by him as received lErom Dr. Chauncey. 
The orthography shows it to have been made by 
some person of that persuasion, who had attained 
but a slight knowledge of the English language ; 
and the hand-writing is certainly of about the mid^- 
die of the l/th century. Though the re-admifsion 
of the Jews was a matter largely discussed in the 
time of the Protector, their return did not take 
place until after the Restoration* In 1663, a 
minister of the Portuguese synagogue is s^d to. 
have searched the registers, and not to have disco- 
vered more than twelve Jews resident in London.. 

*^ The List of the Jewes : 

The widow Fendenadoes with her tow sonnes and 

tow seruantSjc Leadenhall strett. 
Sinor Antony Dqsousa^ Boshi^gat street. 
Sinor M'uell Rodregoes, Chrechurch laine* 
Sinor Samuell Deuega^ in Beues marks, greal^ 

Jeweller. 
Sinor Antony Rodregus Rpbles, Ducks plate, 
Sinor Josep ( DeohnezQus ? ^ . . 
Sinor Mihelll brothers ^I>»«k plate. 

Sinor Duart Henrycus, 

Sinor Perera ) Brothers at a plumers in Cbree- 

Sinor Perear C church. 
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Sinor Dauid Gaby, at; a Plumers iu Chrechurch. 
Three mor Jewes, Merchant3> at the sam hous. 
Sin. Deego Rodrego Aries, Fanchurch street. 
Sin. Dbrmedio and Sin. Soloman his sonne, St. 

tellens. 
Sin. Soloman Franlkes, Fanchurch stret. 
Sin. Manuel de Costa Berto. Ducks plate. 
Sin. Docter Boyno, Phision to the Jewes, Ducks 

plate. 
Sin. Steauen Rodregoes, near Algat. 
Sin. Fransco Gomes, St. Mary Acts. 
Sin. Moses Eatees, Chjreechurch Laine, a Jewesh 

Rubay. 
Sin. Benimam Lewme, Chrech Laine. 
Sin. Aron Gabey, Ducks plate. 
Sin. Domingoes Deserga, Ducks plate. 
Sin. Dauid Mier, Leaden Hall street. 
Sin. Moediga, Clark of the sens^oge. 

Most of them haue wifes and seruants.*' 

Mr. Lysons, in his account of Stepney, mentions 
Emanuel Mendes Da Costa, as buried at the old 
burial ground belonging to the Jews in Mile-end 
Road in 1791^ and has also given the dates of bu- 
rial of several other branches of his family .-^See 
Environs of London^ vol. iii. p. 478. 
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COkPARATIVE MANNERS OF THE ENGLISH COURT 
FORMERLY WITH THE PRESENT TIME. 

(Extracts from a MS. dated apud Eltam, Mense 

Jan. 22, Hen. VIII.) 

Thjs MS. is entitled, ^ Articles devised by his 
Royal Highness*, with advice of his Council, for 
the establishment of good order, and reformation 
of sundry errors and misuses in his household and 
chambers.' 

Chap. IIL No manner of meat to be admitted 
but what shall be meet and seasonable, and of con- 
Tienient price. 

Chap. XX. Officers of squillery to see all t^e 
Vessels, as well silver as pewter, be kept and saved 
from stealing f. Ashen cups and leathern pots are 
added in another part. 

Chap. XXX. enjoins ail his Highness's atten- 
dants not. to steal any locks or keys, tables, fc^rms, 
cupboards, or other furniture, out of gentlemen's 
or noblemen's houses, where he goes to visit ^. 

* The title of Majesty wtti not given to our kings till a reign or 
two after. 

t In the Earl of ^forthumber]and'8 household>book, intbebegin- 
ifing of the year 1500, is a note, that pewter yessels were too costly 
to be common. 

X By inTentories of household furniture, in the same book, it ap- 
pears, that what furniture was left in noblemen's houses consisted 
oldy of long tables, benches (no chairs mentioned) , cupboards, and 
bedsteads. And, when noblemen removed from one house to sno- 
wier, tapestry and arras ; bed and kitchen furniture ; cups and cans ; 
eliapel fiurnilur?{ and utensils for the bakery; joiner* smith, and 
YOI.. 1^. K 
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Chap. XXXL No officer to be admitted, in fu- 
ture, but such as be of good demeanor; and rei^ect 
to be had, that they be personages of good fashion, 
gesture, countenance, and stature; so as the King's 
hou^e, which is requisite to be the mirror of others, 
may be furnished with such as are elect, tried, and 
picked for the King's honour. 

Chap. XXXIV. No herald, minstrel, falconer, 
or other, shall bring to the court any boy or rascal. 
And by 

Chap. XXXVI. No one is to keep lads or ras- 
cals in the court to do their business for them. 

Chap. XXXVII. Master cooks shall employ such 
scullions' as shall not go about naked, or be all night 
^ on the ground before the kitchen fire. 

Chap. XLI. The knight-marshails to take good 
regard, that all such unthrifity and uncommon 
women, as follow the court, be banished. * 

Chap. XLIII. No dogs to be kept in the courr, 
but only a few spahiels for the ladies. 

Chap. XLIV. Dinner to be at ten, and supper 

at four ** 

» 

punter, with all their tooU, were constantly remoyed; and thoae o^ 
the Earl of Northumberland, in seventeen carriages. 

* It appears, by a household establishment of Lord Fairfax's, about 
1650, added to the Earl of Northumberland's household "book, 
that eleven was then become the hour of dining. Toward the end 
of the 17th century, the hour was twelve, and so remained at the 
universities until these 60 years past; but from the beginning of the 
X lot century, in London, it has gradually grown later to the pmeiit 

time, when five is the polite hour at noblemena' houses. 
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CoAP. LV. The ,king aiqi9iBits> among otli6f s, 
Mr.Norria to be gentleman waiter^ (wl^o/ by 
Chap. LXII. is alsoiidlowed to fallow him to his 
bed-chamber ;) . William Brereton^ grocmi of bis 
bed-cbaoiber^ and young Western page of it^. 

Chap; LVI. The proper officers are, between 
six and seven o'clock every morning, to make the 
fire in, and straw his highness' privy chamber. 

Chap. LXIII. Offie^s of his privy chambers 
shall be loving together; keeping secret every 
thing said or done; leaving, hearkening or ilMiuir*' 
ing where the king isi or goes^ be; it <eafly or late, 
without grudging, grumbling, mumbling, or talking 
of the king's pastime, late or early going to bed, 
or any other matter. 

Chap. LXIV. The six gentlemen uahei!s shall 
have a vigilant and reverend respect and eye to 
his Grace, so that by hi^ look or countenance, tiiey 
may know what he laeketh, or what is his pleasure 
to be had or done. 

In that chapter there b an order by: which the 
king's barber is expressly, enjoined to he cleanly, 
and' by no means to frequent the company of idle 
persons and misguided women, for fear of danger 
to the king's most royal person. 

Ditto* Accounts are to be taken of all fuel, wine, 
beer, ale, bread, and wax^ligfats, spent in his privy 
ehambers; returning to the cfaaundry all re- 

* Tliifi» three gentlemea were cnidly execnted^ mom jfars alUr, 
to Instify the king's ^ttvorce. 
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mains of mortars, torches, quarries, prickets and 
sizes *, without embezzling any part thereof. 

In page 42. Bouch of court, exclusive of meat 
and fish, is declared for every table. 

Page 52. The messes are settled for his high- 
ness, and every day table, both on flesh and fish 
days. 

Page 70. Eighteen minstrels are appointed at 
Ad, per diem each, by their names mostly Italians. 

Page 74. Rhenish and Malmsley wines are jdi- 
rected, and no other named through the bookr 

Page Jo. Coal only allowed to the king's, 
queen's, and lady Mary's chambers. 

Among incidental payments allowed herein, is a 
gift to each officer of the kitchen who marries. 
And aldo a gift to whoever brings his highness a 
present. 

Page 80. Appears an account of his highness's 
horses, as follows : coursers, young horses, hunt- 
ing geldings, hobbies, Barbary horses, stallions, 
geldings, mail boetils, pack, becage, robe, and 
stalking horses, in all 86 ; morls and morlets. 

Page 85. The queen's maids of honour to have 
a chet loaf, a manchet, a gallon of ale, and a chine 
of beef for their break&sts. 

Page 92. Injunction to the brewer not to put 
any hops or brimstone into the ale. 

Page 94. Among fowl for the tables are cror 

« Four different sises of wax-lights ; the firs^ is » square, the 
third a round of wax, with wicks in the middto* 
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cards, winders, runners, grows, and peions ; but 
neither Turkey nor G,uinea fowl. 

Among the fishes is a porpoise ; and, if it be too 
big for a horsel load, a further allowance is made 
for it to the purveyor. 

Page 105. Whenever his highness changes his 
residence, every wine cask is to be left filled up. 
By the above MS. only Rhenish and sweet wines 
are ordered to be bought; probably the French 
wines from Bordeaux and Gascony, were sent over 
of course. By the Earl's book, the wines then 
used appear to' be a red, a pale red, white, and a 
vin de Greave ; but all fi'om Bordeaux or Gascony, 
except the sweet wines. 

The manuscript ends with several proclamations: 

One is, to take up and punish strong and mighty 
beggars, rascals, vagabonds, and masterless folk, 
who hang abciiut the court. 

Another, that no one presume to hunt or hawk 
widiin four miles of any of the king's houses. 

Another, to order all such nobles aiid gentlemen, 
as repaired to the parliament, immediately to de- 
part into their severalcounties, on pain of his high 
displeasure ; and to be further punished, as to him 
or his highness council shall be thought conve- 
nient. 
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SNOLI8H LtTXURT, HOSPITALITY^ &C. IN VOBMBft 

TIMBS. . 

( From Lord Kmnei History of Man,) 

In the reign of Henry VI. the. people of .England 
fed hnt twice anlay. Hector Boyes^ in bis history 
of^Scotland, exdaiming againat the ^gro wing . hix^ 
ury! of r his eohtemporariesy says^ tiiat some persons 
wBn^ so ghltixmovb as to hav^ three m^ls a^day^ 

Lukuryy imdQubtedly^ and love M society^ tended 
taincrease the number of meals. beyond wiiat na^ 
taie requwes. 'On the pthei* hand^ there is acCmss 
that abridged the nxnnber JEoi^ some time, ^Mcb it 
the introduction of machines*' Bodily ^^ength): is 
essential to a satage^ being his xmiy tools f and ^th 
it he peifonns wonders. Machines haire rendei^d 
VK>dily strength of little importance ; and, as ZQeni 
labour less than originally, they eat lesjs in' prbEf 
pbrtidn. Ldsien toHoUinshed^ the Unglish histo- 
rian, on that article :-^^ Heretofore there hath bcsen 
anicb 'more time spent ineating and ddnking than 
Qomnionly is in these days^\for whereas of \(»ld 'MB6 
hiid breakfasts in the forenooii ; beverages, or nUn^. 
tiohs after dinner, and thereto rear suppers whenifc 
was time to go to rest ; now these odd r^astis> 
thanked be God, are very well left, and each one 
contenteth himself with dinner and supper only/ 

Then before cookery and lu3tury crept in, a mo- 
derate stomach, occasioned by the abridging bodily 
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l^bour^ made eatilig less Ifrequent than formarly. 
But llie motion did. not long continue retrograde ; 
good cookery, and the pleasure of eating in com- 
..pahy, turned the tide ^ and people now eat less at 
a time, but more frequently. 

Feasts, in former times, were carried beyond all 
bounds. William of Malmsbury, who wrote in the 
days of Henry II., says, ^ That the English were 
universally addicted to drunkenness, contimiing 
over their cups day andnig^t^ keeping open houses, 
oxid spending the income of their estates in riotous 
feasts, where eating and drinking were carried to 
excess, without any elegance.' People who live 
in a corner, imagine that every thing is peculiar tQ 
themselves. What Malmsbury says of the £ng«- 
l&h is common to all nations, in advancing from 
1^ selfishness of savages to a relish for aoeietjF^ 
but who have not yet learned to brklle their ap^ 
petites. . . ' 

'Leland mentions a feast given by 1^ Archbi^p 
bf^ork, at his installation, in the reign of Bdward 
IV. The felldwing is a specimen i^-^-SOQ quartets 
of wheat, 300 tuns <>f ale, 100 turn ^ofwkie, IflOO 
sheep, 104 oxen, 804 cdlves, 304 swine,. 2060 
geese, 1000 capons, 2000 pigs, 400 swam, 1(M 
peacocks, 1500 hot veniscm pasties, 4000 cold, 5000 
custards hot and cold. Such entertainments are a 
picture of manners. 

At that early period there was not dideovered hi 
society any pleasure but that of crowding people 
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together in hiiMiiig and feasting. The delicate 
pleasureil of conversation^ in communicating opi- 
nions^ sentipients^ and desires^ were to them ut- 
terly unknown. There appeared, however, even 
at that early period, a faint dawn of the fine arts. 
In such feasts as are mentioned above, a curious 
d^ert was sometimes exhibited, termed suttertie, 
viz. paste moulded into the shape of animals. On 
a sainVs day, angels,^ prophets, and patriarchs, were 
set upon the table in plenty. 
' The bill of fair of an entertainment, given by 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynd, to a company of 1600 
persons, on his conling of age, is 
» A sample of old English hospitality, 

which appears to have nothing in them but crowd- 
ing and cramming merely. The following passage 
is fi*om HoUinshed : ^ that the length and sump- 
•tuousness of feasts, formerly in use, are not totally 
left off in England, notwithstanding that it proveth 
very beneficial to the physicians, who most abound 
where most excess and misgovernment of oxu* bo- 
dies do appear.' He adds, that claret, and other 
' French wines, were despised, and strong wines only 
in request. The best, he says, were to be found in 
'monasteries ; for, ^ that the merchant would have 
thought his soul would go straightway to the devil, 
*if he should serve monks with other than the best.*' 
Our forefathers relished strong wine, for the 
same reason that their forefathers relished brandy. 
'■ In Scotland sumptuous entertainments were 
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oommon at marriages, baptisms, and burials. la, 
the reign of Charles IL a statute was thought ne- 
cessary to confine them within moderate bounds. 

Of old, there was much eating, with little va- 
riety J at present, there is a great variety, with 
more moderation. From a household book of the 
earl of Northumberland, in the reign of Henry 
VIIL it appears that his family, during winter, fed 
mostly on salt meat and salt fish; and with that 
view there was an appointment of 160 gallons of 
mustard. On flesh days, through the year, break- 
fast for my lord and lady was a loaf of bread, two 
jnauehets, a quart of beer, a quart of wine, half a 
chine of mutton, or a chine of beef boiled. On 
meagre days, a loaf of bread, two manchets, a 
quart of beer, a quart' of wine, a dish of butter,' a 
piece of salt fish, or a dish of buttered eggs.; 
During lent, a loaf of bread, two manchets, a 
quart of beer, a quart of wine, two pieces of salt, 
fishy six baconed herrings, four white herrings, or 
a dish of sproits. There was as little variety in 
other meals, except on festival days. That way 
of living was at the time high luxury : a lady's 
waiting- woman at present would never have done 
with grumbling at such a table. We learn from 
the same book, that the Earl had but two cooks 
for dressing victuals to more than two hundred 
domestics. In those days, hen, chicken, capon, 
pigeon, plover, partridge, were reckon^ such. 

K 2 
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ddicades as to be prohibited^ except at my lord's- 
table. 

But luxury is always creeping on, and delicacies 
beoome more familiar. Hollinshed observes, that 
#hite meats, milk, butter^ and cheese, formerly 
tite chief fdod of his countrymen, were in his time 
degraded to be the food of the lower sort ; and that- 
tiie wealthy fed upon flesh and fish. By a roll of 
the king of Scotland's household expence, anno 
1978, we find, that the art of gelding cattle was' 
known. The roll is in Latin, and the gelt ho^ 
are termed porcelli eunuchi. Mention is also 
made of chickens, which were not common on 
English tables at that time. Olive oil is also 
mentioned. 

In this progress, cooks, we may believe, came 
to make a figure. Hollinshed observes, that the 
m>bility, rejecting their own cookeiy, employed as 
cooks musical-headed Frenchmen and strangers, 
as he terms them. He says, that even merchants, 
when they gave a feast, rejected butcher^s meat, as 
unworthy of their tables, having jellies of all co- 
lours, and in all figures, representing flowers, 
trees, beasts, fish, fowl, and fruit. 

Henry Wardlaw, Archbishop of St. Andrew's^ 
observing the refinements in cookery introduced 
by James I. of Scotland, who had been eighteen 
years prisoner in England, exclaimed agiainst the 
Abuse in a Parliament held at Perth, 1433. He 



olMained a law restraiiibig soperfliioin diet/ ant 
prohibited the use of baked meat to aafiindisr tbe 
degree of gentlemen'^ on festival dajrs^ only:; ivback 
baked meat, says the Bishop, was never before 
' «eeii in Scotland. The peasants in Sicily regale 
diemselves with ice during the summer : they say^ 
that a scarcity of snow would be mor^ grievov^ to 
them than a scarcity of com. or of wine ;-^8ucb 
progress has luxury made among the populace. 
People of fashion in London and in Paris, who 
employ their whole thoughts on luaturious living, 
would be surprised to be told that they are still 
deficient in that art. In order to advance the 
luxury of the table to the acme of perfection, 
there ought to be a cook for every dish, as there 
was in Egypt a physician for every disease. 

CURIOUS HISTORY OF THE MANNERS, VIRTUES, 
VICES, CUSTOMS, LANGUAGE, DRESS, DIET, AND 
DIVERSIONS, OF THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRI- 
TAIN, FROM THE ACCESSION OF HeNRY IV. 

A. D. 1399, TO THAT OF Henry VII. A. D. 1485. 

{Collected from Dr. Henry's Hist, of Great Britain.) 

If tlie heroic Henry V. were now to arise from the 
dead, and appear in the streets of London, mounted 
on his war-horse, and clothed in complete armour, 
what astonishment would he excite ! how much 
would he be surprised at every object around him. 
If he were carried to St. Paul's, he would neither 



904 TBB AlinaVART*8 POETFOUOy &C. 

know the ehiirch nor understand the dervice : in a 
wordy be would believe himself to be in a city, and 
among a people, he had never seen. 

State irf Society. 

No very material alteration in the ranks of men 
in society took place at this period ; but there was 
a^ considerable change in their comparative im- 
portance and influence. The distinction between 
the nobility and gentry of England was now fully 
established, in consequence of the division of the 
Parliament into two hoiises ; and the former en- 
joyed several privileges, to which the latter had no 
claim. The parliament of Scotland still continued 
to meet in one house; and their nobility hai*dly 
enjoyed any peculiar advantages, except their title 
and precedency, besides those they derived from 
the greatness of their fortunes, and number of 
their followers. The citizens and burgesses of 
both kingdoms were not so much despised as they 
had been formerly ; and even the common people 
were treated with greater lenity, as their haughty 
lords often stood in need of their assistance in the 
field of battle. At this period there was a great 
t diminution of the numbers of the people of every 
rank (beggars excepted) by the depopulation of 
the country, occasioned by famine, pestilence, and 
war. 

Scarcity of English Nobility , jfc. 

What great numbers of brave men fell in the 
civil and foreign wars of Henry IV. ! what multi- 
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tudes perished in the French wars of Henry V. and 
yi. ! The English nobility and gentry engaged in 
those wars with the greatest ardour^ in the hopes 
of obtaining splendid settlements on the continent ; 
but so many of them lost their lives^ that in the 
last years of Henry V. there was not a sufficient 
number of gentlemen left to carry on the business 
of government. On this account, in the 9th of 
Henry V. a statute was enacted, allowing the king 
to continue sheriffs and escheators in their offices 
four years. In a word, before the termination of 
these foreign wars, England and France were both 
so much exhausted, that, in some campaigns, they 
could hardly bring 10,000 men into the field on 
either side. 

War of the Roses. 
The French wars were succeeded by the bloody 
contest between the houses of York and Lancaster, 
which was peculiarly fatal to persons of rank, and 
seemed to threaten them with extirpation. Accord- 
ing to Philip de Comines, one of the most credible 
histprians of that time, np fewer than 60 or 80 
princes and nobles of the blood royal of England 
lost their lives in this quarrel^ either in battle or 
on the scaffold. The same writer says, that Edward 
IV. told him one day in conversation, that in. all 
the nine pitched battles he had gained, he had 
fought on foot, and that as soon as the enemy began 
to fly^ he mounted his horse, and cried to his men. 
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to Spare the common people, and kill their leaders^ 
At the battle of Towton, three earls and ten lordi 
of the Lancaster ian party, besides a prodigious 
number of knights and gentlemen, were left dead 
on the field. At the first Parliament of Edward IV4^ 
k>ng before the conclusion of that fatal contest, th^d 
nobility of England consisted of only one didce> 
four earls, one viscount, and twenty-nine barons ; 
all' the nobility of the Lancasterian party having 
been either killed in battle or on scaffolds, or takea 
refiige in foreign countries. 

The same causes of depopulation produced Uie 
name effects in Scotland; and in both countries 
they were visible in ruined villages, uncultivated 
fields,and decayed towns and cities. Upon the whole, 
we have good reason to believe^ that there were 
not 3,000,000, probably not above 2,500,000, of all 
ages in Britain, at the end of this period. It is no 
objection to this, that we hear of numerous armies 
transported to the continent, and appearing in the 
field in Britain ; because all men, from 16 to 60, 
the clergy not excepted, were every moment liable 
to be called into the field. 

Many of the rich and great, both in England and 
Scotland, not to mention their crowned heads, ex- 
perienced the most deplorable reverses of fortune, 
and sunk into indigence and obscurity ; and some 
of the most ancient and noble families were ruined, 
and almost extirpated. The common people en-* 
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joyed few of the comforts, and sotnetitnes even 
Wanted the necessaries, of life ; and neither their 
persons nor their properties were secure. 
JRise and Decline of Chivalry. 

Chivalry flourished greatly in England in ^hc 
14th, but declined in the 15th century. Our kings 
and nobles were then so much engaged in real 
combats, that they could not pay equal attention 
to the representation of them in tilts and tourna- 
ments. It was far, however, from being extinct. 
Henry V. of England, and James I. of Scotland, 
ate highly extolled for their dexterity in tilt- 
ing ; and Richard Beauchamp, Earl 6f Warwick, 
was famous for the victories he gained, both at 
home and abroad, in those knightly encounters. 
Many of the first productions of the press were 
books of chivalry, and adventures of knights-errant. 
We meet with a great number of royal protections, 
granted by our kings to foreign princes, nobles, 
and knights, to go into England to perform feats of 
arms; and licences to their own subjects to go 
into foreign countries for the like purpose. All 
coronations and royal marriages were attended 
with splendid tilts and tournaments. 

Bravery of the British Nations at this period. 

The bravery and martial ardourof both the British 
nations never appeared more conspicuous than in 
the present period, particularly in the reign of 
Henry V. But national, as well as personal cou- 
rage, is subject to sudden and surprising changes, 
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iji^hich are sometimes produced by very trifling 
causes. There is not a more remarkable example 
of this in history, than that extraordinary revolution 
in the spirits of the French and English armies, 
at the siege of Orleans, in 1428. Before tliat pe- 
riod, the English fought like lions, ^and the French 
fled befofe them like sheep. But, as soon as the 
Maid of Orleans, a poor obscure servant girl, 
about 17 f appeared on the scene of action, the for- 
tune of war, and the spirits of the contending 
nations, were entirely changed. The French be- 
came bold and daring, the English dastardly and 
desponding. The terror of that heroine was not 
confined to the English army in France, but seized 
the great body of the people at home, and made 
many, who had entered into the service, desert, and 
bide themselves in holes and corners. This appears 
from the proclamations issued in England, com- 
manding the sherifls to apprehend those who had 
deserted, and concealed themselves for fear of the 
maid. 

Jncient English Hospitalitj/y Sfc. 
The hospitality of our ancestors at this period has 
been considered as a certain proof of the nobleness 
and generosity of their spirits. The castles of the 
powerful barons were capacious palaces, daily 
crowded by their numerous retainers, who were 
always welcome to their plentifiil tables. They had 
their privy counsellors, treasurers, marshals, con- 
stables, stewards, secretaries, chaplains, heralds. 
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poursuivants^ pages, guards, trumpeters, minstrels, 
and, in a word, all the officers of a royal court. 
The etiquette of their families' was an exact . copy 
of that of the royal household ; and some of them 
lived in a degree of splendour little inferior to that 
of the greatest kings, " Richard Neville, Earl, of 
Warwick,'* says Stow, " was ever had in great 
favour of the commons of the land, because of ex- 
ceeding household which he daily kept. in all coun- 
tries, wt\^erever he sojourned. a day; and when .he 
came, to London, he held such a house, that six 
oxen were eaten at a breakfast, and every tavern 
was full of his meat." The Earls of Douglas, in 
Scotland, befcH'e the fall of that great family, rival- 
led, or rather exceeded, their sovereigns, inpompand 
profuse hospitality. But to this manner of living, 
it is highly probable,, these great chieftains were 
prompted, by a desire of increasing the number 
and attachment of their retainers, on which, in 
those turbulent times, their dignity and even .safety 
depended, as well as by the innate genero^ty.of 
their tempers. These retainers did not. constantly 
reside in the families of their lords ; but they wore 
.their liveries and badges, frequently feasted in their 
halls, swelled their retinues on great solemnities, 
attended them on their journeys, and followed 
them to the field of battle. Some powerful chief- 
tains had so great a number of these retainers .con«- 
istantly at their command, that they set the laws at 
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dfiiBBce, were fonnidable tatbeir spyereigni^ mill 
terribte to their fdlow^sobjects $ and sev^ml lawi 
were made agunst giving and rieceivingliveries ; 
widch^ however/ produced little effect at this periodi 

But iK^dpitality was practiced raAer more than 
it is at present by persons in the middle and lower 
ranks of We. This was owing to .the scardiy of 
inns^ which obliged ' travellers and strang'ers^ to 
appiy to private persons for lodging and ent^taln^ 
»eiit ; and those who relieved them hospitabljf^ 
acquired a right to a similar reception. This wad 
80 muoh the case in Scotland/ that^ in the year 
1424, James ^ I. procured an act of Parliameitf, 
ovdering inns to be set Up in all borough towns 
aad thoronghf^es. Btit travellers had been 06 
long accustomed to lodge in private houses, tbA 
iiase public inns were quite neglected ; which, on 
the petition of the innkeepers, produced another 
act, prohibiting travellers to lodge in private houses 
where there were inn6 (ho^Udries), under the 
penalty of 40s., to which both the host and guest 
were subject. 

Religious Ceremonies. ■' ''- 

The people of Britain were not chargeable with 
the neglect of tbe ceremonies of religion at this 
period* Many of them dpent much of their time 
and money in perforin ing those ceremonies. Not 
to mention the almost constant service in cathedrris 
and conventieal churches, all the great barons had 
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chaplains in their castles^ which much resembled 
cathedrals in the number of their clergy and cbo^- 
listers ; the richness of their furniture and images; 
and the pomp and regularity with which Divine 
service was daily performed. The Earl of Nor- 
thumberland^ for instance, had constantly in his 
family a dean of his chapel, who was a doctor of 
diHnity, a sub^dean, and nine other priests ; eleven 
sinking men, and six singing boys ; all, twenty* 
eight; who daily performed the service in his 
cftapel, at Matins, Liady-mass, Even-song, and 
Cbmplyne. The four first singing men acted as 
organists weekly, by tum$;. TTiis Wvts a very splen- 
did! and expensive establishment, consisting of 
greater numbers than are now to be found in several 
cathedrals. 

But the religion of our ancestors in those time^ 
was fto 43trongly tinctured with gross superstitioi^ 
Aat it had little tendency to enlighten their minds> 
regulate their passions, or reform their lives. Thieir 
creed contained articles, which their very senses^ 
if they durst have used them, might have convinced 
them could not be true. The ceremonies of their 
worship were mere mechanical operations, in which 
their minds had little or no coneem-; and they 
were taught to place their hopes of Divine favour 
on such fallacious grounds as the pardons of a venal 
priest, the patronage of a saint pilgrimage, fast- 
ings, flagellations, and the like. But the most 
odious feature of the religion of those times, was 
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its horrid cruelty and intolerance, which prompted 
them to . burn their fellow-christians to ashes, be- 
cause they dared to think for themselves, and to 
worship Grod in a manner which they deemed more 
acceptable than the established forms. 

Morals uninfluenced by Religion. 
One evidence that the religion of this period had 
little influence on the morals of the people, is, that 
perjury prevailed to a degree that is hardly cre- 
dible ; and the obligations of the most solemn oaths 
were almost wholly disregarded by persons > of all 
ranks. Besides many examples of this in the con- 
duct of Edward IV. and Richard III., all the, lords, 
spiritual and temporal, at the famous Parliament of 
Shrewsbury, A. D. 1398, called the Great Parlia- 
ment^ took a solemn oath on the cros9 at Canter-? 
bury, never to suffer any of the acts of Parlisunent 
to be changed; and yet these same lords, in less 
than two years after, repealed all these acts. Va- 
rious ceremonies were invented, to give additional 
solemnity to oaths, and secure their observation, 
Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, A.D. 1453, 
took a most tremendous oath, with all the lords 
and knights of his court, to march an army against 
the grand Turk; but not one of them performed 
theiroaths. It is no wonder that the common.people 
;were so profligate in this respect, that not a few, 
we are told, lived by swearing for hire in the courts 
,pf judicature. 
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Propensity to Swearing. 

The English were remarkable at this period; 
among the nations of Europe, for the absurd and 
impious practice of swearing in conversation. The 
Count of Luxembourg, accompanied by the Earls 
of Warwick and StaflTord, visited the Maid of Or- 
leans in her prison at Rouen, where she was chained 
to the floor. The Count, who had sold her to 
the English, pretended that he had come to treat 
with her about her ransom. Viewing him with 
just resentment and disdain, she cried, ^ Begone ! 
you have neither the inclination nor the power to 
ransom me.' Then, turning her eyes to the two 
earls, she said, * I know that you English are de- 
termined to put me to death, and imagine, that 
after I am dead, you will conquer France. But, 
though there was a hundred thousand more God- 
dam-me^s in France than there is, they will never 
conquer that kingdom.' So early had the English 
got this odious nickname, by their too frequent use 
of that horrid imprecation. 

Otterbourne, a contemporary historian, who had 
frequently conversed with Henry VI., mentions it 
as a very extraordinary peculiarity in the character 
of that prince, that he did not swear in common 
<5onversation, but reproved his ministers and officers 
of state, when he heard them swearing. 

Superstitious Credulity. 

An excessive credulity still reigned in all the 
nations of Europe, and particularly in Britain. 
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There was nota man in England who had the least 
doaht of the reality of necromancy, and other dia- 
bolical arts. In Thomas Wakingham, one of the 
best historians of 'this period, the reader will meet 
with many ridiculous miracles, related as unques** 
tionable faidBm And the English were remarkable 
for one species of credulity peculiar to themselves, 
a firm belief in the predictions of certain jnretended 
prophets, particularly Merlin. 

The English fi^uently defeated the French in 
the field, but were generally defeated by them in 
the cabinet. Philip de Comines observes, that 
they w^e. but blundering negociators, and by no 
means a match for Ae French. 
Pr^valeni Spirit of both British Nations at this 

period. 

A fierce, and even a cruel spirit, too much pre- 
vailed in both the British nations at this period. 
This was owing to the almost constant wars in 
wUch they were engaged, which hardened their 
hearts, inflamed their passions, and familiarised 
them to slaughter. These battles were uncommonly 
fierce and sanguinary. Prisoners of distinction 
were generally put to death in the field of battle, in 
cold bipod. Assassinations were very fi'equent, 
p^|»etrated on persons of the greatest eminence, 
by kings, nobles, and near relations. Such was the 
ferocity of those times, that it infected the fair and 
g^tle HS^ and made many ladies follow the pro- 
fession of arms, particularly at the siege of Sens^ 
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in 1410. But wbat Thomas Walsingham relates 
of the womeii of Wales^ in an excursion under 
Owen Glendbur^ is too liorrid and indecent to be 
heliev^ed without extreme reluctance. 

England much infested with Robbers* 
When we consider the various circumstances of 
this period, as just related^ it is not surprising that 
England was much infested with robbers. Sir 
John Fortescue, Chief Justice of the Court of King's 
Bench, in the reign of Henry VI;, acknowledges 
that robb^y was much more freijuent in England 
Aan in France or Scotland ', and, which is remark* 
sJbie in a judge, he boasts of it as a proof of supericur 
eourage in the'* English : / It hath ben often seen 
in England, tiiat three or four thefes hath, sett upon 
seven or eight true men, and robyd them al. But 
it haA ben seen in Fraunce, that seven or eight 
thefes have ben hardy to robbe three or four true 
men, Wherfor it is right seld, that Frenchmen 
be* hangyed fo^ robbery^ tor thai; they hare no 
hertys tp do so tonrible an act. There be, ther&r, 
more men hangyed in England, in a yere, for rob^ 
berye and manslaughter, than there be hangyed in 
FVance, for such cause of crime, in seven yers. 
There is no man hangyed in Scotland in seven yers 
together for robberye ; and yet they l)e often 
tfanes hangyed for larceny and styling of goods in 
the absence of the owner therof : but there totys 
serve them not to take a manny's goods, while he 
1ft present, and will defend it 5 which manner of 
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taking is called robberye. But the English men- 
be of another corage : for if he be poer, and see 
anodier man havynge richesse, which may be 
takynge from him hf mighty he wol not spare to 
do so/ — ^Whatever becomes of the reasoning of the 
chief justice, his authority is sufficient to establish 
the fact> ttiat robbery was then more frequent in 
England than Scotland or France. 

Manners of the London Youth. 
Of the manners of the London youth in his time, 
honest Mr. Caxton thus writes : — ^ I see that the 
children ben borne within the sayd cyte encrease 
and prouffyte not like their faders and olders ; but 
for mooste parte, after that they ben comeyn to 
theyr perfight yeres of discretion and rypnes of age, 
kno well that theyre faders haue lefte to them grete 
quantite of goodes, yet scarcely among ten two 
thrive. O blessed Lord ! when I remember this, 
I am al abashed : I cannot judge the cause ; but 
fayrer ne wysa, ne bet bespeken children in theyre 
youth ben no wher than ther ben in. London ; but 
at ther ful ryping, there is no camel, ne good com 
found en, but chaff for the most part.' — On the 
whole, not to mention the vices of the clergy fit 
this period, if our ancestors were then free from 
certain follies, which are so prevalent in the pre- 
sent age, they were guilty of others, some of 
them of a very odious nature, which do not now 
prevail. Let us not, then, imagine, from an 
ill -founded veneration for antiquity, that the 
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former times were better than these. In several 
respects they were much worse, as well as more 
unhappy. 

Difference of Dialect*, Spc. 

The difference of dialect was so great in England 
at Jthis period, that, as we are told, the inhabitants 
of one county hardly understood those of another. 
^ That comynge Englishee that is spoken in one 
shire varyeth from another ; inspmuche, that in 
my dayes happened, that certain merchaunts wei^e 
in' a ship in Tamyse, for to have sailed over the 
see intoZelande, and for lacke of wynde they iaryed 
att Forland, and went to land for to refresh them ; 
and one of them, named Sheffelde, a mercer, came 
into a hows, and axed for mete, and specially he 
axed for egges ; the good wyfe answerde, that she 
could speke no French And the merchaunt was 
angry, for he also coude speak no Freoche ; but 
wolde haue bad egges, and she understode hym 
not. And thenne jat last another sayd, that he 
would have ceyren; thenne the good wyfe said, 
that she undefstode hiin.' 

Spelling in those times, as may be seen by those 
specimens, was so arbitrary and unsettled, that the 
same writer spelt the same word two or three dif--' 

* We hene omi^ what Dr. Henry sa^ o£ the language in general, 
as the reader may obtain ample inform^ion on that subject by con> 
suldng the ' Histoiy of the English Language/ by Dr.jQhnson^ pre- 
yed to the genuine edition of his Dictionary. 

VOL. I. L 
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finrent wa^s in the same page. In shorty every 
writer contented himself with putting together any 
combination of letters that occurred to him at the 
time^ which he imagined would suggest the word 
he intended to his readers, without ever reflecting 
what letters others used, or he himself had used, 
on former occasions, for that purpose. 

Prevalence of Custom. 

Customs, long established, are apt to be con- 
tinued, after the circumstances from which they 
originated have long ceased. No custom could be 
more inconvenient and unreasonable, than to com- 
pofse and promulgate the laws of a country In a lan- 
guage which few of the legislators, and hardly any 
of the other inhabitants, understood. The numerous 
statutes made in the reigns of Henry IV., V., and 
VI., and of Edward IV., except a very few in Latin, 
were composed and promulgated in French, though 
that language was then very little understood or 
usedinEngland. Richardlll. and his Parliament, in 
1483, put an end to this absurd custom, by framing 
their acts in the English language. 

Clothing of the English at this period. 

That the English of this period, who had great 
abundance of excellent wool, were comfortably 
clothed, is certain, from the testimony of Sir John 
Fortescue, who, in proving that the English, who 
lived under a limited monarchy, were much hap- 
pier than their rivals, the French, who lived under 
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«k despotic governmient^ gives the fdlowing as a^^ 
example. ^ The French weryn no wpllyn, but if 
it be. a pore cote^ under their uttermost . garment^ 
made of grete canvas^ and call it a frok. Their 
hosyn be of like canvas, and passin not tbcfir knee ; 
wherefor they be gartered^ and their thighs bare. 
Their wifs and children gone bare fote« But the 
English wear fine wooled cloth in all their apparel* 
They have also abundance of bed-covering in their 
houses, and of all other woollen stufTe/ It is pro- 
bable, however, that Sir John speaks .oaly of yeo- 
men, substantial farmers, and artificers : for it ap- 
pears> from an act made in 1414, for regulating 
the wages and clothing of servants employed in 
husbandry, that their dress and furniture could 
ItfO'dly answer the above description, By that law, 
abailifl^or overseer, was to have an allowance of 
5f . a-year for his clothing ; a hind,, or principal 
servant, 4$. ; and an ordinary servant, 3s. 4d., each 
equivalent to 50^., ^9^j and 33^, 4^., at present. 
But as sil these persons were allowed meat, drink, 
and wages, they might be decently ^ad comfort- 
ably clothed, by expending a part of their wages on 
their clothing : the dr^^ss of the labourers and 
c^mm,on people appears to have been simple and 
well-contrived, consisting of shoes, hose made of 
cloth> breeches, a jacket and coat buttoned, and 
fastened about the body by a belt* They covered 
thtor heads with bonnets of cloth. As they could 
not afibrd to follow the caprices of .fashion, th? 
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dress o£ both sexes continued teearly the same for 
several ages. 

Distinctions in Society, as relate to Dress. 
It has been an ancient and universal custom to 
distinguish the diflferent ranks of society by different 
robes and dresses. The robes worn by the kings, 
d^ukes, &c. in England, have been so often des- 
cribed, that a detail of them would be unneces- 
sary. The robes of the earls, lords of parliament, 
and burgesses, in the parliaments of Scotland, 
were prescribed by the following law, made in the 
reign of James II. A. D. 1455 : ^^ It is statute and 
ordain it, that all Erles sail use mtotellis of browne 
granit, oppin befoir, fumit with quhyte lyning^ 
and lynit before outwith an hand braid to the belt 
steid, with samen furring, with lytell buds of the 
samen claith, and to be usit upon their schuldaris. 
And the uther Lordis of parliament to ^five an 
mantell of reid, rychtswa oppenit before, and lynit 
with silk, or furrit with cristy gray greece, or 
punay, togidder with an hude of the samen cloth, 
fiirrit as said is. And all Commissaries of Bur-> 
rowis, elk ane to have one pair of clothis of blew; 
furrit fute syde, oppin on the rycht schuldar, fur^ 
rit as affeiris, and with hudes of the samen, as is 
said. And quhat £rl. Lord of Parliament, Com- 
missaries of Burrowis, that enteris in parliament 
or general counsoU but (without) the said habit 
furit, shall furthwith pay thareafter ten pundsto 
the king unforgiven/' And advocates, who.^poke 
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for money in parliament, are commanded ^^ to 
have habits of grene, of the fassoun of a tunekil^ 
and the sieves to be oppin as a talbert." What aH 
antic and ridiculous appearance would an advocate 
of the present age make at the bar in this dress ! 

Fa8hians4md Dress ofthejine Gentlemen of this period. 

Of the fashions in general, it may be observed^ 
that folly is fickle when it is let alone, but obsti^ 
nat^ when opposed. No fashion could be more 
absurd and troublesome than that of the long* 
pomted shoes, with which one could not ^alk 
till they were tied with chains. This fashion was 
condemned by the papal bulls, and the decrees 
of councils, and declaimed against with great ve- 
hemence by the clergy; and yet it prevailed, in 
fiome degree, almost three centuries. At length 
the parliament of England^ by an act, A. D. 14€3^ 
prohibited the use of boots and shoes with pikes 
exceeding two inches in length, and all shoemakers 
from making shoes or boots with longer pikes, 
under severe penalties : but even this was not su£. 
ficient to put an end to this ridiculous fashion, till 
the dreadful sentence of excommunication was de- 
nounced against all offenders against this law. 

At this period, the dress of the fine gentlemen of 
England was remarkably light. Their stockings 
and breeches were of one piece, as tight to their 
limbs as possible, like the tartan trouse of the gerir 
tlemen in the Highlands of Scotland. Their coats 
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or jackets were very shprt, reaching only an inch 
Of two below tibe top of their breeches ; and John 
Rx>w% of Warwick, complains bitterly, that by the 
shortness of their coats they exposed those parts to 
view which ought to be concealed. Parliament 
also, in the same year, passed an act, that no man 
should wear a jacket but what was of such a 
length, that when he stood upright it should hide 
his buttocks. But the power of fashion was greater 
thaa thk power of parliament. Long hair was 
much admired by the gay, and as much condemned 
by the grave, particularly the clergy. John Rows 
reproaches the beaux of his time for suffering their 
long hair to cover their foreheads, on which they 
had been marked with the sign of tlie cross at their 
baptism. On their heads they wore bonnets of 
cloth, silk, or velvet, adorned with pearls and pres- 
cious stones* In winter and bad weather they used 
mantks, which were sometimes as short as then* 
jackets, and at other times so long^ that their 
sleeves reached the ground. These itre thus ridi- 
culed by the poet Occleve i— 

" Now bath this land little need of broomes^ 
To sweep away the filth out of the streetej 

F<Mr side sleeves of pennyless groomes 
Will it uplicke> be it dry or weete." 

When the Prince of Wales, afterwards Henry V, 

* waited upoh his father, in order to make his pea^e, 

he tvas dressed iti a mantle or ^wn of blue satiii, 

fitll of small eyelet-holes, with- a needle hanging 
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bjT d silk thread at every hcle. This dresd was 
truly ridiculoiis^ but it was the fashion. 

. : The If ead* Dresses of the Ladies 
\ Were exceedingly large, lofty, and bro^. This 
fashion prevailed long both in France and Eng* 
land, and at lengtih arrived at a most enormous 
pitch. When li^abel, the vain, voluptuous consort 
of Charles VI. kept her court at Vincenne^ in 1416, 
it wljis found necessary to make all the doors of the 
palace both higher and wider, to admit the head- 
dresses of the queen itnd her ladies. To support 
the breadth of these dresses, they had a kind of 
artificial horn on eac^h side of the bead, bending 
upwards, on which many folds of ribbon were sus- 
pended. From the top of the horn, on the right 
side, a streamer of silk, or some other light fabric, 
wda hiing, which was sometimes allowed to fly 
^oose, and sometimes brought: over the bosom^ 
and wrapt about the left arm. In a word, the 
extrayagance to which both sexes . proc^e^pd in 
dre$s was such, ' that the parliaments of England 
and Scotland attempted to restrain it by suniptuary 
laWs. ' 

The Diei of the People of England in generqlf if 
we cbay believe Sir John Fortescue, was n^i;ther 
coM'se nor scanty^ ^* They drink,'* says he, *^ no 
water, except when they abstain from other drinks, 
by way of penance, and from a principle of devp? 
ti(m. They eat plentifully of all kinds of fish an4 
flesh, with which their country abounds.'"; This 
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waiB intended probably for a description of the 
manner in which persons of good circumstances, 
in the richest parts of the kingdom, lived, in years 
of plenty* It must be observed also, that the chief 
design of this patriotic writer, was to convince his 
royal pupil, Prince Edward, that the subjects of a 
limited monarch were much happier than the 
slaves of an absolute sovereign. With this view, 
he painted both the plenty and prosperity of the 
English, and the poverty and misery of the French, 
in the strongest colours : *^ The commons in France," 
says he, " be so impoverished and destroyyed, they 
drinke water, they eate apples, with bred right 
brown made of rye. They eate no flesche, but if it 
be selden, a littill larde, or of they entrails or beds 
of bests sclayne for the nobles and merchants of the 
land/' But though it were true, that the English 
in general lived better than the French, (as they 
suffered less by the ravages of war and the exaction 
of government,) yet our labourers and common 
people, especially in the north of England, did not ' 
possess that plenty and variety of provisions men^ 
tioned by Sir John Fortescue. ^neas Silvius, 
afterwards Pope Pius II. assures us, that none of 
the inhabitants of a populous village in Northum* 
berland, in which he lodged, in 1437> had ever 
seen either wine or wheat bread; and that they 
expressed great surprise when they saw them on 
his table. In years of ^arcity, whic^ were too 
frequent, the common people were involve in 
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great distress, and not a few of them' died of hun- 
ger, or of diseases contracted by the use of un- 
wholesome food. 

Oood Living of the Monks and seculdr Clergy. ^^ 
Caokert/. — Glutton-Musses ^ Sfc. 

The monks in rich monasteries lived more luxu« 
riously than any other order of men in the kingdom. 
The office of chief cook was one of the great office 
in these monasteries, and was conferred, with great 
impartiality, oh that brother who had studied the 
art of cookery with most success. The historian 
of Croyland abbey speaks highly in praise of bro- 
Cher Lawrence Charteres, the cook of that monas- 
tery, who, prompted by the love of God, and zeal 
for religion, had given jg 40 (a sum equivalent to 
jg400 now,) ** for the recreation of the convent 
with the milk of almonds on fish-days." He also 
gives us a long statute that was made for the equi- 
table distribution of this almond milk, with the 
finest bread and best honey.. 

The secular clergy were no enemies to the^plea- 
sures of the table ; and some of them contrived to 
convert gluttony and drunkenness into relig^ious 
ceremonies, by the celebration of glutton-miEtsse^, 
as they very properly called them. These were 
celebrated five times a year, in honour of the 
Virgin Maiy, in this manner : — ^Early in the mori^» 
iiig, the people of the parish assembled in the 
church, loaded with meats and drinks of ait kindi. 
JMass being ended, the feast began, in wbfcb the 
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etergy and laity engaged with equal ardour. Th« 
church was turned into a tavern, a scelie of riot 
and intemperance. The priests and.pec^le of dif- 
ferent parishes entered into formal contests, which 
should have the greatest glutton-masses ; t. e. 
y^ich should devour ttke greatest quantities of 
iHeat and drink, in honour of the Holy Virgin. 
Introduction of Luxurious Liung into Scotland, l^c. 

-r-ProhihUionSf S^. 
The English noblemen and gentlemen, who ac* 
^ompanied James I. and his queen into Scotlmid 
in 1424, introduced, it is said, a more luxurious 
mode of living into that kingdom than had been 
Ibrtnerly known; and, in consequence of an ha^ 
tangue against this, by a bishop of St. Andrews, 
itl 1433, an act passed, regulating the manner in 
which all orders of persons should live, and in par^ 
ticular, prohibiting the use of pies and other baked 
meats, (then first known in Scotland,) to all un* 
der the rank of barons. 

* Erequenei/ ofMeah^ and time of taking them^ 3rc. 
' It was the custotn of great families to have four 
meals a day ; viz. breakfasts, dinners, suppers, and 
Hveries, which^was a kind of collation in their bed^ 
chambers, immediately before they went to resl. 
They breakfasted at seven, dined at ten in the fdre- 
noon, supped at four, had their liveries betweeh 
eight and nine, and soon after went to bed: /The 
.break£Bust of an earl and his countess, on Sundays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, in the hofy 



fiet of Lent, w«9 a ^^ loaf of brea4 in ttiewih^tB, 
4wo manehetts (a .«»«// loaf of the Jin^ hreadt 
itisigkt six ounces) , a quart of beer, :a qua^ pf wime^ 
two pieces of i^alt fish, six bacpned h?rrings^ fyw 
white herrings ox a dish of spirolts." This, foi? t^^ 
^persons at seve^, i» tbe mornmg, wa$ a^tolerabji^ 
callowaace for a day of fasti9g« Their suppers op 
lliese days were equally plentiful.. Their breakfast 
-ou flesh-days, ^^ a loaf of bread in trepcbers, two 
fmanchetts, a quart of beer, a quart of wiiie, half a 
ehyne of mutton, or a chyne of beef boiled. Tbe 
.liveries were two manchetts, a loaf of household 
.br^ad, a gallon of beer, and a quart of wine." The 
.winQ was wanned, and mixed with spiceries. No 
rule was fixed for dinners, as. these were the prin* 
.cipal meals at which they entertained their coin- 
pany. It is remarkable that shopkeepers, me- 
.ohanics, and labourers, breakfasted at eight in tbe 
morning, dined at noon, and. supped at six in the 
evening, which were later hours than those of the 
nobility. 

Establishment^ Sfc. of the Barons. 
The barons not only kept numerous households, 
but very frequently entertained still greater num^ 
bers of their friend^,. retainers, and vassals. These 
entertainments were conducted with inuch formal 
|K)mp, but not with equal delicacy and cleanliness. 
-The lord of the mansi(Mi sat in state, in his great 
chamber, at tbe head of his Iojd^ clumsy oaken board; 
and his guests were seated pa each side, on long 
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hat A benches or forms, exactly according' to the^ 
stations ; and happy wa$ the man whose rank en^ 
titled him to be placed above the great &mily 
silver-salt in the middle. The table was loaded 
with capacious pewter dishes^ filled with salted 
beef^ mutton and butcher's meat of all kinds, with 
venison, poultry, sea-fowl, wildfowl, game, fish, 
&c. dressed in different ways, according to. the 
fashion of the times. The sideboards were plentt'- 
fully furnished with ale, beer, and wines, which 
were handed to the company when called for,, in 
pewter and wooden cups, by the mareschals, 
grooms, yeomans, and waiters of the chamber, 
ranged in particular order. But with all this pomp 
and plenty, there was little elegance. The guests 
were obliged to use their fingers instead of forks, 
which were not yet invented. They sat down to 
table ^t ten in the morning, and did not rise from 
it till one in the afternoon ; by which three of the 
best hours in the day were consumed in gorman- 
dizing. 

Diversions and Games, &c. 
The diversions of people of rank, such as tilts and 
tournaments, hunting, &;c. and those of the common 
people, boxing, wrestling, &c. continued much the 
same for about five centuries after the Norman 
conquest. But in the course of this period, card- 
playing was first introduced into Britain. Playing- 
cards were made, and probably first invented, 
about the end of the fourteenth or beginning of the 
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.fifteenth century^ by Jaquemain Gregonneur^ a 
painter in Paris, for the amusement, in his lucid 
intervals, of that unhappy prince, Charles VI* as 
is evident from the following article in his trea- 
sfurer's account: "Paid 56 shillings of Paris, to 
J. Gregonneur, the painter, for three packs of 
cards, gilded with gold, and painted with diverse 
colours and diverse devices, to be carried to the 
king for his amusement." From this it appears, 
that playing-cards were very different in appear- 
ance and price from what they are at present. 
They were gilded, and the figures painted or illu- 
minated, which required no small genius, skill, and 
labour. The price, as above, for three packs, was 
a considerable sum in those times ; a circumstance 
which, perhaps, prevented playing-cards from be- 
ing much known or used many years after they 
were invented. By degrees, however, cards be- 
came cheaper and more common; and we have 
the evidence of an act of parliament, that both 
card-playing and card-making were known and 
practised in England before the end of this period. 
On an application of the card-makers of London to 
parliament, A. D. 1463, an act was made against the 
importation of playing-cards. But if the progress 
of card-playing vras slow at first, it has since be- 
come sufficiently rapid and extensive, to the ruin 
of many that have spent too much of their time in 
that infatuating amusement. 
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Dress of the different Orders of Society in Eng^ 
land and Scotlandy during the reigns of Henry the 
Seventh and Eighth. 

The dress of the nobility during the reigns of 
Richard and Henry VII. was grotesque and fantas- 
tical^ such as renders it difficult at first to distin- 
guish the sex. Over the breeches was worn a pet- 
ticoat; the doublet was laced^ like the stays of a 
pregnant woman^ across a stomacher^ and a gown 
or mantle with wide sleeves descended over the 
doublet and petticoat down to the ankles. Com- 
moners were satisfied, instead of a gown, with 
•a frock or tunic shaped like a shirt, gathered at 
the middle, and fastened round the loins by a gir- 
dle, from which a short dagger was generally 
suspended. But the petticoat was rejected after 
,,the accession of Henry VUI. when the trowsers or 
light breeches, that displayed the minute symmetry 
of the limbs, was revived, and the length of the 
doublett'and mantle diminished. 

The fashions which the great have discarded, are 
often retained by the lower orders, and the form 
of the tunic, a Saxon garment, may still be disco- 
vered in the waggoner's frock 3 of the trause, and 
perhaps of the petticoat, in the different trowsers 
that are worn by seamen. 

.. These habits were again diversified by minute 
decorations and changes of fashion : fi'om an opi- 
nion that corpulence contributes to dignity, the 
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doublet was puckered, stuffed, nod distended round 
thfe body; the sleeves were swelled into lar^e ruffs; 
and the breeches bolstered about the hips; but bow. 
^ we to describe an artificial protuberance^, gross 
sad indecent in the age of Henry VIII. if we judge 
from his,^ and the portraits of others, a familiar ap-< 
purteiiaiice to the dress of the sovereign, the knight, 
and mechanic, at a future period retained in comedy 
le a favourite theme of licentious merriment ? The 
doublet and breeches were sometimes slashed, and 
with the addition of a. short cloak, to which a stif- 
fened leap was peculiar, resembled the national 
dress of the Spaniards. The doublet is now trans-^ 
formed into a waistcoat, and the cloak or mantle^ 
to which the sleeves of the doublet were trans^ 
jferred, has been coiiverted gradually into a mo- 
dei'n coat; but the dress of the age was justly 
censured as inconvenient and clumsy^ ^ Men's 
servants,' to whom the fashions had descended 
with the clothes of their' masters, ^ have suche 
pleytes,' says Fitzberbert, * upon theyr brestes, 
-and ruffes uppon theyr sieves, above theyr elbowe^^ 
4hi^ yf their may^er, or theym selfe, hadde nev& 
.so greatte neede, they coude not shoote one sliote 
to hiuiie theyr ennemyes, till they had caste of theyr 
coats, or cut of theylr slevisi.' The dress of the 
peasantry was similar, but more convenient, qoq- 
sisting generally of trunk hose^ and a doublet, of 
' coarse ^nd durable fustian. 
/ Thj& materials! employed iti dress weif0 rich and 
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expensive ; cloth of gold, furs, silks, and velvetB,- 
profusely embroidered. The habits of Henry VIII. 
. and his queen, on their procession to the Tower 
previous to their coronation, are described by Hall, 
an historian delighting in shows and spectacles.- 
' His grace wared in his uppermost apparell a robe 
of crimsyn velvet, furred with armyns j his jacket 
or cote of raised gold; the placard embroidered 
with diamonds, rubies, emeraudes, greate pearles, 
and other riche stones ; a greate banderike about 
his necke, of large bolasses. The queue was ap- 
parelled in white satyn embrodered, her haire 
hangying down to her backe, of a very great 
length, bewteful and goodly to behold, and on her 
faedde a coronall, set with many riche orient stones.' 
The attire of females was becoming and decent, 
similar in its fashion to their present dress, but 
less subject to change and caprice. The large and 
fantastic head-dresses of the former age were su- 
perseded by coifs and velvet bonnets, beneath which 
the matron 'gathered her locks into tuffs or tussocks ; 
but the virgin^s head was uncovered, and her hair 
braided and fastened with ribbons. Among gen- 
tlemen, long hair was fashionable through Europe, 
till the Emperor Charles, during a voyage, de- 
voted his locks for his health or safety; and in 
England, Henry, ^ a tyrant even in taste, gave effi- 
cacy to the fashion by a peremptory order for his 
attendants and courtiers to poll their heads. The 
sfune spirit induced him, probably, by sumptuary 
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laws^ to regulate the.dress of his subjects. Cloth 
of gold or tissue was reserved for the dukes and 
marquesses ; if of a purple colour, for the rpyaj 
family. Silks and velvets were restricted to com^ 
moners of wealth or distinction ; but embroidery 
was interdicted from all beneath the degree of an* 
earl. Cuffs for the sleeves, and bands and ruffs 
for the neck, were the invention of this period 5 
but felt hats were of earlier origin,^ and were still 
coarser and cheaper than caps or bonnets. Pockets, 
a convenience known to the ancients, are perhaps 
the latest real improvement in dress 5 but instead 
of pockets, a loose pouch seems to have been 
sometimes suspended from the girdle. 

The Scottish was apparently the same with the 
English dress, the bonnet excepted, peculiar both 
in its colour and form. The masks and trains, 
and superfluous finery of female apparel, had been 
uniformly prohibited; but fashion is superior to 
human laws, and we learn from the satirical in-r 
vectives of poets, that the ladies still persisted in 
retaining their finery, and muzzling their faces. 



MANNERS, VIRTUES, VICES, REMARKABLE CUSTOMS, 
&C. DURING THE REIGNS OF HENRY VII. AND VIII. 

Among nations whose government is monarchical, 
the supreme magistrate is exalted to a prince, and 
invoked by titles scarcely compatible with human 
{\fiture; while the people, frQin whom his audio? 
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tity originates^ and on whose breath bis existence 
depends^ are in history regarded only as subser* 
vient to him. Their annals- are adjusted and 
marked by his reign, filled with his pnblic traofrp 
actions or secret policy ; and as every achievement 
is ascribed to his auspices, it is his life rather than 
their history that is recorded for the benefit of 
Succeeding gen^ations. From the public trans- 
actions, or the dark and dishonest intrigues of 
princes, the transition to the private character of 
the people is grateful ; yet there our attentioa is 
still irresistibly attached to the sovereign, whose 
example either extends to society, or whose court 
is an index to the manners, customs, and taste of 
the age. 

The National Spirity Sfc. — Mannerly 8fc. 
It is observable that the spirit of a ! nation is 
Subject to firequent and sudden vicissitudes ; that 
it passes from the extremes of religious phrenzy, or 
civil discord, to a state of inactive or cold mdif^ 
ference. The English, after : a long interruption^ 
obtained by the union of the rival roses the bless* 
ings of a permanent government and domestic 
concord, and were unwilling to forfeit these by the 
rash renewal of their former troubles. The power 
of the nobles was broken, and their numbers di- 
minished ; the policy of the crown had suppressed 
their retainers; war^ or the progress of societ)r^ 
had either destroyed or enfranchised th^ir.bteds'- 
men ; nor were armies ready to starts tiis formerly^ 
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at the sound of their trumpets. Their depression, 
and the disusage of slavery, produced a salutary 
alteration on the ranks of society, removing the 
materials as well as the causes of future commo* 
tions; but on the removal of these, an important 
change is perceptible in the spirit both of tbe go* 
vemment and people. The regal power, con- 
tracted hitherto by that of the nobles, subsisted 
after the decline of their influence, without oppov 
sition and without restraint. Government was 
sanguinary ; the people were passive and submis- 
sive to rapacious vindictive tyrants, at whose plea- 
sure the laws were either superseded or perverted. 
The scaffold streamed with the blood of the nobles, 
and the flames of persecution consumed the reli- 
gious : but the people suffered with patience, re- 
signed the constitution to their monarch, and 
received as their religion whatever his caprice or 
lis passions might dictate. Other nations, amid 
the remains of chivalry (the force of which was not 
yet exhausted) discovered in their government 
much of their present moderation and lenity ; and 
the contemporary reigns of Charles and of Francis 
exhibited despotic authority mitigated by refihe- 
ment, mild in its exercise, and unstained by san- 
guinary exertions of power. In England, a ty- 
rannical government argues a more barbarous 
state of society. The people were inured to blood- 
■^fihed by the civil wars ; and while their own secii^ 
rity remained unaffected, beheld the fhte of their 
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superiors with supine indifference, or perhaps with 
B secret malignant pleasure. Grovemment, it is 
true, was always vigilant to suppress their mur- 
murs ; and Henry VUI. condescended repeatedly 
to court thdur affections : religious contests served 
to balance their hopes and their fears ; and the re- 
ligious parties into which they were divided, ap- 
plauded alternately every tyrannical action of 
Henry's reign. Perhaps they esteemed his cha- 
racter ; but their's is marked by a tame servility, 
unexampled hitherto in the annals of England. 

Their manners, though comparatively rude, at- 
tained in the present period to considerable refine- 
ment ; of which, however, it is difficult to ascertain 
the precise degree, impossible to distinguish the 
minute gradations. Foreigners who visited th^ 
country, have transmitted a favourable report of 
the inhabitants ; and Polydore Virgil, with a visible 
partiality, pronounces that their's resembled the Ita- 
lian manners ; but Erasmus informs us, that thei|r 
manners participated of those nations firom whom 
they originated, exhibiting a mixture neither so 
refined as the French, nor so rude as the German. 

The resort of foreigners was considerable, and 
apparently acceptable to all ranks, the plebeians 
excepted, who, like their own mastiffs, are still 
noted for their antipathy to strangers. The nobility 
md gentlemen of opulence began to travel, for 
improvement, through Europe, to study the lan- 
guages, and acquire the refinement of different 
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courts* ; and by this intercourse with foreigners at 
home and abroad, without supplanting, to correct 
the rudeness of the national manners. If the cha- 
racter, however, of a court be assumed from the 
sovereign, these manners in the court of Henry 
VII. must have been rude indeed. On arriving at 
a village where Catharine of Arragon, after landr 
ing in England, was lodged for the night, Henry 
was told, that the princess had already retired to 
rest ; but he annoimced his intention of visiting 
her bed-side, obliged her to rise and dress to re- 
ceive him, and affianced her that evening to his son 
Arthur. Henry VIII. affected more gallantry, and 
his court was distinguished by superior politeness ; 
but that romantic gallantry, which was congenial 
to , Francis and James IV., was adopted througl^ 
emulation, and sat with visible constraint upon 
Charles, who disregarded, . and upo^ Henry, who 
forgot, his youthful professions of respect for the 
&ir. His passions were impetuous, his gallantry 
was indiilicate, yet his character brave, frank, and 
generous, like his grandfather Edward, though, 
like his father Henry, rapacious and jealous^ at^ 
tracted the nobility, and encouraged a magnificence 
unknown till tbe^ in the English court. The no- 

* Surry, Wyat, and others, liad trarell^ ; and it is said, that the 
first of the Bedford family distinguished at court was a Mr. Russel, 
who had acquired, by travelling, the language of the continent, and 
v«B employed by Sir John Trenchard, his kinsman, to attend on 
Philip of Anstxiay as his interpreter du^ng lu8 journ^ to court 



238 THB antiquary's poetfolio, &c. 

bilitjr, who had formerly shunned the €(mn, unless 
at seasons when their appearance was necessary *, 
begfan to frequent it in Henry's reign j they ex- 
changed their solitary dignity f<»* social inter* 
course, exhausted their revenues in ostentatious 
magnificence, and while their existence literally 
depended on the smiles or frowns of a capricious 
master, acquired the frivolous, the pleasing refine- 
ment of courtly manners. 

Defective state of Education^ kc 
But polish of courts is imparted only to a portion 
of society, and the refinement of the people -may be 
estimated perhaps by their means of improvement, 
their early education, and domestic manners. Their 
education, at the present period^ was extremely 
defective. Schools were rare; and, before the 
Reformation, young men were educated in monas- 
teries, women in nunneries, where the latter were 
instructed in writing, drawing, confectionery^ 
needle-work, and, what was regarded then as a 
female accomplishment, in physic and surgery. 
The acquisitions of the former were confined^ to 
writing, and a tincture probably of barbarous 
Latin ; but ignorance was still so common, that 
Fitzherbert recommends to gentlemen unable to 
commit notes to writing, the practice of notching 
a stick, to assist their memory. When removed 
from these seminaries to the houses of their parents, 

• During Parliament, or once a-year, to perform their homage. 
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both sexes were treated in a maimer that precluded 
Unproveinent. 

Perhaps the best criterion of civilized society, is 
the free intercourse and reciprocal confidence be- 
tween parents and their offspring ; a situation in 
which an indulgent equality supersedes authority, 
and conciliates mutual esteem and affection. But 
domestic manners were severe and formal; a 
haughty reserve was affected by the old, and an 
abject deference exacted from the young. Sons^ 
when arrived at manhood, are represented as 
standing, uncovered and silent, in their father's 
presence; and daughters, though women, were 
placed like statues at the cup-board ; nor permitted 
to sit, or repose themselves, otherwise tlian by 
kneeling on a cushion^ till their mother departed. 
Some austere manners were prevalent even in 
France, and peculiar rather to the nation ; but the 
English, it is to be feared, discover a latent, un- 
feeling ferocity, in the relentless rigour of their 
domestic tribunals. Omissions were punished by 
stripes and blows ; and chastisement was carried 
to such excess, that the daughters trembled at the 
sight of their mother, and the sons avoided and 
hated their father. These circumstances indicate 
that the manners of the people were ceremonious 
and stately, their refinement artificial, adopted only 
in their external intercourse, not habitual, nor. 
retained to purify domestic life. 
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History of Chivalry at ihis Period. 
Though its influence diminished daily, chivah*y 
still subsisted as a splendid spectacle, supported by 
the mutual emulation of princes, their enthusiastic 
giallaotry, or their predeliction for arms and ex* 
ploits of valour. Francis, and James IV., imbibed 
the genuine spirit of chivalry ; and in an age when 
draft begian to predominate in politics, their con- 
duct was often preposterously adjusted by the pre- 
cipitate dictates of romantic honour. The intro- 
duction of refinement and taste in Scotland is 
ascribed to the espousals of James and Margaret ; 
but though the people were fierce and untractable, 
the court was polished ; and the king, whose de* 
portment during the celebration of his nuptials was 
remarked and recorded, displayed the courtesy of 
an accomplished knight, and a delicacy far superior 
to the English Monarch. 

Henry VIII. delighted in chivalry; its spirit 
neither perverted his judgment nor improved his 
heart ; but its tournaments gratified his taste Sir 
magnificence, and his passion for arms. On these 
amusements, in which he engaged as a constant 
combatant, his father's treasures were profusely 
expended. His weapons sometimes were unusual, 
at least at tourneys, the battle-axe and two-handed 
sword : these, however, we suppose, were rebated 
or blunted, as the spears were with which the com- 
batants were furnished. Yet, on one occasion, his 
life was endangered by his favourite Brandon, who 
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shivered a spear on his helmet, without perceiving 
that his vizor was open, and his face exposed to a 
mortal blow. At his interview with Francis in the 
field of the cloth of gold, his strength and dexterity 
were both conspicuous in a tournament perhaps 
the most splendid of the age. The two kings, who 
with fourteen companions had undertaken to en- 
counter all who challenged, entered the lists with 
their assistants sumptuously arrayed in the richest 
tissues, and, in the presence of their queens, awaited 
the appearance of those knights whom the fame of 
their tournament was supposed to have attracted. 
Their opponents were ready, twelve gentlemen, 
richly habited. Francis began, and, after per- 
' forming successive courses, and breaking several 
spears with applause, was succeeded by Henry, 
who shivered his spear at the first encounter ; at 
the second demolished his antagonist's helmet. 
Their justiugs were continued for five days with 
equal splendour, and similar success ; and the mi- 
nute description of the attire of the knights,. and 
the trappings of the horses, and of their quaint de- 
vices and feats in arms, assure us that these spec* 
tacles were highly estimated. 

The mock encounters with princes appear at 
present unimportant, and trivial as those of the 
mimic monarchs on the stage ; yet, if a servile or 
brutal exhibition delighted, by its massf^pre, the 
refined and rational notions ofantiquity^ how su- 

ft 
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perior, as a spectacle^. .i& the. image of war wlierfe^ 
kings and heroes are the only corabaCanla ! 

These^ inspected at « distane^^ were nagnifieeM 

times ; yet diversified withal, when ^amioed 

closely, with simplicity of manners, aad plainneot 

or penury in the chief comforts of modem life. 

Margaret, on her marriage with James lY., niade 

her public entry into Edinburgh, riding oa apillkm 

behind' the king. Tlie aporlwents at Han^ptob 

Court had been furnished, on a particular oceasioil^ 

^eh with a large candlestick, a bason^ goblet, and 

ewer, of silver ; yet the furniture of Henry's chaiBL- 

ber, independent of the bed and cupboard, eaii*- 

sisted only of a joint^stool, a pair of andirons, and 

ft. small mirror. The halls and chambers of the 

w;ealthy were surrounded with hangings, smne-* 

times with arras, aiad replenished with a. cupboard, 

long tables, or, rather, loose boards placed upon 

tressels, forms, a chair, a»d a few joint-stools. 

Their beds were apparently comfortable, 'csften 

elegant; but those of inferior condition slept on a 

milt, or a straw pallet^ under a rug, with a tog for 

a pillow. Glass windows were confined tok^rche? 

and mansions, and carpets were only employed' te 

garni^ the cupboatd. The floors, composed of 

clay, and covered dtfaer with sand or rushes, were 

foul and loathsome, coUecting' and retaining for 

twenty years the ofSeds of the table, and the putrid 

^cretioDS of dogs and mien; iemd Erasmus, fi^^Mn 
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whom this description is taken, attributes, justly, 
to the uncleanliness of the £nglish, the frequent 
Imd destructive visitations of the pla^e. 

Character of the English at thi$ Peri&di ' 

The morals are less flexible than the ifaaniiersof a 
people \ and those viitueis that in former ages dis* 
tinguished the British, subsisted in the present with 
little alteration. The English' wi^reg^eneroilsaioid 
brave as form^ly, fond of war, and intrepid in 
danger, l^eir hospitality continued, not indeed 
in its former profusion, but corrected, rather than 
abated, by the changes produced in the mcfdes of 
life. Their active virtues have already been enu- 
merated in a manner that renders repetition Unne- 
cessary. Their predominant vices afford a more 
copious and ungrateful subject ; for the Reforma- 
tion detected the profligate lives of the mfonks and 
clergy ; and the eloquence of the pulpit, acquiring^ 
from the Reformers a new direction, and additional 
^gour, touched with freedom or asperity the vicer 
of the peopled 

Liceniuntsness of the Monks', ^c. 

Ignorance, a Venial imperfection in the laity, lie- 
liomes criihinal in those whp profess to teach or to 
discover the way of salvation ; but perhaps the ig- 
norance formerly conspicuous, both in the monas- 
tics and the seculiar clergy, diminished after the 
<faKwn of reformation and letters; their depravity^ 
however, did not diminish, but resisted, at least in 
England, the censures of their enemies, and ther 
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sense of their own impendent danger. The visita- 
tions that preceded the suppression of the monas- 
teries, discovered (if credit be due to the inspec- 
tors) crimes the most degrading to human nature. 
Hypocritical sanctity and holy frauds are congenial . 
to every monastic institution ; and the coimterfeit 
relics imposed on the vulgar, or the artifices prac-r 
tised to support their credit, are to be regarded as * 
the established trade and profession of religious 
orders. Intemperance is also to be expected where- 
ever ascetics have obtained a relaxation from rigid 
discipline; nw is their guilt inexpiable, if, after 
indulging in evening collations, they assembled ir- 
regularly, and assembled to matins; but the reports 
are replete With other crimes of a deeper com- 
plexion: the lewdness of the monks, the incohti- 
nence of the nuns, the abortions forcibly procured 
by the latter, and the monstrous lust in which the 
former indulged. The particulars would stain and 
dishonour our page ; yet an historian, anxious for 
the dignity of human nature, might wish to believe 
that the reports of the visitors were influenced by 
zeal, and perverted by an interested and malignant 
policy.* It is difficult to conceive that they would 
venture, unsupported by evidence, to accuse a 
community of crimes repugnant to human nature : 
and their veracity seems to be vindicated by their 
extreme solicitude to preserve some convents, 
whose conduct was exemplary. But these crimesT 
were apparently notorioiis ; nor is their existence 
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doubtful^ or the licentious lives of the regulars dis- 
putable, when their debaucheries had already at-* 
tracted the Papal indignation, and their crimes in^ 
curred the censures and menaces of Morton, the 
primate. If, at the commencement of this period, 
the monks of St. Albans had begun, in different 
convents, to displace the nuns^ and substitute pros- 
titutes, it is not probable that their morals were 
afterward improved, or their discipline re-esta- 
blished. 

Hospitality of the Monks^ ^c. 

The monks, however, had a merit in their liberal 
hospitality and charity. Their tables were open 
to strangers, and, as the cheer was excellent, much 
frequented by the neighbouring gentlemen. 

At St. Albans, and probably at other abbeys, 
every traveller found an hospitable reception for 
three days ; and was then permitted, if his con- 
duct wag satisfactory, or his business important, to 
protract his stay. The fragments of their luxury 
furnished an extensive charity; and theif indul- 
gence to their tenants, whose rents were' always 
moderate, endeared them to the peasants. - In 
Scotland, where the regulars were not so disso- 
lute, similar hospitalities were supported in mo- 
nasteries ; and in the Abbey of Aberbrothwick, 
about one thousand bushels of malt seem to have 
been expended in ale. But these communities 
were prejudicial, even by their charities, to the in^ 
crease of industry; and their dissolution assure 



Mxiotioned by' tiine^. or si^>ported. by pr$gM4«^, 
m»f be jsuppresaed ,wbea .usfilessy m^oui ctebri- 
jne^ or dwger to «ociety^ It 19 [o^ibiabk thftt foi^ 
thousand were discharged from different religkius 
heyusesj and it ^ certain^ that a number, auperkr 
to that of tbe clergy at present, wm absorbed wi^ 
facility iiUa the mass of the peofde* 
.. FrxHn the morals of ithe clergy, the tranaitiaii to 
those of the laity, is natural ; and Henry, after dift^ 
lodging vice Arom the cloiat^s^prooeeded, in the same 
strain of jreformaition^. to el^mae the atews, .These 
iwe^e a raiig£ of buildings in Soul^wark, .on tb)^ 
hanks of the Thames, privileged by p^ent 03 bvo* 
thels, regulated by gUitute, .^xid tQlenil;€d aa f| 9^ 
•easary draio Jk>r corruption, frpm the . reigii of 
Hewy Ij[. to the Im year q{ Uexkry VUI. Tl*e 
wi^etched prostitutes n^ere thea expelled, the aleiRs 
w^e.put dowD by sound of trumpet, and their 
suppression was, perbi^ps, attended with rnxxre sq- 
lemoity than that, of the convenes. Tbeir suppres- 
sion, failed, however, to extirpate lewdness; a^d 
Latimer, wbose sermons are replete with a bmrbft- 
raua eloquenc#, inveighs bitterly adt.its sphselqu^t 
pmvaleoee^ i 

. J You btye put dawo the stews,! say? this T«de 
deidaimer,^ but what is. tbe matler amended? 
what availeth that ? ye have but changed the plaae, 
aad not taken the whoredom away. I a4verti8e 
.you, in God's name, t^ look to it, I hsar say these 
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isndW'tx^fce WhDreddin m Loihdoii thajfi ever there 
Wfts ia the Banlu There is m<»'e open whoredam^ 
l!il<M*e stewed whoredom.' The vices obBOxibus^ U> 
blerioal cemiures are not always pernicious, to so- 
^tfy nor B their mag^nitude cei*^in, when transf 
mitted tbrongfa the medium of intemperate zeaL 
But Latimer's proposal, in a court sermon, for re^ 
8i|^aitifeig adultery- by a capital punishment, attests 
itl^ prevltlence ; i|or is any inferior infliction too 
li^er^ for a c^me that, embitters life; and corrddefs 
the dedi^est connexions of nature ; a crime, in its 
ultimate consequences, subversive either of social 
Intercourse, or productive of an utter relaxation of 
xhorlds* 

StaU &f M&rals and Public Justice. 
The vices and follies peculiar to the age are neces- 
iBarily the chief topics of pulpit eloquence ; luid, if 
l^redil were due to tbis-severe reformer^ the stAtes-^ 
hi^n and judges were corrupted by bribery, the 
people profligate, destitute of charity, immersed in 
Tic^ and devoted to perdition. Whenever govei*n* 
iMiit is arbitrary, l;he administration of justice is 
perverted and partial ; and judges, subservient to 
r^gal influence, are certainly not inaccessible to se- 
cret cofsrup^iiMti. Ttie unmeaning oaths to which 
the English have, in every age, been addicted, arie^ 
peculiarlyoffensive to pious ears, and in some minds 
^tiei^ate a persuasion, that a people, habituated to 
proflme swearing, are disaffected to the Deity; 
whose name they dishonour, impervious to religion^; 
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and insensible of virtue. It may be observed, how-^ 
ever, with more propriety, that habitual swearing 
diminishes our sense of the obligation attatched to 
judicial oaths. Perjury was still the predominant 
vice that tainted the morals of every rank, and in- 
fected even the breast of the sovereign. Juries 
were perjured ; their verdicts were generally pro* 
cured by bribery ; their corruption was notorious, 
and encouraged openly by Henry VIII., in the ini- 
quitous prosecution of his own subjects ; princes 
claim and obtain an exemption from vulgar ho^ 
nesty; and that which is fraud and perfidy in 
private life, is dignified, iii their transactions, by 
the appellation of policy : yet the reader must ob- 
serve, with some surprise, the repeated examples 
contained in this history, of princes corroborating, 
by mutual oaths, and the rites of rdigion, those 
treaties which they had previously determined , to 
frustrate or violate. Their treaties are at present 
neither more permanent nor more secure ; but tlie 
iatei'vention of oaths is wisely omitted, as a super7 
fluous adjection, not obligatory on the lax morals 
peculiar to princes. 

To these crimes may be added theft and robbery, 
which were still so prevalent, that twenty- two 
thousand crimes are said to have been executed by 
the rigid justice of Henry VIIL Robbery was sel- 
dom attended with murder, and was probably still 
regarded as an occupation, of which the guill 
might be extenuated by courage and success/ 



CBIMBS^ SUPERSTITIOUS CRBDULITT^ &C. 1249 

Murders and assassinations are frequent^ however, 
in Scottish history, for the people were cruel, fierce^ 
and ungovernable $ and to judge from the despe* 
rate crimes of the nobility, their manners were net^ 
ther more softened, nor their passions better c^oti* 
troulled and regulated. But whatever be th^ 
crimes of a people, there is in human nature a re- 
forming principle, that ultimately corrects and 
amends its degeneracy ; and history furnishes re* 
peated examples of nations passing from even a 
vicious effeminacy, to an enthusiasm that regene- 
rates every yirtue. • Such a change was effected, 
in a partial degree, by the reformation 5 which, re- 
calling its proselytes from the errors and abuses of 
the Romish superstition, taught them to renounce 
the dissipation and vices of the age, to assume the 
badge of superior sanctity, and more rigid virtue^ 
to suffer in adversity with patience, and to encoun- 
ter persecution and death with fortitude. Secta- 
ries, from the constant circumspection requisite in 
their conduct, contract an habitual and gloomy se- 
verity 5 and foreigners, evermore observant than 
Natives, discovered, in the present period, symp- 
toms of that puritanical spirit, which at the dis- 
tance of a century was destined to give liberty to 
England, and law to kings. 

Superstitious credulity, Sfc. 
The Reformation might reflect discredit on recent 
miracle^ ; but the period is still distinguished by 
excessive credulity. The astrologers^ in 1523, 

m2 



i« stgiie4w:ttli pffOYfetens,. <m Hw-?QW ftf tfec^Hiifc 
3ivl . *bQSf who r?gp*e4 ip. j*p ppapiis^ of $($i|i|b 

were §M.99fr^\^mm Qf » B^t^iri toBB^atk^, mA 

$erp s$ill§l^. Bii$ the yp«r ^lofi^fd wUb lilH? 

hm>drj8c) yefirs. Ifl^e reformers probably wf^pel^i^ 
pre4idous; but, beli©Yii|g tbat the PopeAfas a^ 

^bffkt> tbey ^pe^ted, a9 hte po^er was partly.bfp? ' 
k($p, the spf edy, arriyaJ. of Cbrist in jjskdgvpmi; aad 
in every ui^usual appearance of the h^v09s> j|ext 
cpjyeil, Mfitb a miKtuxe of hope and tr^pUlat«»«t 
tbos^ ^igm 8\wPQg€^ to aikROuace the oe^aattpii of 
tifn^, apd; d^^uc^d «f the world. Ao Egyptian 
exp^riiWfint, repeat^ frj Jffti©^ IV. e^dWbits tbe:sHt 
pgil^titipus <5redurli4y of |^ Soots : either tq diH9r 
yer the primitive laDguage of the huQian ^acei $ff 
to ascertain jl^e ^rst fornialfeji. of speech^ he in- 
^Ipsed two chi^^qq^ ^ijh a, dumb atten#n>, in 
Inchkeith^ an uninhabited ipl^nd of the Forth j and 
it was believed that the children, on arriving at 
inaturity, con^mquicated their ideas in pure He- 
brew, the language of paradise. 
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, . : SinfpUar, Lusus Natutie. 
I would jnentioii, as an instance of credttlhy^ the 
belief ^ a monstrous {Kroduction of tbe human spe« 
ciesi Itut.the concurrence of grave hiBtoriansjrattests 
and render the fad indisputable* This inonster 
WM born in Scotland^ and its appearance KOg- 
gesfbed the idea of twins fortuitously conjoined in 
the wosnb, united at the navel into a &>mmon 
tnink^ and terminating below in. the limbs of a 
male, but.di^arted above into two bodi^; dis* 
tinct and perfect in all their parts, each endn^ 
witU$eparate members, and ammatel each by a 
separate intelligence. Their sensations were coxn^ 
mosx when excited in the loins or inferior extremis 
ties ; peculiar to one, and unfelt by the other, when 
}ffoduicedon the particular body. of either. Tht^ir 
pearceptions were different^ their mentid affectdons 
unconnected,, thdr w:ills independent ; at times 
discordant, and again fu^usted by mutual congees r 
sifiii. They received, jtiy the directioia , of James 
IV .y such lih^al education as the times afforded, 
atiamed in^ mu^ to a considerably proficiency, and 
iK2^ir«d acomp^l^nl.knQwl^f; of various \^r^ 
fpi^m. Tbeir dc^rib, was miserable; at .the age 
of twentyreigbli tbe one- ^iplred, and his^ body cojr- 
rupitUig^ toitited. and pufirified \m living brother. 
, 'Rie fettdaL sy sitem waa productive^ among <^«r 
^p<^stfitoiis custama, of early marriage^ ^rn^d, 
ne^t onfy without disparagei)ient of .rank or birtl^ 
bulwithout regard todt9parilyofag^,orrep^lii(nce. 
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of sentiment. Vassals^ during their wardship, were 
at the absohite disposal of their lords, who literally^ 
sold them, while minors, in marriage ; and prudent 
fathers^ to frustnite his rapacity, were careful to^ 
accelerate, before their deathy the nuptials of their 
offspring. The custom extended beyond the ne^ 
cessity from whom it originated, and the death of 
Prince Arthur is to berascribed to the premature 
consummation,, at the age of fifteen, of his marriage- 
with Cathariner When on her divorce from Hen- 
ry, a proof of that deHcate circumstance was requi^ 
site^ the opinion of two witnesses,^ the Duke of 
Norfolk and the Earl of Shrewsbury, was founded- 
on their owii marriage at the age of Prince Arthur, 
and it is remarkable that Herbert, the historian of 
these transactions, was himself married at the 
same age, to a woman of twenty. Chivalry was 
the seadon of romantic love, yet a^ mankind are 
actuated chiefly by interest, marriage, . With few- 
exceptions, has in every age, been a solid bargain. 
Modes and immunities of Salutation^ »/ 
The mode which is still peculiar to Britain, of sa- 
luting ladies, appears to have excited the surprise' 
of foreigners \ and Erasmus, who approved of it «& 
ar laudable custom, avers with pleasantry, that whe-> 
titer you visit, depart, or return, whether you as- 
semble by concert, oir encounter by accident^ you 
cannot stif in England without ah interchange of 
luscious kisses. An intevchange not so disinter- 
ested wio^ supported at court, whisre;, on the new< 
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year, the king accepted from his nobles and clergy^ 
of gifts from five to fifty poiinds, and repaid them 
either with smiles, or occasional presents of gilt-^ 
plate. On solemn festivals the king and his nobler 
bestowed each his largess on the guards or atten- 
dants, and a hierald proclaimed the different daiia-' 
tibns with much solemnity, but James I. delicately^ 
suppressed at his marriage, the mention of his own, 
whdn his queen's was published. Marriag'es, 
christenings, and established festivals, furnished 
frequent occasions for convivial intercourse; but 
tlie gentlemen are described as assembling at other' 
times in fields and forests, with hawks and hounds, 
and bugles suspended in silkin baldricks. There, 
ulider'the pretext, of bunting, they had often con-' 
certed rebellions, or convoked their military re- 
tainers to arms ; and an early statute of Henry the 
£tghth still prohibits their hunting in vizors, or' 
during the darkness and concealment of night. 
Mnnners, S^c. of the Scots at this period. 
The domestic manners of the Scots havie seldom 
attracted historical notice ; and their advances in' 
refinement are to be collected or conjectured from 
their peculiar customs, their progress in the arts/ 
and their improvement in their various comforts of 
lifis. Their morals, contrasted with those of their^ 
ancestors, are an-aigned as degenerate, by the his- 
torian Boethius, who accuses their intemperance, 
censures their luxury, and laments their departure 
froni the friigal moderation and rugged virtues of 
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tbp abcient Scots* His descriptioii^ however^ of 
4iese piimkive obdurate virtues, is hr firom attnc- 
ti^^ I and what he deuombiates vidims intern^- 
faliee and excessive luxury, may be fairly ioter-^ 
preDed an increasii^ refinement, and superior 
etogjOiee of social life. The nobles, who res^rtsA 
seldom to the cities, preserved in their castles thdr 
former rude but hospitable magnificence, wfaiob 
iq^reased their reliab&ers, and strengthened thev 
ppwer, sjpcur^ their safety, or enabled tkgsm to 
prosecute th^r deadly feuds. The people were 
divided into fiietions by those lords to whc«i they 
attached them^^es, whose interest they espoused, 
and whose quarrels they .fl4<){)ted i and the clans 
fiftf^Jif^ at present to^he Highlands^ were proba- 
bly, on^ universal in .Scotland. In the H^hlands, 
and qiL the borders, dans were perpetuated by a 
oonstamt warfare, that inured the people to the 
fiercenisss afid rapineof a predatory life» As thieves 
and plunderers, their characters were proverbial ; 
yet their depredations, committed generally on 
^.til^ tcibies^ i^sume an appeanmce of military 
\^|rtue; and their mutual fid^Uty, their oihservance 
of promises, and in the. Highlands, their inviohybk 
attachment to tfa^ir chie£l^ins> lore cir cumstnaoes 
sufficient aJimost to redeem their fd»ar8cter. The' 
CUttau clan, diH*ing the minority of James V. had 
made a destructive: incurakm. iiftto Murray, but after 
their return, were assailed and oppressed by supe- 
rior forces I and two hundred of thie tribe> rather 



thaii hslray their chieftafih, or dteelos^ bis mreftt^ 
preftnrdd and suffered aofi igncnnitibtur deadi. 
;« The miitabitifyof languagetothe idamed^ Whddt 
Umt depend? on its duralion, an ihcessant tiopl& of 
ferions regret, seems to he ceimleracted by tibe ait 
pf priming, which, in pt o{x>rtian a$ it dlis^eminates 
a^ taste for letters, re-aets as a mpdd on'oplloq^M 
ipeech, and operates, if not entirdy to repress In* 
no!i^ation, at least to preserve the stabUii}^ attd 
perpetuate the radical strueture of language* Such 
Mihillty the English langua^ has atqUb-ed ifk^M 
printing, and at the distance of three centurieii^ 
still exhibits the same phraseology apd syntactical 
form, varied only by diose alterations essential td 
the progressive refinement of speech. The lan^^ 
gu^e of this.period, if necessary to <ttscriminate its 
peculiar style, was unpo)ished and oralf its cha^ 
raicter is rude simplicity, neither aspiring to ele-^ 
gaaee nor solicitous of ease, but written as it was 
spoken, without regard to selection or arrangement! 
Ir^duced to mod^n orthography, It is only distiis- 
guishable fixan the common colloquial dii^doinrse of 
the present period by a certatei mu of antiquity, by 
phrases that are abrogated, or words that are either 
dffiieed or altered. These, however, are not nu- 
inerbus; and we may conclude from the compost^ 
tions of the learned, that the language of the peo- 
ple differed little from the present, unless in pro- 
nunciation, which, to judge from orthography^ 
was harsh, and such as would now be denominated 
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provincial^ or vulgar. Whatever .has been nnc^ 
superadded^ either by a skiifiil arrangemeiit^.or the 
iucorporation of foreign or classical words and 
idioms^ is more the province of critical disquisition 
.than histOL^ical research ; yet it merits observation^ 
tha( the first attempts at elegance are ascribable^ 
in poetry to Surry, in prose, perhaps, to Sir Tho^ 
mas More, whose English style, as it was modelled 
pnhi3 Latin, is constructed with art, and replete 
ifvith inversions approaching to that wliich, in con^ 
tradiction to the vulgar, may be justly denominated 

a learned; diction. 

This history has already furnished sufficient spe-» 
Qimens both of the Scottish and English languages, 
which descended from the same Gothic original, 
l^nd nearly similar in former periods, divaricated 
considerably during the present. This is to be at-' 
tributed to the alteration and improvement of the 
English^ for . the Scottish were more stationary, 
nor is there in the language a material difierence 
between the compositions of James I. and those of 
fiellenden, Dunbar, and Douglas, each of whom, 
by the libera] adaption of Latin words, enriched and 
polished his vernacular idiom. But for the union of 
thecrowns, which in literature rendered the English 
the prevalent language, the Scottish might have 
risen to the merit of a civil dialect, different rather 
in pronunciation than structure ; not so solemn, 
but more energetic, nor less susceptible of literary 
culture. 



'^ 
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IKet and Manner of Living of the English Pea- 

santrt/f S^c. 
Jhe diet of the peasantry is subject, in different 
periods, to few alterations ; because it consists of 
the common produce of the soil, prepared in the 
simplest manner for food. Their bread-corn in 
England was rye or barley, sometimes oats mixed 
with pulse, a food preferred for its nutrition to 
wheat, which, till rendered by a better cultivation 
cheap and abundant, was usually confined to the 
tables of the wealthy. These tables were more 
luxurious and expensive than formerly; distin^ 
guished by the variety of delicate viands as well aaf 
by the quantity of substantial fare; and Polydore 
expatiates with visible complacency on the various 
pleasures of those tables at which he had feasted ; 
on the Juicy flavour of the mutton, and the sweet* 
ness of the beef, especially when slightly salted; oh 
the tenderness of the young geese and the Kentish 
hens ; the delicacy of the patridges, pheasants, and 
quails, and the fatness of the larks, thrushes, and 
blackbirds, of which incredible numbers were 
caught in winter, and presented almost at every 
table. But his taste was. peculiarly gratified by 
the varieties and abundance of excellent fish, which 
to a churchman, renders the mortification even of 
the appetite luxurious : he discriminates the gur- 
nard, whiting, mullet^ turbot, brime, and sturgeon; 
deprecates the mackerel as dry, the shard as insipid,* 
extols the rich and delicious oysters, and approves 
of the recent translation of the pike fi'om fens and 
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lakes into gentleftieii'9 ponds; to these the curp 
might be added^ introduced from the continent m 
the pi^esent period, as store for ^nds ; and firom 
these particulars, to a forei^^er imjportant, we may 
odtioludetiiat few delicacies were wanting at feasts. 
VegKrtid^les, however, were sparingly provided ; 
and ais rqgukn* markets were not general, country 
families killed. a number of bjeeves at Michaelmas, 
and subsisted tiU Whitsuntide on salted meat. 
CuUnatty dUtinctioni, Cookery, S^c» 

Their cookery cannot liow b6 appreciated or dils^ 

tiiiguished, otherwise than by a provision of faol 
apices, with which every dish was indiscriminatis^ 
•easooed. Dinner and supper were served m th6 
ball, where i^e ^first table was placed in a sort df 
^teess or devadon at the upper end, and reserv^li 
fop the landlord and his principal guests, while 
visitors' less respectable, were seated with the bffi* 
dein of t^e household at long and narrow tables 
timt occupied the 3ides i^nd the middle of the hall. 
The rank of the guests was again discriminated by 
their arrangement, by their situation above or be- 
low the saltcelkr, which was placed invariably m 
the middle of the table^ and the usher was carefiilly 
instructed to displiilse sUch as might seat themselves 
unmannerly above their betters. The chief ser- 
vant^ attended above the saltcellar, beneath which 
die table was probably crowded with poor depen- 
dants, whom the guests despised and the servants 
neglected. The servants were marshalled and the 



4triie3^ served^ by cnrders iasited ftloud from tiie 
usher ; aad at tsMe^ joone presumed to taste of the 
dishes till they were drawm sUccessivdy upward to 
die principal .persoii^g>e, from whom they descended 
again to the rest of the compaily. Chunehmen af- 
fected peculiar ceremony, and the ahbot of St. Al- 
Jb^n's dined with gres^r state timn the nohility 
ii|ieittselve$. His ti^ble was elevated fifte^i 8te|Mi 
^^ye the haU^ and in serving his dinner, the monli^ 
^t'l^^ry fifth step perfoiiwi^d ^ hymii. He <fined 
utone s^ the middle c( ih^ ta^Ue, to the fiides ai 
.wJhiQh.gii^lits pf djsting^fti^hed rank were admitted ; 
imk the i^onfcn, «ftier tibeir attend^npe on the abhoi 
waftover, 0iit dpwn to tlihle^ at the sides of the h^dl, 
jN^ w^re served wi^ equal r^pfct by the novice*. 
At Wol^ey's ent^tainment of the French amhasaih 
-ifm^ the ^f^mpa^y wpre summoned by t^mp^t'ip 
i9Ufl)tr, ami l^e cpurseg were announced by ^ prs^ 
jlMde pf imsk^f The second course contained up^- 
.WSMi?ds of a hundred devices pr subtilties ; caetlea, 
(jkMHTphes^ aniniftls^ warri^r^^ justing on foot frndon 
^H^rs^bcMs]^ ; Qliiers dancing with ladies } - all Hfs 
W^U cpui^tfgrfeited/, ^^f^r the histprian, ^ as the 
.^f^nter ebould have, painted pu a cloth ov waU^'* 
^;^^h entartainqi^nts were npt of a ^hprt; duraitipurs 
rthe diuuf^r hpur was eleven i^t the Ibrenopn^ th^ 
HUpper six m ^e evening, l^ut diniiea: was piten 
iprPlpqgpd fiiH s4pp^^ and that prptrapted tUl late 
lit ujight. BrpaMiist seeuis tp hay§ been a solitary 
m^ wi\ Mnrnmh Ht tike \b^ collation after 
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supper^ confined to a few in their private apart- 
inents. But it was not probably an unsubstantial 
meal, and the collation, the slightest repast of the 
age, consisted often of brawn, jellies, sweetmeats, 
ale, brandy, and spiced wines. 

Diet, &c. of the Scots, &;€, 
The diet of the Scots was worse and more penu- 
rious than that of the English* The peasants suk^ 
sisted chiefly on oatmeal and cabbages, for ^limal 
food was sparingly used even at the tables of sub'- 
stantial gentlemen. An English traveller, who 
experienced the hospitality of a Scottish knight, 
describes the table as furnished with large platters 
of porridge, in each of which was a «mall piece of 
sodden beef; and remarks, that the servants entered 
in tlieir blue caps without uncovering, and instead 
of attending, seated themselves with their master 
at table. His mess was better, however, than a 
boiled pullet, with prunes in the broth ; but his 
guest observed, * no art of cookery, or furniture of 
household stuff, but rather a rude neglect of both/ 
Forks are a recent invention, and in England the 
table was only supplied with knives ; but in Scot^ 
land, every gentleman produced from his girdle 
a knife, and cut the meat into morsels for himself 
and the women, a practice that first intermixed 
the ladies and gentlemen alternately &t table. The 
use of the fingers in eating, required a scrupulolia 
fittention to cleanliness, and ablution was custom^- 
ary, at least at court, both before and after meals. 



OIBT OF rOMIB^OTSf &e. S6l' 

But the court and the ndbility emulated the French 
in their manners^ and adopted probably their re- 
finements in diet* The Scottish reader will observe^ 
that the knight's dinner was composed of two coarse 
dishes peculiar to Scotland ; but others of an . ex- 
quisite delicacy were probably derived from the 
French, and retained, with little alteration, by a 
nation otherwise ignorant of the culinary arts. 
The Scots, though assimilating fast with the Eng- 
lish, still resemble the French in their tables. 
Beverage, tS^c. — Wines^ ^c. 
Ale and Gascony wines were the principal liquors; 
but mead, cider, and perry, were not uncommon. 
Hops were still scarce, and seldom employed in 
die, which was brewed therefore in small quanti- 
ties, to be drank while new. At the king's table all 
was prohibited) as unfit for use, till five days old. 
The wines, whatever was their quality, were cer- 
tainly superior to our present harsh and astringent 
p<Hrt; yet Erasmus complains repeatedly, that good 
wjipe was unknown in England. His frail and'sickly 
constitution required wine of a peculiar age and 
'quality ; and it is probable, that his poverty deterred 
him fi*om proctuing^ the best* The wine was still 
circulated in a large cup, from which the company 
drank alternately; The English were sober ; the 
Scotch intemperate ; they are accused at least, by 
their own historians, of excessive drinking, an im- 
putat^ long attached to their national characta*. 
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Field Sports, Dioer$ion^, S^^ 
^Martial diverskms^hBV^ been alPftady described, 
^tid tiie sports of tHn^ iSeld are in different ages piur-^ 
saed with an uniformity almost permanent. In 
England, hunting has been ever a fs^VHMirite diver- 
sion, and hawking ha& only .been superseded by the* 
fiisjl; but it was still practised with unabating ar^ 
dour, and eultivated scientfficaliy as a liberall art. 
TVeatises were composed cm the diet and discipline 
proper for the falcon ; the genus was discriminated 
like social life, and a species appropriated to every 
intermediate rank, from an emperor down to a 
knave or a peasant ; nor were gentlemen more 
distinguished by the blazoning of heraldry, than 
by particular hawks they were entitled to carry. 
The long bow was also employed in fowling, a sp^orl 
in which much dexterity was requisite t but lU*-* 
chery was a female amusement ; and it is recorded 
that Margaret, on her journey to Scotland, killed « 
buck with an arrow, in Alnwtdc park. The pre^ 
servation of the feathered game was enforced in 
the pr^ent age by a statute, the firsrt that waS' 
enacted of thoi^ laws which have since aceumu* 
lated into a code of oppression. The Scottish mo- 
narchs hunted in the Highlands^ sometimes in a 
style of eastern magnificence. For the reception 
of James the 5th, the queen his mother, and the 
Pope's ambassador, the earl of Athol constructed a' 
palace or bower of green timber, intcrw^v^en witbl 
boughs, moted round, and provided with turrets. 
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portcullis, wskd drawbridge, and furnished within 
with whatever was suil^le fer a royal abode. The 
hunting continued fpr. , tbree day $, during which, 
independent of roes, wolves, and foxes, six hun- 
dred deer were captured, an incredible number, 
unless we suppose that a large district was mr-^. 
rounded, and the game driven into a narrow circle 
to be slain, without fatigue, by the king aiid bis 
retinue. On their departure, the Eai^l set fire ta 
tiRe palace, an Uonour tbiit excited the ambassador'i 
surprise ; but the king informed, bim, that it w&^ 
customary with Hightoders to burn those habita- 
tions they deserted. The earl's hospitality was esv 
timated at the daily expence of sv thousand pounds 
sterling. During the present period, several games. 
vi^ere invented or practised to disuse archery,, for. 
the promotion of which, bowls, quoits, cayles^ ten- 
nis, cards, and dice, were prohibited by legislature 
as unlawful gaio^s. Tennis, however, was a royal 
pastime, in which Henry VI lis in his youth de- 
lighted much ; and a match is recorded between 
bim and the emperor, the Prince of Orange, and 
the Marquis of Brande^nburgh : but the favourite 
amusements of court, next to tournaments, were^ 
masques and pageants j the one an Italiaix diversion 
subservient to gallantry, the other a vehicle of grosa 
adulation. The masques were destitute of charac- 
ter, humour, and dialogue ; they were conducted, 
iin dumb show, and their merit consisted in the 
grotesque disguises of a part of the company who*, 
entered, as strangecs, to dance, with the ladiea^i 
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Tlie masque and pageant were often united^ for the 
pageant was properly a piece of machinery, an ar- 
tificial mountain, a ship, a castle in which the 
masquers were introduced into the hall, or from 
which, in solemn processions, allegorical person- 
ages recited pedantic and long panegyrics. 

Drama and Dramatic Entertainments. 
Curiosity is naturally excited concerning the pre- 
sent state, which is properly the origin of the Eng- 
lish drama ; that state which preceded its youthful 
vigour, when Shakspeare delineated human nature, 
even in the mildness of a fairy creation. But his- 
torical informations are not satisfactory, and we 
ean only conclude, that the revival of letters dis- 
credited mysteries, and propagated a purer taste 
for dramatic composition. We discover, that a 
comedy from Penutus was performed at court, 
where, at Christmas, plays, or rather short inter- 
ludes, were often represented. But the revival of 
letters introduced the drama into schools and col- 
leges ; plays were composed by professors, and per- 
formed by their pupils : nor did grave lawyers, at 
their annual festivals, disdain the laurels acquired 
on the stage. These, however, were temporary 
stages ; but the church is still to be regarded as 
an established theatre, licensed, not indeed by di-* 
vine permission, for the gratuitous exhibition of 
religious spectacles. Dispossessed by the reform- 
ers, or interdicted from preaching by the king's ^ 
supremacy, the Popish clergy seceded to secular 
stages, and endeavoured to discredit the gospellers 
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by &rce6 more efficacious and popular than their 
former sermons. The reformers retaliated by con- 
verting the mysteries of the church Into a satirical 
representation of the corruptions of popery^ and 
repeated ordinances were afterwards necessary, to 
supprejss these ludicrous polemics of the church 
and stage. In churches the performers were 
chiefly the choristers ; at court they were probably 
minstrels, of whom a company followed Queen Mar^ 
garet from England, andexhibited several plays or 
mysteries iii the Scottish court. The minstrels, who 
djisapp^red under Henry VIH. were probably con- 
v<»:tefl by the pre valence of theatrical amusements, 
into itinerant players, in the succeeding reign, an 
estliblished and apparently a numerous profession. 
A more ignoble, perhaps a more popular spectacle, 
C4msisled of Bears ; ' of which,' says £rasmus, 
many h^ds are maintained in Britaip for the pur- 
pQ9e of dancing. Bear- baiting was a favourite di- 
versipfsi, exhibited as a suitable amusement fpr a 

pjrin<^9St 

Winter Domestic Amusements^ Spe. • 

The winter solstice, wljen the Sun regains its nor-» 

thern direction, was celebrated by our remote and 

idolatrous ancestors; and Christianity, unable to 

suppress the festival, transferred it under the same 

name to a different day. At Christmas, or the feast 

of Yule, peculiar dishes have been always employed, 

apd every domestic diversion adopted that tends to 

cfoe^r or to dissipate the gloom pf winter, To re* 
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gtilate, or rath» to promote sueh pasdiii«0, a Lord^ 
or ^bot of misrule was ako 'Cl-eated % btlC- of 'these 
amnsemeots^ perhaps the most rational was* tlie^r^ ' 
ckal. of old . and romaoitic tales. The domei^ 
anmsements, in a period subsequent to the present, ' 
are thus enumerated : ^ The ordinary^ recreati^i|« - 
which we have in winta*, are cards, tables, and 
dice, shovel boarid, chesse play, the pfailoi^pliep's ' 
game, small trunkes, halliards, musicke, . maskes^ 
singing, dancing, all games, catches^ purposes^ 
questions, merry tales of errant knights, king$y 
queens, lovers, Jords, ladies, giants, dwarfs, thieves^ 
fi^es, goblins^ firiars, witches, at}d the resti 
Amonig these amusements cards began to pre^ 
dominate, to b eprohibit ed by parliament, wd Ii«( 
censed by the king. Gaming became more inor*' 
dinate and i*uinous ; but let not curds be therefore 
depreciated, a happy invention, which, adapted- 
equally to every capacity, removes the invidiotis { 
distinctions. of nature, bestows on the fools tbepre^ 
eminence of genius, or reduces wit and wisdom to* i 
the level of folly. 

Account of thjs SEVERAL PUBLIC RECORDS^ ; 

&C., DISCOVERED IN THE RBCORQ OFFICE AT TH9&^ 
TOWER, SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR 1804^1 
BY THE RECORD COMMISSION. » 

LETTERS missive from kings to lord^chancellors,' 
aoAfrom the different sovereigns of Europe to tb« • 



King» of 'Engtanfd^ fimt tte b^iiiiiiig of th€r re%n 
of'ffrinry IH.^ tc^tlii^ eirf of t}i«f rei^^of Riidiaftt 
I»*, wefrt ' lately fotmd in th* Towtfr of Lotiddli^ 
slffn€< of them under the areh at the I^.W. c<ytAet 
of tib White Tdwer, andsdmd intihe Nbith GaiUei)^ 
of- the Chapel. Ab6te 600 of these/ dufinf tht^ 
rdgfid' of Kiiigr Riebard Itj Beii!*jr IV., Heflry V., 
ffchry Vl.i Edward IV., aftd Rtehard III., Tttftehr* 
are i^itten on pa{i^r, htf^e be«li^l^a)ied, arratigiBd, 
and made smooth, and abottt-half x)f them inlaid in 
strong drawing 'pa{^er^ and botfiid. 

A great numbei^ of k^ter ft were also found from 
the beads of different: religious houses, ahd other 
ecclesiastics to the king ; ahS about- a hitndred 
have beto' found addre^ed by the nobility and 
eccle»ia^s,> pdrticularly Pahdulf; the legate, to 
Hubert de Bu^gh, thechic^ justiee^itttbef beghininj^ 
of the relgri of Hdnry III.j the givatef part of whkih 
hate been smoothed' and^ aitaftged. iTbe letters of 
the Kings of Engllmd, atldt thode addressed to them 
by their subjects, alfead^ ariianged^ amoiint' td 
ei^ht large folio volume. 

A great number of those from the Kings of 
Fiance, the king^ of Spaiff^ and the Kii^gs of the ' 
Ri^ikiian's, and from the Dukes of Norway, the Earls 
of Holland, and Earls of Flanders, hare beefl 
cleaned, smoothed, and as^di'ted in portfolios. 

There are also several instruments^ containing 
instructions tQ aml^ass(idors^ memorandums of 
treatises^ &Ci 
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A great masg of stale papers, also discovered in 
a closet in the Wakefield Tower, tied up in bun- 
dles, have been placed in a large box, in the closet 
of that tower, for the purpose of being examined 
and arranged at the first convenient opp<Htunity : 
from a cursory examination of them, it appears, 
that several of these instruments, printed in Rymer, 
without any intimation of the repository where the 
originals were preserved, are in this collection*. 



ABSTRACT OF LETTERS MISSIVE. 

TBMP. HBNRV III f. 

. From William de Marshal^ Earl of Pembroke, io 
Hubert de Burgh, Chief Justice, — [This and the 
tpo following letters have no date; it should he ob- 
90n>edj that the year of our Z^ord, or of the hinges 
reign, is very rarely mentioned in the Letters Missive.'} 
His kinsman, John Marshal, having signified 
tQ him that be had sent letters of the king to 
F^wkes pPalcasius, de Brei^lte, for him to have 
peiK^eable possession of his wpod ^t Norton, &c., 
within the bailiwick of the ^aidFalcasius, To which 
Falcasius answered. That if he sei^t him 30 pair of 
letters of the king, he should not enjoy his wood,£^ 
peaceably; and used outrageous language, and^ 
iipprisoned his bailiff, &c. He entreats the Chie( 
Justice to restrain his excesses. 

^ Many of them are greatly injured by the improper oae of th« 
infusion of galls. 

f All the letters in this reign are written in Latioi 
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From William LongespSey Earl of Sammy to the 

same* 

To the same effect as the preceding^ and nearly 
in the same terms. 
fVom Llewellin, Prince of North Wales, to the King. 

TTie prince acknowledges the receipt of the 
king's command^ that he should not receive, dr 
afford any assistance to, Falcasius de Breaute, wKo 
had seized Henry de Braybroc, one of the king^s 
justices, and imprisoned him in Bedford Castle ; to 
which he answers, that Falcasius came to him 
grievously complaining of the wrongs which had 
been done him by the king's council on this oc- 
casion, he being ignorant of the seizure of the said 
Henry, and having offered that his brother William 
should be answerable for it ; and that he departed 
the same day that he came.. Nevertheless, the 
prince conceives that he should have l>een justified 
if he had received him ; for he does not enjoy less 
liberty in that behalf than the king of Scotland, 
who receives outlaws from England with impunity : 
that he never had heard of any injury Falcasius had 
done towards the king or his father, but on the 
contrary, that he had served both faithfully ; and 
concludes with heavy complaints of the injuries 
done to himself, which he has no expectation that 
the king's council will redress ; and prays that on 
these, and other matters, God will give his majesty 
and himself wholesome counsel, of which they 
l^th stand in great need. 



di$ leg H. de Burg J^ii^ciario Anglie." Dated at 

X^rpiff^ter. .3 JB^al. Feb. 

Pandulf the Legate had bent Jb|^ ;G<»ii^p^.;to;^fi^f|8 
Jjbe^arts of Wales^ ^Qt/qr \^ <;Mra i^yaa^f^^ ^t 
;b9cai|se))e^w thfO; 'Vi.jis9^^jfffffi^^jitfQV the jtofiour 

Jbe.w4U^:^l;lieii}9taRpi9tOf,^^^^ piliW- 

^uBt :q( fhe pnjssipg :qq^9/^wi wj^^ :M )l9tA|r 
,i}CfiVre^ rfilrect bis joiirBi^itow^f^ JUon^piV 

Weifs. 47-^. ^eb. 

gpeatimg ^t he wov^ ncm^ \m f»T< 

TAe King toIJeweUin Fttz-Griffin^ Prince of Waks. 
Dated Westminster^ 25th Oct. Anno r. 7 * 
The king having heard all that could be ur^ed by 
the Prince ofWales's attorneys in the plea betwixt 
him and Griffin Fitz-Wenunwen, of the land of 
Arwystly. &c., and also by those of the said Griffin 

» • * * 

• Thif and the two folkr^jji^g ^1(J|ism!«^W I#^ 



I. 



Hi 



}'^ Im pFeamt {Hffliam^t^ would be judtili^id ^n 
ipsroceoding ragniUftt the jMriiioe as tindefended^ On 
account of the insufficienn^y of wb&t.hfidbeeatii^d 
by his attorneys :; n^veribBlef»9 ¥e postpones the 
4eteKliiinaliQu of . the csau^ tiUvthe •Qext.paHiaixi^lit^ 
whkh fi(honM[^ be\at Westmiastoi: fi^m the ^y of 
Easter in three weeks^ when Ihe parties areoMered 
litolattiind.; ^aiidLIewettinisdbreetedlosend celftain 
>^r9(ikis^'by whohi the king's tovMmsiy he oerlified 
^htfimther Ihcjr ou^ to proceed, incthe preAitse^^- 
iilrding.to^the.Uir of Oonml Da, or liieJawiMC- 
i^oorifingtito'ii^hifah the said Gviflln deinaiods gndl:* 
ment. 

'Jjltss>ettinyPrinceofWaleSy and Land i^ SxKmdtnyto 
. J the MdMg. Dated Nevj^n, Purifieaiibn of the BL 

.Aame honey aiid .hco^ses of tbe przooe beiiig dfe- 

ilttsed ! at - Checftdr, by neason K>f a certain' #re6k; 

ibelwre theiMnar ia his country ; when he €!xpe<Akd 

'to ihanse had: redress by4^he king-s cdcaniatid^ his 

ifsetmkxtBf seiii to Chester to purobase necessaries, 

attacked by the jcEstice, and his boney, dflthe 

of <4/. •taken from them. He complaias iof 

•ibein^JU ufied- respeciiofg the suit betwixt him aiid 

' .GriffinFitz-Wenunwen, and prays £sir redress. 

23fe King to Wittiam^ Archbishop of Yoi^. Daitd 

Rothelan^ 25th Nov. [Anno r. IV.] , 

The king «hahring determined to i proceed against 

jPrince Llewellin and the Welsh, commands the 

archbishop, withiaU hj& suffrngans, abbo^, .prjiojrs. 
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and all other heads of religious houses, to meet 
him, or certain persons deputed by him^ at York, 
on the octave of St. Hilary. 

TEMP, SDWARD III.* 

From the Prior and Convent of Pentneye, (in Nor^ 

folk,) to the King. Dated in their Chapier^ at 

Pentneye, pridie Idus Mardjy A. 2>. 1334. 

They are extremely sorry that It is not in their 

power to satisjfy the subsidy demanded by the 

king's letters, on account of the marriage of bis 

sister Eleanor, but send him 40s., intreating that 

his majesty would not be offended at their offering 

so small a sum. 

From the Abbot of Vale RoytU {Cheshire) to the 
King. Dated at their said House, 7* Anno Regis. 
Acknowledging the receipt of the king's letter, 
bearing datei at Pomfiret, 12th day of February, in 
the 7th year of his reign, in which he tells them that 
he deems their excuses insufficient for not affordiiig 
him the subsidy he had denk^ided on account of the 
expences of marrying his sister Eleanor to the Earl 
of Gerl, and again demands the subsidy. They state 
that the monastery was refounded by his grand- 
father, on account of a certain vow he had made on 
his escape from peril of the sea ; and that it wtts 
but partially endowed, and the fabric of their 
church only begun at the time of his death, in 
consequence of which they are left in a wretched 

* These three letters are written in Latin ; many on the same •ah*' 
\0ei, iind writtten at the tame time, are In Frwich. 
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eondition; nevertheless, they oflfer to his majesty 
100*., to be paid when, by his gift, their establish- 
ment shall be completed. 
From the Prior and Convent of Anglesey e {Cam^ 

bridgeshire.) Dated at Angleseye, IJth March. 

Their house is so poor, and so ill endowed^ that 
by means of tithes, tallages, and murrain of cattle, 
they are unable to contribute to his majesty's 
wants, on account of the marriage of his sister,, as 
they wished to have done; nevertheless, out of 
their poor estate, they will, at the ensuing Michael- 
mas, pay the sum of forty-pence to whomsoever he 
shall appoint, in aid of his charges, which small 
sum they hope he will receive without indignation. 



ABSTRACT OF ROYAL LETTERS MISSIVE. 

TEMP. RICHARD II*. 

A fire tres cher 4r feal Michel de la Pool nre Chan* 
celler. Doled Hengham Castle. ^^ Cest nuit bien 
. tard:' [No date.] 

' The Scots having invaded the kingdom, the chan- 
cellor is ordered in all haste to cause to be as-^ 
sembled all the lords of the re^lm, with their reti- 
nue, prepared for war, in fourteen days, either at 
London or Northampton^ as he should judge most 
expedient. And also to order the sheriffs to sum- 
mon all the king's liege subjects, between the age 
of sixteen and sixty, to be at the same place, to 

' * All the letters of this king are in Freach. 

n2 



] 



ipawU ;T^H;^ bim fa»iv§t bis ^|iem|^; tl|e kiHg iii>- 
jtcDdifig to be pt^Hjye^ng o« ^^ Sat|ir#y, fUMi ftt 
London on the Sunday foljo^ing. 
4 ifrpf rev'rejid p^ere ^ti dim if w ^fv?^ c^^f Cbium 
r^r^tie^jf^e ^,Cant^hir:y„nr^ i^Jhifnc^lkr. Dated 

T{>e ki^g h§vipg prdeire^ Ricbar-d de X«ane^ ma- 
(Kvi^ ,to ms^p c£^pn^ t>f^k (pi^rs pour canons) in 

)l^ 49r4^ll> .<^ ^^$^P9^^' iP^ Qlouca^terabire ; dl- 
j^i^clf t;h£i^ .^e o^i^iipellpr should make $ commission 
to blflpi .imder the great seal, to tftke auch warfcmeii, 
^rtifiiGe^^^ and f;^ri$ige^> as be migbt sitand in need 
pf op th^f Qcca^n. 

To ihc sqn^e. Dated Romney^ \Stb Sept. 
The Duke of Berry having informed the king, 
by letters brought by the prior of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, that in consequence of the great mor- 
tality in the marshes of Boulogne and Calais, where 
the am]passadors were to .^semble on the }6th dc^y 
9jF Slep^iem^er following^ it i^ould be advisable tbat 
tliey should meet at Bruges or Ao^ens : it appears, 
nevertheless, to the ^ng, that gs the said prJK^ 1^ re- 
ported^th^t there is no mortality in (he s^id m^arabes., 
or \n t^e m^rd^^s of jPiccardy^ ^likely tp be d^ng^ro^s 
ip those comiflg t^ith/er, i^ w^\4d b? betSiMr «o,t i^ 
change the pjace of me^tjing ^ y^ jijf fi^y ii^a^poable 
cai^se ^^bo.^ld ajri^^ th^ ambassj^r^ s|iou}d t^e em 
PP^Ycjrcjd to change ^h^ p^t^^ce; ^4 give rtie ufice»- 
sai7 pas$port9 to iVG^ r^sof ticig 4^ tlhe^. And aa 
Le Sire Deatrop, one of the sf^id auab^SfEtdors, could 
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ttdt Blteiid »oti that oecasioB, the chancellor is dU 
reeled to alter the tetters patent, putting in fiis 
place the name of Thomas Beauford, Admiral of 
England. 

TEMP. HBKRT IV*. 

Au Rev'ent^pere en dieu lire "is dC cousin leveaque 
d* Excestre nre ChancelUr. Dated on hoard the 
king's ship named the Trinity , in the Port of Mil-- 
ford, 27th May, 

The king, at the request of the Duke of Rothsay, 
orders the chancellor to prepare letters of safe con^o 
4tte$> under the great seal, for John Spershot, es^. 
and John Feller, Vallet, who were formerly dwell- 
ing with. Sir Thomas Mortimer, knight, decease^ 
to come to the li^mg's presence, in his realm of Eng<^ 
land, or e^se^'here, and to return at their pleasure. 
A rire is chier clerc Sr John Searle nre Chancellier^ 
Dated Hertford Castle, 27th Nov. 
The chancellor is directed to give in command* 
ipent) hy the If ing-s writs under the great seal to 
the abbot of Cirencester, that he should not; do, or 
cause to ># done, any damage or molestation to th^ 
kifltg's U^e men of the said town, but that he 
should suffer the said town to be of free condition 
juatill the i^xt, parliaments 

To the somes Dated the Palace of Westminster, 

, . I2th No7>s 
John Hulton, of Bacon Stiieet, and John Beaden- 
f4^» heiPK, by the malice of certain persons, their ene- 
mies^ indicted of divers murders, rapes, and felo* 

* All the letfe^n of this kiiljf ite to FMttck. ' 
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uiea^ before the Justices of the peace for the countj 
of Stafford^ the king wilte, that the indictmenl be 
removed into the king's bench, to be thore deter* 
mined according to the laws. 

TBMP. HBNRY V *. 

" To the worshipful Fader in God oure right trusty 

* 

and welBeloved the Bishop of Duresme our Chan- 
cellor of England". Dated the Town of Vernon, 
2Sth April 
. The king encloses a petition from the parson of 
Street, in Somersetshire, complaining that the 
-abbot and convent of Glastonbury had taken away 
his plough, &c. and imprisoned his men, because 

he had sued them for tithes ; and orders the chan*- 

I* 
trelior to call both parties before him, ^^ and thei 

causes herd^ that he do unto them both right and 

equite \ and in especial that he see that the porer 

party suffice no wrong." 

To the same. Dated Ijambhithe, 9th May. 

The chancellor is commanded to attend to the 
petition of Margery Daye, touching certain extor- 
tions and harms done unto her husband and her by 
John Armesby, notary of Leicester ; and to see that 
right be don^ to the party complainant, *' and the 
more favourably, considering the poverty of the said 
Margery." 

To the same. Dated " In oure hoost before Roan*' 

9th August. 

The chancellor is ordered to cause proclamatton 

* These lettera are written in English, m are all thoae of King 
Henry V. after the year 1417. 
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t6 be made in ail the sea-ports and other places, 
diat the truce between the king snd the duke of 
Bretagne was ^' prorogued until Halownesse next 
coming.*^ 

TBMP. HBNRY VI *. 

•• To the Bight Reverend Fader in Ood, our right 
trusty and right welbtloved the Archbishop of 
Canterbury^ our Chancellor of England,^ Dated 
at Alforsh, 24th January. [25 Henry VL] 
Though the king had before written to the chan- 
cellor for the removing the parliament, which was 
to have been holden at Cambridge, to Winchester, 
on account of the pestilence ; yet he now directs 
ttat it be holden at the town of St. Edmund's Bury; 
* To the same. Dated Westminster, 8th July. 

Tliere being* an assize arraigned by one Edmund 
Cornwall, in the county of Hereford, against Hum^ 
phrey Blount, and others of his freehold in Ashton, 
before William Yelverton and Richard Bingham, 
justices ; the chancellor is ordered to make letters 
of association under the great seat, that William 
Burley be associate with them, and that they 
riioukl not proceed on the said assize unless he be 
present. 

To the same. Dated at our Castle of Berkhamp^ 
sted, the hut day of May, [^ Heii: ^1.] 
The wardship and marriage of the daughter of 

* These letters as well M those of the same king, are written iii 
£nglish^ and most of his letters are signed with his initials R. H. at 
the top of the letter. The royal signature does not appear to ahy 
lett«r before his time. 



the duke of Soffierset^ then Uitefy ^tce«sedi lo br 
granted to the eari of Su^Hc; mod tlie cbMceUiNr 
is directed toprepna^e letters patait^a^eerdioglgr, 

TEMP. BDWARD IV*, 

To the Rt. Rev'endfa^reand mtirtly beloved Cousin 
our Chancellor of England. 3&Ui Pomfrei 
Castle, 2d Dec. [1463.] 

A commission of oyer and terminer to be made, 
directed to John Shipward, mayor of Bristol, Nh&o- 
las Chook, one of the king's justices, Tliomas 
Yong, seijeant at law, and others, for the -punish^ 
ment of certain persons who had stirred up earn* 
ifiotions and insurrections in the town of .fidsuri 
and its neighbourhood; with a mexnoranflnm la 
the king's, own hand, that if the chancellor lihongbt 
he should have a warrant, he might hove^^ne laade 
in due form. 

To ihe.right revered fader in God our right truwfy 
. and wethehoei the Bishop of Baihefdur GksokceU 

lor. Hated Canterbury Wth June^ 

Hve king commands the chanceUorrto send hiiu- 
by the bearer, a new oommissioa of tbe peace tor. 
the county of Suffolk, inckisittg a schedule 0f th^ 
names to be contained in it, and charging him not 
to change the satne commisaidn in any. wise, with* 
out a ^piecial oommfmdmentvfrom him aa t0>de. 



. • The letters of King Edward IV. an all written in Efigliak, mi 
most of them signed by the king, with a monogram formed of the 
letters R. £. and frequently with notes at tiM bottom in the lung's 
hand-writingl , . 
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f ': To 9Ur trusty and weib^loped clerk MaiMter £«- 

bert Kirkeham, keeper of our great seel and of our 

r^ll^Mpure <Jhanc0fik, and oir welhelQved jC^n- 

fffi/|ofir Thomns Coli^ derk iff wr hanaper:" 

Pikied the Monf^t^'^ St.. Albam, April 

j:h& )cipg is v^y mqch surprised that a $^ con^ 

4ji^jt |iap :«ot been made fox the Kejrvel of Spwi 

ly^g at {godthamptop, and for the mastlsr and Jm>- 

j^ip^s of the same, aocording to the verbal diree>- 

tioiis giv^n by him to the clerk M ^e rolte, »g^ 

tfee privy ?eal delivered to him )by the eaj?l of Wor r 

cester ; and peremptorily commands him to mak^ 

it out w^thput delay, for which, if the warrant wei^i^ 

Apt sufficient^ he should imve it renewed, thought 

the king thought his speech was sufficient war^- 

rant ; wUh a note in the kipg's hand-writing, that 

he " willed the premises to be sped without delay." 

TElttP. aiCVIAAn III *. 

" To the flight Reverend Fader in God^ our right 
trusty and tfielbehved the Bishop of Lincolne, our 
' Chaneellqr of ^ngland^ Duted our town of 
- - - ngdoN, l9,thMarch^ 

The chancellor is ordered to make a commission 
under the great peal, for taklnj^ such carpenters and \ 

other artifii;e^s as might be thought expedient ica 
\he ^njshing of the chape} of om Ii»dy and St. Ni<* 
cholas (iiow King's College) in the university of 
Cambridge. 

• The letters of King Richard III. are all in Engliah, ligiied bf 
him at the top with the letters R. R. ' 
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To the same. Dated the Ctutle of Kenelworth, 22d 

May, 

The king of Scotland having desired a safe con- 
duct for the archbishop of St. Andrew's, with fcwty 
persons on horseback to pass to Rome ; and also 
for certain persons to be commissioners to keep the 
diet to be holden on the borders ; the king orders 
the chancellor to prepare letters patent under th^ 
great seal, assuring him by that letter signed with 
his hand, that his majesty, at more leisure, would 
make unto him such sufficient warrant for his dis- 
charge in tliat behalf, as he should think best to be 
devised ; enclosing a schedule with the names of 
the Scotch commissioners, signed by the king at 
the top and bottom. 

To the same. Dated the Monastery of Gloucester, 

2d Aug. 

The chancellor is ordered to make letters of 
general pardon, under the great seal, for Sir Ralph 
Hastings, knight, late lieutenant of the castle of 
Guines ; and also letters of confirmation of all 
lands, "Livelode," and offices granted to him by 
king Edward the fourth, and to cause the same to 
be delivered to the said Sir Ralph out of the king's 
hanaper, sending unto his majesty the very copies 
of them, to the intent that he might thereupon 
provide a more sufficient warrant to the chancellor, 
besides that letter signed with his hand. 
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PRIVIIJ&GBS AND PASTIMES OF THE POOR IN THB 
REIGN OF aUSEN ELIZABETH. 

The following article 15 aitranscript from the ori-- 
^inal^ formerly in the possession of Sir John Evelyn, 
Bart. It shews the methods that were formerly 
<«ised of granting relief to the necessitous ; it next 
proves, tliat in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, sports 
on Sundays were common ; and, lastly^ it makes 
us acquainted with the nature of the pastimes thlit 
were in use. in those days. * 

' Middlesex.'^To all mayors, shereffe», constables, 
and other hed officers, within the counte of Mid- 
dlesest. 

After our bartie > commendations* Whereas we 
are informed, that one John Secenton Powlter, 
dwellinge within the parishe of St. Clement's 
Danes, beinge a poore man, havinge fower small 
" ^children, arid fallen into decay, ys lycensed to have 
and use some playes and games, at uppon nine 
sev^iiEd) Sondaies, for bis better relief, comforter 
. and sustentacdon, within the countie of Middlesex, 
. lo commence and begynne at and from xxiind daie 
gf Msde next comyhge, after the date hereof; and 
not to remayne in one place not aboue three 
several Sondaies : aSad we, considerynge that great 
resort of people is. lyke.to come thereunto, we will 
and require you, as well for good order, as also for 
4he preservation of the Queen's Majesty's peace, 
that you take with you foure or five of the discrete 



} 
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and substantial men within your office, or tribute^ 

where the games shall be put in practice, then and 

there to foresee and do your endeavour to your best 

inith«it behalf, during Ifae eonifcinuanpeoCibe games 

or jilaies; which games are . hereiifier aeyen^ 

.mentioned, that is to say, the shotinge iwith'^like i 

stfindltFd, the shotinge with Ihe bn>de;an'dwfe^ the 

.sbotiiige and the twelve shore, priek,' the. sbotinge 

.a( Ab^ tarthe, Ahele|ung» for.men^ theraHningefor 

Allien, the wrastlioge, the thcomdnge iof (the sledge, 

and the pytchinge of the/barre,vwithiaU»ucfliXMiier 

^igwues <a8 haiiie\at anytime ibcvet^Mre oi^^now be 

. iycenaed, used, «r ptajred. 

Geaven the xxvith day of Aprill, in the eksweiUi 
.]3?ar,^f4he Que^nfs iMajesty'st raigae. 
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REGULATION OF HOUSEHOLD SERVANTS IN- THB 

t * ■ ♦ 

COURT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

In, Ihe aixleenth century, servants were hetd tea 
.gireater degree of subjection than they 'are ^-pipe- 
jBtoit ; as Will appear, by the following v^rry-cuipioiis 
lint of penalties, kept ^hy the ancesCDrsdif 'an 
.English baronet, 1565^,^ for llie better regulation 
/Of the duties of the househ<iiid. 

L That no aeruant bee absent )firom pralar, at 
mornii^ or cneflEiing, widiout <^ lawfiil excuse, to 
he alledged within oncday after, vpon paine'to'fer- 
fiet for ffirery time dd. 



III. That no man leaue ante doqr^ qpen tb#t,|^ 

IV. That none of the men be in beef from f^* 
h^iyn^y i^iMifihfi^m^y aft^r ;ri^pf ib^ ii^^ in 
itbe^marpii^.} i>Dr,Qut.9l:b^ )h^ )ilitex4^n,Qf t^ 
clock at night; nor from MichaelisQias ^tiU i^l^ 

ili^ye^, Ui <bt$d ^ft^r 90Mi)n lArtbe manniAg, nor 
mJ^kfrMim »t iiugbt^ Ti^b^ut refusQttiib];e Qmm, 
on paine of 2A» 

oY* Thi^iiop Inl9n's1bQdJ>^/|lormllde^.inQl^6I:^^ or 
iM^eJ^oK/MPclennie^ «fte^.,ei|^tit pi the olQtik k Jt^ 
mornings on paine of Id. 

;]r^. {(Chsii; ,np « vixm mmn^ any immwc^ ¥llhin 

either of the courts, vpon paine of euery t]|p|e jt 
4Mft be piKtH^d Id. 

iWI, Tb#tM(^ inw te^b^^Eue pftb^i^hiUren^^ 
vnhonest sp^eche, on pajne pf '4d« 

,yjll. Ib^t ioo J9iitfi waite iKt /th^ ,(4ble witjiout 

cause, on paine of Id. 

J^ilii9teei|t#ti4ipy,inQi»lie, ji|ejt||ipu(;rQ|i^Mtb)b8 mu^, 
on paine of Id. 

X. Jf wie mfipi b^ii)i:,e ^ iglm^^, . Ji^ : ^h^fl |iun- 
AW^r rtiejprifje tbiw!!Pof,i^jtf .of ,bip w^giJ^y: iw^tltf 4» 

for it, on paine of 12d. 
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XL The table must couered balfe an houre 
before eleven at dinner^ and six at supper, or before, 
on paine of 2d. 

XIL That meate be readie at eleven, or before, 
at dinner, and six, or before, at supper, on pain6 of 
6d. ' 

XIIL That none bee absent, without, leave or 
good caus6, the whole day, or anie part of it, on 
paine of 4d. '• 

XIV. That no man strike hi§ fellow, on paine of 
loss of seniice ; nor reuile or threaten, or provoke 
one another to strike, on paine of 12d« ^ 

XV. That no man come to the kitchen without 
reasonable cause, on paine of ld« and the cook 
likewise to forfeit Id. 

XVI. That none toy with the maids, on plkine 
of4d. 

XVII. That no man weare foule shirt on Sun- 
dale, nor broken hose or shooes, or doublett with- 
out buttons, on paine of Id. 

XVIII. That when anie stranger goeth hence, 
the chamber be dressed up again within four hours 
after, on paine of Id. 

XIX. That the hall be made clean euery dale, 
by eight in the winter, and seuan in the summer, 
on paine of him that shall doe it Id. 

XX. That the court-gate bee shut each meale, 
and not open during dinner and supper, withoiA 
just cause, on p^e the porter to forfiet for euery 
tyme Id. 
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XXL That all stavrs in the bouse, and other 
rooms that need shall require, bee made cleane on 
Frydaie after dinner, on paine of forfeiture of euery 
one of whom it shall belong vnto 3d. 

All which summes shall be duly paide eaeh 
quarter-daie out of their wages ; and bestowed on 
the poor or other godly vse. * * S** 



STAT£ OF THK BRITISH ROYAL NAVY IN THK RRIGN 

OF QUBEN ELIZABETH. 

The following list of the triumphant navy of the 
renowned Queen Bess, is extracted from a MS. 
book of her yearly expenditure, civil and military, 
richly done up in vellum, and lettered on the back, 
^ — — ate of England in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth * 

'^ The nomber and names of the Queen's shipps. 

" The figures on the left side sheweth the nomber 
of the shippes. 

^^ Tlie first place on the right hande sheweth the 
tonoftge of eueiy shippe. 

*^The second sheweth how many men cache of 
them is allowed in harborough to keepe them. 

" The third sheweth the nomber of men that 
euery shipp i^ allowed when she is at sea in service. 

*^ The fowerth place sheweth bowe many of her 
men must be mariners. 

* 7%e remainfler of the lettcn are illegible, «nd the title, with 
•erenl pages, are lost 
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^' The Mb nheweth htjfwe mKHy of b^ meA must 
be gontiers. 

'< The sixte shi&weth how mtoy of heM£l<«i mm 
be souldiers. 

1. The^umph lOdO 30 500 3«0 it 12l 

2. The Elizabeth Jonas 900 30 500 340 40 120 

3. TheBeare 900 30 500 340 40 120 

4. Du Mer L'Honneur 900 30' 500 340 40 120 

5. The Victory 800 17 400 268 32 100 

6. The Arke Roial) 800 17 400 268 32 100 

7. The Mary Rose 600 12 250 150 30 TO' 

8. The Hope 600 12 250 150 30 70 

9. Tlie Eliza Bonadnenture . 600 12 250 150 30 70 

10. T^e Golden Hynde 500 12 250 150 30 70 

1 1* The Garta&d «> 500 12 250 150 30 70* 

12. The NonparieBe *,, 500 12 250- 150 30 70 

13. The Defiannce 500 12 25a 150 30' 70- 

14. The Vanguard 500 12 250 150 30 70 

15; the Rainebowe 500 12 250 150" 30 70 

16. The Dreadnought 400 10 200 l40 20 4^'^ 

17. The Swiftaure v ^. 360 lO 180 120 20^ 40* 

18. The Antilopp 340' 9 160 114 16 30* 

19- TheSwallowe 300 9 160 114 16 30 

20. The Foresight 300 9 160 114 16 30 

2r.TheAyde 240 6M2<>' 88 12 20 

22. The Quittaunce 260 6 100' 76 12^ 12* 

23. The Annswere 160 6 100 76^ 12 12' 

24. The Crane 160 6 100 76 12 12 

25. nie Vantage 160 6 100 76 12 ^2 

26. ThieBull 160 6 100 76 12' 12 

27.TheTygcr 160 6 100 • 76' l^ lY 

28. The Tramontamt , 130 6^ ' 7Cf 69 8 10* 

29. The Scout 120 5 70 52^ 8 10 

30. TheAcates 100 4 60 42 8 10 

31. ThdPopingay 100 3 60 4*' 8 ' W * 

32. The George 80 3 24 20 4' '0" 
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^ Tl^e'OsIl^ Bonakjgfiai ^.. MO 4 . 50 3a 8 12 

34i llw (Jlurle^ .•.,.,......,..• 70. 4 •. 4^ . 35r^; 4* 6^^ 

35..TheMoone. ^ 60 4 4<) 30 4' 6 

36. The Spic ...:. 60 4 40 30 4 6 

37. TheAduycc ; 60 4 40 30 4 6 

38ttTheMttUjDiui». \,..„^ 40 • 4 36 27 4 4 

^^.llie Suane ....i 30 3. 3A> !^ 3. 2 

40. TheCygnat .20 2 20 . 16 2 2 

SixeBoates 6 180 174 

The Frigate 20 2 35 

Tde French' Frigate' ...... 20 2 35' 9 

. . T!\;^^iumixA'^'.-^ 200 2 00 9^\ 



MCORDA OF JUOICIAI; PBOCfiJBD|N6S IN ' THB COURT 
OF THE BARLOF ORKNBY ^. 

bi August I60£^'-r.«-Onle> man faayiniCf gripped half 
a rig of 'his neighbour's land, the judge and assize 
fine him fbr it, arid OFdains the haill laild in Skei^ 
berry, of the kiu^ kirk, and'udel, to be pailit be 
thefiDddand ssix honest nybors, and ilkowner to 
be possessed of his awn pairtj laocording to the use 
of nyhborheid, ■ 

3. July 1602 — [Pc/(y Crimes.'] Laurence Stttl 
is tryit to: have disobeyi't the fold's -dbome for cer- 
tain <febt restand tO' him, thairfore is diseemit to 
pay an dnnira, under tixe pain of poynding. 

16. July 1^602.— It it tryit and provin^ that Da- 
vid Foulii^diUl hes disobeyit the fold in detiaii»ng 

• Notes of Orkney and Zetland ; illustrative of the History, An- 
tiqiiittes, Scenery, and Customs of those Islands. By ALEX. Pe- 
TMRKiH, Esg.i St»nf'SuhstUiii€ rf Orkney. 1 vol. «vo. Edtahnrgh. 
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atie servant quhilk he was discernit to leife, and 
keiping him all the winter thairafter ; decemis him 
to pay 1 mark ilk nicht the tyme he detainet him, 
under the pain of poynding. 

23. July 1602.— It is tryit that Gregorins Tha* 
masoun brak the arrestment maid be the fold of 
Zell upon certain corns ; thairfoir is discernit to 
pay the sume of 10 libs, 

5. August 1602. — James Barnetson . and Adam 
Cromaitie^ baith proven in the foldis bfiiks to 
have (lisobeyit to gang to my lord's wark in Scal-^ 
loway, as they were discernit ; thairfoir ilk ane of 
thame ar discernit to pay for disobedience 40s. 

21. June 1603. — Ingager in Leady is-tryit to have 
steyit the deid unburyit, and thairfoir is discernit 
to pay 408, under the pain of poynding ; and or^ 
dains the! hail commonis within the yie of Yell to 
burie thair deid how shone ony sail happin to die^ 
without ony delay or impediment, ilk persoun under 
the pain of 40s. and ratifies and apprevis thedecretis 
and doomes pronouncit and maid heiranent in all 
poyntis. 

5. July 1604. — Magnus Erasmussoun, for bein 
fow and drunkin, contrair and agains the actis 
maid thairanent of befoir, and for bleiding him-^ 
self be his drunkenness beneath the ene; thair- 
foir is discernit to pay for hts fowness 10 libs, and 
for his bluid beneath the ene 4 markis^, in exampil 
ofutheris. 

10. July 1603, — CH»i€if Capital, viz, Theft.l^ 
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Anent the accusation of Margaret Peter's dochter* 
for the theftous steilling of an sheip of hir nyhbors^ 
having na sheip of her awin, comperit the said 
Margaret in judgment, and confest the stowth qf 
the said sheip, not knawing quha aucht the samen, 
confessing the samen to be done in plain hunger 
and necessitie; quhilk being consideret be the 
Assise, find trying this to be the first fi^ult, discernis 
her haill guids, and gere, and landis, gif ony he., 
U> be escheit, and hirselff to be banist the countrie 
within the space of an moniet, at the least in the 
first passage; and gif she b'eis itpprehendit with 
the walor of ane yiristhift heirafter, to be tanfc 
and drownit to the daith, in the exampill of utheris. 

Anent the accusation of Olaw Ms^wnsoun, for 
the theftous steilling of ane sheip of his motheris, 
iquhilk was rau^ellit, and found with him, quha 
being accusit thairfoir in judgment,, could not deny 
the samen; yet not the less the Assyse tal^and cour 
sideration thairinto, and finding the samen to be 
the first fait, discernis his and his wyffis haill guids 
^nd gere and landis to l>e escheat, and tbemselifs 
to be baneist the countrie within %l\e lipace of an 
monet, at the leist m the first passage; and gif 
thai be apprehendit in t^e walor of au viri£-tbift 
heirafter, to be tane an put to the daith^; in ex- 
ampill of utheris, ; 

21. July 1602.— It is tryit and provit be certain 
^anselmen, thatlntale Automissounstand, i^S^ter 
^as stown certain fische out of the pkoes of St, 
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Maguiis parddhh^aiidiMrlfiB^ef^^ house 

imder the Dyhboifs mlEU^kis ; 'teid 4ih«ir hk haill 
^ds'Btid Tgere disceroit escheit^itml <gifvhe 
'ttppinslfi^dit ) With the Iwalor of /«& Urte-^hift 
8ftrr/ta be 'ttme nd hangH be t^^^ <|ii}uUhe 

*Vit^ tii eatampiil of uthetiB. 

23. Dltto.**^iii a CBse of repeated th^ftr-^Hie 
Assise (a}(m€0 "finding <he pdints of ditty loir the 
•maint pairt haiUHy praren, md^injiilso .(tjie -cri- 
miHttl) ''to have been a. n6tori0Us thi^f tfa^ moof 
ylef» tif befeir ; thftiFfohr thai all int)ne yetedis- 
'cenk his landis^ guidsy andgere to be^sebcjt^Aiid 
4iiiilself to^be tdthe to the Gallow-hiil^ and ^^aiF .^d 
behfemrgit b'e^thecraige whill he^ie, in exaoa^leof 
nlheris. 

S. Jirly 1604.-*-Iti8 statult and of dainit that nme 
^itfiin: the parochin (of Aithsting add* Saitdsting 
4n Wales) vdl ony of their oidn to Pwboien^ 
-tftranger^ or udieris out of the . coimtrie, f r^ tUs 
"^rthe; ilk persoun under Ibe pam of 49 Mbs^ ioties 
^^^ties. 



i» iii* 



It appears^ from other entries, that -eai^sott- 
tion of property was also the. penally of suicide ; 
bnt with these^^eady given wenui^t coxiclade. 

The population of Otkwsy and Zetland was^m 
1801, 46,824 J in 181 1, it h^ decr^aetfd to 46^163 ; 
rBnd by the iast retarns, ia \8^l, had risen to 
52,124. 



2W 

^ ♦^EWM > WIUa r HJB N J^DRISie ISilB €«TIL WARS. 

9%» foUowiiig' letters are copied from the ovigmaU. 
Lady^ofBter was wife to Sir /Claudius Forster, of 
Baadbusig^, countjr of Nortiiiimb^land ; and daugh- 
ter <of Sir William F>enwJ€k^ bright. The first is 
liiddiout4ate^ but was^^^idontly written • daring th^ 
^ivil wars. 

: '^^ Joha Apfdel^ ; Jit ^is 4mpe6$ifole for mee to 
ijtiye you ^dhreee^oiMi teudiing ^v:erything; for 
y^'times ape so^cluingeefble and daungerous as none 
none^ean 4ell #hat 4;o -doe for the best. Therefore 
I c<»a^tt all my-ooeasions to your discrec*ou^ to 
doe the best you can^ tRryounee cause ; and where- 
in! oan gi^eyou direcc'ons, you shall know my 
mind. And ^rst I t&inke it very necessary that 
yau^el what corne^^mcan from. Styford 3 for as- 
teititie'y^iirselfe that-ceme will be more precious 
Xban gOtt)^, 'if you^ can-but gett it^ and keepe itt j 
ImH, thatt wee must referre ^ 'Crod^ yett lett u& doe 
that which is most probably Ae best. As for my 
geods^ I cannot t^U what to say^ for in this coun- 
troy-aU Is^tsbenand in^takeing. I hope you will 
esoiape aslongas any^ 4f you could but keepe them 
fretti^beeves J fov in this countrey it is marvell to 
see either «heepe or ^eastes^ I would have you 
■Md Alexander -Dixson to my brother Camaby and 
Mr.'Saunderscai'With tbes4ettersj and if AlexaU'* 
^trmsnot goe> send some- other when you thinke 
PUM fitt. T^U Robert Wilkinson^ of Espersheales^ 
flmtl j»m pleased hee tctf^ wmeoxen to doe their 
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worke for their .xneate, .upon vcoudic'on hee - eaif 
keepe them from the theeves. I have sent jtwo 
cakes for Francis and Maudlin; and I have $ent 
you garden seedes, which I would have sowxie as 
soon as you can; but be sure you cover them with 
some birch or firr, for fear of the turkyes and 
hennes. Your wife and children are well, .aUd I 
think will not be fearefiill as long, as wee iare here; 
and therefore you need take noe care for them as 
yett ; but how soon wiee shall be distressed, God 
knowes. That is all I can say for the present. 



From Sir Claudius Forsier, *' to his Chaplain Mr^ 
Cuthbert Marley, at Baumburgh.'' 
^^ MVi Marley ; In my absence be careiull thatt 
all things be right ordered and kept. As fer your 
arreares for your wages, dewe at New-yeare's day 
last, being seaventeen poundes, w'h makes just 
40/. b^ing all that is dewe unto you untill Midr 
som'er ne?^t y I praye you not to fail, but to. goe 
over unto Balmbroughsbire to this bearer, :fi^r the 
spedy and more redy dispatch of him for comeinge 
upp with y« rentes; and for provision, there is both 
malt and wheat bn d, beside mutton at . . . isingr 
ton, and other petty tithes, that will save you from 
starveing of hunger. I am in haste, and soe must 
rest, sayeing this much, that if any doe wrong oiy 
tenants in my absence, they shal feare n^e when I 
doe return, if my Maister get the better; and mew^ 
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whill let my tenants appeale to S'r Ralph Delavall, 
or SV Ralph Gray, who are the two I most pre- 
sume of In Northumberland; and I know that 
com'only a mail's absence gives way to a man's 
subtill adversary ; and thus I rest your patron. 

*^ CLAUniUS FORSTKR. 

** From Tuxfordy this first of June.*' 

Together with the above are the two following :: — 
** 3b all Captains, and them whom it concernes. 
'* London, — ^These are to require you to permit 
and suffer Mr, Edward Hlnks and Mrs. Frances 
Pickett to pass your courts of guard, with one 
horse, into my LordFalrefax his army, without anle 
interruption. This 21st of May, 1644. 

" By warrant of y*' Lord Malor,. 

" Jo. Readingb." 
Seal, three boars' heads couped, two and one. 

" Harry Ewbankr. — Permitt ye Baron of Hil- 
ton and his Sonnes to- pass with eighteen horse 
from Welmouth to Hartlnpole In such sort as 
suites their quality, they having given their honors 
to makC: no attempt on the Parlis^mentsouldjers ; 
for. w'h ,thls shal be your good warrant. . 

" Francis Wrbnn*.' 

'' Durham, 24th Jug. 1647.*' 

* FranciA ;Wreim, of.'Henkoowie, (of . the Bincbester £wiiily^) 
bore a colonel's commission, and acted as a^ magistrate under tbe 
Parliament, and under Cromwell; but behaved with much' greater 
mildness and moderation towards the Loyalists than most of his col- 
leagues. 
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XJSTTBES l>t^RlWG A BlOf itt TOM HAVY; 

The following curious Documents are from the Ori* 
ginals, in the possession of G. P. Jbrvoisb^ Esq. 
M. P. of Herriard House, Hants, 

L ^^ Wee whose names are here vnder men- 
tioned doe ingag^ ohf seUuesc vnder the com'ande 
of Henry Jemis, C^t. of the ffellowshipp now 
vnder the com'ande of the Right Hono**** Ro*»*Earlfe 
of Warwick Lord high Adm'" of England^ ffor to 
to adiienture our lines vnder the afforsaide comman- 
ders flTor the defience of the Kinge^ Parliment^ and 
Kingdome^ and to ffech in and subdeue (by the 
grace of God) the reuolted shipps mto the obe- 
dience of the Kinge and Parlimente. Inwitnes 
hereof we haue sett our hands 1M9 ffowertenth of 
Aug^ 1648. *^ Henry Jervoise, Capt. 

'^ William Comley, Mate. 

Anthony KowortSi, M^te. 

Anthony Crowne, Corp'raJL** 
^Signed als& by 44 others.'] 
2. ^^ Sk, These tymes being fuB of jealousye, 
mid sotat ittfettHfac^ons being exhibited to mee, and 
the Commissioner^ of V&tlysLniK t&ncembig fo^ 
sonne^ I haue p Vadied him to lay down his pre-^ 
sent charge in the ffellowshipp ( V"! tMnefiremuch 
better dMitt td bring matters to a oonlest^ and 
therby haitard Utie snblecdng of himselfe to tJie 
inconvenience of a publicke complaint ;) and have 
thought fitt to accompany him with this assurance^ 
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That SBi I shaHbe»; i eadyf yjipow alb kkKiMualiSi toJ 

sem^ycaiy: soel shjall Bdt.bee2wanliBtgviiii eji]90&^ 

A0^ of ffiieiadBhipp which II shal bee^fthlc^h^^ft^r/ 

t6 sbowe him. U0ihi% that iM geodnes^ a£ G^fd^ 

ta tte Nation mil spe setle: aurrpn^ent jijfil;]»cr> 

c'ons at sea^ as may putt me into a capacity ctf^niaftr.. 

nifesdAg^iny^cespeet lemurd» hii% in tfistunouj^of 

that affecc'cm. tl^tfr borne vnto yo'eelfc^ by. yo' ftSn; 

suredfriiBnd^ ' Wa^Wsc^^^ • 

<^ TlUifttfjry jBoj»ff^ 14^ August^ l&iB,. ^ 

To mjK fHme'dfoeiMd, Sit Thames Ji^PDme^ ^j^ 
a Member of the hono*ble Hpuse of Commons. 

[lRdprse4 " August 14> 1648. Earl of W^rr 

wick to Sir T. Jervoise about turning Henry 

Jervoise out of his ship/'] 



Extract from the Book of Sports 3 as set forth 

by Charles the First*. 

Sir T^^ KJNG. 

" (^v% dear i^afAmxy o^ ble3sed, ipiegiory,,^ <^P^^£[, 
throtigh IfancjashJtre, foupd that his subjects were, 
d0b«i:red fropii l^isfful reqreatioi^t^ upon Sundays 
after f^ve^JiEig prayers eaad^d, and i^pn bQlidays : 
an^ h« • pmden^y coi^i4ere^ that if tjb^se tiuTies^ 
w^i^ Xsimi, froDO^ then]|0 the mea^^. sqjc^ w; V 1% 

^ It wUl be impoadble fbr the reader to penisfr tlB»artkJle kfMi<- 
o«t beiii^ seiMBibly stiadk: wilit the. cootnil; oA tl^ngft 4nri»g Ijliftpre* 
fl#ft,ijkiiff^-buil<]]p{; eif^, aki4 the time tp whi^h it mfers. So far 
from junaaeme nta bel^g sanctioned on Sunday, the necessaries of 
life are now actuaHy prohibited from being sold on that day. 
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bdur hard all the week, should hmvt no recreatioiii^ 
at all to refresh their spirits ; did, in his princely 
wisdom/ publish a declaration to all his loving^ 

- • • • 

subjects, concerning lawful sports to be used at 
such times : which after other particulars, proceeds 
and says :— 

' ^ It is true, that at our first entry to this crown 
and kingdom, we were informed^ and that too 
truely, that our county of Lancashire abounded 
more in Popish recusants, than any county of Eng- 
land, and thus hath still continued since, to our 
great regret, with little amendment, save that now 
of late, in our last riding through our said county, 
we find, both by the report of the judges, and of 
the bishop of that diocese, that there is some 
amendment now daily beginning, which is no 
small contentment to us. 

* The report of this growing amendment, 
amongst them, made us the more sorry, when with 
our own ears we heard the general complaint of 
our people, that they were barred from all lawful 
recreation and exercise upon the Sundays after- 
noon, after the ending of all divine service ; which 

r 

cannot but produce two evils : the one the hinder- 
ing the conversion of many, whom their priests 
will take occasion here to vex, persuading them, 
that no honest mirth or recreation is lawful or to- 
lerable in our religion, which cannot but breed a 
great discontent in our people's hearts ; especially 
of such as are peradventure upon the point of turn- 



:bxtract .from. the. book, of sports^ &c. 297' 

iHg. The other inconvenience is, that this, prohi- 
bition barreth.the common and meaoersort oCpeo-^ 
pie, from using such exercises, as may make their 
bodies more able for war, ,when we oriour succe.s.-T 
sors shall have occasion to use them ; aQd>ia place 
thereof, sets up filthy tippltngs and drunkenness, 
and breeds a ^number of idle and discontented 
speeches Jn their ale-houses. For when shalL the 
the common people have leave to exercise, if not 
upon the Sundays and. holidays ; seeing they must' 
apply to their, labour, and win theirlivinginall 
working days ? . 

^ Our express law therefore is, that- the laws. of 
our kingdom, and canons of our church, be as well 
observed in that county, as in all. other places of 
this our kingdom. And on the other part, that no 
lawful recreation shall be barred to our good peo-^ 
ple^ which shall not tend to . the . breach of; our 
aiSoresaid laws, and canons, of, our church ; which 
toe^cpress more particularly, our. pleasure: is that 
the bishop, and all other inferior churchmen,: and 
churchwardens, shall for their parts.be careful and 
diligent, both tojnstruct the ignorant, and con* 
vipee and reform them that are misled in religion,, 
presenting them that will not conform themselves, 
but obstinately stand out against our judges and 
ju^tice^ ; whom we likewise command to put the 
la^ in due execution. against th«m. 

^ Our pleasure likewise is, that the bishop of 
ths^t, diocese take the. like straight order with all 

o2 
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the pnritflU miid pit t kianss, wfchis flie samey «l- 
tber coflstrainii^p tbcM to moiDrm thMuahr^s^ «r 
la ksBM liK aonniry^ aeoordiDf to die lftir9<rfo«r 
kiflgdoDi^ and muuntf of onr dmrek; and io to 
itxfke eqwdly oo both haadi^ agafast tht eM^ 
temneri of our aathority^ mi mif wm tia^ of o«r 
dmreb. Amiy 

* ABtar mar g<HpA people's fanrfal reeraatkni, oor 
pleasure likewise is, that after the ead of dMm 
lerrioe, our good people be Boft disturbed, Ictlsd 
or tfsoouniged from aiij hMirfol recreation, such as 
daodiig, either men or women ; areherjr for mei^ 
leaping, TanltiBg, cr any odier sudi harmless re- 
creation; nor fitmi having of nay«-games^ whitsoil- 
ales, and morris-danees, and the seCting* up of 
may-poles, and <Hher sports therewith nsed^ so ai 
the same be had in doe and convenient time, whli- 
oitf impediment cr neglect of divine service : aasd 
that women shall have leaves to carry mshes to the 
ehurehfiirthe decorating of it, aceofdingto theif 
old custom* But withal, we do here account still 
as prohiUted all unlawfttl games to be used upon 
Stmdays only, as bear and bull-baitings, interhides, 
and at all times in the meaner sort of people, pro- 
hibited, bowling. And likewise we bar from this 
benefit and liberty, all such known recusants, 
either men or women, as will abstahi from coming 
to church or divine service, being Iherefoi^ un* 
worthy of any lawful recreation after the said ser- 
vice, that wUI not first come to the church and 



«irre66ti: inraliimtiiiy ia Hke aort^ iImb Mid r#- 
crwikm to mky Ihut^ Aosgiit eonlbna in vtiigtatt, 
are Aot presem In the dnupch at die Mrviee of God^ 
beibi^ ^lefar goiag to the said reortations. Onr 
pkaMii^ likewise is^ that they to whom it bekmg^ 
elh in cAce, shall presenty- and sharply punish all 
sfoch M In abuse of this our Hberty^ will use these 
(Zeroises befoi^ the ends of all divine sendees for 
lihat day. And we likewise slraightly coniinaildy 
that e^ery persoii shall resort to his own parish 
ckiireh^ to hear dirine serviee, and eaoh pariah hy 
itself to use the said recreation after divine serviee. 
Pirohibititig likewise any offensive weapons to be 
cafrted or used in the said times of reereatkms, 
and our pleasure is, that this our declaration shall 
be publiidied by order from the Bishop of the £o- 
oese, thro* all the parish churches ; and that both 
oUr Judges of our circuit, and our justice of eur 
j^aee be Informed. 

* Given at our Manor of Greenwich, the four Md 
twentieth day of May, in the sixteenth year 
of our reign of England, France, aitd Ireland j 
and of Scotland the one and fiftieth.* 

« 

<^ Now, oat of a like pious care f<H? Uie service of 
God, and fof iiunpreseing of any humouri^ that op- 
pose truth, a^id for the ease, comfort, aiid recrea- 
tiott of our well deserving people, we do ratify and 
publish this our blessed father's declaration: the 
rather, because of late in some counties <»( our 
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kingdom, we find, that .under pretence of takingr 
away abuses, there hath been a general forbidding^ 
not only of ordinary meetings, but of the feasts of 
the dedication of the churches, commonly called 
Wakes. Now, our express will add pleasure is, 
that these feasts, with others^ shall be observed, 
and that our Justices of the peace, in their several 
divisions, shall look to it, both that all disorders 
there^. may be prevented and punished; and that 
all neighbourhood and freeidom, with manlike and. 
lawful exercises be used. And we farther com-- 
maud our Justices of assize, in their several cir- 
cuits, to see that no man do trouble or molest any 
of our loyal and dutiful people, in or for their law- 
ful recreations, having first done their duty to God, 
and continuing in obedience to us, and our laws. 
And of this we command all our Judges, Justices 
of the peace, as well within liberties, as without. 
Mayors, Bailiffs, Constables, and other officers, to 
take notice of, and to see observed, as they tendier 
our displeasure. And we farther will, that publi- 
cation of this our command be made, by order 
from the Bishops, through all the parish churches 
of their several dioceses respectively. 

*^ Oiven at our palttce of Westminster, the 
eighteenth day of October, v/i the timth 
year of our reign.** 
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Original Letters of King Charles I. afford^ 
ing hktaricm Evidence of tvto interesting Ehents in 
the reign of that unfortunate monarch. 

The following letters have remained, from the re- 
mote period in which they were written, among 
the family documents of the late Henry Fotherley, 
Esq. of Whitfield, of the Bury, in the parish of 
Rickmansworth, in the county of Hertfordshire, 
whose ancestor Sir Ralph Whitfield, (who married 
Dorothy, daughter of Sir Henry Spelman, the ce • 
lebrated antiquary,) was prime serjeant to King 
Charles the First : — 

" Charles R. 

" Right trasty and well-beloved 
Councillor, We greet you well. Whereas (in re- 
gard of our residence) Wee have thought fit to 
have the next Terme kept in this our Citty of 
Yorke ; our will and expresse coiftmand therefore 
is, that you forthwith give order that Trinity Terme 
next bee adjourned to this our Citty, to be holden 
at the usuall time ; and that the writts of adjourn- 
ment bee issued forth accordingly, under our 
Create Seal, for doing thereof. And that a pro- 
clamation bee presently sent out, to give timely 
notice, in the several counties of this our kingdome 
and dominion of Wales ; and for the more orderly 
and formal 1 performance hereof. Wee will that you 
advise with our Judges, soe that all things neces- 
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sary for the premisses bee timely and effectually 

perfiH-med ; for which this shall bee ycmr warrant^. 

^ Given att our Court at Yorke, the 14lh of 
May^ 1642. 

^^ I expect your obedience^ in this^ without r^ply^ 

and with a& much secre$ie a^ th^ business can 

aford. '' C. B. 

^^ To our. right trusty a^d. well-beloved Cau&cellorj 

Edward Ix>rd Littleton^ Keeper of our greats 

scale of England/' 

<< Mt Lord Kbjbper, 
^* I eaimot say that your last letter o£ tdie 13tt 
of May is the cause of this (the ntcessitiQ if my 
aflaires being the only trew motive of it) \ but I 
asseure you it gives me the more confidenee to be- 
l^ve tbais wfajit I comiRand in this will have the 
iMre wUiing obedieoee. It is this : I fynde an ab^ 
sHihile iMteessitie (the particiifaur reasons I have npl 
tgrme to show yQu)> thai you and my Greai^ Seide 
riHmld wait: upoo mee heere with all pofisiUe 
apeede^ botbe iwr yc^urr good and myiie.^ tberefoc 
my exprfisse will and pledaur is, that uamediatlie 
after tte receipt of this you take your jmmie faid»^r> 
with as much diligenee as your boddie will permitl 

~ * 1^ Roi T^uliit auHd transfirer lea com« cle justiM de Westmin- 
«^r ^ Yprcl^ } et il enToya i«^m§ unf proclamation sur c6 siyet, du 
g«rde du Grand Scean, avec ordre de la faire pnbUer : nuds le Parle- 

iiieiit«fk«jMt^ iii|9|in^li4 defendit 4e «ze<;t«lfr Qfl of4Mu^ 

Rapin, vol. viii. p» 288. 

TrmtslMtiun,'»^l!he Kingp wished alao t» transfer tlie courts of }ns- 
ti|:e of Westivinster to York ^ and he even sent i^ proclamaUon on 
this subject, under the great seal ; but Parliament being informed 
of it> fofb»d« l^|m to execute t)ie oi^der. 
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make such baste^ Mit that anf cn^r of Parlament 
muiPl df^eftake to stop you (if they^ ha^rifr a ittyiKi' to* 
ii;)} Hifrcfor I have cimnnaadedi ^Is beai^,; liif 
neriraii^ Tho^ Elyol^ to F^ceayei the Otieate Seala 
from ff^y md to briiiy it la m^ with all p^9itt>le 
speeded $ in all wfaldi «b> I tommatid yo<v F«ddle 
and puticttian ^ibedkiiee^ without dekiyes or reply } 
tio I do as'dettr yon^ upon the faithe of a Cbr^lah^ 
l9iat I hare not the least Uiought of keeping t¥ 
ftovk you $ but^ on the eontraire^ not only to te^ 
tMme it to yoU, hoW sooiie ye cuna hither^ but 
also t meane to i^how you> lliat heeriu I intend 
your particular gtfod, as well as my oWen service^ 
tm you shsdl fynde me really to be youi^ constMit 
frend, *^ CharlbiI R. 

'^ Secresie in this ' is requisite as well as tkft^ 
dience i tberfor I coteiband you as few as may be 
know of your jufnle, but none except tMs beai^^r 
(if it bee possible) that the Great Seale is sent be- 
fiM*eyQu. • *'C,R. * 

" Yorke, 19 May^ 1644. 

*Mn this if I fynde in you a cheerfell obedience, 
I ^hall put on your fidetitle such a marke of my 
fiiYor, as. shall tesdiie the great estlitiHtion Ihave 
ofyour person and ielpvlces. *' C, R/* 

* Le 22 ^e Md,' leLorcl LMeton llTni )e Onmd £teeau pour etre 
M»U tu ^ol> «t Iff muTit lui-^nlme d(k l^iutemaHi, 4viwt que I« 
rarlement en eut aucune connolssance. — lb. p. 332. 

Thmtktm^^UKf 22w UirdUtiXiUm gatie ufl the gittt seal to \m 
cartied to the king^ and followed it himself early the next morningpi 
before the Pariiament weit aware of it, ke. 
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AVSCDOTBS RJ&LATIViB TO THIS. MARKED ISXBCU-* 

TIONER OF CHARtES I. . 

It> i$ universally known^ that^ at the execution of 
King Charles th^ First, a man in a. vizor perfcnrmed 
the office, of executioner. This circumstapoe. has. 
given rise to a variety of coi^ectures and accounts.. 
In the.Gentleman's Magazine for Noye^^ber 17&7, 
and January 1768, are accounts of one William; 
Walker, who is said to be the executioner.. In the^ 
same magazine for June 1784, it is supposed to be^ 
a Richard Brandon, of \vhom a long account is 
copied from an Exeter, newspaper. But William 
liiily, in his ^^ History of his Life aujd Times,'" has. 
the followiog remarkable passage : — " Many have 
curiously enquired who it was that cut: off his [the< 
King's] head: I have no permission to speak oC 
such ibjngs : only thus much I say, he that did it, 
is as valiant and resolute a man as lives, and one, 
of a competent fortune." To clear up this passage, 
we shall present our readers with Lilly's examina- 
tion (as. related by himself) before the firs.t parlia- 
ment of King Charles II. in June 1660. 

^^ At my first appearance, many; cf tjie young 
members affronted me highly, and depended seve* 
ral scurilous questions. A$r. Weston, held a paper 
before his mouth; bade me an^iif^epr >npbo!dy bYit 
Mr. Prinn; 1 obeyed bis comm4tt4> and saved my- 
self much trouble thereby, and when Mr. Prinn 
put any difficult or doubtful query unto me, Mr. 
Weston prompted me with a fit question. At last. 
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after almo&t one hour's tugging;, I desired to b^j 
fully heard what I could say as to. the person that 
cut Charles thie. First's^ head off. Liberty bemg. 
given me to speak^ I related what follows ; viz. 

'^ That the next Sunday but one. after jChairles. 
the First was behelMled^ Robert Spavin, Secretarjr 
to Lieutenant-General Cromwell at that time, ip-^ 
vited himself to dine with me, and brought An-, 
thony Pearson, and several others, al(xag with him, 
to dinner. That their principal discourse all din- 
ner-time was, only, who it was tibat beheaded, the 
King; one said it was the common hangmi^n; 
another, Hugh Peters; others were also npmir 
nated; but none concluded. Robert Spavin, so. 
soon as dinner was done, took me by the hand ;. 
and carried me to the south window ; saith he, 

*^ ^ These are all mistaken; they have not named 
the man that did the fiict ; it was Lieutenant-Co-; 
lonel Joice. I was in the rpom when, hje^ AU^d 
himself for the work : stood, behind bin) .lyhen.he, 
did it \ when done, went in with bim again : there, 
is no man knows tins but my master, viz. Crom-. 
wiell. Commissary Ireton, and myself.'—^ Doth. 
Mr. Rushworth know it?.' saith I. — * No, he dotb> ' 
not know it,' saith Spavin. The same thing Spar 

vin since has often related to me when we were 

• >. 

alone.^' 

The following extraordinary anecdotes respect- 
ing this mysterious circumstance, is taken from. 
Delassement^ de F Homme Sewible, (The RecreatioiUu 
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ci the Man ol Ffeejjpg^) b^ Mv d'AimMi<Vaii audMm- 
gneatly'celebnUed in France far tlleyirtoeuB len^. 
dfmcfof hie writ]i^&^ MidTn^^ aUiioitgkh& b«» 
avowedly etttbellifihed bis nanrati<nv by ghiagi it ^ 
draMaitit tum^ solemiil; agserts^ that be neceivBd 
the particulavs from a man of tatters^ of Ibft stirio!*-. 
est probity^ to whom it was related by an iH^iuate 
friend of Lovd Sv^B. ' 

<^ This iQtA/' says U. d'Amau^ 5< was tbei &r. 
vonrile' of Kiti^ Cl^eovge U^ and obO; of the geneialfli 
<^ the English avmy at* the bgttie> qf DfvtJaagaa.^ 
Thf d^positiona of tbe Mmshal daNoaiUes.were 
so jndiciem, thatnotMng bat tbeimpebuosiitjF^bf a& 
snboidiiifri^e Fvench officer aared tba allied; uwffp 
from desttnidtiimji and Qven gare tliem am nnejo^ 
pect^ victof y; The censequ^kee waa^ thM Lovd SL 
whO' waB the only pecscvi^dlat seemed tos be sensi- 
ble of tibe nn^ilMiil mavenyeat» of Ae. allies^ bna 
whose s^itiment»were di^eganM^ lost the fevonit 
&t bi9 seveveigay aiMl retired 6fom the anmy intdisn' 
gOst; Or his arrival^ at London, he ppoposed te 
resMiB on his estate in Scotland > but seme day Sibcb^ 
iNM«e his mtendedidepavture, ha received alettda i» 
a very exsraordinary style^. caksulated eJi oai^e M 
Bttinnhiitei cnriasity m a. mind not e^ly daunted.. 
It desined an interi^iew.an a pafticufatf time aadr 
place^ upon the business of the utmost impottaaee*. 
and requiring hiu to come; unattended. His lord* 
tbipiy who did not. pay imfltediate attention to thta 
leiter^ seceived a second tbe^ next day,, in terma 
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too singular to be diar^paedbBl. Locd S;'tlierefmre 
wcM to the ploBe appomted* without say atteodants^ 
IM not QUannedf noriimftlie abaoiulelf ditf¥oid. of 
f^BOp^ ivben be eiMteiredx)iie q£ the bynplaces hk tbd 
OMTd^oliBy that most eonlmoDljr indicate the I'esin 
den€0 of po^erfy and mretchcdnefiSk He^enlifUp 
» cHifty aiCsinBase Hitb? a gsmret^ where,, by tiie gllim^ 
BM^rinff ligihrt^ he perceived it: man sti^elc^ed iipd« ^ 
iedy widi every appearance of extreme ^ age* 
^^ Mpkf^" raid this unexpected otjiecty 51 waaruan 
patie^l ioi sc^ yws. 1 liaye heard of yoiu! fiNHe. 
B^ seated : yen hanre holhiiig td fqp^eheiid fiKm ft 
BMua cone lundred and- tmtnJtyT&r^ yearft' oM;' 
Lord S« CM domv wftkingr with tbentmost ie^i^ar 
tfenco'for the anraveUMg of this exlraoerdinai^ a4r 
TtmMLte, white tbe cenlwiiary proceeded ta in^HijPt 
whether his' lon^liip liad not occasion for certm 
wrMni^ that related ta hi» family and foitiine» 
^Tes>* ilsf^ed Ms- lordships wkh eniotipsi^ ^ I want 
certaiii pikers, the' loss, of which has; depvi^red ma 
of great pavt of my inheritance/ ^ Ttuwe/ re* 
tamed the old man, giving hi» the key of a s»aU 
caske^ * iliere are Aese wtitings tilepoeited^' * To 
wftiett,' said his lordship, the mcanemt he: dBOOr 
vered fhi» treasure, ^towhonif am I indeiiited Car 
iltas ifiaeetimable fimmr ?' ^ Ob, my son!' replied 
the old man^ ^ come^ and emhorace your great 
gnmdftMiher/ ' My gr&ar graiiAhtlMir !' inilerriipted 
his lordship^ with iaea^ressibils astomsfament^ whea 
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this anccBtor informed him, tliat he was the masked 
executioner of King Charles!. ■ , • . 

" * * An insatiable thirst of vengeance,* coutii^ied 
he, ^ impelled me to this abominable crime. I bad 
been treated, as I imagined, with the highest iiidig-. 
nity by my sovereign. 1' suspected him of having 
seduced my daughter. I sacrificed every sense cff 
loyalty and. virtue to revenge this imaginary, injury. 
I' entered into all the designs of Cromwell and hot 
associates, I paved the way to. his. usurpation:. I 
even refined on vengeance;. I solicited Cromwell 
to let me be the executioner, and^^ to. fill up /the 
measure of my guilty the unhappy king knew be- 
fore the fatal blow, the man that! was. to inflict, it.^ 
Frpm that> day, my soul, has been, a prey to.dis* 
traction and remorse, i have, been an> Qxile, a 
voluntary outcast in Europe and. Asia, near four- 
score y^ufs. Heaven, as if to, punish me. with 
severe rigour, has prolonged my existence beyond 
the ordinary term, of nature. Thi3 casket is. the 
only remains of my fortune. I came, here to- ei|d 
my days^^ I had heard of your disgrace at court, sq 
much .the reverse of* what. your virtues^ merited ; 
and I was desirous, before I breathed my last, ^19 
contribute thus to your welfare. AH the return \ 
lEisk is that you leave me to my wretched fate;, and 
shed a. tear to the memory of one^ whose long, long 
repeptance I hope n^y at last expiate his crime.' 

'^ Lord S. earnesUy pressed his hoary ancestor 
to retire with him into Scotland^ ai\d there to liy^^ 
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for the remainder of his days^ under a fictitious 
name. He long withstood all these entreaties, but 
wearied out, at length, with importunity, he con- 
sented, or .rather seemed to consent. The next 
day, however, when hig lor4ship returned, he 
found his reputed rgniSit .grandfalther had quitted 
the spot; and notwithstanding all the researches 
tl^at were made, his fate remains a mystery to this 

ANBCDOfTB, relating tp Chari.^s I. 
Xfnmi Sbwarjd's sBroGRAPHiANA, vol. ii. p.- 442, 

Isjt ^diL 1799 J 

** THOMAS TRO^HAM 

Was surgeon to Lprd Fairfaxyaand was created 
3atchelor of Physick by the university of Oxford. 
After the execution of Charles the First he was ap- 
pointed to embalin the body and sew on the head. 
This he did in the presence of many • spectators, 
and exclaimed to them afterward^, that he had been 
sewing on the head* of a goose.* ^--^fFooff'^ Athen^. 

Nate by Mr. Seward^: 
* *^ So fiir will party and prejudice go. Charles 
was assuredly the most learned, the most accom- 
plished, and the finest gentleman of any of the 
monarchs tha^t have blessed this country; and 
Harry Martin said in the House of Commons, after 
his death, that if we were to ha^ve a king, he would 
as^ soon have the last genUeman in that situation as 
ftny sovereign he hiul ever known." 



310 



TOE FIE9T* 

Thb recent discovery of the corpse of Chafles 1. 
confirms a loose account of its interment in Wind- 
^sor Castle^ which appears ki Puller's '^ Church 
History/' The particulars will now be found in- 
teresting ; and the present discovery, and the old 
narrative, may mutually throw light on each other. 
It has often been questioned whether the Royal 
corpse was actually there interred. 

^^ The corpse of Charles T. embalmed and cof- 
fined in lead, was delivered to the care of two of 
his servants to be buried at Windsor. On the fol- 
lowing day the Duke of Richmond, the Marquis 
of Hertfort, and the lEarls of Southampton and 
Lindsey, (others decKning^ the service,) came to 
Windsor, and brought. with them- two votes, passed 
that morning in Parliament^ whicTi wholly com- 
mitted the burial to the Diike of Richmond, pro* 
videdthe expence- should not e^feeed 500 pounds. 

^' Coming into the Castle, they shewed their 
commission to the- "'Governor, CW. Wichcot, de- 
siring to inter tlie corpse according ^toihe' Com- 
mon Prayer Book of the Church (^England. But 
•tfiis was refiised by the Governor, attedf ing^ 'thttt 
it was improbable the I^dlaiosetll would p^pmit 
the use of what so solemnly they faAd iKboKshed, 
and thus destroy their own a^. The ^L^rds at- 
tempted to prove that there ^^atelt'iUIRsiFenee b«h 
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'tween de^lr6]f1iig their own atct^ and dispemiifg 
with it fcir b <pttrt^til&r oceaston : but ihe resolute 
Republican |)erftisted in tOte negative. 

'^ And now the Lords betook themselves to their 
'&n«i einployment. They ^resolved not to inter' the 
corpse in the grwe wbiehwvs provided for it^ irat 
InsvaultyifdieCiiapel^ftirdedasiy. Thef searched 
fbr s^Mne time; and in vam soi^ht oaein Henry the 
Eighth's Chapel (where the tomb intended for him 
1)y Cai^linal WcAsey lotely stoodX diiecause all there 
was solid earths Then,>^ith thmteei, tiiey tried 
Iheqtiire^ to see if 'a sound would <6onfefi8 any hol- 
lowness ther^^itt : and at last, directed by one of the 
aged poor Knights, did light f^n a vault in the 
middle. 

*^ It was aItogeth(;r dark (as made in the midst 
o( the quire), and an ordinary man could not stand 
therein without stooping, as not exceeding five feet 
in height. In the midst they discovered a leaden 
coffin, and a smaller one on the left side : there was 
just room to receive the coffin of Charles. That 
the present contained Royal remains, appeared by 
the perfect pieces of purple velvet (the Regal ha- 
bit) they found there ; though some pieces of the 
same velvet were fox-tawny, and some coal-black, 
all the purple colour gone, but evidently originally 
of the same cloth, varying the colour as it met with 
more or less moisture as it lay in the ground. The 
lead coffin, being very thin, was at this time casu- 
ally broken^ and some yellow stuff, altogether 
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scentless^ like powder of gold, taken out of it ($up^ 
posed to be some exsiccativje gums for the em^ 
balment) the Duke caused to be put W ^gaifi, al^ 
the coffin closed. 

'^ The vault thus prepared, a sheet of lead was 
provided for the inscription. The letters the Duke 
. himself did delineate, and a workman cut them out 
with a chisseL There was some debate whether 
the letters should be made in those concavities to 
be cut out, or in the solid lead betwixt them. This 
.latter was agreed on, liecause such vacuities are* 
subject to be soon filled up with dust, and render 
th^ inscription less legible, which Was, 

' King Charles, 1648/ 

" All things thus in readiness, the corpse \vas 
brought to the vault, borne by the soldiers of the gar- 
rison. Over it was thrown a black velvet hearser 
cloth ; the four comers the four Lords did sup,- 
,port. The Bishop of London stopd weeping by, to 
tender the only service he w^s permitted, Then 
was it deposited in sileHpe and sorrow in th^ vacant 
place in that vauU (the hearse-cloth being cast ip 
after it), aboi;t 3 o'clock in the afternoon ; and the 
Lords that night, though late, returned to London.'* 

The la^rge and the lesser coffin found in the vault 
were supposed to be those of Henry VIII. and hia 
Queen Jane geymoiu:; the plape exactly corres-, 
ponding to the designation of bis burial mentionec^^ 
in his will. 
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In "A true copy of the Journal of the High 
Court of Justice for the Trial of King Charles I. as 
it was read in the House of Commons^ and attested 
under the hand of Phelps, clerk to that infamous 
Court, taken by J. Nalson, LL. D. Jan. 4, 1683," 
printed in 1684, p. 118, after an account of the ex^ 
ecution, the Author says :"— 

^^ Being imbalmed and laid in a coffin of lead, to 
be seen for some dayes by the people ; at length, 
upon Wednesday the 17th of February, it was deli- 
vered to four of his servants, Herbert, Mildmay, 
Preston, and Joyner, who, with some others in 
mourning equipage, attended the herse that night 
.to Windsor, and placed it in the room which was 
formerly the King's bedchamber. Next day/ it 
was removed into the Dean's Hall, which was hiing 
with black, and made dark, and lights were set 
burning round the herse. About three afternoon, 
the Diike of Richmond, the Marquess of Hartford, 
the Earls of Salisbury and Lindsey, and the Bishop 
pf London, (others, that were sent to, refusing their 
Jast sei-vices to the best of Princes) came thither 
with two votes passed that mc^'ning, where)[)y the 
ordering of the King's burial was committed to the 
Duke, provided that the expences thereof exceeded 
not five hundred pounds. This order they shewed 
to Colonel Whichcot, the Governour of the Castle, 
desiring the interment might be in St. George'9 
chappel, and according to:the form of the Common 
Prayer, The latter request the Governour deni^, 

VOL, I, p 



buying that it was improbable the Parliament would 
permit the use of what they had so solemnly abo- 
lished, and therein destroy their own Act.— The 
Lords replied, that there was a difference betwixt 
destroying their own Act, and dispensing with it, 
and that no power so binds its own hands, as to 
disable itself in some cases. But all prevailed not^ 
The Govemour had caused an ordinary grave to be 
digged in the body of the church at Windsor for 
the interment of the corpse ; which the Lords dis- 
daining^, found means, by the direction of an honest 
man, one of the old Knights, to use an artifice to 
discover a vault in the^ middle of the quire, by the 
hollow soutid they, might perceive in knocking with 
a sti^ upon that place ; that so it might se^m to be 
their own accidental finding out, and no person 
receive blame for the discovery. This place they 
caused to.be opened; and; entering, saw one large 
Baffin of lead in the middle of the vault, covered 
with a velvet pall, and a lesser on one side (sup- 
posed to be Henry the Eighth and his beloved 
Queen Saint M aure) ; on the other side was room 
left for another (probably intended for Queen Ka* 
therine Parre, who survived him) where they 
thought fit to lay the King. — Hither the herse 
was borne by the Great Officers of the Garrison^ 
the -four £ords bearing up the four corners of the 
velvet pall, and the Bishop of London following ^ 
IOmI in this muiner was this great King^upon Fry^ 
^ the oiiieteentb of February^ about^ three i^er« 
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noon^ silently and without other solemnity than of 
sighs and tears^ committed to the earthy the velvet 
pall being thrown into the vault over the coffin^ to 
which was fastened an inscription in lead of these 
words : ^ King Charles, 1648.' " 

Windsor has generally been supposed, by our 
best historians, to have been the place of inter- 
ment of the Martyred Monarch; but that fact was 
never completely established until the accidental 
circumstance which has recently occurred, in con- 
sequence of the Duchess of Brunswick's fiineral, 
although the Royal remains hav^ been often sought 
for. But this discovery seems to confirm the ac- 
count given by Mr. Herbert, one of the Gentlemen 
of the Bedchamber, and who was the only atten^ 
dant upon the King from the time of his confine- 
ment in Hurst Castle until his execution. Sir 
William Dugdale, then Garter King at Arms, sent 
to Herbert, who was living at York, to know if the 
King had ever, in his hearing, spoken as to where 
his body should be interred. And Herbert'is reply 
contained so many curious particulars, that, at 
Dugdale's request, they were thrown into a con- 
nected form, and published. But his posthumous 
information, recorded by Wood, is, perhaps, the 
most interesting, as tending to locate the exact 
spot of Charles's interment. 

Echard afibrds the following historical account 
of the interment ; — 

^^ It 1^ been made ^ question^ and a wonder by 
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many, why a particular monument was not erected 
at Windsor for him (King Charles the First) after 
the Restoration of his son, especially when the Par- 
liament was well inclined to have given a good 
sum for that grateful purpose. This has caused 
several conjectures and reflections; and intima- 
tions have been given, as if the Royal body had 
never been deposited there, or else had been after- 
wards removed by the regicides ; and the Lord 
Clarendon himself (vol. iii. p. 200) speaks softly 
and suspiciously of this matter, as if he believed 
the body could not be found. But, to remove all 
imaginations, we shall here insert a memorandum, 
or certificate, sent by Mr. John Sewell, Register at 
Windsor, anno 1696, September 21. The same 
vault in which King Charles the First was buried 
was opened, to lay in a still-born child of the then 
Princess of Denmark, now our gracious Queen. 
On the King's cofiin the velvet pall was strong and 
sound; and there was about the coffin a leaden 
band, with this inscription cut through it i-rr- 

' King Charles, 1648.' 

^* Queen Jane's coffin was whole and entire j 
but that of King Henry the Eighth's was sunk in 
upon the breast part, and the lead and wood con- 
sumed by the heat of the gums be was embalmed 
with ; and when I laid my hand upon it, it was 
run together and hard, and had no noisome smell." 
— As a farther memorandum relating to King 
Charles's interment, he says, " That when the body 
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of King Charles the First lay in state in the Dean^s 
Hall^ the Duke of Richmond bad the coffin opened, 
and was satisfied that it was the King's body. This 
several people declared they knew to be true, who 
were alive, and then present ; as Mr. Randolph of 
Windsor, and others." So that he thinks the 
Lord Clarendon was misled in that* matter, and 
King Charles the Second never sent to inquire af- 
ter the body, " since it was well known, both to 
the inhabitants of the castle and town, that it was 
ID that vault/' 

By other historians it appears that Mr. Fishborne, 
Gent, of Windsor, a relation of Sir Christopjier 
Wren's, was among those who were present at the 
interment of the King, went into the vault, and 
brought away a fragment of King Henry's pall. 
He observed, the vault was so narrow, that it was 
some difficulty to get in the King's coffin by die 
side of the others *, 

This fortunate discovery of the actual reniains of 
the unfortunate King, is not only to be appreciated 
ft»m its determining a circumstance in the history 
of the nation before held somewhat in doubt, but 
the more especially as it completely removes the 

* In addition to these testimonies the reader may be referred to 
** A True Relation of the Interment of King Charles the First, iuthe 
Chapel of St. George in Windsor Castle ; from an ancient MS. of 
unquestionable authority;'* given in the Gentleman's Magazine for 
1772, vol. xlU. p. 175. 
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stigma attempted to be cast by foreigners upon the 
character of those who had succesafdlly promoted 
the Restoration; which the author of a modem 
publication of considerable and just celebrity, en* 
titled '^ Clavis Calendaria,*' thus expatiates upon : 
.'.^ That Charles was buried at Windsor, seems to 
be generally admitted ; but it is to be ~ remarked, 
that kU remains were never found there , though fte* 
quently sought for. This want of confirmation has 
given rise to much speculation, and has afforded 
to the enemies of the Reformation an opportunity 
of circulating a report, which, although not noticed 
by our historians, on account of the honour of the 
nation, is said by foreigners to have been pcceded 
to by them.. It is stated, that when, the presumed 
remains of Cromwell were dug up, dragged through 
tibe streets, and exposed on a gallows, the persons 
who executed that disgraceful and impotent piece 
of revenge, discovered that the head had been se-* 
parated from the body, though they never men- 
tioned the circumstance until they had carried into 
effect the order they had received for its complete 
intended degradation; and that it was from that 
cause, and others subsequently brought to light, 
clearly ascertained, that, instead of Cromwell, all 
this ill-judged revenge had been exerted on Charles 
the First, whose body had been removed in a secret 
manner from Windsor, and deposited in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 
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Account of what appeared on opening the coffin of 

KING CHARLESTTHB FIRST, in the Vault of KIN© 

HENRY THE EIGHTH, in iSt, George's Chapel, at 
Windsjpr, on ike 1st of April, mdcxiii. By Sir 
Henry Halford, Bart., F, R. S. and F. A. S., 
Physician to the King and Prince Regent, 

" Were it allowable," says the learned Physiciaa, 
^^ to hazard a conjecture, after Lord Clarendon's 
deprecation of all the conjectures on tlte subject, 
one might suppose that it was deemed imprudent, 
by the minister? of King Charles II., tiiat bis Ma* 
jesty hhould indulge his pious inclination to reinter 
his fatiber, at a period when those ill-judged illu* 
sions of royalty, which had been manifested by 
taking out of their graves, and hanging up the 
bodies of soole of the most active members of the 
court which had condemned ^ind executed the King, 
might, in the event of another triumph of the Re^ 
publicans, have subjected the body of the monardi 
tp similar indignity. But the fact is. King Charles 
L was buried in the vault of King Henry VIIL, 
situated precisely where Mr. Herbert has described 
it ; and an accident has served to elucidate a point 
in history, which the |^reat authority of Lord Cla- 
rendon bad involved in some obscurity. 

^^ On completing the mausoleum, which his late 
majesty caused to be built in the tomb-*honse, as it 
is cidled, it was necessary io form a passage to it 
from uiider the choir of St. George's chapel. In 
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constructing this passage, an aperture was acci- 
dentally made in one of the walls of the vault of 
King Henry VIII ., through which the workmen were 
enabled to see, not only the two coffins, which 
were supposed to contain the bodies of King Henry 
VIII. and Queen Jane Seymour, but a third also, 
covered with a black velvet pall, which, from Mr. 
Herbert's narrative, might fairly be presumed to 
hold the remains of King Charlesl. On representing 
the circumstuice to the Prince Regent (his present 
Majesty, King George IV.)) his royal highness 
perceived at once, that a doubtful point in history 
might be cleared up by opening this vault ; and 
accordingly his royal highness ordered an exami- 
nation to be made on the first convenient oppor*- 
tuoity. This was done on the 1st of April last 
(1813),. the day after the funeral of the Duchess of 
Brunswick, in the presence of his royal highness 
himself, who guaranteed thereby the most respect- 
ful care and attention to the remains of the dead, 
during the enquiry. His royal highness was accomr 
panied by his royal highness the Duke of Cumber- 
land, Count Muuster, the Deau of Windsor, Bei^- 
jamia Charles Stevenson, Esq., and Sir Henry 
Halford. 

" The vault is covered by an arch, half a brick 
in thickness, is seven feet two inches in width, nine 
feet six inches in length, and four feet ten inches in 
height, and is. situated in the centre of the choir, 
ppposite the eleventh knight's stall, on the sove* 
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reign's side. On removing the pull, a plain leaden 
coffin, with no appearance of having ever been in- 
closed in wood, and bearing an inscription, * King 
Charles, 1648,' in large legible characters, on a 
scroll of lead incircling it, immediately presented 
itself to the view. A square opening was then 
made in the upper part of the lid, of such dimen- 
sions as to admit a clear insight into its contents. 
These^were, an internal wooden coffin, very much 
decayed, and the body, carefully wrapped up in 
cere-cloth, into the folds, of which a quantity of 
unctuous, or greasy matter, mixed with resin, as it 
seemed, had been melted, so as to exclude, as effec- 
lually as possible, the external air. The coffin was 
completely full ; and, from the tenacity of the cere- 
cloth, great difficulty was experienced in detaching 
it successfully from the parts which it enveloped* 
Wherever the unctuous matter had insinuated itself, 
the separation of the cere^cloth was easy; and when 
it came off, a correct impression of the features to 
which it had been applied was observed in the unc- 
tuous substance. ^At length the whole face was 
disengaged from its covering. The complexion 
.of the skin of it was dark and discoloured. The 
forehead and temples had lost little or nothing of 
their muscular substance; the cartilage of the nose, 
was gone ; but the left eye, in the first moment of 
exposure, was open and full, though it vanished. 
^Imost immediately ; and the pointed beard, so 
characteristic of the reign of jiing Charles, was 

p 2 
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p^eet. The 8bape of the face was a long oval 
many of the teeth remained; and );he left ear^ in con^ 
sequence of the interposition of the unctuous matter 
between it and the cere-cloth, was found entire. 
It was difficult at this moment to withhold a de- 
elatiation, that, notwithstanding, its disfigurement, 
the countenance did bear a strong resemblance to 
•the ^oins, the busts, and espeoially to the pictured 
of King Charled I., by Vandyke^ by which it has 
beek^ made familiar to us. It i« true, that the mindft 
of tbe spectators of this interesting «ight were well 
prepared to receive this impression } but it is also 
certain, that siich a facility of belief had been occa* 
stoned by the simplicity and truUi of Mr. Herbert's 
Narrative,^every part of which had been confirmed 
by the investigation, so far as it hadadvsmc^ ) and 
it Will not be denied that the shape of tlie &ee, the 
forehead, an eye, and the beard, are the most im- 
portant features by which resemblance is deter-^ 
mined. When the head had been entirely dis- 
engaged from the attachments which confined it, 
it was found to be loose, and without any difficulty 
was taken up and held to view. It was quite v 
wet *, and gave a greenish red tinge to paper and 

" ^ '* i hare not asserted this linttid to be blood, because £ had not 
an opportanity of being sure that it was so, and I wished to record 
facts only, and not opinions : I beUere it, howerer, to have been ^ 
blood, in which the head rested, jit gave to writing-paper, and to 
a white handkerchief, such a colour as blood which has been kept 
for a length of time generally leaves behind it. Nobody present 
^Lad a doubt of its being blood ; and it appears from Mr. Herbert *!» 
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10 linea^ which touched it« The back port of the 
dcalp was entirely perfect^ and had a remarkably 
fresh appearance ; the pores of the skin being more 
distinct, as they usually are when soaked in mois^ 
ture ; and the tendons and ligaments of the neck 
were of considerable substance and firmness, Th6 
hair was thick at the back part of the head^ and, 
in i^earance, nearly black*^ A portion of k, 
which has since been cleaned and dried^ is of a 
beautiful dark brown colour. That of the beard 
was a redder brown. On the back part of the head^ 
it was more than an inch in length, and had probably 
been cut so short for the convenience of the ex- 
ecutioner, or perhaps by the piety of friends^ soon 
after death, in order to furnish memorials of the 
unhappy king. On holding up the head, to ex- 
amine the place of separation from the body, the 
muscles of the neck had evidently retracted them^ 
selves considerably ; and the fourth cervical yer-» 
tebra was found to be cut through its substanee, 
transversely, leaving the surfaces of the divided 

Narratiye» that the king was embalmed immediately after decapitation. 
It 18 probable, therefore, that the large blood-vessela continiied to 
empty themselres for some time afterwards. I am aware, that some of 
the softer paits of the human body, afid particulariy the brain, «n- 
tego, In the course of time, a decomposUdoo, and wifl melt A 
Uqnid, therefore, might be found after long interment, wher« 
solids only had been buried : but the weight of the head, in this in« 
stance, gave no suspicion that the brain had lost its substanee ^ and 
no moisture appeared in any other part of the coffin, as far aft wt 
*cMd tee, elicep^ at th^ htoA part bt the heftd ttid neck.*' . 
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portions perfectly smooth and even, an appearance 
which could have been produced only by a heavy 
blow, inflicted with a very sharp instrument, and 
which furnished the last proof wanting to identify 
King Charles the First. After this examination of 
the head, which served every purpose in view, and 
without examining the body below the neck, it waa 
immediately restored to its situation, the coffin was 
soldered up again, and the vault closed. Neither 
of the other xioffins had any inscription upon them. 
The larger one, supposed, on good grounds, to con- 
tain the remains of King Henry VIII., measured 
six feet ten inches in length, and had been ini[;lo8ed 
in an elm one of two inches in tliickness: but 
this was decayed, and lay in small fritgmenta near, 
it. The leaden coffin appeared to have been beaten 
in by violence about the middle^ and a consider*: 
able opening in that part of it exposed a mere 
skeleton of the king. Some beard remained upon 
the chin, but there was nothing to discriminate the 
personage contained in it. The smaller coffin, un-^ 
derstood to be that of Queen Jane Seymour, was 
not touched ; mere curiosity not being considered, 
by the prince regent, as a sufficient motive for dis- 
turbing these remains, On examining the vault 
with some attention, it was found that the wall at 
the west end had, at some period or other, been 
partly pulled down and repaired again, not by re- 
gular masonry, but by fragments of stones and 
bricks, put rudely and hastily together without 
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cement, From Lord Clarendon's account, as welj 
as from Mr. Herbert's narrative of the interment 
of King Charles^ it is to be inferred, that the cere-» 
mony was a very hasty one, performed in the pre-^ 
sence of the governor, who had refused to allow 
the service according to the Book of Common 
Prayer to be used on the occasion ; and had,, prp-r 
bably, scarcely admitted the time necessary for ^ 
decent deposit of the body. It is not unlikely, 
therefore, that the coffin of King Henry VIII. 
bad been injiired by a precipitate introduction 
of the coffin of King Charles; and that the go* 
vernor was not under the influence of feelings, 
in those times, which gave him any concern 
about royal remains, or the vauVt which contained 
them." 

LBTTBRS RELATIVE TO KING CHARLES I.* 

A COPY of a letter from Sir Thomas Herbert 
to Dr. Samways, and by him sent to the Archbi-p 
shop of Canterbury, Dr. Sandcroft ; referred to in 
page 524, 1. 73. of Vol, ii. of Athenae .Oxoniensis, 
edit. 1692 ; and in page 701, 1. 39, of the same 
Vol. edit. 1721 ; found in r copy of that book, 
lately in the hands of the Lord. Viscount Preston. 
*^ Sir, " Ylorkl 28 Aug. 1680. 

" After his late Majesty's remove from 
Windsor to St. James's, albeit according to the duty 

• Transcribed from a copy in the library of the Royal Institu- 

tioir. ' ' \ ' 
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of my place^ I lay in the next room to the bed* 
chamber ; the king then commanded to bring my 
pallat into his chamber, which I accordingly did^ 
the night before that sorrowful day. He Ordered 
what clothes he would wear, intending that d^ to 
be as neat as could be, it being (as he called it,) 
his wedding-day, and having a great work to do 
(ftieaiiing his preparation for eternity,) sai^, b^ 
would be stirring much earlier than he used. 

For some hours his Majesty slept very soundly ; 
for my part I was so fall of anguish and grief, thai 
I took little rest. The King, some hours before 
day, drew his bed-curtain to awaken me,atid could, 
by the light of the wax lamp, perceive me troubled 
in my sleep. The King rose forthwith; and as I was 
making him ready, Herbert, (said the King,) I 
would know why you were disquieted in your sleep ? 
I replied, may it please your Majesty, I was in a 
dream. — ^What was your dream ? said the Kteg ; 
I would hear it. May it please your Majesty^ datd 
I, I dreamed, that as you were making ready, one 
knocked at the bed-chamber door, which your 
Majesty took no notice of, nor was I willing to ^-^ 
quaint you tvitfa it, apprehending it might be Co* 
lonel Hacker. But knocking the sec(md time, 
your Majesty asked me, if I heard it not ? I said, 
I did ; but did hot use to go without his order. 
Why then go, know who it is, smd his business. 
Whereupon I opened the door, and perceived that 
it was the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr« 



BKftBBRT's DKBAH^ Ao. 2S!J 

Laud^ in his pontifical habit^ as worn at coUrt ; 1 
knew bim, having seen him often. The Arch«- 
bishop desired he might enter^ having something to 
say to the King. I acquainted your Majesty with 
his desire ; so you bade me let him in. Being let 
in, he made his obeysance to your Majesty in the 
middle of the room^ doing the like also when he 
came near your person ; and^ falling on his kneefti 
your Majesty gave him your hand to kiss^ and 
took him aside to the window, where some dis- 
course passed between your Majesty and him, and 
I kept a becoming distance, not hearing any thing 
that was said, yet could perceive your Majesty pen- 
sive by your looks, and that the Archbishop gave a 
sigh I who, after a short stay, again kissing your 
hand, returned with face all the way towards your 
Majesty, and making his usual reverences, the third 
being so stibmiss, as he fell prostrate on his fkce- 
on the ground, and I immediately stept to help 
him up, which I was then acting, when your Ma- 
jesty saw me troubled in my sleep. The impress 
sion was so lively that I looked about, verily think 
ing it was fio dream. 

'^ The King said, my dream was remarkable, bat 
he is dead 5 yet, iiad we conferred together diuing 
life^ 'tis very likely, (albeit 1 loved him well,) I 
should have said something to him that might have 
occaisioned his sigh. 

^ ^* Soon after! had told my dream. Dr. Jiuoon, 
then Bishop of Londoii, eame to the King, as Iv^ 
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late in that narrative I sent Sir William Dugdate, 
which 1 have a transcript of, here; nor know whe- 
ther it rests with the Arcbbiship of Canterbury or 
Sir William, or be disposed of in Sir John Cotton's 
Library near Westminster-hall ; but wish you had 
the perusal of it before your return into the north. 
And this being not communicated to any but your- 
self, you may shew it to his Grace, and noiie else, 
as you promised, 

*^ Sir, your very aflFectioned friend and servant, 

^' Tho. Herbert. 

f^ Sent to me by Dr. Rawlinson, 24 Feb. 
1729. T. C [arter]. 

Memorable transaction between king charles ii. 
while in Exile, and george downing, esq,, Am^ 
bassadorfrom Oliver cromwbll to the united 
PROVINCES ; drarcn up by MR. lockhart, Author 
of the Memoirs of Scotland. 
It is very strange, that amongst so many dangers 
to which King Charles the Second was exposed, 
and from which he was surprisingly and miracu- 
lously delivered, neither Lord Clarendon, nor any 
other author I have met with, takes the least no- 
tice of one of a very extraordinary nature, which 
happened to him at Holland, and was as follows :— 
The King, when at Brussels, being desirous and 
xcsolved to see his sister the Princess of Orange, 
but withal under a necessity to make the journey 



itBltORAB]>B TRAK6ACTION; &C. 329 

with the utmost secrecy, did communicate his de- 
sigii to Qo person whatsoever. He ordered Fle- 
ming, a servant of the Earl of Wigton, who was in 
bis service, and of whose fidelity he neither then 
nor ever after did doubt, secretly to provide a good 
couple of horses, and have them ready at a certain 
place and time of the next ensuing night by his 
Majesty appointed; that Fleming with these 
horses should remain alone, till he heard from the 
King. At the time appointed the King, (having 
gone to bed, and afterwards dressed himself, and 
privately gone out at a back door, and leaving only 
a letter to some one of his servants in whom 
he confided, with an account of his having gone 
from thence, for a few days, and with directions 
tQ keep his absence! as secret as possible, under 
pretence of being indisposed, came to the place, 
where he met Fleming with the horses, as he 
had directed. He then acquainted Fleming of his 
design, to see his sister at the Hague, and not re- 
garding the hazards he might be exposed to, away 
he went with this slender equipage and attend* 
aace, travelling tlirough the most secret bye-ways, 
and contriving it soi, that he came to the Hague by 
six in the morning, and alighted at a scrub inn in 
a. remote part of the town, where he was confident 
none would know him, under the disguise he was 
then in. He immediately sent Fleming to acquaint 
his sister where he was, and to leave it to her to 
contrive the way^and manner of having access to 
her, so as not to be known. Fleming having dia^ 
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patched his commission in a very short time^ (in 
less than an hour,) was no sooner returned to the 
King, whom he found in the room where he had 
left him^ and where he had been still alone, than 
an unknown person came and asked of the land* 
locd^ if two Frenchmen had not alighted at hit 
house diat morning. The landlord replied, that 
indeed two men had come, but of what coutitry he 
knew not. The stranger desired him to tell theni 
that he wanted to speak with them ; which he hav- 
ing done^ tlie King was much surprised, but with- 
al .inclined to see the person. Fleming opposed it^ 
but the King being positive^ the person was inlro^ 
duced, being an old reverend-like man, with A 
bmg grey-beard, and ordinary grey cloUies, whd 
looking and speaking to the King, told him he was 
the person he wanted to speak to, and that alone on 
mattorsof importance. The King^ believing it miglit 
be perhaps a return from his sister, or being curious 
to know the result of such an adventure, desired 
Fleming to withdraw, which he refused, tiU th« 
King taking htm aside, told him there could be no 
hazard from such an old man, for whom he waa 
too much, and commanded him to retire. Thef 
were no sooner alone than the stranger boltied the 
dpor, (which brought the King to think dn what 
might or would happen,) and at the same tisM 
lalling down on his knees, palled off his very nied 
and artificial mask, and. discovered himself to b^ 
Mr. Downing, (afterwards well knowii by tbo 
name of Sir George, and ambossildor from the 
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King to the States after his restoration^) then envoy 
or ambassador from Cromwell to the States ; being 
the son of one Downing, an independent minister^ 
who attended s<Hne of the Parliament- men, who were 
once sent to Scotland to treat with the Scots 
to join against the King, and was a very active 
Timlent enemy to the Royal Family, as ap-* 
pears^ from Lord Clarendon's History. The Kii^, 
you may easily imagine, was a little surprised at 
the discovery ; but Downing gave him no tioie for 
reflection, having immediately spoken to him in 
the following manner :^-That he hoped hi&Ma^ 
jesty tvould pardon him for any share he had 
4cted during the rebellion against his rqyal inters 
08t, and assured him, that ihiough he was just noW 
in the service of the usurper, he itiahed. Ina Ma^ 
jeety a^ well as any of his subjects^ and wouht, 
when ai^ occasion offered, venture all for Ius^aer•• 
vic^,.. and was hopeful what he was about to ^ay^ 
would convince; his Majesty of his sincerity. Bui 
before he Qientioned the cause of his coming tdi 
himi he must insist that his M^csty would solemnly 
premise bim^ not to mention what had happened^ 
either to Fleming, or any other person whatsoever, 
till itpIeEised God to restore his Majesty to hid crqfwn, 
when he said he should not desire it to be concealedi 
though even then he must likewise havehis Majesty's 
premise not to ask him, or expect he shoutd dUh 
C0T^5 how or when he. came to.knoW of his being 
there. The King having solemnly protested, and 
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engaged on the terms required. Downing pro- 
ceeded and told him, That his master, the usurper, 
being now at peace with the Dutch, and the States 
so dependant and obsequious to him, that they re- 
fused nothing, he desired, had, with the greatest 
secrecy, in order to make it more effectual, entered 
into a treaty, by which, among other trifling mat- 
ters agreed to, ^ hinc inde, the chief and indeed 
main end of the negociation was, that the States, 
stood engaged to seize and deliver up to the usurper 
the person of his Majesty, if so be at any time he 
should happen by chance to design to come within 
their territories, when required thereto by any in, 
his name ; and that this treaty having been signed 
by the States, was sent to London, from whence it 
bad returned but yesterday morning, and totally 
finished yesterday night, betwixt him and a secret; 
committee of the States. He represented his mas- 
ter's intelligence to be so good, that a discovery 
would.be made even to himself (Downing,) of his 
Majesty being there ; and if he neglected to apply 
to have him seized, his master would resent it ta 
the highest, which would infallibly cost him hisr 
head, and deprive bis Majesty of a faithful servant. 
And being desirous to prevent the miserable con-< 
sequences of what would follow, if hi^being there 
was discovered, he resolved to communicate the 
danger he was in, and for fear of a discovery 
)ie had disguised himself, being resolved to trust 
bo person with the secret. He then proposed 
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that his Majesty would immediately mount his 
Isoldes, and make all the dispatch imaginable out 
of the States' territories ; that he himself would re- 
turn home, and under pretence of sickness, lie 
longer a-bed than usual, and that when he thought 
his Meyesty was so far off, as to be out of danger to 
be overtaken^ he would go to the States and ac- 
quaint them^ that he understood his Majesty was 
in town, and require his being seized on the terms 
of the late treaty ; that he knew they would com- 
ply and send (o the place directed, but on finding 
his Majesty was gone off so far as to be safe, he 
would propose to make no further noise about it, 
lest it should discover the treaty, and prevent his 
Majesty falling afterwards into their hands. The 
King immediately followed his advice, and he re- 
turning home^ every thing was acted and hap* 
pened as he proposed and- foretold. The King 
having thus escaped this imminent danger, most 
religiously performed what he had promised, never 
mentioning any part of this history till after his 
restoration, and not then desiring to know how 
Downing's intelligence came, (which he never 
discovered,) though he (the Kmg,) often said it 
was a mystery. For no person knew of his design 
till he was on horseback, and that he could not 
think Fleming went and discovered him to Down- 
ing ^ beside^ he so soon returned from his sister, 
he could not have time; Downing having come 
qiuch aboqt 4;he time Fleming returned* 
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This story was told by several who frequented 
King Charles's courts particularly by the Earl of 
Cromartie^ who said the next year after the re- 
storation^ he^ with the Duke of Rothes, and several 
other Scots of quality, being one night with the 
King over a bottle, they all complained of an im* 
p^'tinent speech Downing had made in parliament, 
reflecting on the Scots nation, which they thought 
his Majesty should rei^ent, so as to discard him 
from courts and withdraw, his favours from him. 
The King replied^ he did not approve of what he 
had said, and would reprove him for it ; but to go 
farther he could not well do, because of this story, 
which he repeated in the terms here narrated, 
which made such an impression on all present, 
that they freely forgave what had past j and Rothes 
asked liberty to begin his health in a bumper. 

LBTTERS FROM KING JAMES. 

(From Nicolas' life of William Davidson, secretary 

of state, and privy counsellor,) 
William Davidson, of whose origin nothing is 
known, and whose name and posterity have va-^ 
nished from the face of the earth, as if Providence 
had specially ordered it so to mark the punishment 
of his guilt, has, after a lapse of two centuries, 
found an advocate in the author of his life. 

Except as connected with the history of Eliza* 
beth, it were worthless to enquire whether this man 
acted the willing tool, or read-service villein^ o^ 



PARTICULARS OF WILLIAM DAVIDSON, &C. 335 

botb ; whether he was the too forwani agent of 
murder^ or the sacrifice of higher crime. His vin- 
dication touches us not, even had it been esta* 

blished. 

From several circumstances, and particularly 
from his writing on Scottish genealogies, it is pro^ 
bable that Pavidsou was a Scotchman of obscure 
parentage. How he rose to office does not appear, 
but if we look at his later conduct, we may, (even 
in charity,) presume of his earlier advancements, 
conscientious scruples about the means did not 
interfere to check the exercise of those abilities 
which led to the end. The author, in his over- 
zeal to absolve Davidson, has done some service 
to letters, by bringing forward, from the British 
Museum and Qther sources, several manuscripts of 
considerable interest. A mong these are Davidson's 
will, narratives of what passed between him and 
the Queen, relative to the warrant for Mary's exe* 
cation ; letters from Essex and others, of his cele* 
bratad eotemporaries ; and the following impor-» 
taat document, — a letter from King James to 
Arcbtbald Douglass, on the subject of his mother's 
condemnation. From these we gather the partis 
culars of that act of collusion, infamy and murder, 
which was perpetrated by Elizabeth, and the base 
unfeeling statesmen who surrounded her ; and it 
is some satisfaction to observe a more convincing 
proof than any hitherto published, that James was 
P9 p^t^ (0^ but^ on the contrary, a slrenuous op* 
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poser of this iniquitous deed. While the waiy 
secretary only preferred the ostensibly legal assas- 
sination at Fotheringay, for which he did not ex- 
pect to be made responsible, to the deep diminu- 
tion of that secret taking off, for which Elizabeth 
was so anxious, and which would infallibly have been 
visited upon the head of its immediate agents, as 
scape-goats for royalty, the king of Scotland inter- 
fered with all the ardour of filial piety, to save his 
devoted parent. 

The following are literal copies of his letters, 
made from the originals, &o. 

" To Maister Archibald Douglass. 

*' October^ 1586. 

" Reserve up youreself na longer in the earnist 
dealing for my mother, for you have done it to 
long, and thinke not that any youre travells can do 
goode, if hir lyfe be taikin, for then adeu with my 
dealings with thaime that are the speciall instru-' 
mentis thairof, and thairfore gif ye look for the 
eontineuance of my favoure touardis you, spaire na 
painis nor plainnes in this cace, hot reid my letter 
wretten to William Keith, and conforme youreself 
quhoUie to the contentis thairof, and in this re- 
queist lett me reape the fruietis of youre great cre- 
dit thaire, ather now or never, fairwell. 

'^ Jambs R." 
** A Madame ma tres chere soeur el couUne la royne 

d^Jngleierre^ 

^^ Madame^ and dearest sister, if ye coulde have 
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kmnin quhat divers thoditis have agitat my mytide 
since my directing of William Keith unto you, for 
the sollisting of this matter quhairto nature and 
lionor so greatly and unfey nedly bindis and obleii^sls 
me I If, I say, }*e kneu what dy vers thochtl^ I have 
bene in, and what iust gi*eif 1 hadd ueylng deei>ly 
the thing itself, if so it should proceid, as godd for* 
bidd, quhat eventis mlcht follou tlialrtipon, quhat 
number of straltis I uold be drcvin unto, ft, antotigst 
the rest, hou it mlcht perrell my reputation amongst 
my subiects if thaise thlngia, I yett say agalne, 
uayre knouiu unto you, then doubt I not but ye 
wold so farr pitle my caee, as It wold easely mak 
you at the first to resolve your ouln [mind] best 
.unto it. I doubt greatlle in quhat facon to wrltt In 
this purpols, for ye have alh*eaddle taken sa cvlU 
with my playnnest, as I feare If I shall persist In 
that course ye shall ratlier be exasperattlt to pas* 
slonis in reading the wordls then by the plainness 
thairof be persuadlt to consider rlchtllo the simple 
treuth, yett iustlle preffcrrlng the deutie of ane ho- 
nest friend to the suddainc passlonls of otic, quho 
hou soone they bo past can uysllcr uey, the rcnsonU 
then I can sett them doune. I have rosolvld In 
feu uordis & plalne, to glf you frclndly and best 
advyce, appealing to yourc rypcst Judgement to 
discerne thalrupon : quhat thing, Madame, can 
greatlier touche me In honoure that both Is a kinge 
4c a sonnci then that my nearest neighbour, being 
hi stralttest frelndsbipp with me, shall rigouruillo 
yqtf If q 
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putt to death a free souveraigne prince, fc mj os- 
turall mother, alyke in estaite end eexe to hir tliat 
so uses hir, albeit subiect, 1 grant, to a harder for- 
toune, and touching hir nearlie in proximitie of 
blo6de ; qutiat law of godd can permit tliat iugtice 
shall strikke upon thaime qubom he hes appointid 
' supreame dispeneatouis of the same under him, 
quhom be hath caltid goddis, &, thairfore, siibiectid 
to the censoure of none in ewth quhose anointii^ 
by godd cannot be defylid be man unrevenged by 
the authoure thairof, quho being supreme & imme- 
diatt lieutenantis of godd in heaven, oanoot th^re- 
foire be iudgit by thaire equallis in earth ; quat 
monstruouse tbinge ie it, that souveraigne princes 
thaitneselfis shoulde be the exemple giveris of 
thaire ouen sacred diademes prophaining, then 
quhat shoulde move you to this forme of pro- 
ceiding (supposin the worst, quhiche in goode 
faith I looke not for at your Imndis,) hcMwure 
oi- profeitt ; honoure waire it to yon to spture 
qulien it is least lookid for ; honoure waire it to ' 
you (quhich is not onlie my friendlie advyce but 
iiiy earnist suite) to tak me & all other princes in 
europe eternally beholdtn unto you, in granting 
this my so reasonable request, & not (appardon I 
pray you my free speaking) to putt princes to 
straittis of honore, qnhair throuch youre generall 
vepqtation & the universal (almost) myslyking of 
you, tnay daingerouslie perrell both in honoure Se 
utillitie your personne & estate: ye knou, Ma- 
dame, uell aneuch hou small difTerence cicero con- 
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cindis to be betwixt utile & honestum in his dis- 
course thairof^ and quhiche of thaime oucht to be 
framed to the other; &nou^ Madame^ toconcluide^ 
I pray you so to uey thir feu argumentis^ that as I 
ever presumed of youre nature, so the quhole 
worlde may praise your subieetis for thair deuti- 
full^caire for youre preservation, & youreself for 
youre princilie pittie, the doing quhairof onlie be- 
langis unto you, the parforming quhairof onlie ap« 
parteynis unto you, and the praise thairof onlie will' 
ever be youris : respect then goode sister, this my 
first so long contineuid & so earnist request, dis- 
patching my ambassadonis with suche a comfort- 
able ansoiwe as may become your persone to give, 
& as my loving & honest hairt unto you meritis to 
ressave ; but in kaice any do vaunt thaimselfis to' 
know further of my mynde in this matter, then my 
ambassadonis do, quho indeed are fuUie aquentid 
thairwith. I pray you not to takk me to a came- 
leon, but by the contrairie, thaime to be maliciouse 
imposteuris as suirlie they are ; and thus praying 
you hairtlie to excuse my to ruide and longsum 
lettir, I commit you, madame, and dear sister, to 
the blessed protection of the most hie, quho mott 
give you grace so to resolve in this maiter, as may 
be honorabill for you, and most acceptable to him : 
from my palleis, of hoUrudhouse, the 26 day of 
Januarie, 1586. •—Youre n^ost loving and affec- 
tionate brother & cousin, '* Jamb^ R." 

Having quoted these honourable testimonies to* 
the feelings of James, we shall abstain from broach- 
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iag any of the foul practices under which the un- 
fortunate Mary fell. For Davidson, who, at - last 
fell into his own snare, and committing himself 
more than his crafty compeers, thus incurred alone 
that.disgrace and punishment which all deserved, 
. we feel neither regard nor compassion. 

After his release from the Tower,, Davidson lived 
in, privacy at Stepney, where he died at an ad- 
vanced age in December, 1608, and was buried 
without a memorial. 



BXTRACT5 FROM CHRONOLOGICAL NOTES OF SCOTTISH 
AFFAIRS FROM 1^0 TO 1701, TAKBN FROM TH|t 
DIARY OF LORD FOUNTAINHALL *. 

'* The duke of York took leave of his brother, 
king Charles' 11. the 20th of October, 1680, at 
Woolwich on the Thames, and after a great storm, 
landed at Kirkaldie the 26th ditto, with his dutch- 

* ThU work was puMiahed >a the limited edidoa onlj' of an 
huodred and tireuij' copies. It U not, tiowever, a work tbat called- 
for s large impresaioa, as it Conuats merely of memoruida which 
might serve for notes to the history of > period as well knows >■ 
uty m the uiiibIs of Biitua, or for help to an author deflcribing the 
mumeis of the age, by furnishing liirn with characteristic facta and 
data. 

The orig:inal MS. of the volnme is preserved in the AdTOcates' 
Library at Edinburgh. It is from the pen of Sir John Lauder, a 
distinguished jndge of the court of sesuon, called, in conrtesy to 
that station. Lord FountiunhaU, of whom, sayi the Introdoctioa, 
" it is only necessary to obaerre, that he whb a constant, close, aikd 
singularly impsrdal observer of the remarkable events of his Ume; 
and. while his rank and character gave him access to the best inform 
qutioo, he displayed much shrewdness in digesting it, and appeiH^ 
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CSS, There after he * went to Leslie till the 29th 
ditto, frae thence to Holy rood house, thence' went 
and saw Edinburgh Castle, where the great cannon 
called Monns Megg being charged, burst in her 
ofT-going, which was taken as a bad omen: 

A. Mr. William Wishart, minister at Wells in 
Annan, turned popish. 

"It is observed in England, that in the space of 
twenty years, the English changed ofteher their, 
religion, than all Chistendom had for 1600 year§ ; 
for they made four mutations from 1540 to 1660.' 
King Henry VIII. abolished the Pope's supremacy, 
suppressed abbeys, but retains the bulk' of the: 
popish religion ; his son, king Edward, brings in 
the protestant religion ; queen Mary, throws it out : 
but queen Elizabeth brings it in again. 

Anecdote of Patersoh, Bishop of Edinburgh. 

" The presbyterian lampoons upbraid him as a 
profligate and loose liver. See the answer to pres- 
byterian eloquence, where there is much ribaldry^ 
on this subject. He is said to have kissed the bi^nd 
strings in the pulpit, in the midst of an eloquent 
discourse, which was the signal agreed upon be- 
twixt him and a lady to whom he was a suitor, tO' 
shew he could think upon her charms even whilst 

to hare had the habit of committing most remarkable particulars to 
writinip." 

"It is a subject of regret, that the diary, after the death of its 
writer, fell into the hands of a Mr. Milne, as sturdy a jacobite as 
Lord F. was a steady &iend to the Revolution ; and this gentleman 
corrupted it by interpretations and erasures so that some difficulty 
occurs in distinguishing the title from the glosses." — Lit, Gautte. j 
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flogoged in the most solemn duties of his professioo. 
Hence he was niclc-nuued bishop band-strings." 
The death of King CharUa u described in thefoUow- 
ing concise but simple and nffecting vtantier, 
" King Chwles U. dyed peaciblie on fr^day, at 
twelve o'clock of the day, 6tli of February 1685, 
baveing taken the sacrament before from Dr. Kenn, 
bishop of Bath and Wells. On the second of Feb- 
ruary be had a strong lit of convulsion, but after- 
ward, being recovered a little, he called his brother 
and craved him pardon, if ever he had offend^ 
bim, and recommended him the care of his c|ueeo 
and children, ukd delyvered him some papo^j and 
entreated him to matBtain the protestant religion. 
The queen being unwell, was not able to attend 
him, but sent to ask tus pardon wherein she had 
ever oSend^l him : he said, ah, poor Kat, many a 
time have I wronged her, but she never did roe any. 
He dyed most composedlie, regrating the trouble 
his friends had been at in attending him. He was 
certmnly a prince (whose only weak^ide was to be 
carried away with women, which had wast^ his 
body, being only iifty-five years old when he dyed) 
endued with many royal qualities, of whom the 
Divhie providence had taken speciale cu-e ; wit- 
ness his miraculous escape at Worcester battle ; 
his treatment in the royal oak, when thousands were 
rummaging the fields in quest of him ; his restau- 
ration being without one drop of blood-shed, so 
that the Turkish emperor said, that if he were to 
chat^ his religion, be would only do it for that of 
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\ 
the kiiig of Gr^at Britatn's God, who hsA done such 

wonderful things for hiSa. His clemeneie was ad- 
mirable; witness his sparing two of Cromwell's 
sons, one of whom had usurped his throne* His 
firmness in religion Was evident^ for in his banish- 
ment, great offers were made to restore hhn, if he 
would turn Papist, which he altogether slighted. A 
star appeared at noon on his birth-day. He was a 
great mathematician, chemist, and mechanick, and 
vrrought often in the laboratorie himself; and he 
had ane natural mildness and command over his 
anger, which never transported him beyond ane 
innocent puff and spitting, and was soon over, and 
yet commanded more deference from his people 
Aan if he had exprest it more severely, so great 
respect had all persons to him. He was buried the 
I4th Septeihber 168&, privatilie in king Henry the 
seventh, his chapell, Westminster, the prince of 
Denmark being chief mourner, having desired to 
be buried privatelie. 

JRoyal Injunction. 

" King James ordered the dutches of Ports- 
mouth [not] to leave England till she paid all her 
debts, because she was transporting 50,000/. 
sterling in gold and jewels, which was seized by 
the collectors of the customes." 

, Costlj/ Coronation of Queen Mary. 

^* Queen Mary, wife of king James the seventh, 
was not crowned with the imperial crown of Eng- 
land, but there was a new one of gold made on 
purpose for her, worth 300,000/. sterling, and the 
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jewels she had on her were reckoned to 9, milliony 
which made her shine like ane angel ; and all the 
peeresses were richly attired, with their coronets 
on their heads. The king and she both were 
crowned 23d April, 1685, being St. George's day. 

Nota, — The crown of Scotland is not the ancient 
one, but was casten of new by king James the fifth. 
" There was a poem made on the coronation by 
Elkena Setle, formerly the poet of the whigs, 
wherein he mentions Gibby Burnett's reforming 
pupills, as Shaftsberre, Essex, and Russell, to be 
gnashing their teeth in hell, at the news of king 
James's) coronation.'* 

PolUical State of Scotland. 

" The state of parties in Scotland, the clashing 
of personal and political interests ; the barbarous 
tortures and their executions of their opponents as 
the different sides prevailed^ the ramifications of 
the Ryehouse plot into this country ; the conflicts 
of episcopacy, presbyterianism, and popery 3 be- 
sides private concerns, form many of the illustra- 
tive paragraphs of our miscellaneous record. For 
example, in 1684.-" 

A Drunken Parsonjined. 

" Mr. Himter, second minister of Stirling, staged 
for drunkenness, in spewing after he had tane the 
sacrement. Kennedy, provost of Stirling, and Mr. 
Munro, the iirst minister, wer his accusers, 9th of 
April 1684. He efter turi^d a buckle-beggars * ; 

* A bucke-beggars is one who marriei vil^nt license or eoquipj 
whatsoever couple present themselres. 
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and wes suppendit, if not depryued by the bishop 
therefoir ; and married in-his old age, a daughter 
of Anne Stevenson, at gardener at Habayerhall." 

The torture of the Boots and Thumbihin, SfC. 

" Mr. William Spence, late servant to Argyle, 
is tortured by boots, to force him to reveal what 
he knows of the earle's and others accession to the. 
late English, fanatic, Piatt, and a design of rebel- 
lion ; and in regard that he refused to depose if 
he had the key whereby he could read some letters 
of the earle's, produced by Major Holmes, in cy- 
pher ; and seeing he would not depone that he 
could not read them, and that they offered him 
a remission ; it rendered him very obnoxious, and 
suspect of prevarication, so that after the torture 
he was put in General Dalyell's hands ; and it was 
reported, that by a hair shirt and pricking (as the 
witches are used), he was five nights kept frae 
sleep, till turned half distracted ; but he eat very 
little, on purpose that he might require less sleep ; 
yet never discovered any thing, 26th July, et diebus 
sequentibuSj 1684." . , 

" Mr. Spence, Argyle's servant, is again tor- 
tured with the thumbikins, a new invention, and 
discovered by Generals Dalyell and Drummond, 
who saw them used in Muscovy; and when he 
heard they were to put him in boots again, being 
frighted therewith, desired time, and he would de- 
clare what he knew ; whereupon they gave him 

q2 



S46 THE AKTiaUARY's FORTTOUOy &C. 

some time, and sequestrat him in Edinburgh Castle, 
6th August, ie84." - • - 

" Mr. William Spence, to avoid further torture, 
desyphered Argyle's letters, and agrees with 
Holmes' declaration, that Argyle and Loudon, Dal- 
rymple of Stairs, Sir John Cochran, and others, 
had formed a design to raise rebellion in Scotland ; 
and that there were three keys to the said letters, 
whereof he and Mr. Carstairs had two, and Holmes 
a third ; and he approved of Gray of Crichie, efter 
Lord Oray, his explanation of the said letters ; and 
Campbell of Arkinlass was apprehended by the 
Laird of M'Naughten. Spence got the liberty of 
the castle, and recommended for a remission. And 
Gordon of Earlston was sent for from the Bass, to 
be tortured and confronted with Spence, and the 
counsel resolved not to admitt of his madness for 
ane excuse, (which they esteemed simulat,) as 

Chancellor Gordon had done, August 22." 

* Mr. William Carstairs, son of Mr. John Car- 
stairs, minister at Glasgow, brought before the 
secret committie of councill, and tortured with 
the thumbikins*, whereon he confessed, there had 

* Afterwards principal (or, as he was jocularly called, cardinal) 
Carstairs. The magistrates, after the Revolution, made him a pre- 
sent of the instrument with which he had been tortured, of which 
there is a print in Constable's Edinburgh Magazine for August 
1817. Tradition says, that Carstairs exhibited this engine to King 
William, who requested to experience its power. The diyine turned 
the screw with the delicacy that might be expected when a ckrgy- 
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been a current plot in Scotland for ten years, and 
that some were for riseing in rebellion^ others for 
associatuig with the English for keeping, out [the] 
Duke of York, and to preserve [the] Protestant 
religion/ — - 

Torktre oj^sediy the Duke ofHamiUm. 

^ Duke of Hamilton opposed tCHturingSj alleadg* 
ing, at this rate, they mighty without accusers or 
witoessea, take any person of the stre^ and torture^ 
and he retir^d^ and refused to be present, on thn 
ground^ that if the party should die in the torture, 
the judges w«re lyable for murder, or at least, 

severly answerable/ 

E^ecutum ofRumbold, the projector of the Ryehouee 

Plot. 

' 'Phiatians having given in their verdict^ that 
Mr. Rumbold was in hazard of death by his wounds, 
the council ordained the justice court to sit on him 
to-morrow, 25th Juney 1685 ; and 26th he was 
tryed, and charged with a design to murder the 
late king at Ryhous, in April 1683> which he ppsi« 
tively denyed thatt [was] sworn against him in 
England; yet the advocat past frae that, least it 
should have disparaged the credit of the English 
plott I and insisted on his associating with Argyle, 

inan squeezes the thumbs of a monarch* li^lliami feeling no great 
pain^ upbraided the priadpal with posillaiiimity in giving way under 
sodi a slight compulsttor ; when Carstairs, giring the screw an effec- 
tual turn, compelled the king to roar for mercy, and to confess, 
that under such an infliction a man might confess any thing.' I hare 
A fac-simile of this dire implement. 
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and inradiog Scotland; and that he was widi 
Campbell of Arkinlass^ against the Athol men, 
where two or three of them were killed, which he 
confessed. And being asked if he was ane of the 
masked executioners that were on the sciaffold at 
the murder of King Charles the First, denyed it ; 
but that he was one of Cromwell's regiment then, 
and was on horseback at Whitehall that diay, as one 
of the guard aboiit the scaffold. And that he was 
at i^unbar, Worcester, and Dundee, a lieutenant 
in Cromwell's armie. He said Sir James Steuart, 
advocat, told them all would be ruined by Argyle*s 
lingering in the Highlands, and not marching pre - 
sently to Galloway, &c. And being asked, if he 
owned his majesty's authority, he craved leave' to 
be excused, seeing he needed neither offend them 
nor grate his. own conscience, for they had enough 
to take his life ; besides, his rooted opinion was for 
a republic against monarchic ; to pull doun which 
he thought it ^ duty, and no sin ; and on the scaf- 
fold began to pray for that party, but was inter- 
rupted; and said, if every hair in his head' were a 
man, he would venture them all in that quarrell ; 
he otherwayes behaved discreetly enough, and 
heard the ministers, but took none of them to the 
scaffold. He was drawen in a hurdle thereto, 
thence hoysed up a little in the gallows by a puUy, 
and hanged a while, and let down not tuUie dead, 
his breast ript up, and his heart pulled out aiid 
throwen in the fire ; then his head was struke oii^ 
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and his body cutt in four quarters, and ordered to 
be affixed att Glasgow, Dumfries, New Galloway, 
and Jedburgh, and his head to be affixt on the 
West Port of Edinburgh ; but therafter wer, by 
order from the king, sent to England, to be affixt 
at London, wher he was best known. The order 
came to Scotland 3d August, 1685. — NotOy he was 
tryet25th, and execute 26th June, 1865.' 
Pumskment for ^ mincing the king's authoritie,' 

4rc. — A drummer shot at Leith^ for speaking 

against the Papists. — A fencing master hanged^ 

i!c. 

^ Some of the common prisoners that came with 
Argyle, are given by the councill to Scot of Pit- 
lochie and others, for the plantations. But some 
of them was more perverse than others, in mince- 
ing the king's authoritie, to the number of forty, 
ordered to have a piece of their lugg cut off; and 
the women disowning the king, to be brunt in 
the shoulder, that if any of them return, they 
might be known thereby, and hanged. 5th August, 
1685/ 

^ A drummer sliot in Leith (for saying he could 
run his. sword through all the Papists) by martial 
law ; though he denyed the words, yet declared he 
would Hot redeem his life by turning Papist, 23d 
February 1686. Witnesses were Irvine of.Bpn- 
shaw, &c., who falling out, called one another per- 
jured.' 

*' A fenceing* master, condemned to be hanged 
by criminal court, for uttering words approveing 
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the lale rabble. It was proren lliat he said, if the 
trades' lads would £ril on the town guard, he should 
secure their captain, Patrick Grauie, for his part; 
«id for drinking the confusion of Papists, though 
at the same time he drank the king's health; yet 
the chancellor was inexorable, and beat his own 
son for pleading for him, (and this was cidled to re- 
membrance, when the chancellor himself was taken 
tod maltreated by Captain Boswall, in Kirkaldie, 
who took him by sea when making his escape to 
France, after the Usurpation in 1688,) and so be 
was hanged on 5th March, 1686, and died piously. 
He was dealt with to accuse Queensberry with 
accession to the rabble, but refused */ - - - 

' There being a band given in to Mackenzies' 
chamber, to one Douglas, to registrat; and he 
having given up the principall to one Weddel, the 
granter, and given the pursuer an extract, they 
were both pillored, and bad their lugs nailed to 
Trone, 27tb March, 1685 ; and Weddel warded, 
till he pay the debt/ 

The Chancellor, Theasaurer, and Ross, Arch- 
bishop of St. Andrew's, come from London to Edin- 
burgh, 8th April, 1665, haveing been only eight 
dayes by the way; and the councill ordered the 
shiles wher throw the chancellor was to pass, to 
attend him.' 

' The late king's statute on horseback was set 

* Were not men more firm and stubborn a century and a half 
ago than they are now ? We much question that conscientious mo- 
tives would carry many to lucb eztrtmes in our time. 
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up in the Parliament-Closs^ 16th April, 1685. It 
ilood the town of Edinburgh more than 1000/. 
sterling/ 

* The fire-cross, by order of councill, is sent 
tfaroogh the west of Fife and Kinross, as nearest 
Stirling, that all betwixt sixteen and sixty might 
rise and oppose Argyle, 9th Jnne*. 

' George Drummond, Provost of Edinburgh, 
breaks, and goes to the abbey ; he was the first 
provost that brok : during his office, there was com* 
plaints against him for meddling with the town's 
4M>mmon good.' 

* Anderson's Pills. — ^Thomas Weir got a signator 
for selling thereof, and ane Thomas Steell gives in 
a bill against him, as having the only secret there- 
of: but Weir having given Melfort talents, is pre- 
ferred. 21st July, 1687.' 

^ A mountebank having got licence from the Privy 

* ' Here is a remarkable instaoee (perlrtips the latest) of the Are- 

cross having^ been sent round by command of government. In 
his Account of Somerset's Expedition, Paten thus describes it 
' And thys is a crosse (as I haue hard sum say) of ii.brande8 endes, 
earied a crosse rpon a spears point, with proclamation of the Ume 
and place whan and whither they shall cum, and with bow much 
provision of vitail. Some others say, it is a cros, painted all red, 
and set for certayn dayes in the feldes of that baronrie, whereof 
they will haue they people too cum : whearby, all between sixty 
and sixten are peremptorily summoned : that if they cum not wyth 
Iheir vitayll according at the tyme and place then appointed, all the 
land thear is forfeited straight to the Kynges vse, and the tariers 
taken for traitours and rebels.'— F«fe Patten't Account cf the Eipe- 
diewn into Scotlande of ike most Worthely Fortunate Prince Edward, Duke 
(f Soomenet, preface, p. xii. 
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CounctU, and of Mr. Fountin, Master of the Revells, 
and of the Magistrate of Edinburgh, to erect a stage, 
he built it in Blackfryer-Wind. The Custome- 
Office being there, compleaned of it to the magis- 
trates, whereupon the magistrates took it down ; 
whereupon he cited them to the councill, who 
alleadge he should have first been examined by tfa^ 
Colledge of Physitianes ; yet they offered him the 
Grass-mercate, for preventing servants and pren- 
tices withdrawing from their service ; but he being^ 
Popish, the Chancellor caused the magistrates to 
put his stage in the Land-mercate.. He craved also; 
damages. 14th July, 1688 *. 

* In the printed Deciiions of Lord FonntunhAlly ocean tbe fol- 
lowing sly entry couceming this fellow : 

* Reid, the mountebank* pursues Scott of Harden and his lady, 
for stealing away from him a little girl, called the Tumbling-lassie, 
that danced upon his stage ; and he claimed damages, and produced 
a contract, whereby he bought her from her mother for 30/. Scots ^ 
But we hare no slaves in Scotland, and mothers cannot sell their 
bairns ; and pl^icians attested the employment of tumbling would 
kill her ; and her joints were now grown stiff, and she declined to 
return, though she was at least a prentice, and so could not run away 
from her master. Yet some cited Moses's law, that if a servant 
shelter himself with thee against his master's cruelty, thou shalt not 
deliver him up. The lords reniUnU Caneellario assoilzied Harden.'—, 
FauntainhaU *s Decitioru, vol. I. p. 429. 

And the following account is given of his conversion, and of the 
importance attached to it by the silly bigotry of Perth, and the other 
courtiers and statesmen of James II. : — 

' January 17, 1687» R^id, the mountebank, is received into the 
Popish Church, and one of his blackamores was persuaded to accept 
of baptism from the Popish priests, and to turn Christian Papist, which 
was a great trophy. He was called James, after the King, and 
Chancellor, and the Apostle James.-^fM. p. 4. 
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BOMB PARTICULARS OF THB CATBSBT RACB, OF 

CRANFORD MANOR*. 

( From Baker's Histortf and Antiquities of the County 

of Northampton.) 

* John db Catbsbt^ of Ladbroke^ in Warwick- 
shire, one of the commissioners appointed in that 
county for the suppression of unlawful assemblies 
in the reign of Ric. 11. In 13 Hen. IV. (141M2), 
his widow, and John de Catesby, her son, obtained 
a grant of free warren in their demesne lands of 
Rodburne, Ladbroke, and Shuckburgh, in War- 
wicksMre, and ^ Assheby leger,* Welton, and Wat- 
ford, in this county. Sir William Catesby, grand- 
son of John, in conjunction with Sir Richard Rat- 
clijBTe, and Viscount Lovell, formed the triumvirate 
which gave* rise to the memorable distich — 

' The Rat, the Cat, and Lovell our dog. 
Rule all England under the hog ;' 

alluding to King Richard III. having adopted a 
boar for one of his supporters. For this poetical 
libel, CoUiDgboum, the author, was ^ hanged, 
headed, and quartered,' on Tower-hill. Catesby 
is charged with ungratefully deserting or betraying 
his early patron. Lord Hastings, to whose friend- 
ship he owed his introduction to the usurper, who 
in the first year of his reign constituted him esquire 
of the body, chancellor and chamberlain of the 

* ITie Catesbys, for a primte family, teem to have figured ex- 
traordinarily in our national history. 
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exchequer for life, and chancellor of the marches 
of Wales. He obtained grants also of various 
forfeited manors and lucrative wardships; and, 
amongst other local appointments, was steward of 
the manors in this county belonging to the duchy 
of Lancaster, master forester of Rockingham, 
^ justice ' of Whittlebury forest, and joint constable, 
with Viscount Lovell, of Rockingham Castle, He 
was well versed in the law of the land^ and is said 
to have made the judges shake at lus displeasure. 
He^foUowed the fortunes of his royal master to the 
filial field of Bosworth,where he was taken prisoner, 
and three days afterwards beheaded^ at Leicester, 
On the morning of his execution he made a wili^ 
in which the following are passages* ' This is the 
will of William Catesby, Esq., made the xxvth 
August, 1 Hen. VIL, to be executed by my dtre 
and wellbeloved wife, to whom I have ever been 
trew of my body, putting my sole trust in her for 
the executing thereof for the heltfi of my sgal, the 
which I am undoubted she will execute ; and for 
my body, when she may, to be beryed in the church 
of St. Leger, in Aisby, and to do such memoriall 
for me as I have appointed by for, and to restore 
all lands that I have wrongfully purchased, and to 
pay the residue of such land as I have bought truly, 
and to demene hit among her children and myn^ 
as she thynketh good after her discretion. I doubt 
not the king will be good and gracious lord to 
them ; for he is called a full gracious prince, and 
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I never offetided him by my good and free will ; 
for Grod I take to my Judge I have ever loved 
him/ — [Here he m^Mioiis the lands, &c., to be 
returned, and addressing his wife, adds]— ^ my 
specifiU trust is in your mistress Margarete ; sod 
I heartily cry your mercy if I Uave deyled uucur* 
tecmsly with you ; and ever pray you to live sote, 
all the deys of yowr life to do iSur my soul. And I 
pray my Lord of Winchester, my Lord of Wor- 
oetur, my Lord of London, to help yow to execute 
this my will, and they will do somewhat for me ; 
and that Richard Freebody faaye his xxli. and 
Badby i\i. or the laiide at Evertons and tbe xli. 
and pray you m every place see cleemess in my 
soul, and pray fast, an^ I shall for you ; and Jesu 
have nii^rcy on my soule. Amen. My Lords Stanley, 
Strange, and all that blood faelpe, and pray fin* my 
soiile, for ye have not for my body as I trusted in 
yow : and if my issue rejoyce my land, I pray you 
let Mr. John Elton have the be^ benefice : and 
my Lord LoveU come to grace, then that ye shew 
to him that he pray for me. And uncle John re- 
member my soule, as ye have done my body, and 
better ; uid I pray you see the sadier Hartlington 
.be paied, and in all other places.' 

Attainted of treason, his lands were forfeited, and 
passed into the possession of Sir James Blount and 
Sir David Owen, but were recovered in about ten 
years by his son George. Robert Catesby^ the con- 
spirator, was great great grandson o( tibia John de 
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Catesby, and ^ damned to everlasting fame ' as the 
projector of the Gunpowder Treason. His father 
had been tried for harbouring the Jesuits^ and in 
his.two sons^ William and Robert^ the 'family,* 
whose root was Simon de Catesby (younger brother • 
of Philip de Esseby, founder of Catesby Priory) 
steward to Handle Gemon^ Earl of Chester^ in the 
time of Henry I. and Stephen, became extinct. 

Respecting Holdenby, or Holmby, in Newbottle 
Grove hundred, we find it remarked, as a striking 
feet, and one which * deserves to be recorded on ' 
the bead roll of Northamptonshire fame, that during • 
the brilliant reign of Elizabeth, this country. fiir- ^ 
nished the lord treasurer, and prime minister, 
Cecil, Lord Burleigh^ of Burleigh ; the lord chan- 
cellor. Sir Christopher Hatton^ of Holdenby and 
Kirby ; the chancellor of the exchequer. Sir Walter. 
Mildmay^ of Apethorp ; and the speaker of the 
house of Commons, Sir Christopher Yelverton, of 
Easton Mauduit.' 

Having no room here for any account of the 
Martyr King's imprisonment in Holdenby, we 
select, by way of appendix, four of the most curious 
epitaphs, in Great Billing, on a brass plate on a 
slab: 

Justinian Bracegirdle uuderaeath thia stone 
Hath left his pawne of resurrection. 
Who foure and fifty winters did afforde 
This flocke the pasture of God's heavenly word. 
And all his life time did employ his care 
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Soe to g^we rich to make the poore bis heyre. 
Beinge charities faythfall ttewert he imparU 
Twelve hundred poniids to nourish Oxeford artes ; 
Then if our God to them ope heaven doore . 
That give but drops of water to the poore. 
Sore his wise sonle laid up a treasure there 
That nere shall rust who now bought Heaven so deare 
When fayth and good workes have so long contended, 
That faith is almost dead, and good works ended. 

Obit Oct. XXV. 1625. 

In Brington^ on Laurence Washington : 

Thou that by chance or choyce 

Of this hast sight 

Know life to death resignes 

As day to night ; 

But as the sunns retome 

Revives the day, 

So Christ shall us, 

Though turned to dust and clay. 



Paulus Piercius 
sub festo Paul! 
nascente natus 

simul atque natus 
gestiuns renasci 
xvo post natum 
dentatus die 
raptim & anhelus 
ad coelum rediVt 

VII idus Februarias. 

MDCLVII. 



In Dallington^ on a slab^ July 30^ 1647 



Since when in part 
Here Marie Hart 
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Hath ftdek^ lien; 
Who w«s before 
Aad will much more 

Be Marie Greene. 

The Saxon remains are exceedingly distinct in 
Northamptonshire. 



CURIOUS HISTORICAL PARTICULARS ILLUSTRATED. 

(From Elmers Life of Wren*) 

After mentioning a mausoleum to the memory of 
Charles I. which was proposed but not carried into 
effect, Mr. E* says, A. D. 1678— 

- - - " Yet the beautiful equestrian statue by Le 
Soeur, originally erected at Charing Cross, was this 
year replaced in its present situation, under the 
direction of Wren. The Rump parliament had pre- 
viously ordered it to be sold and broken to pieces, 
but honest John Rivers, the brazier, who pur- 
chased it, concealed it till the restoration, and ex- 
hibited various fragments of bronze metal as proofs 
of his obedience. Two desigais for the pedestal are 
in the collection at Oxford; one resembles that 
now standing, which is finely executed by Grinlin 
Gibbons, and the other somewhat differing, but 
with Tritons at the angles. . They are both beau- 
tifully drawn.^' 

Of the foundation of the Royal Society, temp. 
Charles II. the following is a curious anecdote v ^ 

*^ The royal founder himself set the society an 
example, in this way, that ought to preside at all 
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their meeting, and govern the direction of many 
of their members in their nomination of proposed 
fellows. At one of their earliest meetings^ Dr. 
Whistler brought in a book, called ^ Natural and 
Political Observations upon the Bills of Mortality, 
by John Graunt, Citizen of London ;' and the doc- 
tor read the dedication to Sir Robert Moray, the 
president, by the audior, who sent fifty copies of 
the book to be distributed among the members of 
the society ; for which the thanks of the society 
were ordered to be presented to him, and he was 
proposed a candidate. Dr. Sprat adds, ^ that it was 
on the recommendation of the king himself, and so 
far from its being a prejudice to him, that he was a 
shopkeeper of London, that his maje^y gave this 
particular charge to his society, that if they famid 
any more such tradesmen, they skoidd he sure to ad" 
mit them all,^ without any more ado. From hence,' 
says the bishop, who well knew the king's inclina- 
tions, ^ may be. concluded, what is their inclinatioa 
towards the manual airts ; by t]^e careful regard 
which their fbtinder and patron has engaged them- 
to have for all sorts of mechanic arts.' " 

The following, relative to the princes said to be 
murdered by Richard IIL (though the general fact 
is oftentime mentioned,) may be new to. many rea«- 
ders. (A. D. 16^.) 

^^ A discovery of some h^man exuvie, during a 
repair which was executing at the Tower this year, 
under the direction of Sir Christopher, led maay 
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persons to believe they were the remains of the 
two young princes who were said to have been 
murdered, by smothering, in that fortress, by their 
uncle, Richard the Third. They were discovered 
about ten feet under the surface of the ground, in 
a wooden chest, as the workmen were taking away 
the stairs which led from the royal apartments into 
the chapel of the White Tower. Wren, through 
whom this discovery was communicated to the 
king, aiid without whom nothing in this way ap- 
pears to have been done, was, as usual, desired to 
attend to it, in the following order from the Lord 
Chamberlain of his Majesty's household : 

" These are to signify his Majesty's pleasure, that 
you provide a white marble coffin, for the supposed 
bodies of the two princes lately found in the Tower 
of London ; and that you cause the same to be in- 
terred in Henry the Seventh's Chapel, in such con- 
venient place as the Dean of Westminster shall 
appoint : and this shall be your warrant. Given 
under my hand, this 18th day of February, 1674-5. 

* Arlington.' 
' To Sir Christopher Wren, Knt. 
Surveyor-General of His Majesty's Works.' 

'^ In pursuance of this warrant. Sir Christopher 
designed an elegant urn of white marble, on a 
pedestal with an inscription; which being ap- 
proved by his Majesty, werq erected in the east 
wall of the north aisle of king Henry the Seventh'! 
Chapel, Westminster, 
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HSS 

ReliqiW 

Edwardi Vti, Reg^ Angliae, et Richardi Ducis Eborac. 

Hos fratres germanos in Arce Londinenm conclusos, 

Injectisque cnlcitris saffocatos, 

Abdit^ et inhoneste tmniilaii jqssit 

Patruns Richardns perfidu9 regiu 

Prsdo. 

Ossa desideratonim diu et nmltum qussita 

Post annos CXCI. 

Scalamm in mderibus (seals nuper istn ad sacellum 

Turns albie dncebant) 

Alte defossa indiciis certissimis sunt reperta, 

XVII Die JuUi, Anno Domini MDCLXXIIII. 

Carolus Secundus, Rex clementissimus, acerbam 

Sortem miseratus. 
Inter avita monnmenta, principtbus infeliciflsixiiis 

Justa persolvit 
Anno Domini 1 678, Annoque Regni sui> 30« 

These few passages, owing to the influx of new 
books^ must suflSce to show with what sort of ma- 
terials Mr. Elmes has constructed this his magnum 
opus. 



SKBTCH OF THB ABBEY OP ST. PBTBR AND ST. PAUL, 

AT SHREWSBURY. 

The great mitred abbey of St. Peter and St. Paul, 
founded A. D. 1083, by Roger de Montgomery, 
Earl of Shrewsbury, was built on the site of^ tim- 
ber church, erected by Siward, who exchanged 
with the Earl for the village of Langafielda, which 
Siward at his death bequeathed to the new founda- 
tion. It was peopled with Benedictine monks from 

VOL. I. • R 



Seez, in Normandy. The Earl endowed the house 
largely^ and encouraged all over whom he had any 
influence to contribute liberally. Roger himself, 
with the permission of his lady Adelisa, was shorn, 
and became a; monk of his own abbey, and enriched 
it with the coat of St. Hu^, of the monastery of 
Cluni, which precious relic the Earl himself some- 
times wore. The founder died in 1094, and was 
buried here; as was Hugh his son, slain in the 
Isle of Anglesey, The first abbot of' this house 
was Fulcheredus, said to have been a man of great 
eloquence. Robert Pennant, the fourth abbot, 
obtained, with great difficulty, the reliques of 
St. Wenefrede/ and enshrined them, which added 
much to the emolument of the abbey. Thomas 
Butler was the last abbot : he appears to have been 
rather a tool to the Dissolution party, by whom he 
was rewarded with an annuity of 80/. At the ge- 
neral Dissolution, Dr. Lee, and Masters Kendle, 
Harley, &c. the King's Commissioners, were sent 
down. They convened the abbot and monks to 
iSbe chapter-house, caused some deeds to be sighed 
with the common seal of the house, then ordered 
an oflSk^er.to break it, and declared the eon vest to 
be dissolved. The revenuifts were valued by Dugr 
dale ait 532/. 4s. lOd. aM by Speed at 636/* 4«. 34. 
The site of the abbey, vritixits buildings, was pur- 
chased by E. Wat$on, Esq. atid W. Herdsott, a 
tanner, dealers in monastic pUmdei!^ and iu>bn after 
sold to W. Lan^tey, of Salop> taikr; and iteour 
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tinued in that fiMilf till 1702; sinte [wliteh it has 
been in possession of the Baldwhis and Powises. 

Of this once famous abbev,, the present remains 
are small : of the chapter-house^ cloister^ and re- 
fectory, not a single vestige remains. The church 
of the abbey appears to have been spacious and 
magmficent,. but great devastalicms were^madeat 
t&e. Dissolution. The nave, western- tower, and 
northern porch remain, under considerable muti-^ 
kftion ; but of the dioir, trdnsept, and chapels, 
tocarce a fragment. remains. 'The great Westorn 
zlle, or nave, from its earliest, date, ^as appropri^ 
ated ai^ the parish, i^ufeh, for the use* of the neigh«» 
liouring' iiOiafoit^ts; and thisprebaMypr^ent^ 
^e^ entire destruction of the bnildiiig.: In Queen 
£lizabeth^s time the climi'ch hvas made; parochial^ 
And called the church of the f Holy Crbss^ whidk 
name it still retains. > The iw^ii^tern part is flie 
most entire. The ioiwety though plain, is finely 
|H*oportioned ; the entrance a round Norman arch 
.recessed,, and a pointed areh insei*ted ' witMn. ii, 
undoubtedly of later date. In a niche! on each ^sidfe 
of .the great west windolv, were 'formerly statues 
of St. Peter and St; Paul. : Betitoto die bell-wiir- 
dows, i^nthin a niche^ ' is a . statue, which has been 
genially. supp(^ed to. be the • founder, Roger.de 
Montgomery ; . but odiers; tvitii -kaote proUibflity, 
cunjectuie it to b^ King Edward illL ngt merely 
fbom.the costume;of the figure, but £rom' Ae towar 
having been erected about Atft period. In this 
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tower, formerly hung the great bell of St.'Wene- 
frede, thus inscribed : 

flatlets tDKetiefretift, T>to )oc (ommettnare ineinento» 
Qt p(etate {tua, no0 jtettiet all 9o0te cruento. 

, This bell remained till the year 1673, when it 
was' sold towards defraying the expence of a new 
peal of eight bells. The interior of the churchy 
though in so mutilated a state, retains a solemn 
grandeur. On each side of the middle aile (the 
ancient nave) are five arches, which separate it 
from the side ailes. The two which join to the 
tower are pointed, as are the windows over them. 
The other arches are semicircular, with immense 
round pillars, short and plain. Above was a gaU 
lery of smaller arches in the same style. Within 
the second arch from the west end, are vestiges of 
what is supposed to have been an ancient chantry 
chapel : there are several niches, but much muti- 
lated, and the statues gone. The church has of 
late been very judiciously improved and decorated, 
by the addition of a handsome new organ, placed 
on an appropriate Gothic screen $ and likewise 
with an east window of stained glass. In the ceur 
tre compartments are large figures of St. Peter and 
St. Paul; above are the arms of England, the see 
of Lichfield, the founder of the abbey, and of Lord 
Berwick, the patron of the living; on each side are 
the arms of the vicars, from the year 1500. In the 
east window of the south aile are three ancient 
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shields:— England and France quarterly; Roger 
de Montgomery ; the sword and keys, symbols of 
the patron saints. In the corresponding -window 
on the north side are the arms of Mortimer, Beau- 
champ, Talbot Earl of Shrewsbury, and Fitz-Alan 
quartering Maltravers. 

The font near the west entrance is very ancient, 
and has the appearance of the capital of a large 
Norman pillar, supported by a part of the shaft. 
Near the north door is another very elegant.font, 
lately removed from the abbey garden. 

The ancient monuments and brasses are all gone, 
excepting a figure in mail, at the east end of the 
south aile, placed there by his Majesty's heralds .at 
arms, at their Visitation of the county in 1622, 
with the following inscription : — 

• ** The Fignre imderneikth, which was at first placed within the 
Monastery of St. Peter and $t. Paul, and was afterwards found 
in the niins, was removed hither hy direction of.His Majei^'i 
HeiaUa at Arms, in their ^^tatlon of this County, 1622, to remain^ 
(as it was originally inte.nded) in perpetual memory of Rooer^dr 
Montgomery, Earl of Shrewsbury, who was kinsman to the 
Conqueror, and one of his chief Commanders in the victorious 
-battle of Hastings. He erected many useful buildings here, both 
public and private ; and not only fortified this town with walls, but 
built the Castle on the^ Isthmus. - As also the Castles of Ludlow 
and Bridgnorth, with the monastery of Wenlock. He founded 
and endowed in an ample manner this large Benedictine Abbey; 
and, when advanced in years, by the consent of his Countess 
Adelaisa, he entered into Holy Orders, and was shorn a Monk 
of this his own foundation^ where he lies interred. He died July 
27th, 1094." 



Of the modem monumental memorials, the folr 
iowing^ te^m mont worib^ of notice :— 

Qn a haqdfi^me mooumient against the eaat waH 
of the chaiieel : 

« M, S. 

Kichardi Vrjnee, eqid^ mnrati, necnoii fim €oaivtfi» Mtrim, ili» 
€Nr«i« Wroit^y de WrotUtljr ia afro Staiford, armigen. lUr op* 
timns marituiy baec uxor conaommatiifiiiia : pietatia in Dc«m, in 
Re^em fidei^ in Viciiiof heaevoleaim, dia in hac parochili inclame- 
niiit'azanipla« iiiM|iiiinnisi teuiponbiiay ^aMastc sanfuinca fifiUi' 
raUa^ . rem fioniHarem 41U a nuijoifbtia daaiaiaJii, aed^par iatdnmii 
Fratria minima proridi pes^ elapiam, inter aliomm fraqdca et ra^ipaa^' 
bonestia artibu9 et laudand^ solertiii ita redinte^ariti et .anxitr nt 
numerotem prolem, natoi scilicet duos natasque octo, ipsi aaper- 
•tiUiiy ingenti^ et ^ educavit^ dote sat amplft dltaHt." Hfinre 
penet^f Wnomni operum temper mtmn,- faopviti Aator, pri^ 
qMoa.iJn«titi«riiidcs# lagitai ^werlQO aaSmmii taadco) IHp^ .eovyvfi 
terne reddidit, anno Dom^ 1665, - «tat« . 76. JUnredem reK^t 
Philippvm fllinm, cnm ElizabethA, fili& Johannia Banks, equitia 
aated; .CmaanuAfum Fladtomm Joittciaiii Capitalia, et HrtaMmm 
Ma)yCalr<ii i teOMtioriboa Coliailija, in matritnotio coi^iinfitmtf^ 
qtti:ciMa*pfr'pliira in P«tria Ttitigiis'pr**'***"^ et pfvgfiien: 
onmeift sablktam daplordiiet,' a rliariiiiniii consorte, dinoiiri et aM8 
cam CMrto indiaa cxoptinta^ aliqaaluUki t^mieiaMf obijt aiu Dam* 
1#M). mi. so:* 

Arms : Gtile»^ a saltire Or^ surmounted of a cross 
engrailed Ermine. — Crest^ out of a ducal coronet 
Or, a oubit*^arm habited Gules, cuffed Ermine, 
holding in the hand proper three pine*apples of 
the first, stalked and leaved Vert. 

On a neat marble monument, against the east 
Xrall ;— 
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£ gcnuotA 6t tttiqo^ ftifpc ortnty 
iMtakt nrtDtaras tins iHitttrioref reddidit. DoCilnis iogei^ <STCS9* 
omatDf y tmn Uliroty tmn bomiiics pcfjppcctM liability qoonm 

inter leetiMiiiiof 

imoeaai foeletati< deliciat nemo 

bf JgHJin cxUbidty ast elegaotini d^oftatit $ ^uippa ^jOfldaBi coo* 

anaitaf penpicoa eCcnifita 

(aee tine dceoii grantate) 

tennoBiotit inerat^ 

QQtB aoc30t o w^ff taTit et deunint* 

Adeo drai<|« te omnHmt ecMnnmdavity 

ab omni pertarbadone anini 

tlSieaai, 

Jfl^Hdo pertpieaxy conillio prauiptu t^ 

agendo eficaz, 

nt omnet amictim tlU certatim 

arripberint* 

Amplittamii clientelSt, 

bononim amicitljty 

opibnt non ezignit, 

beatnt i^it, deddoratot oUjt 

anno tttatit ma 64, MDCCXXXV. 

Soror ^nt, Thoni» Powyt de BerwiclL, ami% in agro Salo^eoai, 

conjnky 
grato animo boc memorial cbarittin^ fratrit tacnun poaoit." 

Arms: Argen^ n salt^re Sable. — Motto: Per 
D$um meum ttamUio murum* 

Ou a plain 0tone agviiuit the South wall : 

**Ittfr4 

depotits tont 

reUquitt Jobannit Watert 

et MaigaritK thalami contortif. 
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niaJ ... c Feb. 17, 1727, 
lUeJ *^ "'<Xbris27, 1732. 



ft 



anno < 



Innocuos ambos, cultores Nomiius ambos.' 

. - ^ 

On a monument against the south wall : 

M. S. 

Heic juxta jacet 
Thomas Rock, armig. 
yita functus Jan. 3, 
SDtat. 62, 
Dom. 1^78. 
En, Lector, 
cinerem non yulgarem, 
virum vere magnum $ 
si prisca fides, pietasq' primeva, 
si amicitiiB fcederarstrictissima, 
si pectus candidum et sincerum, 
ac integerrima vita 
yirum rere magnum conflare poterint. 
£n hominem cordatum ! 
calamitose Majestatis, 
furente nuper^ Perduelliimi rabie, 
strenuum assertorem, 
obstlnatum yindicem. 
En amm«e generosa quantillum ergastulum. 
O charum Deo depositum, 

vestrum quam inopes, 

yestrum quotcunq' boni, 

dolorem inconsolabilem, 

desiderium in omne aevum irreparabile." 

Arms : Or, three chess-rooks, and a chief embat- 
tled Sable; impaling. Argent, a lion rampant Sable, 
a canton of the second.— Crest ; On a rock proper 

a martlet. Or. 

On a neat monument against the north wall : 

*' Sacred to the memory 
of Thomas Jenkins, esq. 
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•nd of Gertrade his wife. 

This Mooxuimt, 

erected in obedience to ker last inil, 

wad designed by her as a tribnte of respect to his 

▼irtoes^ 
remains at the same time 
an instance and memorial 
of her ownr" 

On a vase at the top of the monument : 

" T.J. died 29 Dec. 1730» aged 53. 
6. J. died 28 Oct. 1767, aged 84." 

Arms . Or, a lion rampant regardant Sable ; im- 
paling-, Argent, on a bend Gules, cotised Sable, 
three pair of wings conjoined and inverted of the 
first. 
Inscriptions on plain stones in the chancel floor : 

" This stone is placed in memory of 

• WilliMn Prince, esq. 

whose body lies buried here. 

He died 20th October, 1703, «ged 40. 

Here also lies the body of his relict, 

M. Frances Prince, 

wliose singular virtues and extenmve charity, justly gained her 

uniFersal esteem. 

She departed this life 

3d Nov. 1721, aged 47 ; 

whereby the Poor are deprived of 

a most tender friend and liberal 

benefactrix. 

Also Frances, their only daughter, relict of 

Andrew Corbett, of Morton Corbett, esq. 

who died Nov. 21, 1760, aged 59." 

"HereUe , 
the remains of 
Judith Prince, 
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of tke^m^ttiXifmiiffitiii^ I^nlMM, 

who died^ tbe iMt 0f Huit name, 

Aiigvs1;tibe.l7th, 1733." 

Fr. Gibbons, D.D. thanfit&a to K. Charles, 

and'ttlmster of this parMi, 

wiio^ed 7th Jan. 1639 ; 

also his youngest -son James Gibbons, esq. 

wh6 ftUhfoIlf served ThreeJlings in a 

Cit£I employment, 

atiddied2l0t Nor. 1712;" 

'* Depdi^tae smit in hoc tnmoro 

exuTifB Ann» Pearson, 

qnae fide Christi religiQS^ rixit ; 

et spe beatn resurrecdonis 

ani nnam pie et Iste efflayit 

die nono Jamj 1721. 

.M.S. 

Samuelis PeiffSan, A.M. 

I^Djus eNQclesias 

per Sil aQoo« Pastoris, 

qtti obyt 

16 die Noyembris ^ 

i Saliitb 1727. 
anno s 

t ^tatis siliB 80. 

Resurgam." 

On a neat marble tablet : 

*' Sacred to the memory 

of Nathaniel Bettpn, 

Who died Nov. 29th, 1800, aged 61 years. 

Also of John Betton (son of the above) 

Gaptun in his Majesty's 3d Dragoon Guardi, 

who died Nov. 20th, 1809, 

at Merida in Spain, aged 31 years." 

These are the principal memorials in this sacred 
mansicn of the dead. The elegant stone pulpit in 



t&e Abbey Garden^ viih Aexcatlevod iraigmeBl»>f 
different parts of this once noble Abbey, d6ier¥t 
die aHMntion of the coripas. 



WOODCROYT HOUSE. NOBTHAMPTQNSHiaE. 

DiB. MicdABL HuA90N, in tbie home bravely fell 
defemding himself agnlnst the Parliiiiaent forces, 
in 1648. 

.In the piMtish of Etton, in the hundred of Nassa- 
burgh^: Northampton, is Woodcroft-house an old 
mai^off^place, and, froni the remains of antiquity, 
a^weiitlyJn former times a place of strength. It 
isaurrcKmdedi'fay a.large water, excepting on the 
wegbeifn^sidf^, Fhere the drawbridge is>upposed to 
haive heeik^ Th^ doors of the long passages through 
the gateway, with two large ^arches and seats of 
stone, and stone windows, and staircases within 
the.hou^e, and a round bastion towards the north 
eud, are of remarkable apd antient worki)iaj^hip. 
Over the porch or gateway is ^ chamber, formerly 
tbecbapel : in the wall is a baspn for holy water, a 
long stone seat, and a large window, now in part 
filled up, tmd made into a sxxialler. The walls are 
about four feet thick. 

In the reign of Henry UL, Herbert and Roger de 
Woodcrofte held of the Abbot of Burgh half a 
knight's fee in Walton and Woodcrofte, which was 
confiraied to the Convent by a charter in the same 
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reign, and in the subsequent reigns of EdWtird I. 
and £dward IL* 

In 1648 Woodcroft-house was made a garrison 
by the Royalists^ who took up arms for Charles I. 
under the commuid of the Rev. Dr. Michael Hud 
sonf. After the battle of Edgehill, Mr. Hudson, 
retiring to Oxford, was in 1642, created Doctor in 
Divinity, and appointed Chaplain to the King. 
From thence he attended him, with Mr. Ashburn- 
ham, in 1646, when he put himself into the hands 
of the Scots } and the Parliament sending a Ser- 
jeant at Arms to bring Hudson to London, he 
eluded the vigilance of the messenger; but was 
soon after discovered and apprehended at Roches- 
ter, and committed prisoner to London-house. 
Having made his escape from his confinement, he 
was in a short time retaken, and sent from Hull to 
the tower. Here he wrote **The Divine Right of 
Government, natural and politic, more particularly 
of Monarchy," &c., which was printed in 4to. 1647* 
Making his escape also in the beginning of 1648, 
he> went into Lincolnshire, raised a party of horse, 
and, to secure himself against the Parliament 
trdops, retired with his men to Woodcr6ft;-house. 
The Rebels on the 6th of June entering the hoiis'', 
and taking many prisoners, Hudson, with the most 

* Bridget's NorUiamptonsliire> rol. ii. p. 511. 

t Dr. Hudson. was Rector of Uffington, and was joined in hia 
expedition against the rebels by the Rey. Mr. Styles, who was War- 
den of Brown's Hospital in Stamford, and Kfinister of Croyland. 



courageous of his soldiers, went up to the battle- 
ineHts, and defended themselves a considerable 
time ; but yielded upon a promise of quarter, which 
was not observed ; and the rebels advancing to 
them, Hudson was thrown over the battlements^ 
and caught hold of a spout or projecting stone ;. 
but his hands being cut off, he fell into the moat 
much wounded ; and desiring to come to land to 
die, was knocked on the head * by the butt-end of 
a musket. His tongue was then cut out by a low-^' 
bred shop-keeper of Stamford tj who carried it 
about the country as a trophy. Being there buried^ 
after the enemy had lelt the place, his body is said 
to have been removed to the neighbouring parish: 
of Uffington, near Stamford, where it was solemnly 
interred. 

In the examination of John Browne of St. Ives? 
Hunts, taken May 18, 1646, he deposed that he 
met with Dr. Hudson at Melton Mowbray, Leices- 
tershire, being the last of April, where they lodged, 
all night. Mr. Pcjek conceives that Dr. Hudson 
had relations at Melton ; one Sir Henry Hudson, 
Bart., who, he supposed, entertained him. Tliis 
Sir H. H. owned, and lived in the house where, 
Mr. Simon Stokes, the Attorney, now lives (1734); 
and here supposed Dr. Hudson and his servant 
Browne lodged.J 

* 

* By one Egborough, the Minister of Castor*! servant. 
t John Walker, a Grocer. 
I Desiderata Curiosa, lib. ix. 
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From Mrs.Stoth^rd's Tomr in Normandy f» 
^^ Thb cathedral churchy smd to be erected bytbe^ 
English, of aU tbe Gothic structures I haye y^ 
3een is the nlost costly and magnificeiit; tte buiJid- 
ipg^ of tbe; florid Gothic kind^ is literally frosfed 
widi Lornaments* This cathedral was founded A. D. 
990, by Robert, archbishop of Rouen, brother of 
Richard th^ Second, Dufce of Normandy ; but it, 
was not finished till the year 1062, when, in the pre- 
sence of William the Conqueror, it was dedic;i|bed 
to.tfae Holy Virgin. Of this, the original buildiog, . 
nothing now appears : the most ancient parts ar^. 
the door-ways, which, together .with a great por- 
tion of the edifice, is the work of the thirteenth 
century ; the rest of the building is of the fifteenth. 
The cathedral is 410 feet in length, 83 in breadtb, 

* Our readers are doubtless aware, that this, perhaps the fine9t 
piece of Gothic architecture in Europe, was struck by lightning 
about 5 o'clock in l^e morning of Sunday, September 15, 1S22, and 
cfmtlntted burning tUl eyenlng, when the fire seemed to be subdued^ 
but mtforttmately broke out again on the Monday, when the dome 
fell, and the whole burst forth in such a tremendous blaze as to 
defy all resistance. Some idea sustained by the Fren6h in the losi 
of this magnificent building may be conceived by the above descrip- 
Uon of it. 

\ It i9k.yeiy>extriiofdinary that Mr. Dibdin, in his tour on. the 
Continent, speaking of the south-west tower of this Cathedral, says^ 
'' Considering that this spire is very lofty, and composed of wood, 
it is surprising that it has not been destroyed by tempest, or accl* 
dent from lightning." 



Ueogtibf of tbe. cro^s-aile^ is 164 feet^ and the 
hrf|^ of the.spko 896 feet ; that of the towers to- 
iMAds Ae west SSfif^t ; the wiiKh of the portal at 
tka* west^end^ kiieludinf; the towers^ is IJOfeet; 
tUnre ore sev^i entrances to the cal&edral^ and 130 
windows. Immediately over the large door- way at; 
dw; western entrance, carved in stone^ the root of 
Jtfkse is r^ijesenled, from whose .several branches 
anbe figures, termmating in the centre with one of 
our Saviour, . as the last of the line. Above aiid 
around this subject, in several compartments^ appear 
v^ioiis hist(tties.frQmL the bible, carved likewise in 
stbne. Above another door-way in the 'w0st fronts 
Ae story of the daughter of Herodias dancing he^ 
fisire Herod, is represented in a most singular man- 
tbr. She appears like one of those dancers or 
liimlHacB, who ^rere employed for the amusement 
of>'COWts in the thirteenth century, and is literally 
Imnbling before Herod with her h^ad on the 
ground, and her heels in the air. This, sieems to 
ii8(a strange mode of treating such a subject; but 
k wH(s by no meSms Uncommon at the time this wat 
executed. On the same front are ranged aboyei 
eighty %ures of .a^colossal size, representing saints 
and: apostles ^ these images, although considerably^ 
ku^er than life, appear but diminutive, in eooa^ 
parison with llie majestic proportions of the build* 
ii^ Besides this host of carved figures, the most 
fimtastic, elegant, and rich Gothic devices ev^ry 
wbere abound. There is not the smallest piece of 
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stoiie^ not the back of a niche^ nor the base of a 
figure, but is covered with the finest Gothic work. 
Above the north door- way the subject of the last 
judgment is admirably carved ; and on each side 
die walls; without the entrance, stand two female 
figures, their heads broken off, but their draperies 
are of tastefiil and exquisite workmanship. Some 
part of the building has been injured during the 
revblution ; when it is likely these figures also 
suffered. The south front is extremely elegant in 
its proportions and ornaments. 

^' The interior of the cathedral is so imposingly 
beautifiil, that on entering the aisles, the mind is 
struck with an involuntary awe ; the sombre light 
reflecteii through the painted windows, the majes- 
tically fretted roof^; the high vaulted arches^ all 
combine to strike the beholder with that feeling of 
veneration, and to inspire that disposition towards 
serious contemplation, which does indeed so well 
prepare the mind for devotional exercise. We are 
naturally susceptible of powerftil impressions from 
external things, and our feelings are capable of 
being softened, exalted, and refined by the con- 
templation of majestic and imposing objects. There 
was undoubtedly great wisdom in the erection of 
such buildings for religious purposes ; for who can 
enter them without feeling they are most proper, to 
be devoted to the worship of a Divine Being« 
Every window in the cathedral is filled with fine 
painted glass. The subjects consist of several ' 
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groups and figures^ the size of life ; some are of 
various and &ataslic omam^itSy whose brilliant 
hues are so gorgeous and dazzling^ that, althoi^h 
the variety of their devices are endless, yet their 
luminous brilliancy forbids the eye long to rest 
upon one object. 

. ^^ In the choir we saw the spot where once were 
placed the tomba of John Duke of Bedford, Regent 
erf* France; Henry,brotherof RichardL; andCceur- 
de-Lion's'heart. A flat stone now alone marks each 
spot; the monuments, with the effigies of H^uy and 
Richard having been destroyed for some compara- 
tively trivial purpose, a considerable time before the 
revolution, A. D. 1199, the heart, of Richard I. en- 
closed in a silver box, was interred near the high 
altar ,of Rouen cat^dral, according to that prince's 
injunctions • before bis decease. A magnificent 
tomb was erected to the. memory of Richard: his 
effigy lay extended upon it, and represented him 
al^ired ialus royal robes. 'A balustrade of silver 
once . encompassed the monument; but in 1260, 
the. dean and chapter of Rouen ordered that it 
should.be melted -down, and applied as a contribu* 
tion towards the ransom of the famous St. Jjouii^ 
.then a prisoner amongst the Pagans. Henry the 
younger, second son of Henry II. king of England, 
who was crowned .both at Westminstw and Win- 
chester, during the lifetime of his father, was bu- 
ried, first in tbechurch of St. Julien, at Mans, near 
his.grandfather Geoffrey Plantagenet,.l^ttt his.body 
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WBfl aA^nmrds removred' to ihb caOiedml^ by tiie 
toMcifartian of the citiaeM of R4Nieb, tDwhdai 
Henry had bequeathed it^ Between two pinorson 
Ae north side of the choa% under a monument of 
Uack marble, were interred the remains of Jolm> 
duke of Lancaster, third son of Henry IV. Idng of 
England ; this tomb w» destroyed by the Hugo- 
nots 1502. Here also was buried, A*D. 1164, 
William, tbi^d son of the Empress Maud by her se- 
eood huaband Geofirey Plantagenet. 1^ heart 6{ 
Charles V. who died at the castle of Vineennes, in 
1360, was brought to Rouen, and buried with great 
pomp in the cathedral : his tomb was ob the sbuib 
side of the chapel of die Virgin. In the cHlqpel of 
S(. Homain lie the remains of th^ celelvated RoUo$ 
third duke of Normandy ; they irare removed Uroin 
near the high tf tar, when the dioir wa«^ rdbuik. On 
the tomb of RoUo there is an effigy representing 
him, but it is not a work of his time, — ^probably not 
earlier than that of St. Louis. In this cathedral, 

4 

there is also a monument and effigy of WilUain 
Longespee, fourth duke of Normandy, and son of 
BoUo ; this tomb is of the same date as the fbrmer. 
St Romiun was archbishop of Rouen, and died hi 
644 : his body was removed in 1086, and in lOSO it 
was placed within a splendid shrine, which wa$ 
burnt by the Hugonots in 156S. Some fragment 
of the saint's body being then preserved, diey wei^e 
kqpt as relics at this cathedral. In the chapel of 
the Virgin, there is a most beautiftd tomb in rae- 
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moiyof die eaiidiBalt D'Amboite: t^o figures of 
tiiB^Gardiiialsi, the uiide and: nephew, are eanred iir 
wliite marble, 1^ sise of Vfe; tbeyamreiNresented 
in a kneeling pogture, the hands raised in prayer; 
beaeadi these figium.appear Cterity, Tnitb, For- 
titude, Justice, and Temperance. Behind the car- 
dinals^ in various compartafteats, are rich carvings, 
intermixed .wiA saints, &q. ;. this tomb, was erected 
id^l532. In. the same chapel^ on the opposite side, 
isithei monwiwsnt of Louis :de;'Brez6.: it.isof the Co-i 
rintlUaiiiOffder, .aihmrahly carved in wfcdte mai!Me ; 
^he.figures areoltibaxialRiral size. Above, Louis de 
Brez^ is repres^ited. ;qo: ho/sehack, in armoury 
l||Hf(Qeath lie&his effigy extended upon a. coffin ; the 
limbs are executed with all that lifeless exi^ression, 
and ghastly appearance^ that renders death indeed 
the king of terrors. At his head kneels his wife 
attired in a widow's habit ; a female figure holding 
a child in her arms, stands at the feet. This noble 
momipient of Louis de Brez^, Grand Seneschal of 
Nomnandy,^ was erected to his meuiory by his 
widow, Diana of Poitiers, Duchess of Valentinois, 
in 1531. In the epitaph, she promises, as having 
been faithftil to his bed, so likewise faithfully to 
share his tomb ; but, as Piana became afterwards 
the mistress of Henry the Second of France, it is 
not improbable, that the lady'i^got her promise^ 
for she was buried elsewhere. . . 

^^ In tbds cathedral there is a Gothie stair-case of 
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great beauty^ which leads to the library belongii^ 
to Ae church. The building of the fine tower, 
called La Tourde Beurre, was commenced in 1485, 
with the money paid by the people of Rouen, for 
an indulgence purchased by them, to eat butter in- 
stead of oil, during the solemn &st of Lent." 



Accounts from Ghent state, that the fine ancient 
cathedral in that town, was on the 11th inst. much 
damaged by fire. Fortunately the most precious 
morceaux, among others the Apocalypse of John 
Van Eyck, the Children which ornament the altar, 
&c., have been saved. The fiiends of the arts were 
so zealous in their exertions, that only the building 
has suffered. 



CONDUCT AND EXBCVTION OP THB UNFORTUNATB 

DUKE OF MONMOUTH, 

The foUowii^ extract, from a letter written by Dr. Lloyd, Bishop 
of St. Asaph, to Bishop Fell*, gives a very exact acooii&t..<of the 
lost conduct of the unfortunate Duke of Monmouth. It is dated 
July 16, 1685, the very day after his execution. 

, ^' I told your Lordship, in my last, the 

Bishop of Ely was appointed by his Majesty to at- 
tend the Duke of MQnmouth, and tp prepare him 
to die the next day; , The Duke wrpte to his Ma- 
jesty, representing how usefull he might and would 

*■ Aobr^'s lArti of Emlneii^ Mfn, toI, i. p. 27 1 
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be, if his Majesty would be pleased to grant him 
his life. But, if it might not be, he desired a longer 
time, and to have another Divine to asaist him. 
Dr. Tenison, or whom else the King should ap- 
point. The King sent him the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells to attend, and to tell him he must die the 
next morning. The two Bishops sate up in his 
chamber all night, and watcht whilst he slept. In 
the morning, by his Mi^esty's orders, the Lords 
Privy Seale and Dartmouth brought him also Dr. 
Tenison and Dr. Hooper. All these were with 
him till he died. 

'^ They got him to owne the King's title to. the 
Crown, and to declare in writing that the last 
King told him he was never married to his Mother, 
and by word of mouth, to acknowledge hi» invasion 
was sin ; but could never get him to confess it was 
a rebellion. They got him to owne that he and 
Lady Harriot Wentworth had lived in all point;^ 
like man and wife ; but they could not make him 
c<mfess it was adultery. He acknowledged, that 
he vokd his Duchess were married by the law of the 
land, and therefore his children might inherit, if 
the King pleased. But lie did not consider what 
he did when he married her. He confest that he 
had lived many years in ^11 sorts of debauchery, 
but said he had repented of it, askt pardon, and 
doulHed not that God had forgiven him. He said, 
that since that time be h^ an aflfection for Lady 
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Herriot, Itnd prayed that If it were pleasing ta tiod^ 
It might* Mtttihtie^ odifeFwiBe that it might c^se; 
and God heaf d hid prayer. The afeetion ^d con- 
tinue^ and therefore he doubted not it was pleasing 
to God ; and that this was a marriage^ their efhdic^ 
of one anoffaer being guided not by lust^ b4t by 
judgmeht^ iipon due consideration. They eintea^ 
voured to sfaelv him the falsehood and mischievous^ 
ness of tJiis enthusiastieail principle. But he told 
them it was^his opindbn^ and he was fiilly satisfied 
in it. ' After ali,^ he desired them to give 'him the 
communion next morning. They told him they 
could not do ity while he was in that error and sin. 
He said he was sorry for it. 

" The next morning, he told Uiem, he had prayed 
'that if he was in an error, in that niatter, God 
would cotivince him of it; but God bad not con- 
Viiiced him, and therefore he believed it was no 
error^ 

^^ When he was upon the- scaffold, he profest 
himself a Protestant of the Church of England.^ 
They told him, he could not be so, if he did not 
owne'the doctrine of the Church of Engkttid in the 
point of non-resistance,- and if he persisted in tlutt 
enthusiastic persuasion. He said, he • could Hot 
help it, but yet he approved the. doctrine of ' the 
Church in all other things. He then spoke to the 
people, in vindication of the 'Lady HaMot, saying 
she was a woman of great hoUoUr and vbrtiie, a re- 
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ligious godly la4y (these were his w^rds%) They 
lold him of. his living iu adultery w}l& her. He 
said^ No : for these two yeers last past he had aot 
lived in any sin that he knew of; and that he had 
never wronged any person ; and that he was sure, 
when he died, to go to God, and therefore he did 
not fear death, which (he said) they might see in 
his face. Then they prayd for him, and he kneeld 
down and joind with them. After all, they had a 
short prayer for the King, at which he paused, but at 
last said Amen. He spoke to the Headsman to see 
he did his business well, and not use him as he did 
the Lord Russell, to give him 2 or 3 strokes ; for 
if he did, he should not be able to lie still without 
turning. Then he gave the Executioner 6 ginnies, 
and 4 to one Marshall, a servant of Sir T. Arm- 
strong's, that attended him with the King's leave : 
desiring Marshall to give them the Executioner if 
he did his work well, and not otherwise. He gave 
this Marshall overnight his ring and watch ; and 
now he gave him his case of pickteeth; all for 
Lady Harriot. Then he laid himself down; and 
upon the signe given, the Headsman gave a light 
stroke, at which he lookt him in the face ; then he 
laid him down again, and the Headsman gave him 
2 strokes more, and then layd down the ax, saying 
he could not finish his work, till being threatened 
by the Sheriff and others then present, he took 
up the ax again, and at 2 strokes more cut off his 
he^ul. 
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*^ All this true ds to matter of fact, and it needs no 
comipent to your Lordship. I desire your prayers, 
and remain, 

*^ Your Lordship's most affectionate, 

" W. AsAPa/' 
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